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Our Position.

Among 
follow-

be like

were always in attendance upon a • 
funeral; for Go«l has given to all of 
us the happy faculty of laughter 
as well as that of shedding tears. 
To suppose that such a faculty has 
hem* giveiv to um without the eovr 
responding privilege of exercising 
it, would be, indeed, a high degree 
of folly. But even our happiest 
moods must hie regulate«! by Scrip­
ture knowledge and tempered by 
th«» gentle and refining influences 
of pure Christianity. Christmas, 
under these circumstances, might 
be a blessing to humanity instead 
of a curse.
— Thecnstom of presenting presents 
on Christmas is evidently of heath • 
en origiqjJiut it is not to lie despis- 

,e«l on this account. Mucji depends 
on the nature of th«» gift an<l the 
motive that prompted it. If these 
lie properly observed without run-'- 
ning into extravagence, we see no 
reason why presents may not lie 
given on the 25th of December as 
well as on any other «lay. The one 
point to Im« kept, constantly before...

ever ’commanded apg thing else. 
It-is equally true that the primitive 
churches practiced immersion alone 
Concerning these facts all history 
and the scholarship of the world are 
united. Thenm the light"Bf tlmw 
facts, shoul|l we practice anything 
else, we would not be doing what 
Christ commanded, nor following 
the example of his churches. In 
order, therefore, to restore Chris­
tianity, and to.be on the safe side, 
we must practice immersion alone 
as the New Testament baptism.

5. We must follow the churches 
of Christ in the appointment of 
ntfrcrj-s-. —There- are—only --three 
classes of permanent church officials 
known to the Scriptures. These 
are Elders, Deacons and Evange­
lists. Some of these are oft«m des­
ignated by different names, but then- 

forced to accept tlu» Bible alone as j office an«l work is the same. Shouhl 
our creed or unchangeable constitu­
tion. Those churches which go 
farther than this may lie popular in 
the ejfes of men. But this featur«» 
of their existence is without «living

it. As the maxim runs, “ Where 
the Bible speaks we will speak, and 
when the Bible is silent, we will be 
silent.”

2. It necessarily follows that we 
must hol«l the same creed ^as ttiat” 
hel«l by the primitive churches. 
Every united body or kingdom 
must have a creed or constitution ; 
and by their constitution they may 
be known. Great Britain is dis-

- lingii i.sl it»iLIrom tht». ..Uuited States 
by her constitution, and France 
differs from England because her 
constitution is a different one ; and 
just so throughout all the king- 

■ïîônïs üf'tîwrçBT’ttr—Nrrw“this-~tt 
equally true of the churches. Jn 
order then to be like the primitive 
churches in this respect which Kfite 
established under the preaching of 
divinely appointe«! men, we are •

Seeing that we, as a religious 
body of people, accept the Bible 
alone as our rule of faith and prac­
tice, that 6ur w6Ht IS AThpllItlcally 
a work of rwrforaiion, and that our 
aim is to establish and build up 
churches all over the land after the 
pattern of the Apostolic churches, 
certain things n«»c<»ssarily and 
logically follow from this broad 
and primitive platform, 
these we briefly state the 
ing :

- ,1. In order that we may
the primitive churches and thus 
worship G<mI acceptably, we must 
be known by the same names. The 
body of Christ known as his church 
is not a nameless institution. It 
was nmned- more than- eighteen- 
hundred years ago, and that too, 
by the sanction of divine authority. 
Seeing then that God has named 
his church from its very login­
ning, what right has man to make 
any changes in these divinely ap 
pointed names, or to presume to 
substitute others for them ? When 
we come to look into the Scriptures 
we find none of the inodem sec­
tarian names which create con­
fusion and strife and cause division 
among the people of God. Such 
names were unknown in the days 
of the Apostles. But when the 
church, as a whole, is spoken of in 
the Scriptures, it is called by such 
names as “ Church of God,” “ the 
kingdom of God,” “ the king«lorn of 
heaven,” and “the one body.” And 
Christ said " upon this rock I will 
build my church,” which evidently 
warrants ns in calling it the 
“ Church of Christ.” When the 
inspired apostles wrote to the local 
congregations they addressed them 
by such names as “ churches of 
Christ” and “churches of God.” 
When the members of the churches 
of Christ were mentioned, they 
were called “Christians,” "disciples 
of Christ,” “ brethren,” “ saints,” 
and the “ faithful in Christ Jesus,” 
etc. Hence, we, as a body of wor­
shiping people, feel justified in 
simply wearing these names to the

farther than this and apply -names 
of mere human invention to the 
people or churches of Christ, is ex­
tremely umktfe, to say the least vf

authority. — ;.
3. We must also refuse to receive 

any info the churches of Christ ex­
cept baptized penitent believers. 
We coul«l not Is» like the Apostolic 
churches and do otherwise. There 
is no evidence in the Book of God 
that infants were ever baptize, 1 and 
made members of the church in the 
«lays of the apostles. But Christ J 
command«»«l his chosen messengers i 
to go and make disciples of the peo- ! 
pie, and they were to baptize such, ■ 
such only, as had lieen disci pled. ' 
They were to be disciple«! by the I 
preaching of the Gospel, or by lie-' 
ing taught. H«»nce, when the apos-I 
ties went out under the commission, 
the first thing was to teach the'peo- I 
ph-. Through tin- teaching and th«- | 
evidence submit^td, they wer«» con- | 
vince«l or made believers, and then 
they repcnte«l of their sins and were ' 
Itaptize«!. This is the kin«! of ma- ' 
terial of which th«» churches of I 
Christ wer«» «-oiiiimim d. lien«-«», in I 
order to restore Christianity we 
must leave far Behind us infant 
baptism and infant membership as 
the tradition of the fathers, rather 
than a New Testament practice

4. We must practice the same 
baptism they practice«!. There can 
Im» no question as to what consti­
tutes baptism. No sane man who 
has examined th«» question will

-think of denying, that L'lukt. . 
nufilde«l .iminersom. An«l few 
scholars, indeed, who are willing to 
risk their reputation upon their, 
scholarship will contend that he

we «'O beyond this and ordain ofii 
cers of which the Bible knows 
nothing we would, not la* following 
the divinely appointed precedent 
and hence would be left without an
evidence that we were serving Gori 
according to his will. " Not every 
one who saith unto me Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdon-. of 
heaven, but he who doeth the will 
of my Father who is in heaven.”

Christmas.
Christmas is said t«) be a cele­

bration “of the nativity of our 
Savior. It is not of divine ap­
pointment, neither did it originate 
with the churches of Christ. It is 
a purely human institution from 
top to bottom, and can, therefore, 
bcT wholly discarded by goo«l people 
without tin» violation of any prin­
ciple of Christianity. Properly 
observed, however, it is a kind of 
free will offering to th«» Lord. It 
is not claimed that the- celebration 
is correct as to time. There is no 
evi«lence that Christ was lmrn on 
the 25Jth of Decemlter; but all in­
dications point to an earlier «late in 
the season. But as it is not obli­
gatory upon Christians to observe 
it, the matter of time Incomes im­
material. The most objectionable 
feature al*out the whole thing is 
the lamentable fact that its original 
design has been almost wholly 
lost sight of, an«l hence, instea«l of 
being a joyful feast dedicated to 
th«» Lord, it is too often turned into 
a day of general revelry and vice 
of, all -kinds, . This is to be very
much regretted.-'
of those Who seem to think that all 
Christian people must go about 
with long faves us though they

Wje are .not one

us Is contained” in the admonition 
of the gr«»at Apostle that whatso­
ever we do, in word or deed, should . » be «lone in the name of the -Lord 
Jesus. But above all things we 
should remember th«» gift of God. 
This gift was the brightest Boon - 
from heaven. It was not only a 
gift in the highest conception of 
man and coming from the purest 
motive possible, but it was a gift 
that was designed to Imth benefit 
and sav«» the human race. This is 
joy to the heart and ifoo«l to th«» 
soul. If we could b«» sure that this 
presentation was made on the 25th 
of December we would have greater 
reasons for rejoicing an«l making 
merry on that «lay. An«l why not ? 
for we arc told that when this Boon 
made his appearance in th«» manger 
of Bethlehem, " There were in the 
same country shepherds abiding in 
the field, keeping watch over their . 
Hocks by night. And, lo, the angel 
of the Lord came upon them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them, and they were sore 
afraid. An«l th«» angel said unto 
them, fear not; for, liehold, I bring 
you gixxl tidings of great joy, which 
shall lie to all people. For upto 
you is lorn this «lay in the city of 
l)avi«l a Savior, which is Christ the 
Lord. And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly hosts praising 
God and saying, glory to 
God in the highest, an«l on earth 
ieace, go«xl will towards men.”

.cf".is then', like th«r"wjsi« meh of 
old, while we ar«» making merry an«l 
offering gifts, open our treasures of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh, and 
make an offering to the Lord,
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