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FALLS CITY — Miya Alter-
matt, 9, was surprised when
Leo the circus clown picked
her from the crowd.

“He wasn’t looking at me,”
she said. 

Miya, who lives in Dallas,
was selected to help enter-
tain the crowd in Falls City
during Wednesday’s first
show of the Culpepper &
Merriweather Circus.  

She more than held her
own with the practiced pro-
fessional, who dressed her
up in a costume, had her
p e r f o r m  g o o f y  s t u n t s
around the
circus ring,
and falsely
a c c u s e d
h e r  o f
s h o o t i n g
a i r  d a r t s
i n t o  h i s
backside.

L e o ’ s
lucky Miya
has a sense
of humor — the latter gag
was her favorite part of her
time in front of the crowd. 

“It was funny,” she said
grinning.

Being selected to be in the
act made Miya’s first circus
all the better. In addition to
being a star for a few mo-
ments, she was able to ride a
pony for the first time in the
circus’ midway. The  trip was
supposed to be kept secret
from Miya and her younger
sister, but the clever 9-year-
old knew exactly where they
were going. 

“It was supposed to be a
surprise, but I guessed it,”
she said. 

Spoiling the surprise didn’t
dampen the experience. 

“I love the circus,” she
said. 

Miya wasn’t Leo’s only vic-
tim — ehh, volunteer. 

Dallas resident Jessie
Markeo also was picked
from the crowd to keep the
fun going as the circus crew
set up the final act, the im-
pressive “Wheel of Destiny.”

This time, he was sup-
posed to be the model for
Leo’s venture into portrai-
ture. Yes, there were a few
embarrassing costume
changes involved. 

Markeo took the ribbing
from the crowd — he has
family in Falls City — in
stride.

“ I ’ m
happy to
p l a y  a l -
ong,” Ma-
rkeo said.
“I just fig-
u r e d  I
would do it
with family
here. It was
really fun.
The clown

was really nice.” 
Wednesday’s two shows

were a fundraiser for the
Falls City Parents Group and
Falls City Arts Council. Amy
Houghtaling, with the par-
ents group, said ticket sales
were on par with when
Culpepper & Merriweather
came to town two years ago.

Houghtaling said it isn’t
just the shows and fundrais-
ing that makes putting on
the circus worth it. She said
Culpepper & Merriweather
gave away a number of chil-
dren’s tickets for free. 

“Bringing the circus here
is fun,” she said. “It’s good
for our community. Some of
our kids wouldn’t be able to
see it otherwise.”

Falls City big top circus delights crowds
By Jolene Guzman
The Itemizer-Observer

The finale act Wheel of Destiny has two brave and skilled performers flying  almost to the top of the circus tent in —
or outside in one case — two adjoined rings. The louder the crowd cheered the faster the rings flew. 

Jonathan Morales rides a
unicycle on a tightrope.

PHOTOS BY JOLENE GUZMAN/Itemizer-Observer
Leo the circus clown performs during a break with volunteer helper Miya Altermatt.    

“Bringing the circus
here is fun. It’s good
for our community.
Some of our kids
wouldn’t be able to
see it otherwise.”                   

—Amy Houghtaling

The Frugal
Shopper!

Available
online 
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15 Months Subscription for the Price of 12 Months!
Name ___________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

City________________________________________________State ________

Zip___________________________Phone Number ______________________

Card No. _______________________________Expiration Date_____________

Signature ________________________________________________________

Annual
Rate 

In County $27 yr.

Expires 6/30/15

P.O. Box 108 • 147 SE Court St., Dallas OR 97338
503-623-2373 • 503-838-3467

❑  Check
    Enclosed 

❑  Charge my    
 Credit Card

6:30 ‐ 8:30
Acoustic Guitar at Dinner

9:00 ‐ Midnight
Rock, Blues & Jazz Fusion in the Bar

164 C Street
Independence
503-837-0940

Offers exp. 6/30/15

$5 OFF Full Grooming
includes bath, ears, nails, haircut

of your choice and more!____________________________________

$2 OFF Self Grooming
All Breeds & Sizes

(Reg. $12)

FREE GAMES FOR KIDS

ANY

GIANT
PIZZA

ANY

LARGE
PIZZA
ANY

MEDIUM
PIZZASunday - Thursday 11:00 am to 9:00 pm

Friday & Saturday 11:00 am to 10:00 pm

$40
OFF

$300
OFF

$200
OFF

In store, pick up or delivery + charge.
Not valid with other offers. With coupon. 

Expires 6/30/15

FAMILY FILLER
1 Large Single Topping Pizza
8-Piece Chicken
2 Orders Spuds
1 2-Liter Pop

In store, pick up or delivery + charge.
Not valid with other offers. With coupon. 

Expires 6/30/15

Reg. $46.75
$4020

SAVE$6.55

503-623-4943 967 Main St. • Dallas, OR
Phone Ahead

and have your

order ready!

BUD
ON TAP

4th of July 
Celebrations

Publishes
July 1st

Summerfest

Publishes 
July 22nd

Polk County
Fair

Publishes 
August 5th

Hop & 
Heritage

Publishes 
Sept. 16th

Contact Heidi, Rachel or Karen 
by June 11th

to be a part of this special!

503-623-2373
Itemizer-Observer

147 SE Court St, Dallas 

BIG SAVINGS!!!


