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This is an i to portant 
But for the present we 

further onleave iCitftvingoccasion fu. ... 
for a fuller consiilerattun:------

man’s discipline.
The New Testament ideal 

perfect man in Christ Jesus.

I laid him <>n my couch to rest,
Then made tig* earth liiy bed, and seemed 

In'Eif^n’s garden, while I dreamed.
Stripped, wt/tfndhd, beaten nigh to death,

I found him by the highway side ;
I roll.sei I his pulse, brought back his breath, 
~~ltevived his spirit, and supplied 
Wine, oil, refreshment; Inaras healed.

I had myself a wound coWtaled ; 
But from that hour forgot the smart,

A1 nt |
In prison I found him next ; condemned

To meet a traitor's doom at morn ; 
The tide of lying tongue I stemmed.

And honored him midstshameaml scorn. 
My friendship's utmost zeal to.try, 
—fie,asked if 1, for him would die ! 
The nesli wits we*fk, the blood ran chill,

But the free spirit cried, 1 will. 
^^4Xt.llUUUU>.ent, to iny view

I he stranger darted from itmguTse ; 
The token in his hands I knew,—

My Savior stood before my eyes. 
He spoke, aiTdiny-poor name he named ;

Of me thou hast not been ashamed, 
These deeds shall thy memorial be ;

™- Fwar ¿In|ii_di<tat them unt<• me !"
“ Lord,, when saw we thee hun­

gered, and fed thee > or thirsty and 
gave the drink f J When- saw we 
thee a stranger, and took thee in ? 
or naked, and clothed thee ! ■ Tlwn 
shall he say, inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of 
these, re have done it unto, rhe.”

“ The Care of a Congregation.”

tion : “ How much did he leave (” 
Add dilgeis aiiSifet: ? He left
houses, lots, bonds, stocks, gobi, 
merchandise, farms. He left all. 
He has brought nothing with him. 
Naked he came into the world, 
naked he has come out of it He 

...Il hi li£iiLiiilLt_\titli him not even the 
blessing of the jxior " His heigh-’ 
bor dies—a man not known on 
“ change.” nor in the tax-list, and 
what has he left ? The angels say:

He lutg left, jiothiiig, but brought 
much with hiiii. He cooled loaded 
with the gratitude of the poor, the 

the aged, the willow, tlie_ orphan, 
the destitute and friendle-s.—He 
comes crowned with the blessings of 
those whose poverty lie has relieved, 
whose ignorance he has enlightened, 
A’hose miseries hr has -assuaged;- 
whose holies and souls he lias fed ” 
When Wiliieriorce died, Daniel 
O’Connell said : “ He has gone to 
heaven bearing a- million broken 
fetters in his hand.” Happy the 
man who, when lie leaves earth, 
goes to. heaven with the blessingbn 
his head of them that were ready 
to perish. Brethren, the one mo­
tive out of-all the motives I present 
to y‘oil is JesUs Christ. I do not 
ask Igythren to give because I plead 

"or' softie cstccincd brother plead*, 
but, because Jesus Christ pleads.

When Andrew Fuller went to his 
native town to collect money for a' 
benevolent institution, one of his 
olil_^ivm].s said to him, “ Well, An­
drew, 1’11 give you five pounds, see- 
itig its >jua" “ No you won’t,” said 
Mr. Fuller, “ I can take nothing for 
this Cause, seeing it’s ?ne,” and hand­
ed, the money back. The reproof 
went to the man’s Conscience, and 
in a moment he said, “ Andrew, you 
are right. Here are fifty’’ pounds, 
seeing it is for the Lord Jesus 
Christ'' \\v do not ask brethren 
to give anything seeing it is us, but 
we do ask them to give tell fold 
what they’ intended thus to give, 
seeing it is for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. That is the motive, and if 
it will not move brethren nothing 
will. Your Christianity is a sham.
“ A poor, wayfaring man of grief

Hath often met me on my way, 
Who sued,so humbly for relief,

That I could never answer nay ; 
1 had not jwiwer to ask his name ;

Whither he went, or whence he came; 
But there was a something in his eye

That won my love, I knew not why. 
Once, wheii my scanty meal was spread, i

He entered—not a word he spake 
Just perishing for want of bread.

I gave him all ; he blessed it, brake, 
And ate ; but gave me part again.

Mine was an angel’s portion then ; 
And while I fed with eager haste,

That crust was manna to my taste. 
I spied him where.a fountain burst,

Clear from the rock ; his strength 
gone :

The heedless water mocked his thirst;
He heard it, saw it, hurrying on. 

I ran and raised the sufferer up ;
Thrice from the stream he drained my 

cup, .
pped and returned it, running o er, 
I drank, and never thirsted more.

'Twas night ; the floods were out, it blew
A winter hurricane aloof ;

I heard his.voice abroad, and Hew 
To bid him welcome to mywof.

I warmed, I clothed, I cheered my guest,
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"Tt may set m TT> w>me that I he 
word “ congregation ” is an unfor­
tunate selection. It is found hut 
once in the New Testament, and 
then has no reference to the church 
of. Christ. I trust, however, we 
shall not be misled. The word 
now rendered church in New Testa­
ment writings was at first applied 
to an assembly of persons called out 
from among the people. Ln Spare­
tan and other aristocracies “ an as­
sembly of citizens called to report 
un certain questions.” The word 
“ecclesia” in those eaily days of 
the church, meant an assembly of 
persons met together habitually for 
the purposes of Christian growth 
and instruction. Very curiously^ 
comes down, through many tongues, 
drawing with it, as Trench clearly 
show's, a treasury of history, that 
qualifying word, kuriakon—kirclie 
—kirk—church, till it comes out a 
noun, so transcendently important is 
the name of Christ. Such a change 
has taken place in the use of the 
words that now we have the noun 
understood and the adjective be­
comes the name and distinctive 
title. Thus is the ecc/csot rendered 
chu.rch. So, when speaking of 
things pertaining to Christ, “ con­
gregation ” is “ the church.”

The church, therefore, consists of 
those persons called out from the 
world for a certain object. This 
calling is of God. The separation 
is from the world—set apart or 
sanctified, consecrated to holy pur­
poses. This purpose is the salva­
tion of man and the glory of God. 
The church, differs from any
and every*other congregation upon 
the face of the earth. The church 
is God’s ordained assembly. .Christ 
came to "this earth to establish it. 
God purposed, beforehand, that it
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should be established. He ordained 
that therein should be kept his or­
dinances, and promulgated his law 
of life, where his commands should 
be obeyed and his truth should be 
preached that man might know the 
only true and living God and Jesus 
Christ whom he should send.

——■Ill due tiinn we nl^ loarn that 
Christ, completing his ministry, 
died, and revived; ascended and 
was glorified as the head of the 
church. In his time he cleansed 
with his .own precious blood this 
place anil the approach thereunto, 
together with the services and the

Luring even into the holy of holies, 
there to appear as an offering for 

-man. — - -— - ______ .
The church, then, becomes the 

normal state for justified and-sancti- 
iieil and saved ’ humanity w bile re­
maining in the world, though not 
of the world. God has an ordained 
slate for ev< ry creation. For the 
fish he made the seas, for the birds 
the air, for the beasts the jungles, 
and for man this mundane sphere. 
When sin entered he bowed the 
heavens, he came down, and glory 
shone round about him while he 
prepares! this habitation for rc- 
ne^ed man—the new' man in 
Christ Jesus, lie ’sprinkled with 
his own blood eVery place which 
appertatnado this new abode, that 
it might be thoroughly cleansed, a 
tit habitation for Christian .men. 
Thev who enter also, must be clean-: 
sed by this same precious “blood. 
In the new abode, then, does man 
enter, but as a spiritual being. 
This being the ordained state, he 
must here remain connected with 
Christ the living head, drawing 
nourishment, being built upon him, 
growing and perfecting his spirit­
ual being; or, sundered, he must die.

Again, the church is the pillar 
and ground of the tiuth. It is the 
bulwark of the world’s liberties, the 
stronghold of salvation to fallen 
humanity, 
thought.
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end of all discipline is comprehend­
ed in this thought, “ ’till we all 
come to the unity of the faith unto 
the knowledge of the son of God, 
unto the perfect -man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the ful­
ness of Chlist.” It is useless to 
say’ this is a high ideal. Do you 
say we shall never attain ? Then 
so much greater the necessity of 
the church. Since the church 
has been compared to a body, the 
comparison is continued by the 
words,“ But speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up into him in all 
things which is the head, evon 
Christ, from whom the whole body 
fitly framed together, and compact­
ed by that which every joint sup­
pl ieth according to the efl’tctilal 
working in the measure of every 
part, maketh increase of the body

to the edifying <»f itself in love, 
poken of a» ofaliv- 

and organs are 
Organs argue 
Of these we

Growth is s| 
ing being. Life 
thus indicated, 
functions—offices, 
speak, ■ The classes of functions 
(or offices) in a spiritual govern­
ment or hotly on-the earth are ex-

,r
~T Tei 11 porafiti es. 2. Splfitiu- 

alities. By whatever name you 
designate, there are but two classes. 
Into however many sub-classes you 
may divide them, however much 
one class may assist the other class, 
yet the the fact still remains, there

Were this a purely temporal or­
ganization, thtre would be of ne-~ 
ceiwity only one class of officers. 
Were it purely and entirely Spir­
itual. there would be found necessi­
ty—fdr ’ only -Spiritual officers. 
But so surely as Christ came a 
spiritual being yet clothed inhuman 
flesh, so surely did heart upa govern­
ment not of this world, yet in this 
world. Some modern Spiiitualiz- 
ers would fain count the church - 
entirely spiritual, thus^eleVating it 
far above their temporal support. 
More to be fiared aie lhi-y than the 
few who have entered its sacred 
precincts with only an object of 
temporal gain in view. But to 
come to dra“y»oiiit more fully we - 

, have as oflieers in the church, 1. 
Deacons. 2. B shops. I mention 

| Deacons, 1st, for, though noU in 
station, yet in the development of 
the church they tire first. 1 refer 
to that organization as it was left in . 
the world independment of special 
miraculous manifestations of pow­
er at the beginning. Their func­
tion» are summoned, up in. the 
words, Care of chose things in the 
church pertaining to its visible 
support.

The preaching of the word sug­
gests a preparation. As in all oth­
er things, first the physical then the 
spiritual. The first in design is 
last in execution, so the preaching 
of the woid being the last in exe- 
cution assumes the fact that a prep­
aration is necessary. Here three 
divisions are exhaustive.

1. Place. 2. Preacher. 3 Peo­
ple. The commission is very 
broad, not only in its com pi t hen 
sioii, but-also in its implication. It 
includes everything n*ccssary for 
the development of truth. While 
we are not of the world yet we 
must not forget that we are still in 
the world. We still have bodies 
and these bodies must be c cred for, 
though in the church. To be brief 
I w ill say that the preaching of the 
Gospel which allows or compels an 
unnecessary and habitual neglect 
of the physical man, is a contradic­
tion. That preaching which in­
jures the physical is unchristian. I 
might say that preaching which 
passes by the physical to come 
first to the spiritual is not in strict 

| accord with the life and acts of him 
who wrxp. about doing good ai d 
healing al l\i>annei of diseases among 
the people. In fact the Lord Jesus


