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We have long refrained from
saying that of which we were fully
convinced with reference to the
proper designation of the ruling
officers of the church. Custom is

hard to overeome and prejidies s

also on the side of custom, so that

“he whp'\\ ould indicate a different
course of action as better than that
usually followed, has lnth cu-«tmn
and prejudice to meet.

Our proposition that the
ruling officers of the echurch
uniformly called Bishops in the
New Testament and never Elders
as an official title. Neither
thesetwo terms used interchancabl y
but each carries a separate mean-
ing. Our reasons for these
clusions are found first in the sig-
nificance of the words from which
each of these terms is derived ip
the original Greek, and secondly
from the manner of their use in
our own English version.

The the Greek from
which our word Bishop is . trans-
lated is episkopos and means an in-

is

are

are

con-

word in

spector, an overseer, a keeper, a
guardian. These term§ give just

the work of the Bishops as laid
down in the New Testament, The
use of the term among the Athen-
ians was generally in the plural
and signified agents deputed by the
authoritics to keep watch over the
thpunl]l'lll states. Hence the idea
an overseer cuardian. This is
the word used by the Spirit to
designate the ones who were to
“take the oversight ”

ur

of the church

and “watch for the souls.” of its
wembers. '
The word Elder is translated

from the Greek word preshuteros | ) { .
| President of the Sln-n*t_\'

or presbutera and signifies an old
person. By this word the members
of the Jewish Sanhedrimn were
designated, and hence was used in
a partly official sense, but the dis-
tinction between the use of episko-
pos and preshuteros in reference to
the church is very marked.

As there
official signifieation of our word |

15

Bishop we wish to now leok for | past year.
the use of the term Elder as applied | an inerease each year in the

to persons in the church.

| parting words.

seleeted fmm thnso who were nl-lel

in the faith and “not noviees,” the

both Bishops and . Deacons; were
sometimes included under the eom-

| mon tltlu of Elders as in Actq 14-

Tders in ev t-r) “church.” That s,
they ordained elders to the offices
of Bishop and Deacon. TPanl uses
the term élders in the same manner
precisely in Titus 1: 5. In Aects
20 : 17, we are told that Paul “ sent

the church,” By thig® we under-
stand that he edled” the officers of
the church who were all elders, or
old in the faith, and cave thmn lm

officérs  of the chureh,. ';ncltulinrf

Thr\ ‘sompty is only seven years |
old.  The receipts since the first are
as follows :

In' 1876 £ W, o T N
In 18775 oo o comdbstadeopiisih
In lHTH.- ....... BRI V7
In 1879, ... 828700
In lﬂﬂﬂ.. e Koy 676 Panbelion v i P 2 9 )

In'1882.......... Bl © 25,003 4

This shows a fnrwurd stride
during the last year, which is ae-
counteil for by the inereased in-
terest in heathen missions, and the
starting of eight missionaries to

Ho-Ephesas-and-eatlod-the—elders-offttrwrpreaehthe Gospel to those

who are in the shadow of death.
The wissions in foreign lands

already established, were reported

to be in_a réasonably prosperous

. the

ren for their bimély aid: 7

On Wednesday evening, after a

: \?ery able and eloquent addresston:

“The M?lﬁory of Alexander Camp-' "
bell,” by, R. T Matthews, pastor of
the Riclmond Street Chureh of
Ch i'st Cincinnati, the President of .
e Society stated the growing
needs of the work we had on hand,
and made an appeal to the large
audience for aid in the way of life-
divectorship and life-memberships
in the society. The response was

liberal-beyond anythine known be-

fore in the history of our mission
work.

of those volunteering to share the

- It kept two or three
seervefaries busy to record the names |

We murl‘t if nocv-“m\ take up
each case in which the term clder
is used and find it always refers to
those long in the faith and not ex-
clusively to those Who held the
office of Bishop. If, then, we as a
people would ecall Bible things by
Bible names, we should cease to
speak of the Bishnps; as elders, but
use the latter term only when we

Tinclude all the officers, noth Bi .;;T.T?Iis'
we refer—to 1"

and Deacons, or when
the old brethren without reference
to official standing.

If this view of the case is in any
way incorrect, we shall be pleased
to publish such criticisms as are in
the spirit of brotherly love,

The Foreign Christian Missioii—
a.ry__Convention.

It would have been the pleasure
untold for us to have 1
attend this convention,
great distance
passable barvier to a poor editor.
To give a general tlea of the
of the Convention, we gquote from
one of the editors of the Christian-
Evangelist who was present :

“This Society held its seventh
annual Convention at Lexington,
Ky., beginning at 2 p. M. Wednes-
day, the 18th inst., Isaac Ervett, the
from
in the chair, and
S M. Jefferson, Sécretary, at the
table. A large number of the
members were present from various
States, and the house was parkm]
with a large audience of attentive
listeners. The report of the Board

of Managers, presented throuch the
A. Me-

wen able to
but
an

oar

becomes im-

work

incepfion, being

: (ulrmpnnuhmr Secretary,
no doubt of the | Lean, showed a markel inerease in

[ the revenue of the Society for the
Indeed there has been

re-

As we | eeipts of the Society, over the pre-

have seen, the term pwm‘un‘r’ru«}omlnw year; but the pereentace of

sigmifies an old person, but as the | inerease

officers of the church were to he

the past year, over the

| preceding year, is very ;{l‘:ltl_il}'ll.lg.

its |

_1 - - . Y .
condition, while the work in some.

of them is spreading so as to de-
mand additional support both in
the way of men and of means,
This is notably true of the missions
in France and T urkey, while the
work in Jengland promises ample
reward for all the help we may be
\{L]llt‘ to extend té it.* >

The present fmancml status is as
follows :

ren.

barden of those who had gone into

foreign fields to “ preach the Gospel
to every creature.” When indi-
viduals  had  pledged themselves,
and their congregnt.mm they began
ple{ltmw for their wives _and child-
Many of these pledges
showed that the spirit of self-
denial was taking a deeper hold of
our penple Women who had
promised themselves a handsome

Cash on hand for Heathen Mis-

BlONS. .... TR SN Y 81,624 47
Cash on hand for General Mis-
T SRR FTRIV) Wy SUIC) 37 94
" Bonds (Children’s Heathen Mis-
sion-Fund)..... .. S.o6 344 758 86
Notes (interest bearing secured
by Mortgage), ..ous ... cee. 4,020 00
Total on hand .- ......... 86,441 27

It should be .-.t;}tml in conneetion
with-these fignres that-no financial
agent has been In tho field, with
the exeéeption of Bro. Norton, who
visited the churches with a view of
intetesting them in his work as
much as for collecting funds. Bro.
McLean also very generously gave
his time and labor to the society, as
| Corresponding Seeretary, for a good
part of the year, refusing all re-
muneration. This has made the
current expenses of the society very
low.,

This shows only a small balance

'on hand for the 1nissions non-
| * . . *

| heathen. But it is gratifying to
|

' know that there is no indebtedness
| against the society, It will be re-
'membered that ullly three or four
weeks prior to the Convention, in
an appeal for collections for the
foreign work, it was stated that

$2,000 would be required to elose

‘up the year out of debt. It is very
encouraging to know that the
response  to  this  appeal, made

through this and some of owur other
papers, was prompt and generous,
 the contributions pouring irf at the |
rate of S300 per weoek until all
debts against the society were ex-
Thanks to the brath-|

tinglliﬂht'«l.

dress this autumn’ gave up the
luxury and pledged the amount for
sending the Gospel abroad. Preach-
ers divided their meagre salaries
with' the brave men and women
who are bearing forward the ban-
ner Q\f Jesus in_ distant lands,
Business men lookc;_l at their
balance sheets and struck off a
handsome dividend for the cause of
him who “though he was rich, yet
for our sakes became poor that we
through his poverty might be made
rich.” It looked like the dawning
of better days for us. A deep and
earnest enthusiasm pervaded the
whole assembly. It was good to be
there, :

« The next day the work was
taken up again and carried forward
with the same enthusiasm until
over $16,000 was pledged on the
spot. This kind of liberality only
needs to become general among us,
reaching the great mass of our
people, to foot up magnificent totals
for mission work. But the wave
of liberality is widening as well as
deepening, and it is only a question
of time when the great body of the
Disciples will be fully enlisted in
this work, and when, as the result,
nations that mow sit in darkness
will “see a great light,” even the
light of him who is the *light of
the world.”

The usual collection days for
Foreign Missions, it is requested
will be -observed, via: the first
Lord’s days in March and Septem-




