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by their marriages, were in-
olved in perpetual jealousies. Al-
ugh the gods were called holy
d just, they were full of envy,
th, cruelty, hatred, perfidy and

ultery. Paul gives a very vivid

icture of the heathen world in his

condition was the necessary
nsequence of worshiping the gods
e have mentioned ; for man be-
es assimilated to the character

' the object worshiped.

e Christian _teachers among

Gentiles had to contend with
y propagandists of heathen
stems of philosophy. Platonism
Aristotelianisin had each able

ristianity was pronounced by
m foolishness. In the days of
apostles, Epicureanism,_and
icism were the prevailing
ilosophies at Athens, which was
center of eivilization, according
en—philosephy. At the
iclusion of Paul’s celebrated dis-
urse on Mars’ Hill, the Epicureans
ked, and the Stoics went away
ou again concerning this matter.”
aul warned the Colossians against
1e baneful influence of the leading
ystems of p'hllmoplly belonging to
hat age.
Christianity had to contend
gainst the ecivil power of Rome.
he Roman religion was united to
e-civil power; and Christianity,
its religious tritmphs, incurred
e disfavor of the State..
There were ten great persecu-
ns waged against the Church,
mencing with Nero and ending
h Dioclesian. The last named
narch boasted that he would ex-
minate the Christians; but the
re he persecuted them the faster
y grew, so that finally he had to
e an edict of toleration. After
nflict of three hundred years,
istianity triumphed over both
itical and ecclesiastical Rome.
ough Constantine the Great
not fully understand the true
it of Christianity, he had
ity enough to know that it
the only religion that had in
itality enough to sustain the
ining glory of imperial Rome,
ter, Ky
THE SINLESS AGE.

SALEM, OR., May 10, 1883,
Christian Herald :
EAR Bro,—In a former article
ke of the long ages that may
e passed away while man was
is sinless state, when death, as
nsequence of sin, was to him

unknown. Tune carried them not
on to the grave, when youth, per-
petual youth, through decades, cen-
turies and millenniums may have
been theirs. But alas! the tempter
camé. Man violated the command
of his Creator, then disease began

As food supplled the wasting ener-
gies of the body se the tree of life
healed the maladies that man was
heir to and neutralized death. After
humanity arrived at mdburity the
fruit of this trec and ils leaves

bring age, youth began to fade,
troubles and sorrows were multi-
plied, the earth did not yield to
him her “strength” any longer,
thorns and thistle began to grow ;
man saw the a hing doom
“ Dust thou art and unto dust thou
shalt return.” Now behold a
weeping world.  What untold sor-
rows, pain and grief have rolled

thousand years, and all in conse-
quence of the loss of the tree of
life. - Moses tells us but very little
abont this tree, his account of it is
very short. But John, in his
apocalyptic vision, gives a more full

t+deseription of it;he was permitted

to see it as it is now in heaven, and
says it bore twelve manner of fruit
and yielded its fruit every month

"mﬂﬁm‘w ¢ for

the healing of the nations.
Now be it remembered that this

is after the resurrection and the
| judgment, and after the creation of
the new heaven and the new carth,
and after the saints have put on
immortality and wearing their
spiritual bodies. Then what diseases
-will there be for the leaves of this
tree to heal? But I am inclined to
the opinion that John was permit-
ted to see it just as it grew in the
garden of Eden where it actually
bore twelve manner of fruit and
yielded its fruit every month and
the leaves of it were for the heal-
ing of the nations of the-earth be-
fore their rebellion: Here I will
give my understanding of this part
of the subject, that man was ereated
Just as he is now (sin excepted)
mortal, and subject to disease, de-
cay and death, that his body wasted
away as now, and that eating and
drinking was neccessary to supply
their wasting energies. This seems
to be a universal law of all anima-

tion to this universal law; and to
supply this demand of nature the
earth brought forth abundantly
and yielded to man her strength.
Now there is another law just as
universal, for which there is no
remedy, and that is decay and
death; time carries all animated
beings to the grave. This is just

what the tree of life was for, it
healed discases, perpetuated life

youth “was
perpetually his. Now let us sup-
pose that man had voluntarily re-
fused to eat of this tree for a cer-
tain length of time beyond that in
which it was intended to be used,
age _would. :

upon him and llb&fall would finally
ensue, and by long neglect of this

from mechanieal injuries he possibly

effectually stayed any further ad-
Tvancement o age, bu

tree, voluntarily or otherwise, or |
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Commencement Week in
Ohrlstzancollm

Sunday, June 17th, 11, A. M,
Baecalaureate Sermon, President
Van Scoy, of Willammette Univer-

Tuesday, June 19th, 10, A. M,

Annual Meeting of the Board of

Trustees.
Tuesday evening, 8, P. M., Annual
Reunion of Associate Alumni.
Wednesday evening, June 20th,

-

“I Societ ty Entertainment.

Thursday evening, Jume 21st,
Gradun.tion Exercises.

Report.

iy have st with~violating any

command. Death seems not to
have been in the tree of knowledge
of good-and evil as though it was
poison ; but then becoming diso-
bedient the life-giving tree was
guarded by a flaming sword, and
afterward was removed to heaven
where John saw it as above
described, there to be preserved till
the resurrection, when all the Chris-

- LANCASTER, Ky,
April 16, 1883.
Dear Bro. Floyd :
About one year ago the brethren
here thought that we had added to
the church all that could be reached

in this city. ‘Since then nearly
thirty persons have united with

the church at our regular meetings. .

.. Yours fraternally |

“[tian world will see 1t as 1t grew
and Was beheld by unfallen man in
Eden's garden. With this view of
the subject, and I believe there is
nothing in the Bible that will eon-
tradict it, but that there is a pre-
ponderance of evidence in its favor,

: | the
ted nature, and man was no excep-

-we may look for man and his
works, and expect to find them
occasionally through all the geolo-
gicals formations that contain those

was created simultaneous with man,
or on the same day that he was.
Now I am done with this subject
for the present. These articles
may be considered hypothetical
which, indeed, they were partly in-
tended to be. In this matter I
have had no high way in which to
travel, no beaten path to tread;
that they may contain errors we
may expect, possibly the premesis
wrong. [ submit the subject to the
public for their investigation, ask-
ing them to reecive the good and
reject the evil. Hoping to meet
Christian_world-inthe new

heaven and new earth and find
Paradise restored.
Yours,
G.R. P
——— e

“Men have tried various plans
for the transformation of character ;
but the gospel plan has the advan-
tage of them all. Human expe-
dients propose a change of cireum-
stances ; Lut the gospel proposes a

and destroyed the effects of time,

change of heart.”

of the mammifferous animals that

JAs. W. LowBER,

Report from Kansas.

LEAvENwORTH, KAN.,
May 21, 1883.
Bro. Floyd : |
We had two added to our num-
ber yesterday. We have averaged

about two additions each Sunday

since the 1st of Jan. We have re-
paired our chureh to the amount of
$500. Every thing is now in good
taste and the chureh is at work and
we are happy and prosper.
Your brother in the work,
F. M. RAixs,

R
B e

Department of Public Instruc-
tion. .

SALEM, Onr., May 29, 1883.
The State Teachers’ Association

for 1883, has been appointed to

meet in Salem, June 26th, and will
continue in session June 27th, 28th
and 29th. Teachers and friends of
education in all parts of the State

to attend and take part in its dis-
cussions.

An excellent programme is bomg
prepared and will be printed for
distribution as early as possible,
Superior lectures and instruction
will be given by the leading edu-
cators and teachers of our higher
institutions of learning and the
publie schools.

Arrangements have been made

for reduced rates on the principal

are-cordially and earnestly invited



