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?eaca ofa Dp_ubtmg Sotil:

One evening aft,er a hard day's
study of theology, at which I seem-
ingly accomplished nothing, and

the truth of which I was doubting
' Id not_understand it, | W@ Pity 8 discouraged despomlent

or ligh : -
lng : umi as 1 pra.yed strurr-rlmrr
with the power of darkuess and un-
belief, I looked out of my open win-
dow upon the starry hedvens, eloth-

ed with inﬁuit.c lu.auty, I was
ek

deelare the glory of God, and the
firmaments

showeth hls handy
ivm-k' o e' ﬂriﬂdoW Wil l“{ﬁt& and
om_ ne o glass had been remov-.
‘ed. As I contrasted tbe beauties as’|
scen through the open space with
the view through the dusty glass,
these words came more foreibly
than ever before, “ For now we see
through a glass darkly, but then
face to face; now I know in part,

73 but then shall 1 know evein as I al-

morc conten

so-am known.” These words said

to me, look out upon the workman -

_of his_hands and dou_lig no |

what you can find out by th‘wht-cut
t.t\nl) ahd F} his blessed revela
tions,. and -t
wait with patience till he reveals
his fullness.— A Student.
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Hanry Clay’'s Idea of Religion.

"o Miss Martineau he once said:
“Ido not know practically about
what the churches call religion. 1
wish I did. But I do know of its
effects. In the neighborhood of
my home were two very estimable
families who, in years pust, fell
into what is known as a * Kentucky
Feud,” which means that as often as
any of the embittered party met at
a fair or public meeting, there was
a probability that the fray would
begin, and it was as likely to kill
the innocent as those in the strife.
The neighbors did everything in
their power for conciliation. 1 did
everything in my power with the
rest; but all was in vain. The
killing went on until dne of the de-
nominations, known here as the
Baptist, held what they call a
‘ basket meeting,’ and had what
they call a ‘revival’ and these
belligerent families were converted,

as they say, and they have lived on
the best terms ever since, a blessing
to the whole community. I tell
you, Miss Martineau, that whatever
will change a Kentucky feud into
loving fellowship so #oon and|
effectively is of God. No power

Theh examplp w:llma) re Obhers,

i for all else, and |

short of him could do it—Z&z,

Geod Ootll'BIU

Courage is a grcat.,_vlrtue. We
need it every where and at all
times. Nobody ever did or ever
will accomplish much without it

hardest and most difficult we have
to deal with. This element of
character is absolutely essential to
all success in the common, éveryday
business of life. But it belongs em-
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Beeomlng a Christian.

Next to t-lne joy felt among the
angels in heaven over a sinner that
repenteth is perhaps that which
thrills the heart of a Christian pa-
1ent s\hen ohe of lu& ;:hxldrcn tums

An affecting instance of this was re-
vealed at one of our camp-meetings
A young man, the son of one of our
deceased bishops, was preaching an
effetive sermon from the stand on

ifiently to 4 trife Clirlstiah. « Be

the theine of repeitatice. In the

fruit restores Irs stéetigth. When
his soul fails for thirst,it announces
water. Its stones ave ground for
his camels, its leaves are made into
couches, its boughs into fences and
walls, and its fibers into ropes or
r;ggmg. Its best fruit, moreover,

being often gathered when the tree
has reached a hundred years. It
sends too from the same root a large
number of suckers, which, in time,
form a forest by their growt.h
What an emblem of the rightéous

8 =}

Divine uqunctloh

without courage, and the strength |
| which_courage gives to the soul.
“1f God be for us “ho canﬁﬁ_
against us ’ The courage which
springs from #nd rests in God’s is
invincible. With it we are more
thah cohyuerers. When the, Lont
is on our side we wiH-0t feaz what
man can do unto us. lt._ is amazing
to see what a few courageous men
}and women can accomplish in a
parmh or neigliborhood.  They will

and ere long they will a(wmphsh
more than a hundred faint hearted
and irresolute persons.— —Sidney
Smith says: “ A great deal of tal-
ent is lost to the world for the want
"‘f a little Bhlll‘agh." Says dhother
writer: “ We fear men so much be-
cause we fear God so little &Ko
B

In- Longfellow s h(autlful “ tulk
wng’ on “The Sifting of Peter,”
there is this suggestive stanza :—

“ Wounds of the soul, though healed, will
nehe |
The 1ﬂl|lm|ing scibrs rémain, #nd makes
confession ;
Lost innocence returns no more ;
We are not what we were bhefore trans-
gression,”’

This is a truth too little thought
of. The sin may be forgiven, bles- |
sed be the Christ! but the ache of |
shame remains. Pardon revokes
the penalty, restores peace to the
conscience, but it does not, cannot,
bring back lost innocence. Hence
the soul restored to divine favor
even when filled with the rapture of
heavenly love, is, and always will
be, ashamed of its unrighteousness.
This shame would be painful even
in the heavenly life, but for the fact
that the swelling tide of joyful,
grateful love will szft.ly swallow it
up. Nevertheless, innocence is pre-

ferable to the scars of oned
sins ; and when one is sorely tempt-
ed, one does well to think that,
once guilty,

“ We are not what we were before trans-

Ihotr ﬂbu ithal | whe
conflicts Wb Shota fittetty it

\ins fuu uddu._'

= fum

course ol his rem

i at the camp- mcetmg he had
triade up his fnikd to glve-hm heart
and 1113 life to the Savnol

he drew
_ _ r, and
on it wrote as follows: “ Dear Fa-
ther, I have decided to become a
Christian.”. This he signed and‘
forwarded to his father at somne dis-
taht polnt where he then was’
“ Often-before his death,” said he,
“did my fatheir speak of the great
joy which that slip of paper gave
him ; and only a little while previ
ous t.u_lu-:. tl_parture from carth, 1

w hl(]l for some }’Lal"\ ]n -had car-
ried about his person. 'lrul} the
pious parent can desire nothing for

his ehildven somuch as this, and

the thought of the joy it will give
hiui way well be an inducement to
the child to make the great decision
{tlmt he, too, will become a Chris-
=Nelected. :

The Palm Tree.

The Scripture says : “ The right-
'eous shall flourish. like the palw
tree.” Let ts see what this com-
parison means : “ The palm grows
not in the depths of the forest or
lin a fertile loam, but in the desert.
Its verdure often springs apparent-
ly from the scorching dust. It is
a friendly light-house, guiding the
traveler to the spot \\Iu re water is
found.” The tree is remarkable for
its beauty, its erect aspiring growth,
its leafy canopy, its waving plumes,
the emblem of praise in-all-ages.
Its very foliage is the symbol of
joy and exultation. ]t never fades,
and the dust never settles upon it.
It was therefore, twisted into the
booths of the feast of tabernacles,
was borne aloft by the multitnde
that accompanied the Messiah to
Jerusalem, and it is represented as
in the hands of the redeemed in
heaven. For usefuluess the tree is
unrivaled. Gibbon says that the
natives of Syria speak of 360 uses

| to whieh the palm is applied. Its

gression.”

—Ziow's Herald.. ; lshade refreshes the traveler. Its
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this tree, once $he symibol of Pales-
estine, is now rarely seefi it that
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is not uninstructi?e to add t,ha.t :
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Fear of Poverty.

of their lives in the fear of poverty !
They are eonstantly striving to lay
up something “ against the time of
need,” are full of anxiety lest lossed
and misfortune shonld deprive them
of their hoarded treasures. But
alas, how many seem to have no

sort_of - fear of spivitual poverty,

How many seem to spend mueh :

but are willing to spend their hives
in a state of religious weaktiess,
leanness and starvation. The Lord
has -made provision.that his people
might have divine wealth, and that,
though poor themselves, they may
make many rich with the durable

riches of righteousness. And as to

with seeking earthly gain; and
whose heart is hungry, thirsty, bur-
dened, and oppressed. Christ says,
“1 eounsel thee to buy of me gold
tried in the fire that thou mayest
be rich.” Happy are they who
heed the gracious invitation, and
vain the wealth and blessing which
the Lord alone can give —E.

1t would be well for those who
are inclined to murmur and repine
when clouds and darkness come, to
remember the old Arab proverb:
“ All sunshine makes the desert.”
This would be an exceedingly stupid
world were there no clouds, difficul-
ties and trials. Not only do these
give us greater zest. of and enjoy-
ment in the pleasure and sunshine
of life by contrast, but what we call
adversity, difficulty and trials, real-
ly develop powers that weuld oth-
erwise lie dormant, and strengthen
the character.
stronger for the darkness and diffi-
culties in their way. Let us meet
them, then, like men, receive them
as a part of the needed discipline cf
life, and make them avulable for
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Men are better and -



