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that no man r.m injure umlcrst.aml this ?

himsell

a.nd t.hou hut magmﬁed &by me;cy, .
h

Original Contributions. _
= : , without da.mafre to ofhers, and no tmn to this i clearing | which | ;oy:c& unto Dﬁ e
The Church at Ephesus. man can injure others without de- :lway of evil, we are to be kingd, | i uadng y life ; and T cannot ¢ :
& N Wag S50 triment to himself. Therefore wmen tenderhearted and t'or«rlve one -an- the mo ',hmllest. sowe evil
held other, as God, for Christ's uaka, e and I die. Behold nifw,

‘should not sin through anger, nor
let the sun go down on their wrath,

lhercl'ure ‘fullowers t.hw clty is near to flee unt.o and it

ﬁuunn Vil ful gl ves o us.

e -:'_2“"'—"'-"’ OO e

i ggec IT. begins at chapter iv: 25.
It includes the particula s of Paul's
grand and instructive exhortation.

1. The contrast between right
and wrong are specially noted.
There is scarcely"# vice known to
the human family but is here.
directly branded by the apostle.
Those which he does not name are
minor in character, or they are the
lineal decendents from thise which
he designates  All of these he
would have us put away, and who
soever follows his advice will find
there is much rubbish to be cleared
out before his house is swept and
"‘a.rlllshcd

. The upouth just as ]umu\d\
speuhu; virtues to take the place
of the old habits and vices. There
is no “virtue caleulated to bless
mankind and make each a
blessing which this epistle does nnt
cmbrace.

3. It u specially adapted as a
guide to’ the man in the toils of
practical L\(r\- 1t does
not require a philosopher to see the
difference between what the gentiles
were and what God would have
There iy, indeed, a great

one

du) life.

them be.

make an-honest lif'fii'ig and be a
benefit to othews, in bestowing good
things upon them, the thief must
quit stealing. This shows that
liars and thieves can’ reform, and
1 Cor.vi: 9, 11, shows that even

ing in love, even such as Chrl-s(. ex-
crcm:d in giving himself an’ offer-
ing, sacrifice to God for us. To
this end God’s word is our only
safe guide. It alone reveals his
will and points out the way of life.

my soul shall live.” Gen. 19 : 17-20,

Just” without the doomed city,
not yet fully escaped from danger,
he dared counsel with the Most

High, and choose for himsclf a

thither (Is 1t. not a llttlc. one ?) and '

worse lemctr'r- tll.m these ob.
tained mercy. '

7. The apostle next condemns
whoredom and all uncleaness and

But this reformation of Tife ¢m-
braces other items ; Christians must
not use corrupt discourse, “ but if
any speech be good for the. use of
editication, speak it, that it may
impart a benetit to the hcarers.”
Language is our means of com-
municating with our feHow men
'l'hcrufm-e, since it is wrong to in-
iurv ourselves or our neighbors, our
speech should be always used for
their benefit. Speech is thoughts

ﬂxprew-l And all the good or

tevit that men do. they do- Wp,.,,._ms, ~has_any inheritanco —in—the-

perly or improperly using “their
thoughts in words and actions.
“And grieve not the Holy
Spirit of God.” - I understand by
this that we are not to éxpress dis-
satisfaction at what. the Holy
Spirit has revealed, nor weary or
tempt him to reveal or provide
wore or less than what he has so

mordimate - desive.  He not -only
forbids the practice of these things,
but as topics of conversation, and
with that all foolish talking of
things unwanted, or of no benefit
But rather giving of thanks. T
know we can’t help thinking, and
people will talk, but they can and
should guard their thoughts and
words and kecp tlum upow pmpm
thmtrs

8 l\o fornicator, unclean person,
nor lacivious man, who is an idol-

kingdom of Christ. Because of
these evil things God’s wrath comes
upon the disobedient. We, there-
fore, ought not to be deceived with
vain speeches by any one, and par-
take with thein toour ruin.  These
Ephesians weré once in darkness,
and all of us were in that state long
enough. In the Lord we are to

disobedient.

place, disregarding the Lord’s ap-

pointing ! and the Lord listened to

his importunities, and granted his

request.  But mark the result. He

had feared to go to the mountain

the Lord had appointed, lest some
evil befell him, but before he

reached the place of his own ap-

pointing, his wife was lost to him
farever, and was left upon the plain
a wonument of God’s justice to the
Afterward, when he
had determined in his own mind to
goup to the mountain, unguided,
another humiliation awaited him.

brought out to our spiritual view,

by trial of our own weaknesses, we

find that this sane prayer is often

upnsm-r from our own hearts, “ Is

it not a little one " Sometimes
we feel the spirit's call to go up to
some mountain heights of exper-
ience, the duties for which, in our
own estimation of our capabilities,

r
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gulf between a wicked and a right- P g : ;

eous life. No man or woman can | fully bestowed. Jesus told the walk in th_e l_lght . chlldr.en, and | we are wholly inadequate to per-

be a close student of the Bible, or | tempter : “ Thow shalt not tempt the -ﬂ.'.‘ill“'r w.'“ be th'e .frult,q' of a|form; and to our minds are pic- .
consistant life consisting of all | tured all the difficulties of the way, |

even this epistle, and remain a
very wicked person;
who does not study its precepts can
be a righteous individual. It is
only by giving the most carnest
heed to the teachings of the holy
writ that a wicked man becomes a
righteous man.

4. A consistent Christian life de-
mands that men” shall avoid evil
thoughts, words and deeds. These
are negative things which God pro-

and no one

just hefore this Jesus said :

(or test) the Lord the God;” and
“ Man
shall live by every word that pro-
ceeds out of the mouth of God,”
viz: by all the means which God
has provided. Hence, since the
Father provides all, the Son brings
all, the Holy Spirit offers it for all,
abundantly richly.
ask for something not provided, ‘or

to express dissatisfaction with some |

things, and ask an amendment or a

repeal, or to ask his help in our

Therefore, to

goodness, righteousness and truth,
approving whatis well pleasing to
God: Having no part in the un-
fruitful works of darkness, but
being a continual reproof to them.
It is basé to mention the secret
doings in darkness.

magnified.
We can think of others whom we

think are ]llsl; fitted for the place,

but we are so weak ! We look at
the instrument which the Lord has
chosen, instead of the mighty hand
upholding, and querying, we ex-

e

Is it Not a Little One.

I have _u_i_'_t_,_gu wondered at the
temerity of Lot after he had re-

ceived a warning from_the Lord to

claim, “ Is it not a little one 2" and,
like Lot, feel that we can not go

| up lest some evil ln,fal! us (or the -
cause), and remain in the low at-

mosphere of the plain, rather than

hibits. Therefore wicked men

must first learn to observe God's| weakness while failing to use |leave the city of Sodom; and, at |obey and go up to experience the
prohibitory decrees, which requires | remedies already offered to us last, after much parley, had been exhilarating  sensation areeting
them to forsake their way—ceasc to would be to gricve, if not to weary led by the angels, and “set without | those, who  scale the mountain  §

do evil and then learn to do right.
I will not affirm. which is the
easiest for a man to do; but one
thing is certain, no man can succeed
in doing good until he forsakes the
evil. Therefore the apostle ex-
horts us to cease lying and speak
every man truth with his neighbor,
for we are all members one of an-

and tempt the Ilulv Spirit, and,
therefore, this is forbiden because
his already ample means are pro-
vided, whereby we are sealed till
the day of redemption. If I am
wrong here, I hope some eritic will
enlighten me with a full exegesis of
the text

6. The apostle further specifies

the city,” aml commanded, “ Escape
for thy life; Yook not behind thee,
neivher Istuy thou in all the plain,
escape to the mountain, lest thou
be consumed ;" that at such a time,
after so signal a bringing forth
from danger and impending doom,
he could still pariey with the Lord
as to the choice of a location, when

peak of obstacle and duty, and
with whom the Lord goeth up
For if we go in the way of God’s
appointing, he will go with us;
and the loftier the mcuntain sealed
through difficultics, remembering
the sacredness of God’s upholding,
the clearer and more far-reaching
the view of the country lying just

other. The object of a lie is to de- | all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor | he had already specified the place | beyond, and which greeds not the
ceive. To deceive a man is to do | and evil speaking, with all malice | of safety. And Lot said, “ Oh, not | eyes of those content to tarry on

to be put away. This is certainly

him injury, and in this you injure

yourself. It may be safely affirmed |

-

very Ialum Does any one fail to

so, my Lord, behold mow thy. ser

‘vant hath found favor in thy sight,

-

the plait  And how very often
the enenty’ suggests a little lapse




