
OUtltsTlAisr HKHALD. 5

4

«

the peace, the harmony and the 
happiness of heaven. This law oi 
love will tie and^bind men back 
into spiritual union and harmony 
with God and with his fellow men ; 
and this.is the glorious pdrpose and 
the blessed results of the religion oi 
Jesus the Christ. ’ « ’

The motive that prompted th» . .
—-H^wxiting, ami the pat-ience.^aml 
sion of Christ, was nothing but 
love for God so loved the work: 
as to give his only begotten Son 
that whosoever believeth on him 
might not perish, but have ever­
lasting life.” The proclamation oi 
these facts, and the reception oi 

This law of" love- into ■ good and 
honest hearts, w-lAe Gospel oi 

egregious and hideous”joke, to cap Christ, fAe -power—of God-Jiuk-
salvation.

And 1 am ready to say now that 
-a h the romlt^mns- mukroquiromeut»-- 
of this Gospel, are for the one pur 
pose of driving selfishness and evil 
from our hearts, and filling them 
with all that is good, by implanting 
upon our - minds and hearts, this 
holy and heavenly law of love. 
Our faith, olir confession, oUr repen­
tance, our baptism, our prayers: 
and all our church relations, aie 
for the one only purpose of chang 
ing our nature ami selfish hearts, 
into the same mind that was in 

-Christ Jesus;-and -Hrtts--brtng4ttg-th-■ 
into union and harmony with God. 
If our faith has not been of thut 
sort that “works in us love and 
purities the heart,” we might just 
as well, believe in Mahomet, or in 
the man in the moon ; “for though 
we have all faith, so that we could 
remove mountains and have not 
love, we are but sounding brass and 
a tinkling cymbal.” Under Moses

But to say that God desired or 
I willed that he should be put to 

death at. “ the bands ,of wicked 
nien ” and “ mtftdfelwft/’ is slander

* nils »did blasphemous against God ■ 
, It is contrary of every principle of 

reason ami of justice, and no cor­
rect system, of biblical interpreta-

. But man, in his alienation and de­
parture from God and his laW, must 
be draw* bitch ami bound back to 
God, cr evil and ruin must be his 
inevitable portion, and the final re­
sit It.

, But Gbd has no physical law
- that is capable of »liawiim tfo»‘ soill
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back into union and harmony with 
__ himself. Force and gravity will 

hold a planet in its orbit; but no 
such power can cause a soul to love 
God or his fellow men.

Fear entered largely into -mo­
tives to obedience under the formal 
and political religion of Judaism; 
but “ fear hath torment and terror,” 
nhd -aould, therefore never give 
peace and joy to .the soul, nor be a 
perfect law, or principle of action 
for the human hdkrt.

Lovett the only power in heaven 
or earth that could ever do it.

When you come to understand 
the philosophy and power of this 
law in the spiritual realm. 3KI11 will 
see (Tutt Froin love flows all that is 
good. From love comes all spiritual' 
life, and from love comes all spirit­
ual heat and warmth. Peter, there­
fore, exhorts us to “ have fervent 
love among yourselves,” and that 
we should “ love one another with

as

then communicate these facts un.t< 
men. No disembodied spirit 01 
angel could cottib ami communicate 
these practical tiuths, so as t< 
prove and demonstrate their entin 
reliability ami practicability foi 
men in the weakness ami tempta 
tions of the flesh. I might say, in 
passing, that every claim that 

these spiritual truths to men, bj 
itinerating charletans and frauds 
so far as 1 have been able to see 01 
learn, has bdrhe upon its face th» 
palpable impress of venality ami oi 
fraud, and of a gross and ridiculous 
imposition. I regard it, as an in­
sult to the intelligence of "tTn” 
people, or 0se it is intended as ai
» 
the tricks of the travelling show' 
man, spiritualism ; or the legerde- 
itHdu trkks of the piggUug. pvc.xti-.,
digitator, the communications ol 
spirits. It is enough to say that m 
God or man, of either justice 01 
wisdom, will ever hold any man 
responsible for. treating with silent 
contempt all those exhibitions ol 
jugglery, that are only to be seen in 
darkened rooms or cabinets/ at 
from 50 cts. to «¡55 a head

But returning to our line oi 
thought we proceed to Say that it 
is a universal law of God, that Like 
only can - - produce-like; ami m- 

. “ love is the only coin for love,’ 
love in the heart of man, as an 
abiding rule and. principle of life 
could only be produced or begotten 
by a tangible manifestation of tin 
love of God toward mail.

It. was absolutely necessary, 
therefore, that the truth ami love 
of God, should become flesh ami 
dwell..ainongjis, so that, we could 
“see»with our eyes, and look upon 
and handle with our hands,” this 
messenger from heaVCn ; and in his 
very humanity we could see that 
his principles of human action were 
applicable, were reliable and worthy 
of all acceptation. Ami now if it 
watt necessary for a spirit messen­
ger to come froin-hcSwii to teach 

wav, the truth and the 
life; and it win also necessary that 
like us he should become a man ol 
sorrow's and acquainted with grief, 
and that to demonstrate their 
worthiness and reliability, he 
should receive a prepared—body. 
that he might be tempted in all 
points like as we are yet without 
sin ; 1 say if it was thus necessaiy 
that a spirit messenger from 
heaven should take upon himself 
the form of a niah, wilt you please 
tell me I10W human wisdom or in- 
finite wisdom could have consum­
mated the incarnation, in any other 
possible way, than that in which 
Jesus Christ was born t

Human wisdom can suggest no 
lietter way, ami no other way; 
therefore, 1 am sure that was the 
onljr way.

1 think that I have now’ said 
i enough to show that the great

a pure heart fervently.”
. . Luce and Aerit Aild life are cor-

ivlatiVC.terms, while, their opposites 
—~ are wf/rsAnex.<raml cold and death; 

for 1 need hardly say that heat is 
' the true symbol and natural pro­

perty of life, and cold of death So 
that it is philosophically title that 
there can la? no Spiritual life or 
warmth without love. Ami as 
“ love is of God, and God is love,” 
John only states a spiritual truism 
when he says that “ whosoever 
loveth is begotten of God,” w__
“ he that loveth not, knowetb not 
God.’’ But men had ceased to 
practice this golden law, as a uni­
versal principle of action, and law 
of the heart; and had,.therefore, be­
come spiritually cold, and spirit­
ually dead.

The moral condition of the 
world, in which the practice of

. \ selfishness, had produced strife and
- anger and wrath and hatred, and 

--------CviL speaking and lying^-aml covet­
ousness and theft, and war and 
murder, till the earth was filled 
with “ violence, cruelty and blood,” 
ami “ man’s inhumanity to man ” 
ma»le countless millions mourn, is 
ample proof that “ the world by na­
ture knew not God,” nor the moral 
attributes of God, nor the spiritual 
law of heaven. It was necessary, 
therefore, that the sin of the world 
should be taken away, or healed ;
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But no man could ascend up into ! work and mission of Christ was to 
the spiritual world, and return ; teach man the sim] 
again in order * * ’ ’ 1 ’ -

iple, yet wonder- hi a proper state of preparation ■ 
r to ascertain, and I ously.powciful law, that constitutes , then the seed is required; while

- r, cymbal. . _____
to “ fear God and keep his com 
mandinents, was the whole duty oi 
man.” But in Christ “ perfect love 
casteth out all fear,’ and “ love is 
the fulfillment and end of all «ac/i 
law.” Paul “ marveled,” and those 
who know what Christianity is, 
still w’onder that the world has 
turned away “ from the simplicity 
of the Gospel.” But Christ has fore­
warned us that the world would 
“stumble at this stumbling stone,” 
“ but blessed is the man that shall 
not lx: offended, or stumble at me.’ 
1 think J have now clearly set be- 
tbrr yotir minds, that -true- religion 
has for its pur|>ose the one object 
of bringing man back into spiritual 
union and harmony with God. And 
for this great spiritual work, no in­
telligent mind will deny, that wis­
dom will 1180 and only use, just such 
means and imencirs axare naturally t* V
adapted to this one purpose. The 
physical laws of nature, and the 
spiritual laws of the God of nature 
are identical in this respect. The 
means are adapted to the end, and 
the end cannot be obtained without 
those very means. All ground does 
not require the same amount of la­
bor ; neither'•will all ground yield 
the same increase; yet it is true 
that all ground must be, or be put 

thegenial influences fdr geririihatiqfi. 
anil development, are indispensably 
necessary. If 1 was to define agri­
culture or farming, ami tell you 
what it really is, I would say in a 
word that it included everything, 
from the good ground, and the la­
bor, and the seed, itnd thte Sowlii^, - 
and the sunshine and the rains, and
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the harvest, and even the use and 
enjoyment of that harvest. So I 
might run through Willi btbrik kH- 
alogous illustration of nature as set 
forth in the parables of Christ. 
And so if you ask me what the 
Christian religion is, 1 would answer 

was absolutely necessary, ami which 
ihwl has brnnght/into requisition, in 
order to bring the spirits of man 
I »ack into union and harmony with 
G^ ; and then |o He or “ ^fiehor’* .__
them there. .4/Z digging and plow­
ing is not farming; neither will all 
digging ami plowing; produce a 
good crop. This is equally true of 
the sowing, and the waiting and 
the praj’ing, for the seed may l>e 
nothing but tares. So it is equally 
true that «11 faith in Christ, cannot 
result in the salvation of the Gos­
pel, for though we may Late all 
faith, and the most perfect obedi­
ence to laxlily or fleshly command- 

juLLcnts ^aHd if tlua:. ha\vg..nat pm- 
duced in us luce and the spirit of 
Christ, we are none of his, ami 
know' nothing of the ldigion of 
Christ. ‘ •

I think that you will now under­
stand that true religion lias refer­
ence to the means and philosophy 
of man’s return and spiritual union 
with God. That while nature is 
the great field of physical science, 
and embraces the methods and true 
philosophy of.- the operations of 

•God’s physical laws upon material 
things; true religion embraces the 
methods ami true philosophy of the 
operations of Go»l s great spiritual 
law, upon the spirits and hearts of 
men.

To explain and to understand 
what true religion and true science 
really are, is to demonstrate that 
there is and can be no conflict 
whatever between them. It is to 
understand that one pertains to the 
physical laws of God that govern 
matter,-while the »»tlier pertains to 
the spiritual law of Go»l, that con­
trols the spirit. So that from the 
human side, all of the teachings of 
Christ and of his apostles, was for 
the purpose of developing charac­
ter, to develop the highest and 
noblest exhibitions of tru6~Tiian- 
liood and womanhood. While from 
the divine and spiritual side, the 
Christian religion is intended to fill 
the soul of man with such pure and 
holy* principles of moral and spirit­
ual action, as will fill us with joy 
and peace and righteousness, and 
bring us into such union and har­
mony with God, as will l>e identical 
with godliness and eternal li e.

But of all the blessed and happy 
results of that union and commun­
ion with God, both in this world
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