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The number of
catches Western
Oregon graduate
Tyrell Wfillfiams

caught durfing the San
Dfiego Chargers’ preseason
game agafinst the Arfizona
Cardfinals on Saturday. 
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WOU pficked
fourth fin GNAC
MONMOUTH — West-

ern Oregon’s football team
was pficked to finfish fourth
out of seven teams fin the
Great Northwest Athletfic
Conference preseason
coaches’ poll. 
The Wolves recefived

one first-place vote and 23
pofints overall. 
Two-tfime defendfing

champfion Azusa Pacfific re-
cefived five of the seven
first-place votes and was
chosen to repeat. 
Humboldt State was

pficked second, followed
by Central Washfington.
WOU, Humboldt State

and Central Washfington
finfished fin a three-way tfie
for second place fin 2014
wfith a 4-2 record fin confer-
ence play. 
The Wolves open the

2015 season at Humboldt
State on Sept. 5. Western
Oregon’s home opener fis
Sept. 12 when the Wolves
host Sfimon Fraser at 1
p.m. 

Wolves volleyball
chosen efighth
MONMOUTH — West-

ern Oregon’s volleyball
squad was chosen to finfish
efighth out of 11 teams fin
the GNAC preseason
coaches’ poll on Monday. 
The Wolves sees four

starters return from last
season’s squad that went
5-21 overall and 3-15 fin
conference play to finfish fin
a tfie for efighth place. 
WOU opens the regular

season on Sept. 4 fin Col-
orado. The squad’s home
opener fis Sept. 8 agafinst
Lewfis & Clark College at 7
p.m. 

Western soccer
pficked sfixth
MONMOUTH — The

Western Oregon soccer
team hopes to prove the
preseason GNAC coaches’
poll wrong. The Wolves
were pficked to finfish sfixth
out of nfine teams. 
WOU finfished 6-8-4

overall and 4-6-4 fin GNAC
play fin 2014, finfishfing
fifth — one spot out of the
2014 GNAC tournament. 
The Wolves return

seven starters from last
year’s team, fincludfing
leadfing scorer Makana
Pundyke (four).  
Western Oregon opens

the 2015 season on Sept. 3
when fit hosts Warner Pa-
cfific College at 4 p.m. 

Dallas Cfity Park
to host walk 
DALLAS — The

Wfillamette Wanderers wfill
sponsor a walk event Sat-
urday at the Gazebo fin
Dallas Cfity Park. Walkers
can choose between a 5-,
6-, or 11-kfilometer route. 
There fis no charge.

Leashed dogs are also wel-
come. Sfign-ups for walk
between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m.
The walk ends at 3.
For more finformatfion:

www.wfillwander.weebly.co
m. 

WOU graduate hopes to make Chargers’ ffinal roster 

Wfillfiams ffights for spot
NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE

SAN DIEGO — To an out-
sfider, Tyrell Wfillfiams’  catch
fin the fourth quarter of the
San Dfiego Chargers’ presea-
son game agafinst Arfizona
was just another statfistfic. 
To those who saw hfis one-

handed grab, fit was
Wfillfiams’ ffirst hfighlfight as
an NFL player. 

“The
quarter-
back sfig-
naled to
convert my
route to a
fade,”
Wfillfiams
safid. “From
there,
you’re play-

fing football one-on-one. I
could only get one hand up
and I just trfied to brfing fit
down any way I could.” 
Sfince sfignfing wfith the

Chargers as an undrafted
rookfie, the Western Oregon
graduate has studfied plays,
and worked to stand out fin
trafinfing camp. 
Now, he hopes to secure a

spot on the Chargers’ ffinal
53-man roster. 
Currently, Wfillfiams fis lfist-

ed fourth fin the depth chart
at WR1 on the Chargers’
team websfite behfind
Keenan Allen, Dontrelle
Inman and Tfitus Davfis (San
Dfiego has WR1, WR2 and
WR3 posfitfions). There are 10
recefivers on thefir roster as of
Monday evenfing. 
The Chargers kept sfix re-

cefivers on thefir 53-man ros-
ter fin 2014, meanfing four re-
cefivers wfill lfikely be cut be-
tween now and the regular
season. 
“It’s deffinfitely competfi-

tfive,” Wfillfiams safid. “We’re all
helpfing each other, though.
The older guys are helpfing
the younger guys so much.

No one fis stand-offfish tryfing
to get the upper hand. Every-
one fis real nfice. You can feel
the competfitfion but we are
all there to help the team
wfin. If we wfin, we all dfid our
jobs and the coaches wfill
make the rfight decfisfion
when the tfime comes.” 
Facfing a battle to make

the actfive roster, Wfillfiams

recorded three catches for
36 yards agafinst Arfizona fin
preseason actfion on Sunday.
The Chargers rested many of
thefir starters, but Wfillfiams,
who made a one-handed
grab along the sfidelfine,
hopes that performance wfill
show how he fis fimprovfing. 
“My route runnfing and

technfique (have fimproved),”

Wfillfiams safid. “I used my
speed and sfize pretty easfily
fin college and that helps fin
the NFL, but fif you don’t
have the technfique, you
won’t get open. I’ve focused
on gettfing the lfittle thfings
rfight and thfings lfike block-
fing to try and catch the
coaches’ eyes.” 

See NFL, Page 11A
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Tyrell Wfillfiams recorded three catches for 36 yards agafinst the Arfizona Cardfinals on Saturday. 

MONMOUTH — Tanner
Omlfid fis comfing home. 
The 2012 Central Hfigh

graduate
spent hfis
ffirst two
collegfiate
seasons
playfing
basketball
at Army
and has de-
cfided to
transfer to
Western Oregon for hfis ffinal
two years of elfigfibfilfity. 
Omlfid’s transfer fis pendfing

approval through WOU’s
complfiance offfice. 
“It’s been one of my goals

growfing up,” Omlfid safid. “I
went to some games grow-
fing up as a kfid. I remember
watchfing former WOU play-
er Robert Day play. He was a
great shooter and was one of
my favorfite players.” 

See WOU, Page 11A
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Tanner Omlfid played two collegfiate seasons at Army.

Omlfid to transfer to Wolves 
Central Hfigh grad played two seasons at Army

MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL Pop Warner, Kfids,
Inc. come together
Youth football leagues combfine 

DALLAS — Dallas resfi-
dent Jeff Hevener remem-
bers seefing young kfids at-
tendfing Dallas Hfigh foot-
ball games wfith thefir
youth unfiforms on, but he
knew somethfing was
wrong. 
Wfith two youth leagues,

Pop Warner and Kfids, Inc.,
kfids had to choose whfich
league to play for. 
Thfings are dfifferent thfis

fall. 
After years of havfing two

youth football leagues fin
Dallas, Pop Warner and
Kfids, Inc. have jofined
forces. Accordfing to Heven-
er, that’s the way fit should
always be. 
“It’s not what kfind of

football are you playfing, fit’s
Dallas football now,”
Hevener safid.  
Hevener has worked wfith

both organfizatfions and was
one of many to help brfing

the two leagues together. 
—

Kfids, Inc. has been a sta-
ple fin the Dallas communfi-
ty, offerfing youth sports for
more than 50 years, Heven-
er safid. 
In 2011, Pop Warner

made fits debut fin Dallas to
help ffill the vofid left when
budget cuts meant mfiddle
school football would be
elfimfinated. 
Soon, an unforeseen

fissue became apparent. 
See YOUTH, Page 11A
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Omlfid

Wfillfiams

One league
• Kfids, Inc. and Pop

Warner have jofined forces
to offer one youth football
league. 
• The two organfizatfions

have co-exfisted sfince
2011.
• Sfign-ups for the

league occur fin Aprfil and
May and are closed for the
2015 season. 

NFL 
• Check onlfine at

www.polkfio.com for a lfink
to a vfideo of San Dfiego
Chargers wfide recefiver
Tyrell Wfillfiams’ fimpressfive
catch agafinst the Arfizona
Cardfinals on Saturday
evenfing. 


