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Authority in the Church.
Jesus the Christ as the Great 

Head o£ the church has lodged 
authority for the government of 
the ^«rt
of men. The plan of salvation, or 
the terms on which any man might 
be pardoned, were neyer told $ny 
man by the_Lonl directly and per-

of God ” with the heavenly food fur­
nished in the Gospel. i>o, then, th« 
earthly’ affairs of the church, as the 
building of hquses, raising funds 
for any’ purpose, providing for the 

■■su‘k and,
deacons. The duties of this class 
are so numerous and so arduous 
that Paul very properly says that 
“they that have served well’as 
deacons gain to tKemselyes a good 
standing, and great bohlm'ss in the

The bishops are placed under a 
great weight of responsibility in 
taking the oversight of the house of 
God. Teaching and exhorting,

sonally. This work of proclaiming 
the gladtidings of salvation, he also 
committed to the hands of men.

In the Gospel economy man is 
an important factor in the saving 
of other men. When about to 
leave the earth, Jesus told Ins dis­
ciples “ All authority hath been 
given unto me in heaven and on 
the earth. Go ye, therefore, and 
make disciples of all the nations,

urging forward in the path of duly 
or restraining from the way of sin, 
helping the strong and strengthen­
ing the weak, throw great op­
portunities in their way, as well as 
involving great respond bittiesr

these extrimeties, divided Christen­
dom is instinctively drawn nearer 
and'nearer to Christ. In this ap­
proach, differences are more will­
ingly laid aside, for the sake of him 
Who_jwaycdtliat all vvho .believe 
may !«• one that t\w worbl may 
believe. > . _

One instance of this kind will 
suffice. In Janiaicu, where Bro. 

»W. K. Azbill has lx>en for some 
time laboring as a missionary, the

. dr’rcrcrfor-ihe one "«am«*-;-'tlw 
word ami a fill) ami hearty commu­
nion of all lielievers, is strong and 
constantly’ increasing.

Baptists, among others, as they’ 
uridersland our teacl i i i ] gs,; ■ found 
even anxious to cast off their name 
that all may’ unite in a common 
cause of preaching the Gospel to 
the people. Bro. A. gives as* a 
chief reason that this desire for

Christians are beginning1 to feel the 
force of Jesus’ plea, "That the 
world may believe? *

Truly should lhe bishop who rules 
well be counted "worthy of double 
honor.”

But the duties incumbent on 
these officers could not lx1 perform -

baptizing them into the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Gliost.” The authority 
Received from his father, he gave to 
his disciples, and, putting them 
under the guiding influence of the 
Holy Spirit, sent tlwm to save the 
world.

Acting under the divine com- 
mission and by the spirit’s guid­
ance, they not only preached the 
Gospel as God’s power in order to 
salvation, but established churches 
of those who " became obedient to 
the faith,”< and set in order the 
things that were wanting to per­
fectly furnish the churches for the 
work they were expected to do.

In setting in order the things 
that Were wanting, they ordained 
ciders in every city as bishops and 
deacons to take the oversight of 
the flocks over which tL*y were 
appointed.

The necessity for these two 
offices—bishop and deacon—arises 
from the two fold nature of man—the 
physical and the moral and mental, 
andconsequently twoclassesof wants 
—temporal and spiritual. While 
in the flesh tl/e memlx*» of the 
iKxly of Christ must lie supplied in 
earthly affairs as other men, and in 
addition must diave their spiritual 
needs cared for.

From this double necessity arose 
these two offices; the deacons to 
look after the temporal affairs of 
the church, arid the bishops fre­
quently, though we think improper­
ly called elders,) te* " feed the flock

ed unless they were clothed with 
authority to actin the variousjnat- 
ters that fall to their lot. This au­
thority hasj<been given. The pow­
er that instituted churches for the 
home of Christians lodged the au­
thority of the church in its officers, 
and every member shouhl not only 
count those who rule well worthy 
of honor, but as commanding,their 
submission in all things that come 
under their respective duties. To 
the deacons all must submit in the 
management of the temporal affairs, 
and to the bishops in the manage­
ment* of the spiritual affairs of the 
church. He that yernses to be un­
der authority is. self-willed' and 
guilty, of the sin of insubordina­
tion.

Order Is the result of the observ­
ance of law. Th« greatest glory of 
th«* cliufch is observe* 1 when every 
member of the laxly does its part 
meekly, blit faithfully, and neglect 
not his duties to God and to each 
other.

Christian union is o
o _■

the/"United States^ is that Uie 
teachers and missionaries ' have 
dwelt less upon denominational 
things. Driven to seek the strong- —■--- 2... ......... .... ............. ...............

The Desire for Christian Union.
In proportion to the increased 

interest manifested in home ami 
foreign missions, is seen |nd felt a 
growing <Lusire- for ip/ity of senti­
ment and action' among Christians. 
As the difficulties of evangelizing 
are mor* m»<1 more knowh »the at­
tention of missionaries U dirpeffd 
to their causes. As these causes 
are th« (d)lircli feels rts de­
pendence Upon tfiâ stjiong alp) of 
him who ever supports, and in

Good Thoughts. .

...... Tlxu-dpiadaZd: luau ...
rial on "Missionary Work,’’ says 
many good things. We Would es • 
pecially call attention to the follow­
ing :

The great difficulty in the church 
now is the old sin of unbelief. This 

clung to man like his shadow. - We 
are satisfied in one sense with our 
theory of redemption ; that is, our 
intellect is satisfied. But if we 
look in a little deeper, we shall 
find that our hearts “are not satisfi- 
ed with righteousness. We feel 
that something is wrong, ami we r 
often wonder what it is. Let a 
man read the 13th chapter, of the 
first letter to the Corinthians, and 
la* ought to perUejve the cause of

It is the lack of that unique di­
vine love of God and man- which 
gives all to God and man in re-

. ..spunse to the- gifteof Qi.r.isL- - This—---------
is the key which unlocks the door 
of the mystery of both the provi-

* . nr lu jjcruune me
greater than the spiritual desolation-

est powers to battle against tlfis 
superstitious, heathen darkness, 

‘they’ found the simplicity of 
preaching the savor of life.

The language of a Presbyterian 
minister who was questioned.$n re­
ference to the demand for, and use, 
of the confession of faith of their 
church was, “ They have no time 
for that.” Iq try th, the cry from 
heathendom to-day raproapbns the 
iania of God’s people. They’ are 
becoming ashamed of division. 
They’ dwell less upon these subjects 
and upon the Gospel .more. “Christ 
crucified” is their great need. Is 
it so that the enlightened heathens 
from the Isles of the sea must come 
back to America, whence their mis­
sionaries were sent, and teach by 
practical example, Christian union ( 
Well be it so. And may God sp^l/ Wealth has made hundreds of 
the day. But let it not be forgot- homes miserable to-day, that with 
tenjhat the saiqo which only one-fourth, /or one-half the

deuce and the grace of God. When 
Christajns shall see and feel that 
there i* no fellowship In God that » 
doesnot manifest .itself in aacrific- . i 11 
ing wealth to the salvation of the 
world, they will enjoy another pen­
tecost of blessing without its signs 
addressed to the senses; and feel 
that thp ppwgr of God js still thp 
same without, as .with, tlm 
addressed. to the ears and eyes,1 
The poverty of the church consists 
in unbelief/ To be “ rich in faith ” 
is to be “ strong in the Lord.”
* * » »

There arc thousands of souls de­
stroyed owy day. by mopey. Ba. 
rents destroy their children by 
gratifying their fleshly desires.

ten that the saiqe, which only one-fourth,/or one-half the
would seem to conduce to a desire 
for union‘of Christians anion* the«—----------—> ........__

heathens of other countries are 
present with «qua) fore»* in this 
country.

There are heathens in nyr own 
land in as dark ignorance ami as 
wholly given to sin as elsewhere. 
And the same Gospel, with the 
saipa united effort must be used for 
their salvation.

And this truth is becoming pat­
ent to the minds of all who really 
havp the wcdtabc qf |h<. world at 
heart. It is becQuse qf sin, of ig­
norance, of infidelity and all forms 
of opposition to the tpth/ that

'4 »

riches, might have been supgpgj; 
houses in Eden, blessed with the 
melodies . of heaven and earth. 
There are crushed hearts to-day’, to 
ftdijcli GM) bnifg no medicin»*, 
and musip no joy. The Spp a 
drunkard, or a gambler, the com­
panion of “ wassailers of low de­
gree the daughter married amid 
soft lights, queenly raiment, and 
{’trails of qjqsjo ih^t ^>qqld Ijq tip 
coast’of royalty itself, now poorly 
clad, deserted and alone, whose 
sighs mingle with winter winds as 

fly ^bropgh 1|oye|
- are the festijts of ish to
have more” of the gobi that per-
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