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One Body ” and mutually assist
e another in building up and per-
iting denominationalism. But

THE CONVERSION OF THE

4 JAILER.

'hat, let us ask, becomes of our

inctive plea when our brethren
dentify themselves with these
neetings ? Do they endeavor to

how these clergymen that de-

minationalism is sinful, and that

rinkling and pouring and infant

ptism are unseriptural and

-{dangerous, and that they them-

lves are not members of the

Church of God? - We apprehend | W
that if these things should be faith-

i fully presented in their Sctiptural

j light, that perfect -harmony would

~ i not - prevail very long .in' these

 meetings. 1f these things are not

| 80 presented, then our grand plea

 is compromised for the sake of
working harmoniously with sec-
tarianism. But if they all simply
agree to disagree, then they are
dishomest with themselves and
with their brethren, and have
turned traitors to the cause they
plead. Furthermore, how can any
one meet one day in each week
with these denominational preach-

ers and work harmoniously with

. m; .and then comentioudy

spend the rest of the week in an
effort to overthrow the very things
hey are seekIng to build up ? Can
e work harmoniously with sin?
o say that these preachers are
jgnorant  of their unseriptural
hing
elp the matter, for in this case the
uty of our brethren to enlighten
em only becomes the more ap
arent. Of course, if these associa-
ons can only induce our brethren
commit themselves and thus put
pad-lock on their mouths, they
ve gained a point. Otherwise
ey are not likely to insist on our
ethren to become members of
em.
Now if we are asked what we
ould do if invited to become a
mber of these associations, we
pswer : If their avowed and prac-
object is to investigate the
ible with a view to ascertain the
hole truth on our points of differ-
and will admit frank and free
vestigation to this end, and also
n order that we may all find the
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and practices does not

of Portland, is giving the Sunday-
school lessons with comments. In
the lesson for the 17th inst., on the
conversion of the Jailer, Acts 19 :-

“The Pacific Christion—Advoeste

25-40, we find the following para-

uot Paul say; “ Therefore we are
buried with him by baptism into
th: that like as Christ was raised
up from the de y the g
the Father, even so we also  should
walk in newness of life.” Rom.6:3.
You see then that the primitive
custom was to take them down into
the water and bury them with their

graphT
The baptism of his family. When
he had dene all he could for the
ners, “He and all his, straight-

" were baptized. How ? There

is not the slightest allusion to man-
ner. It is very hard work to make
immersion hers. As in every other
instance in the New Testament con-
siderable addition must be made to
the Bible before there can be any
immersion proved. One fact how-
ever is very significant—His whole
fsmll “all hw” was baptized
ﬁxm Does God recognize the
famlly or only the individual? If
he ~ circumcised children into the
Jewish church on the faith of the
nt and did baptize several
ouseholds apparently on the faith
of the ent it looks something
like Infant baptism. It is not cer-
tain but that these were all adults
and all converted and all immersed
but no body would ever guess such
a thing from the record. Then he

| fed these hungry and tired men and

himself rejoiced with a new born|
joy with all his house.

This is a fair sample of the kind
of Scripture that is being taught
the children of Christian parents
who send their children to Metho-
dist Sunday-schools, and yet in
some places they persist in sending
them. Such teaching may do for
that portion of the Advocate’s read-
ers who do not take their Bibles to
the Sunday-school and who do not
read them at home; but those who
know what it is to read the word of
God and how to do it, it will hardly
prove satisfactory. Let us look at
it.

1. The writer says, “it is very
hard work to make immersion
here.” Why so? Did Christ ever
command anything else for baptism,
and did the apostles ever teach or
practice anything else ? If so, will
the Advocate tell us what it was
and where to find it ? Does our
contemporary dare translate the
Greek word baptizo sprinkle or

pour? Or does he know of astand

Yo

Lord in baplism; Faise themrup-and-

then bring them up out of the wa-
ter to go on their way rejoicing. So
it is not véry hard work to make
immersion here after all. :

“ Bat ” says one “ they were bap-
tized in the house.” Suppose they
were, could not they have been im-
mersed in the house ? Are not hun-
dreds of people immersed in houses
now ? But let us see if the jailer
was baptized in the house-- The
text. says: “ And they spoke unto
him the word of the Lord, and to all
that were in his house” So the
preaching was done in his house.
Then “he took them the same hour
of the night and washed theirstripes;
and was baptized, he and all his
straightway.” The verb took shows
a removal of the parties some-
where. whether to some other part
-of the house or out of it, it does not
determine. . But “when he had
brought them into his house, he set
meat before them,” ete. So then he
took them out of the house, and the
baptizing occurred between the
time he took them out of the house
and the time he brought them
unto the house. Hence the baptism
did not take place in the house.

“ But there was no water there
in which to immerse,” says another.
What about that river mentioned
in the thirteenth verse on the bank
of which Paul converted Lydia, and
in which he immersed her? Now
we leave the Advocate to tell us if
it  seriously thinks the jailer and
his household went out to the river
at the hour of midnight to have a
few drops water sprmklod or poured
on their heads

2. The writer thmks, “If He
(God) circumcised children into the
Jewish church on the faith of the
parent and did baptize several

several households apparently on

the faith of.the parent, it looks

17 : 9-14 et al. The faith of the

parent had about as much to do

with the children getting into the
moon. They were in there because

they could not help it. The idea

that ba.pt.mm came in room of ecir-

cumcision is without the shadow of

foundation in tho word of God.

M

onthofaithofthep.rentmthe_,

foundation of the world or has au-

thorized any one else to do so, we
will take it as a great favor if the
Advocate will tell us in what part

of the Word of God such baptism
can be found | We know there were

no infants in the Jailer's household
(1) Paul
and Silas spoke the word of the
Lord to all that were in his house.

for the following reasons :

Did they preach the gospel to in-
fants ? (2) He rejoiced and believed
in God with all his house. Could

infants rejoice and believe in God 7

They werg not there, just as many
households are now baptized in
which there are no infants.

This whole effort reminds us of a
Methodist class meeting of which

we once heard. As the, account

runs, the preacher in charge desired

to investigate the subject and re- - .
quested each of his membets to

bring to the next meeting a passage
of Seripture that would prove In-
fant baptism. The congregatiom
assembled, and the preacher called
on the first brother to head his
passage. He arose and read, “Then
were there brought unto him little

children, that he should put his -

hands on them and pray. . . . And
he laid his hands on them and de-
parted thence.” Matt. 19 :13-15,
“That is good,” said the preacher.
“Any remarks 7’ At this moment
an old brother, whom we will eall
John Smith, not exat¢tly seeing the
point, arose and said : “I see breth-
ren that that passage speaks about
the children being brought to Christ

that f,hey might.ro'eoivo his bl_ﬂﬁ‘a

and he prayed, laid his hands on
them and blessed them ; but it does
not say anything sbout his baptiz-
ing them.” “True,” says the preach-

er, “ but while it does not mencion
baptism in so many words, yet the



