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it. AR the maxim runs, “ Where
the Bible speaks we will speak, and
when the Bible is silent, we will be
silent.” - _

2. It necessarily follows that we
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Our Posit.ion.

Seeing that we, as a religious
body of peaple, accept the Bible
alone as our rule of faith and prac-

fice, That 6iit work

a-work of restor ut‘um and that our
aim is to establish and build up
churches all over the land after the
pattern of the Apostolic churches,

must hold the same creed as that |
held by the primitive churches,
Every united body or kingdom
must have a creed or constitution ;
and by their constitution they may
be known. Great Britain is dis-
st 8% ta

»

S
by her constitution, and France
differs from England beeause her
constitution is a different one ; and
just so throughout all the king-

certain  things necessarily and
logically follow from this broad
and primitive platform. Among
these we briefly state the follow-
ing : _

1. In order that we may be like
the primitive churches and thus
worship God acceptably, we must
be known by the same names. The
body of Christ known as his chureh
is not a nameless institution. It

was—named—more—than—eighteen-|-

hundred years' ago, and that too,
by the sanction of divine authority.
Seeing then that” God has named
his church from ifs very begin-
ning, what right has man to make
any changes in these divinely ap
pointed names, or to presume to
substitute others for them? When
we come to look into the Seriptures
we find none of the modern see-
tarian names which ereate con-
fusion and strife and cause division
Such
names were unknown in the days
of the Apostles. But when the
church. as a whole, is spoken of in
the Scriptures, it is called by such
nanes “(Church of God,” “the
kingdom of God,” “ the kingdom of
"and “the one body.” And
“upon this rock 1 will
" which evidently
in calling it the
“ Church ("hrist.” When the
inspired apostles wrote to the local
congregations they addressed them
by such names as “churches of
Christ” and “churches of God”
When the members of the churches
of Christ mentioned, they
were called “ Christians,” “ diseiples
of Christ,” “ brethren,” * saints,”
and the “ faithful in Christ Jesus,”
etc. Hence, we, as a body of wor-
shiping people, feel justified in
simply wearing these names to the

among the people of Gaod.

as

heaven,
( 'l'l)‘iﬁt \lllll
build my church,
warrants us

were

. —owolusion—of —all..others... To. go.

farther than this and n']apl_i' names
of mere human invention to the
people or churches of Christ, is ex-

premely unsafe, to say the least of

1is no evidenee in the

doms of the mrl:?r—an*thrw—w
equally true of the churcheés. In
order then to be like the primilive
churches in this respect which were
established undér the preaching of
divinely appointed men, we are
forced to accept the Bible alone as
our creed or unchangeable constitu-
tion. Those churches which go
farther than this may be popular in
the exes of men. But this feature
of their existence is without divine

Cionated by different names, but their
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ever ‘cnnnnﬂ.ht]?d any thing else.
Itis equally trae that the primitive
churehes practiced immersion alone.
Concerning these facts all history
and the qehnlarthp of the world are
fa.ct«, shoull we prnctice anythmg
clse, we would not be doing what
Christ commanded, nor foll()wing
the example ‘of his churches. In

ovder, therefore, to restore Chris-

tinnity, and_to be on the safe side, [

were always in attendance upon a
funeral ; for God has given to all of
us the happy faculty of laughter
as well as that of shedding tears.
To suppose t.h.t stwh a facnltx hu

mMpnnlm of exereising
it, would be, indeed, a high degree

of folly. But even our happiest.
moodsghnst be regulated by Serip-
ture kmw’Targe and tempered by
the gentle and refining influences

we must practice immersion alone
as the New Testament baptism.

5. We must follow the churches
of Christ in the appointment of
classes of permanent church officials
known to ‘the Seriptures. These
are Elders, Deacons and Kvange-
lists. Some of these are oftan des-

office and work is the same, Should
we wo heyond this and ordain ofii

cers of which the Bible knows
nothing we would.not be following
the divinely appointed precedent
and hence would-he teft-without-an-

of pure Christiamty. Iristinas,

under these cireumstances, might”
be a blessing to humanity mst.ead

of a curse.

NiT: LS ing presents
on Christias is evidently of hea.th
en originggbut it is not to he (lespls-
.ed on this account. - Mugh depends
on the nature of the gift and the
motive that prompted it 1f these
be properly observed without run--
ning into extravagence, we see no
reason why presents may not be’
given on the 25th of December as
well as on any other day. The one
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authority.

3. We must also refuse to receive
any into the churches of Christ ex-
cept baptized penitent believers,
We could not be like the Apostolie
churches and do otherwise. There
3ook of God
that infants were ever baptized and |
made members of the echureh in the

| evidenee that we were serving God

according to his will. “ Not every
one who saith unto me Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdon. of
heaven, but he who doeth the will
of my Father who is in ' heaven.”

- g -

Christmas.

days of the apostles. But Churist !
commanded his chosen llll'.‘l'-it‘l'l‘l_'.‘l'l"il
to g0 and umkt- r“ﬂt:i}i!r‘x of the peo- !
ple, and they were to baptize such, |
such only, as had been discipled, '
They were to be discipled by the |
preaching of the Gospel, or Ly be-
ing taught.
tles went out under the commission, |
the first thing was to teach the peo- |
ple. Through the teaching and the
evidence aulmnt't,.l they were eon- | §
vineed or made believers, and then

Henee, when the apos- !

tlw_\' repented of their sins and were .

baptized. This is the kind of ma-
terial of whieh the ('Irlll‘('}u';a of
Christ were composed.  Hence, in

order to restore Christianity
must leave far behind us infant |
baptism and infant membership as |
the tradition of the fathers, rather
than a New Testament practice

we

4. We must practice the same
haptism they practiced.  There ean
be no question as to what consti-
tutes baptisin.  No sane man who
has examined the question will

think of de :|;mg that Christ_ecom-

| Savior,

"1 purely human institution from

- bet wholly disearded by good penple

‘lllt witl offering to the Lord.
F is correel as to time,

| thee
| dications point to.an eatlier date in
the season,
| zatory upon Christians to observe

Christmas is said to be a cele-
bration “of the nativity of our
It is not of divine ap-
pointment, neither did it originate
with the ehurches of Christ. 1t is

top to bottom, and can, therefore,

without the violation of any prin-
of Christianity.  Properly
observed, however, it is a kind of
It
ix not claimed that the celebration
There no
evidence that Christ was born on
25th of December; but all ill_-
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But as it is not obli-

it, the matter of time becomes -
material.  The most objectionable
feature about the whole thing is
the lamentable fact that its original
design heen  almost  wholly
lost sight of, and hence, instead of
being a joyful feast dedicated to
the Lord, it is too often turned into
a day of geweral revelry and viee
of _all -kinds,  This is to be very.

has

| from heaven.

us is contained in the admonition
of the great Apostle that whatso-
ever we do, in word or deed, sbouhl :
be done in the name of the Lord
Jesus, But above all .things we
should remember the gift of God.
This gift was the brightest boon .
It was not only a
gift-in-the highest-eonception of
man and coming from the purest
motive possible, but it was a gift
that was designed to both benefit
and save the human race; This is
joy to the heart and food to the
sonl. If we could be sure that this
presentation was made on the 25th
of December we would have greater
reasons for rejoicing and making
merry on that day. And why not ?
for we are told that when this Boon
made his appearance in the manger
of Bethlehem, “ There were in the

same country shepherds abiding in
the field, keeping watch over their
flocks by night. And, lo, the angel
of the Lord-eame upon them, and
the glory of the Lord shone round
about them, and they were sore
afraid. And the angel said unto
them, fear not ; for, In-hnlcl 1 bring
you good tidings of great , whic
ahall b to-all people. "For. wata
ir)uu is born this m the city of
L:v:cl a Savior, which is Christ the
.

And suddenly there was

with  the angel a multitude
of the haaven y hosts praising
God  and  saying, glory to

God-in the highest, and on ea.rth
peace, good will town.rda men.’

mdided: immersion.  ‘And  few
scholars, indeed, who are willing to
risk their roputation upon their.
scholarship will contend that he

much rvegretbed.” Wg are .ot one
of those Wwho seem to think that all
Christian people must go about

Lev as t
old, while we are nmkmg merry and
oﬂ‘r-rmrr gifts, open our treasures of
gold, frankincense and myrrh, and

with long faces as though the}'

make an offering to the Lord,




