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Teens carve out library niche

By Jolene Guzman
The Itemizer-Observer

DALLAS — Contrary to
popular belief, libraries
aren't just for older people.

In fact, the Dallas Public
Library has a seven-member
Teen Advisory Board (TAB)
dedicated solely to making
the library a fun place for
teenagers to be.

“I heard other libraries
have success with it, and I
wanted to try to see if that
would work for Dallas,” said
Betty Simpson, the librarian
in charge of children’s and
teen activities at the library.

With the help of TAB, the
library has created an ex-
panded “young adult” sec-
tion and is revamping its
teen-centric activities.

“In the past, our young
adult program has been
pretty poorly attended, so
we are trying to fix that,”
said Emily Demarest, an as-
sistant librarian working
with the young adult pro-
gram.

TAB member Hannah
Morelli, an eighth-grader at
LaCreole Middle School and
library volunteer, said she
wanted to join the group,
which began meeting three
months ago, to change that
by trying “to improve the
young adult section of the li-
brary and all the activities
that go on.”

So far, so good.

At the most recent movie
night, more than 20 teens
showed up, among the best
turnouts in recent years. At
the board’s advice, the li-
brary is scheduling movies
that correspond to other
events, such as premiers of
films based on books by the
same author.

On Monday, TAB held a
fundraiser to support that
mission — duct taping Li-
brary Manager Mark Green-
halgh-Johnson to the wall —
collecting money for movie
licensing fees. The event
raised more than $200 to-
ward the fees for movies.

Ultimately, the board
members would simply like
to see more kids their age
check out what the library
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Members of Dallas Public Library’s Teen Advisory Board and assistant librarian Emily
Demarest, center, discuss activities and plans at a recent board meeting at the library.

Check It Out

What: Dallas Public Li-
brary Teen Book Club and
Teen Advisory Board.

When: Every second
Wednesday of the month
at 3:45 p.m.

Where: Dallas Public Li-
brary, 950 Main St., Dallas.

For more information:
503-623-2633.

has to offer. They might be
surprised, said TAB member
Sascha Hull. She wants other
teens to discover “the joy of
other worlds that you can
find in reading. There is
something almost magical
about opening a new book
for the first time.”

Simpson said TAB mem-
bers already have made a
difference with their sugges-
tions of what materials to
add to the library’s collec-
tion, including some hard-
to-find, older or brand-new
titles.

“They are not necessarily
on the award-winning list,
but they are the books that
kids like,” she said. “They do
get checked out.”

With the growing collec-
tion, and kids their age mak-
ing recommendations,
Morelli encourages even
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Dallas City Manager Ron Foggin puts a duct tape tie on
Library Manager Mark Greenhalgh-Johnson Monday,
part of a“Tape Mark to the Wall” fundraiser.

those teens who don't like
books to give the library a
chance.

“A lot of kids don't like to

read and if they could come
to the library, maybe they
would find something they
like,” she said.

FAIRGROUNDS CALENDAR

POLK COUNTY
FAIRGROUNDS
& EVENT CENTER
520 S. Pacific Highway (99W)
Rickreall
503-623-3048
www.co.polk.or.us/fair

FEBRUARY

7 — PSWCD Plant Sale

7 — Rickreall Roundup

7 — Fair Board work session

7 — Wagon Wheelers

8 — Square Dance Lessons

12 — Polk County Saddle-
ites meeting

14 — Ham Radio Show

14 — Wagon Wheelers

15 — Square Dance Lessons

18 — Fair Foundation meet-
ing

19 — Fair Board meeting

20-22 — Polk County Home
and Garden Show

21 — Oregon Poultry Swap

22 — Square Dance Lessons

28 — Beef weigh-in

MARCH

1 — Polk Flea Market

7 — Polk County Folk Festival

12 — Polk County Saddle-
ites meeting

14-15 — Spring Gun Show

19 — Fair Board meeting

19-22 — Good Sam RV Rally

28 — Doll Show and Sale
APRIL

4 — Swine Sale

4 — Wagon Wheelers

5 — Flea Market

Solution on Page 17A

9-11 — Oregon OIld Time
Fiddlers Convention

10-12 — Oregon Meat Goat
Producers Show and Sale

11 — Wagon Wheelers

16 — Fair Board meeting

17-19 — Gem and Mineral

S|7 1

Show
23-25 — Quilt Show
MAY
2 — Swine, sheep, goat
weigh-in

Schedule Subject to Change
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www.edwardjones.com

So Much Planning

Goes into Retirement.
Have You Thought About Taxes As Well?

It’s likely that your retirement income may come
from many sources, such as Social Security, pension
distributions, a 401(k) or IRA withdrawals. That’s
why, if taxes are a concern for you, it’'s important
to choose the right investments for your portfolio.
At Edward Jones, we have many options that can
give you more control over your taxes, so you can
enjoy what you’ve worked so hard to achieve.

Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors cannot provide tax
advice. You should consult with a qualified tax specialist for professional

advice on your specific situation.

Call today to see how our unique,
face-to-face approach makes us
best suited to help long-term in-
vestors meet their current needs
and future financial goals.

Bob Timmerman
Financial Advisor
503-623-5584

159 SW Court Street D

las, OR 97338

Ben Meyer, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
503-606-3048

193 E. Main Street Mon-
mouth, OR 97361

Kelly K. Denney
Financial Advisor
503-623-2146

244 E. Ellendale, Suite 2
Dallas, OR 97338

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Member SIPC

Fill in the grid so the numbers 1 through 9
appear just once in every column, row, and
three-by-three square. See example above.

The Christian Science Monitor

X

58th Annual Community Awards Cereﬁony
x Hosted by the

x CHAMBER. OF COMMERCE
Seeking” Sponsors

and Nominations  ~
A Formal Affair on Friday, Februa*ry 20, 2015

X

For more information, please

visit our website: www.dallasoregon.org/awards
or eMail us: chamber@dallasoregon.org  +
or call us: 503.623.2564

Cannabis advocate
has eyes on Dallas

Medical marijuana business might

lobby for change

By Jolene Guzman
The Itemizer-Observer

DALLAS — Medical mar-
ijuana in Dallas?

No, but it is a conversa-
tion local medical marijua-
na advocates say they
would like to start with city
officials.

Margo Lucas, a Polk
County resident and mem-
ber of the Salem Cannabis
Industry Association, re-
cently spoke before the Dal-
las City Council, suggesting
the city reconsider its posi-
tion on medical marijuana
dispensaries.

Currently, the city’s de-
velopment code has a pro-
hibition on business that
don’t comply with federal
law, in this case federal law
doesn't recognize the med-
ical use of marijuana. In
order to permit a dispensa-
ry, the city would have to
change its code.

While it has passed ordi-
nances to tax both medical
and recreational marijuana
businesses, the city to this
point has expressed no in-
terest in changing the code
to accommodate dispen-
saries.

This case is no exception,
Dallas City Manager Ron
Foggin said on Monday.

“We could not move for-
ward with any business (in-

in city ordinance

volving marijuana),” Foggin
said.

Lucas and the Salem
group want to see if that po-
sition could be changed.

“It’s obviously up to
them, but we would like to
work and help them howev-
er we can,” Lucas said Fri-
day.

Lucas, who lives in rural
Polk County, said her objec-
tive was to open a dispensa-
ry in Dallas to help serve the
need in the area. As of Jan. 1,
there were 1,061 medical
marijuana card holders in
Polk County, according to
the Oregon Health Authori-
ty. There are only two dis-
pensaries in Polk County,
both in Independence.

Lucas said she’s in talks
with city officials, but “no
plans have been made at
this time.”

Foggin said so far that
discussion has just consist-
ed of Lucas asking what the
city’s policy is on dispen-
saries and her comments
before the council on Jan.
20, not a formal request for
a review of an application.

However, that hasn’t
stopped Lucas from check-
ing out possible locations.
She said she has been
speaking with landlords in
Dallas about the possibility
of a dispensary if the city’s
code were to change.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

POLK

COUNTY

FOLRLIFE
10 10PM

& Event Center
* Live Music & Dance ¢ Performing Arts ¢ Ethnic Food

* Kid Area * Acoustic
* Rogue Farms Beer

Information & full details: www.polkcountyfolklife.com

Saturday,
March 7
10AM

Music Jamming Area
& Airlie Wine Garden

Barb Mylnechuk Ins Agency Inc
Barb Mylnechuk, Agent
1697 Monmouth St
Independence, OR 97351
Bus: 503-606-0066

o StateFarm-

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

1201159

More
discounts.

State Farm® offers more
discounts to more drivers.
Get to a better State”.
Get State Farm.

CALL ME TODAY.
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Matinees are all shows
before 6pm. New pricing for
matinees are: Adult $7.25
Children $6.75 - Senior $7.00
Pricing does not reflect
3D showings.
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