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With this number the CHRISTIAN
HERALD enters upon its thirteenth

volume. As to the amount of good
—ho-bhiRALD. has accomplished on

AL AAV0CACY 0 Some ol the
forms of ssctarianism anc

a first-class religious paper.
were nothing more than a matter of
policy with us in publishing such a
paper, or if its aims and purposes
were no higher than the defense
acy of some of the modern

strife, the sooner it ceases to exist
the better it would be for the peo-
ple.” But when we see the. . ignor-
ance, superstition and sectarian op-
pesition even Among many profes-

the Pacific coast during the past
twelve years, we leave for the
“brethren to deeide.. - We are now
concerned more especially with its
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-?or the time to come.

present afd future prospeets..lb.is

[up to a renewed effort in setting
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forth the true principles of New
Testament Chiistianity, and in re-
storing to their original purity the
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np a.nrl our gnod work sustained. by
a noble band of sisters and breth-
ren on the Pacific coast. Let thén
the fruit of our labor during, 1883
tell for the good of our Master's
canuse.- \

‘Church Going.
We are in receipt of some letters
from . brethren wmhlng to know
what must be done in ease the
members of a given econgregation
onl
preacher comes to preack for them.
We would answer in a general way
that such brethren need to be
taught their duty in this respect in

quite evident, however, that its in-
fluenee for good has been safficient-
ly felt during the past that the
brethren are willing to sustain it
We came to
Oregon and took hold of the HERr-
ALD, believing that the brotherhood
of the coast wanted a good paper
published at home and that they
would rally to its support, and we

*m—blﬂ»y to say that so far we

have not been disappointed in our
high - expectations. . Everything
points to the better. Almost every
mail brings us words of cheer and
eneouragement ; and not only are
the old subseribers promptly re-
newing, but new names are coming
in from all parts of the country.
Many of our agents are also show-
ing considerabls interest and zeal
in ‘behalf of the HErALD. One
agent in a few days after our postal
card notice, sent in two post office
money - orders for $56.85. These
names were all sent from his own
town. We call this business.
While we do not expect this much

from all our agents, yet we are al-

ways glad to have a prompt
response to our calls both for renew-

als and for new names. We donot

believe that our agents and the |
brethren generally are actuated by
any selfish spirit or party zeal in
their efforts for our paper. They
work for it because they feel that
such a paper is a moral necessity on
this coast, and is hence one of the
very best means of building up the
cause of Christ in this part of the
country. It is estimated that there |
are at least 20,000 brethren in Cal-

ifornia, Oregon and Washmglun
Territory,
are coming from the Eastern States |

and settling among us amost, daily. |

~Jt.is ot too wuch to say, therefore,
" in view of the future of this

Northwest, that on this coast is one | fully that we enter*upon’ the New
of the very best points in the | year’s work with a light heart,
United States for the publication of | feeling that our hauds will be held
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 is still equal to the demand.

|« Dead Heads,”

and that manv others |
1 the coast.

faith and practice of “the primitive
churches. There is no better way
of doing this than through the me-
dium of a wholesome religious news
Seeing then that
things are true, our duty in this re-
speet is plainly to be seen. Dut
Editors, like other peopfe, wittmake
mistakes, and the man who suppos-
es he never makes any,
never, presume to.ocenpy the  Edit-

paper. these

should

or's churr—'?ﬁat—ﬂ—mﬂpmcr—tbr_ -

him. While on the other hand the

subseriber who-expects to find per-
fection in a religious paper expeets”
to find something that does not be |

long to his own selfish nature,

These are unreasonable men, and
for this class no Editor should at- |
tempt to write. \'u, cannot _spea ak |

| existence.

when the |

We believe that this passage refers
to one of the manifestations of the
unpardonable sin.  Hence we hold
that a wilful and eontinued absence

How t.hen can a church or any
number of brethren absent them-
selves from the house of the Lord
and at-the same-time do their duty
as Christian, men and women ?
And again ; such brethren-evident-

primary chject for which the prim-
itive churches assembled. There is

the ot —of—the—New-Fostament| to meet for the express purpose of

Seriptures, and it is a part of the
preacher’s business to so teach them
when he does ecome, The churech
that does not kmow and realize
that it is the duty of all her mem-
bers when not providentially hin-
dered—to assemble themselves to-
gether on the first day of everg!

obj

week, has lost sigrt of one of thndﬂ

prlmary

for whieh the

ganized, and have set at naught

' some of the plainest and. most 4m-

portant exhortétions mdww
a

of the New l‘aatgmegtnm
church cam nob grow in the grace

‘and knowledge of Jesus Christ, and
in fact is unworthy of its name and
There may be times and

for all Editors, but 80 far as we are ‘ circumstances. umr which it is not:

concerned, we take an infallible
Book as our guide, we have our
own convictions of right and wrong,
subject of eourse to correction and
modification, and we advance
straight forward without turning
either to the right hand or to the
left to please this one or to satisfy
the unreasonable demands of that
We know no policy in mat-
| ters of right and wrong. But after
all, we expect to encounter unjust
' critics and fault finders. There have
been chronie grumblers since Adam
and Eve were justly driven out of
the garden of Eden, and the supply |
Bat
as we have made a rule to mark all
letters coming from this source,
and lay them aside
to take care of themselves,
| not anticipate much troublé from
that class, We are glad to know
| that they are runarkably scarce on

one,

we do

And now Urethren, have
written these few lines for yonren-

eouragement.” We can say truth-

we

T

| neglect this allimportant duty.

always practicable to-meet every
Lord’s day, for so it was with some

ofthe primitive churchel The
church at Jerusalen m scattered
abroad and’ the rs went

everywhere preaching the word.
Buat such cases are very rare, and
are only exceptiongyto the rule. Of
these exceptions, we are not now
writing. We are speaking of those
churches who have ample opporta-
nities for assembling and who do

| not feel obligated to do so, and

hence, through mere indifference,
In
Hebrewe the Apostle says to the
brethren, “ Not forsaking the as-
sembling of ourselves together, as
the manner of some is, but exhort-
ing one another; and so much the
moreas ye see the day approaching.”
What was written for the Hebrew
brethren was written for our admo-
nition, and this passage comes to us
with the force of a command. Now
in the next verse the Apostle gives
vs a reason why we should not

_negleet the ‘assewtling of ourselves

fmm the ammbly of t,he mnu isa

SRS ""hr
maineth no more saerifice for sins.” '
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no evidence that their custom was

R L -

listening to a sermon preached by a
Paul, Apollos, Cephas or some other
good brother; but on the contrary,
we are told l:hat the disciples came
together upon. the first day of the
wnek to break -bread. This.is the
t .for which churches now

| meet, and like the churches
he direction of inspired men
they should do

1’011 the first day of
| every week. It is true that these
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n such occasions, but this was

ther u.qoeondary matter than the
essential part of the worship, " To
suppose that a church can not come
together oo Lord’s day and worship
God acceptablyand that they are not
morally obligated to do so, without

present to discourse to the people is
not only unsecriptural, but it is abso-
lute folly. Until our brethren get
rid of this Roman Catholic idea of
Priest, or “ Pastor” worship, we
have but little hope of seeing the
churches of Christ as prosperous as
they might be otherwise. It is cer-

members to listen to good preach-
ing, and  attentive listening
under some circumstances is
a part of the worship.
listening alome, like faith alone, is
dead. The brother who expects
to go to heaven on what little ser-
vice his ears may render him ‘will,
in our humble opinion, make a poor
showing in the day of judgment.
There is no one who prizes the
value of good Gospel preaching
more than do we, for we learn that
the Gospel-treasure was committgd
into eartlien vessels to be carried to
all people and pations, and Paul
truly asks; “ How shall they hear
withoyt a preagher 7 and how shall
’ne preach except- he be sent ! as ip

together, “For af we sin~ willully
after Lhut we have regeived the
knowledge of the truth, there res

feet of thom that preach the Gospel

| of peace, and bring glad tidings of

a regular preacher of the word is

tainly a good. thing for church

But’
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