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PERS: A lot can happen
before effects are known

Continued from A1

Tami Montague, Dallas
school’s business manager,
cautioned that figure is just an
estimate and likely high be-
cause not all reforms where
overturned.

Other factors, including
stock market performance,
additional legislative
changes, and actions of the
PERS board, could change
the scenario.

“All of this depends on
what happens between now
and July 2017,” Montague
said.

Falls City School District
was prepared for the decision,
taking a pessimistic view on
the reforms passing court
muster ,and set aside the esti-
mated savings, about $30,000,
just in case.

“T would have loved to
spend that money, because we
needed it,” Falls City Superin-
tendent Jack Thompson said.
“But I tried to have a little fore-
sight.”

Perrydale and Central
school districts were in the
process of reviewing what the
ruling would mean.

“Obviously it is an issue that
we need to begin to address
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June 1, 1926 — April 28, 2015

now so we minimize the im-
pact on our district and our
community in the future,” said
Central Superintendent Buzz
Brazeau.

For Polk County, the ruling
means an increase of $400,000
to $600,000 per year, accord-
ing to County Administrator
Greg Hansen.

He said that is an estimate
until PERS releases from de-
tails about the adjustments
that will have to be made,
which he anticipates in the
coming weeks.

Hansen wasn't surprised by
the judgement either.

“When you try to do things
retroactively, the courts have
ruled pretty strongly that is a
contractual obligation,” he
said. “The best you can hope
for is going from this point for-
ward.”

Foggin said there’s still time
for the legislature to try to
make changes in light of the
ruling.

Following the announce-
ment of the decision, the
League of Oregon Cities put
together a wish list of issues
for the legislature to tackle
to ease the burden. Those
include examining other

possible PERS reforms and
rejecting proposals that
would cut property taxes
and increase public con-
tracting requirements on
local government.

Whether that is possible —
especially addressing other
PERS reforms — is yet to be
seen.

Democratic leaders House
Speaker Tina Kotek and Senate
President Peter Courtney have
signaled that the 2013 legisla-
tion was the legislature’s best
shot at PERS reform and noth-
ing more would be done this
session.

Gov. Kate Brown, in con-
trast, issued a statement say-
ing she will be looking into the
ruling and working with the
PERS board to determine
“next steps.”

If the legislature doesn’t take
up PERS again this session,
Foggin hopes lawmakers will
look harder at tax reform.

“There still could be a fix,”
he said. “They are wrestling
with property tax corrections,
maybe this will help them de-
cide to do something with
them. We don't know right
now. There is always hope that
something will be done.”

NEWS IN BRIEF

WIMPEG sees changes

MONMOUTH — Rod Killen has resigned
as the director of WIMPEG, Western Oregon
University, Independence, Monmouth pub-
lic-education-government public access tel-
evision, Monmouth Mayor John Oberst
said.

Efforts to make the TV station a 501 c3
nonprofit have stalled, meaning the board
of directors has gone back to the original
intergovernmental agreement to determine
how to run the program, Oberst said.

The board will search for a high-defini-
tion server and will work on adding equip-
ment to help increase programming, Oberst
added. One thing the WIMPEG board will
consider is one TV channel to serve both In-
dependence and Monmouth.

The WIMPEG board consists of a city
councilor from each city, a representative
from WOU, and a citizen from each city.
Right now, Oberst fills the spot of a “citizen
representative” from Monmouth.

Dallas weed abatement
program kicks off

DALLAS — It's that time again — time to
make sure your yard isn't taken over by tall
grass and weeds.

The city of Dallas is beginning its annual
weed, grass and debris abatement program
and will work with residents to eliminate
nuisances.

According to city code the following are
prohibited: any vegetation that is a fire haz-
ard; weeds or grass that are more than 10
inches tall; weeds or grass going to seed;
and the accumulation of debiris, or other re-
fuse that is not removed within a reason-
able time.

It is the responsibility of each property
owner to cut down or destroy noxious veg-
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the guidance center secre-
tary at Dallas High School,
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etation. The code will be enforced through-
out the growing season from spring
through early fall.

For more information, call the city’s weed
abatement hotline at 503-831-3510.

BLM management plan

ready for comment

POLK COUNTY — The U.S. Department of
Interior Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
has released its new draft resource man-
agement plan for Western Oregon for pub-
lic comment.

The plan outlines how the BLM will man-
age its lands for the recovery of threatened
and endangered species, providing for
clean water, and producing a “sustained
yield” of timber products, among other ob-
jectives.

There are 2.5 million acres in Oregon, in-
cluding nearly 42,000 acres in Polk County.
The draft plan will be available for review
and comment until July 23 and can be
found at: www.blm.gov/or/plans/rmp-
swesternoregon.

Ugo’s Pizza fundraiser
helps support nonprofit

DALLAS — Ugo’s Pizza Parlor in Dallas is
hosting a fundraiser for nonprofit A Gift of
Time Oregon Tuesday from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m.

A portion of the proceeds of dine-in and
carry-out orders will benefit the statewide
organizations that provides a weekend
break for non-professional family caregivers
and relatives. Also, the program offers rele-
vant education, resource awareness, and a
brief respite from the selfless task of taking
care of their loved ones.

For more information, Rich Wolcott 503-
559-2741.
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Ruth was an accomplished pianist and enjoyed many sports
including golf and tennis. Ruth was a loyal member of the
Eastern Star and American Association of University Women.
She loved cats and had one always in her life. Ruth suffered
a stroke at age 47 which cut her career short. Despite her dis-
ability, she lived independently for over 30 years. She had
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maschofsky; sister, Jean Cut-
ler; four grandchildren; nine
step-grandchildren; and nu-
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positive outlook.

Chehalis, WA 98532.

many friends and was known for her smile, her laughter and

She is survived by her three children Nannette Nelson of
Vancouver, WA, Eric Nelson (Debra) of Kent, WA and Elda
Orr (Doug) of Hood River, OR. She has five grandchildren —
Tyler, Ian, Amelie, Carson and Lauren.

Her four brothers, Wyman, Don, Merritt and Darwin and
one sister, Elda, preceded her in death.

A memorial service will be held at 10:30 am, on Saturday,
May 16, 2015 at Claquato Cemetery, 142 Stearns Road,

Donations can be made in Ruth's name to the Oregon Hu-
mane Society (1067 NE Columbia Blvd., 97211).

Arrangements are under the direction of Anderson's Trib-
ute Center, 1401 Belmont Avenue, Hood River, Oregon
97031. Please visit www.AndersonsTributeCenter.com to leave
a note of condolence for the family.
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You've just moved.
Can your prearrangements follow you?

We get questions like this
frequently and the answer is “yes.”
As prearrangement experts,
we can help you simplify the
process and answer any
questions you may have.
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Feb. 14, 1927 — April 30, 2015

Mildred L. Schoenborn,
88, of Monmouth died
Thursday.

She was born in Eugene
to Frank and Eugenia Curtis
Domaschofsky.

Mildred grew up in Dallas
and graduated from Dallas
High School. She moved to
Sutherlin where she raised
her children, and in 1984,
she settled in Monmouth.

She was preceded in
death by her first husband,
Richard Murphy. She mar-
ried Milo Schoenborn on
June 10, 1994.

merous great-great-grand-
children.

Memorial service is May
16 at 11 a.m. at the Church
of Christ in Monmouth. A
potluck gathering will follow
at the church.

Dallas Mortuary Tribute
Center handled arrange-
ments. To send an online
condolence: www.dallastrib-
ute.com.

C. Howard Wilson

Sept. 29, 1925 — April 28, 2015
Memorial service for C.
Howard Wilson, 89, of Mon-
mouth will be June 1 at 11
a.m. at Monmouth Christian
Church, 959 Church StW.
Farnstrom Mortuary in In-
dependence handled
arrangements. To send an on-
line condolence: www.Farn-
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Salem Arletia Ruth James
412 Lancaster Drive NE

July 31, 1929 — May 2, 2015

Memorial service for Ar-
letia Ruth James, 85, of Dal-
las is Sunday at 10:30 a.m. at
Dallas Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church, 589 SW Birch St.

Farnstrom Mortuary in In-
dependence handled
arrangements. To send an on-

Salem, OR 97301
(503) 581-6265
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