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EDITORIALS
Levy will be a tough
sell to county voters | |

We are glad that the Polk County Board of Commis-
sioners has decided to refer a five-year countywide public
safety levy to voters. It was the right decision and, in our
opinion, a bit overdue.

But based on the early reaction from many citizens, sup-
porters of the levy have their work cut out to convince folks
that additional taxes are needed. And with the election
scheduled May 19, they don't have much time to do that.

From what we have heard via phone calls, emails and,
most notably, our Facebook page, there is a lot of misin-
formation, mistrust and misunderstanding out there
when it comes to county government and how the public
safety system works. It is clear that far too few citizens at-
tended any of the nine public hearings commissioners
held throughout the county, from Independence to Grand
Ronde, Falls City to West Salem, to educate themselves on
the public safety system and the need for such a levy.

Many people seem to believe Polk County government
is loaded with money, overpays its employees and simply
isn't prioritizing how it spends its money. That may be the
biggest obstacle to overcome if this levy has any chance to
pass.

Voters will be asked to decide if they want to add 45
cents per $1,000 of assessed value to their tax bills for a
five-year period starting in 2015-16. The owner of a home
assessed at $150,000 would pay an additional $67.50 per
year for this levy.

It wasn't too long ago — November 2013, to be exact —
when county voters were asked to approve a four-year
public safety levy with a maximum tax rate of 60 cents per
$1,000 of assessed value. That measure was soundly de-
feated at the polls by a nearly 58 percent-to-42 percent
margin — that after a poll six weeks before the election
showed the levy passing with a nearly 60-percent ap-
proval rating and only a 3.75-percent margin of error.
Something happened between then and the time voters
received their ballots. That answer must be found and ad-
dressed during this campaign.

One of the leading ways supporters can pick up “yes”
votes is through a complete financial transparency pres-
entation. County officials and levy supporters need to
show how Polk salaries compare to other similar counties.
They must better demonstrate how various funds within
the overall budget work and why certain monies can’t
simply be reallocated to another fund, say health and
human services to the sheriff’s department or district at-
torney’s office. They need to continue to explain clearly
that federal timber dollars, which helped pay for the ma-
jority of the public safety departments in years past, are
gone and won't be coming back. They must demonstrate
that the county really is working with a leaner workforce
in every department, not just public safety, than it did five
and 10 years ago.

All of that, and much more, will need to be done — and
done quickly. The average person who doesn't follow gov-
ernment, has little interest in it and is only concerned
with his or her tax bill must be convinced of the real need
and what happens if this levy were to fail. If not, this
measure has little chance at passing.

PUBLIC AGENDA

Public Agenda is a listing of upcoming meetings for gov-
ernmental and nongovernmental agencies in Polk County.
To submit a meeting, send it to the Itemizer-Observer via
fax (503-623-2395) or email (kholland@polkio.com).

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 4
» Polk County Board of Commissioners — 9 a.m., Polk
County Courthouse, 850 Main St., Dallas. 503-623-8173.
« Monmouth Historic Commission — 6 p.m., Volunteer Hall,
144 S. Warren St., Monmouth. 503-838-0722.
« Monmouth Planning Commission — 7 p.m., Volunteer
Hall, 144 S. Warren St.,, Monmouth. 503-838-0722.

SATURDAY, FEB. 7
« Polk County Fair Board Work Session — 7:30 a.m., Polk
County Fairgrounds & Event Center, 520 S. Pacific Highway
(99W), Rickreall. 503-623-3048.

MONDAY, FEB. 9

- Dallas School Board — 3 p.m., LaCreole Middle School,
701 SE LaCreole Drive, Dallas. 503-623-9664, ext. 2334.

- Perrydale School Board — 7 p.m., Perrydale School, 7445
Perrydale Road, Amity. 503-623-2040.

+ Luckiamute Domestic Water Cooperative Board — 7
p.m., Luckiamute Domestic Water Cooperative office, 8585
Suver Road, Monmouth. 503-838-2075.

TUESDAY, FEB. 10
+ Polk County Board of Commissioners — 9 a.m., Polk
County Courthouse, 850 Main St., Dallas. 503-623-8173.
- Dallas Planning Commission — 7 p.m., City Hall, 187 SE
Court St., Dallas. 503-831-3502.
+ Independence City Council — 7:30 p.m., Independence
Civic Center, 555 S. Main St., Independence. 503-838-1212.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 11
« Monmouth Library Advisory Board — 7 a.m., Monmouth
Public Library, 168 S. Ecols St.,, Monmouth. 503-838-0722.
+ Polk County Board of Commissioners — 9 a.m., Polk
County Courthouse, 850 Main St., Dallas. 503-623-8173.
« Monmouth Park and Recreation Board — 7 p.m., Volun-
teer Hall, 144 S. Warren St., Monmouth. 503-838-0722.
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LETTERS TO THE

EDITOR

Donations for dog
shelter appreciated

The Dallas Police Depart-
ment wishes to extend its
gratitude to Skip and Betty
Lowrie and friends for their
ongoing support of the Dal-
las Police Department dog
shelter.

The Lowrie family and
friends donated $845 and
129%2 pounds of food to our
shelter this winter alone.

Donations from the
Lowrie family and their
friends, along with individ-
ual donations from other in-
dividuals, allow us to im-
prove our shelter. We are
proud of the success of our
animal control program,
and especially our ability to
reunite dogs with owners.

When a dog is loose in
the city, officers try to locate
the owner using searches of
our licensing program. Even
if the dog does not currently
have a license or is missing
its tag, we can sometimes
find the owner by matching
dogs with expired licenses
in the area. We can also get
owner information from mi-
crochips if the dog has one
and it has been registered.
Finally, residents of Dallas
provide temporary foster
homes for some dogs until
the owners are found. These
resources mean many loose
dogs never have to go to the
shelter.

If a dog does end up in
our shelter or in foster care,
we put the dog’s informa-
tion out on Facebook. This

has a very high success rate
of reuniting dogs with own-
ers. After a waiting period,
we also try to find un-
claimed dogs new homes.

Thanks to all of this com-
munity support, we only
had to send 10 dogs to the
humane society for them to
try to adopt out in all of
2014.

Lt. Jerry Mott
Dallas Police Department

Simple battle cry:
No more new taxes

With the possibility of the
second-highest property
taxes in the state and the
lowest income rate per family
here in Polk County, it'’s not
good for we the home own-
ers. Too many foreclosures
hurt our property values.

It's time for our city,
county and state to just live
within their general budget.
Stop taxing us to make up
for your shortfalls and start
standing up to the contracts
that kill your budgets, like
PERS.

Send a message — vote
“no” on all levies.

Kenneth Mayer
Dallas

Good Samaritan
thanked for help

On Jan. 23 at about 11:30
a.m., I fell when crossing the
street at the corner of Main
and Walnut in Dallas. A gen-
tleman saw me fall, stopped,

and came to my assistance.

He helped me up, got me
under the eaves of the
building and called 9-1-1 for
medics. This gentleman
stayed with me until the
medics arrived. When the
medics started checking me
out, the gentleman left.

No one got his name or
phone number, so I have
not been able to contact
and thank him in person or
over the phone. I am hoping
he will read this and know I
want him to know how
thankful I am for his assis-
tance.

Carmen Moye
Salem

Look at different
options than levy

Before asking, again, for
money from tax-strapped
residents, Polk County
should reorganize personnel
within the sheriff’s budget.

There is nothing in Ore-
gon law requiring deputies
in the jail. Put officers back
on patrol and replace them
with professional correc-
tions officers, providing
$12,000 to $25,000 savings
per month for patrol
deputies.

If the voters pass this levy,
it will be a year before we
see 22 new personnel. It will
be another two years before
they finish their training
cycle. What do we do when
the levy runs out?

Steve Pickering
Dallas

WANT TO WRITE A LETTER?

Letters to the editor are lim-
ited to 300 words. Longer letters
will be edited.

Election-related letters of all
types are limited to 100 words.
Writers are limited to one elec-
tion-related letter per election
season. Election letters from
writers outside of Polk County
are not accepted.

Each writer is restricted to
one letter per 30-day period.

Letters that are libelous, ob-
scene or in bad taste will not be
printed. Attacks by name on
businesses or individuals will
not be printed.

Letters to the editor that are
obvious promotions for a busi-
ness, products or services will
not be printed.

The Itemizer-Observer does
not guarantee the accuracy of
facts presented by letter writers;
dissenters are welcome to re-
spond. Letter writers who dis-
agree with other published
letter writers should maintain a
civil discourse and address the
subject, not the author.

Letters, like all editorial mate-
rial submitted to the newspaper,
are edited for length, grammar
and content.

Letters must include the au-
thor’s name, address and tele-
phone number. This includes
letters submitted via the /-O’s
website. Names and cities of res-
idence are published; street ad-
dresses and telephone numbers
are used for verification pur-

poses only.

Letters must be submitted
from individuals, not organiza-
tions, and must be original sub-
missions to the /-0, not copies of
letters sent to other media.

Letters of thanks to busi-
nesses, individuals and organi-
zations are limited to 10 names.

The deadline for letters to the
editor is Monday a 10 a.m. Let-
ters submitted may not be re-
tractable after this deadline.

Reach us at:

Mail: Editor, Polk County
Itemizer-Observer, P.O. Box 108,
Dallas, OR 97338.

Fax: 503-623-2395.

Email: ionews@polkio.com.

Office: 147 SE Court St,, Dallas.

Visit the Itemizer-Observer’s website,
www.polkio.com, for past Letters to the Editor,
editorials and more local opinion pieces
regarding Polk County issues

How to

Contact
Officials

GOVERNOR
Gov. John Kitzhaber (Dem.)
160 State Capitol
900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301
503-378-4582
Email: via website,
http://governor.oregon.gov/

STATE LEGISLATORS
Sen. Arnie Roblan
(District 5, Democrat)
S-417 State Capitol
900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1705
sen.arnieroblan@state.or.us
www.oregonlegislature.gov/roblan

Sen. Jackie Winters
(District 10, Republican)
S-301 State Capitol
900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1710
sen.jackiewinters@state.or.us
www.oregonlegislature.gov/winters

Sen. Brian Boquist
(District 12, Republican)
S-305 State Capitol
900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1712
sen.brianboquist@state.or.us
www.oregonlegislature.gov/boquist

Rep. David Gomberg
(District 10, Democrat)
H-471 State Capitol
900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1410
rep.davidgomberg@state.or.us
wwwi.oregonlegislature.gov/gomberg

Rep. Paul Evans
(District 20, Democrat)
H-281 State Capitol
900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1420
rep.paulevans@state.or.us
www.oregonlegislature.gov/evans

Rep. Mike Nearman
(District 23, Republican)
H-378 State Capitol
900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301
503-986-1423
rep.mikenearman@state.or.us
www.oregonlegislaturegov/nearman

U.S. CONGRESS
Sen. Ron Wyden (Dem.)
221 Dirksen SOB
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-5244
Fax: 202-228-2717
Salem office: 707 13th St. SE,
Suite 285, Salem, OR 97301
Phone: 503-589-4555
Email: via website,
www.wyden.senate.gov

Sen. Jeff Merkley (Dem.)
313 Hart SOB
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-3753
Fax: 202-228-3997
Salem office: 495 State St. SE,
Suite 330, Salem, OR 97301
Phone: 503-362-8102
Email: via website,
www.merkley.senate.gov

Rep. Kurt Schrader (Dem.)
108 Cannon HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515
Phone: 202-225-5711
Fax: 202-225-5699
Salem office: 544 Ferry St. SE,
Suite 2, Salem, OR 97301
Phone: 503-588-9100
Fax: 503-588-5517
Email: via website,
www.schrader.house.gov

POLK COUNTY
Board of Commissioners
850 Main St.
Dallas, OR 97338
Phone: 503-623-8173
www.co.polk.or.us

CITIES
Dallas
187 SE Court St.
Dallas, OR 97338
503-623-2338
www.ci.dallas.or.us
Falls City
299 Mill St.

Falls City, OR 97344
503-787-3631
www.fallscityoregon.gov
Independence
555 S. Main St.
Independence, OR 97351
503-838-1212
www.ci.independence.or.us
Monmouth
151 W. Main St.
Monmouth, OR 97361
503-838-0722
www.ci.monmouth.or.us
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