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Is Prayer Natural ?
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that if he would study God’s ways | their ery.”
would | afterward, that “ if thou afHict the

in natural things, more he

understand God's ways in spiritual
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to “study” nature and revelation

Niewdemus | groaning,
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“with lip serviee only, when his
heart is far from him " It was fot

until the Israclites  “ erli
[God by reason of their bondage "
['in ‘-ﬂ\'[rt that “ God heard their

and  had  respeet unto

God also said to them
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Sleep.

Trxr—* Awake thou that sleepest and arise
from the dead and Christ shall give the light,”

‘uut of tlw snare of the
| This awakening consisted of freeing

’ them to do so.
Cordered to recover themselves from .

devil.

thelll'wh' from t,lu. hower of the

“devil They Tiad the alility to Tree
t.llcum.l\ es h‘um ﬂlc puwul' of Satan'
or else God would not command

Not oni) are they

the devil, hut. Elw\ urc (:mu-mamlwl
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-suwh hear theiv ery.” Job siys

both; very faithfully_and Lonestly, | that God “ will hear the ery of the

if we would become “ workmen, ap- |

proved unto God,” unto seienee and

Lafficted.” and David says that “he
lm": ts nf/tz the er g nl llu lllllu| _|t_
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Most certainly these persons ad-
whatever, their condition !
wats, are cotnmanded to awake from

dressed,

their sleep and *ArisE from-
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Christ. 1 - Pet. 4:

1 iy the mind of Ju-sus

" he only
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In my former article I showed
that prayer was a natural force,
among the higher animals, and that |

God answers-their prayers through

other natural forces and .‘l_'_;'l_'llt'i('.‘.-l'l“.\' and might unto him,

through which he always operates

Prayer that cannot be answered
through these agencics or means,
cannot be ¥ according to his will,”
and are, thercfore, vain. - But we

iTl_l s ¢
Iru.li-l “ phe cars of the
Fto the ery of the
assuraed  us

IS arc open to their ery,

Lord are Upull
richteous.” Christ
that = God  will
.-l\'\'lll'_[’l' his own clect, which ery
But
CJames says to some, that © ye H.hk,
ot ask
Johnexplains wore fully
cthe natural philosophy of prayer,

[ has

Fand receive hecause v

Pamiss”

'when e savs, I we ask nny lllill"'

said that God in nature, will I!l][l
us to understand God i revelation,
Now we know that in the ease of
animals, there must be arelation of

ﬁ}‘|||||:lt|1.\' hetween the - one
eries or prays, and the one  that
answers,  There must e a tie of

sympathy, of affcetion or of inter-
est (or of all these l‘l|‘|||_
There st he alcorvesponslence
between the heart and {HHU!HF”! of

'n‘! waoeen

that | o
teaches sus very | plainly  that our’

accordiny to hes will, he ]uullth
il Lie Ticar us, <w
that we have-the Trt'ﬁﬁ'"ﬂ* Hl;lt we
desived of him”

Nature then, as \\'t']_] ws the Bible,

s andd “know |

ery to God should e wenuine,
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want, i
spurious or hypoceritical. © Inagine

calf laying a wager with

and  one real

| actual neither

one

the ons heart,

or feelings of the

who pravs. and  the
one }:l'ai_\'t'll to
Ordinarily, the cry or language of

one species of ereatures, awakens
110 r|'-|-lll|--' or ~‘\'||||r;li||_\' il\ :lllulln-l'
of a Jditerent kind.

prayer of any of the dependent and

But the ery or

helpless ereatures, must he one of
that
dicated Ly the very

real want . and want is in-

of the cry. The calf, the lamb,
and all other young animals may
“bawl " or “ bleat.” or cry for hours

sometimes lll]'llll._'_:]l mere habit, per
and  the
parent mother will pay no atten-
tion to it ; she that

mockery”

versity - or  fretfulness,

knows its ery

i a “hollow and  a
spurious imitation of its real and
true prayer, and that it has no real
want to be suppligd. - She will pay |
no attention to its prayer exeept |
when the ery indicates real mged.
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I'his is but a natural contirmation

of all the teachings of Seripture. |

“ When

you In'u_\‘.\ use not vdin

repelitions, as the

“ Be

iypoerites do.”

not deceived for God s

tone and voice

not |

another, (« la Prof. Tyndall) that it

I‘HllM S0 llih.‘wt'lnhh' as to 111‘1-|_°i\1- it.r-
parent dam, and obtain an answer

A calf wight he silly

cnough to make

to its cry /
such a bantering
proposition, but no cow of ordinary
imstinet,
to pay

would be foolish  cnough
the least attention to it !
To her the sham would_be too ap-
parent.  And still, Ly their
duct it would seem that a great
many must think that our Creator

con-

has less perception and  wisdom
than many of the animal mothers !
As the ant may

wisdom, so

teacl the shuggard
many  of the young
us much in

recdrd to the nature and philosophy

anitals might teach

of real prayer.

The \\Ilnl\ "I'lrlt ancl. genius of

I ll}lﬁtlclllll\ (when we
Lit) is in direet opposition {o every
kind
should only cat when the stomael

of .I;H'er{ -\\'ul‘nllill. lf we

craves food, is it not equally true

Cthat we should only pray awhen the
heart

really  eraves and> desires

something.  Indeed can we realiy

mocked.” Christ - offered up pray unless-this is the case /
prayers ~and  supplications, with I am not now  speaking  of
strong erying and tears, and was | “ thanksgiving and  “ praise,’

heard.”  Why should man be guilty

of the empty form of prayer, or

arger

cwhich very properly constitute the

hll-(‘!l“l*tl
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]ml’liun of our

understand

dead”  Then they were asleep amd-
sage in Paul's writing to Timotliy
which sheds upon  this “theme a
Hood of light: “ That they may

of the devil who are taken eaptive
l\ hinr at his will.,” 2 Tim, 2: 26,
According to this tu'\t that sleep
consisted in eing T mptl\lt\ to

H"- .;h-;'il M|-|| Al ||| (u]ﬂn 1h 1

aliony the'dead, We find & pu.s-_

{ awaku thomselves out of the snare |

Tu u]'l-sJ.lum who a\\E‘R‘ and- arise—

there is a promise given. © Christ
shall give you light.”  They needed
ight for they were in darkness and

no wonder tlw.\' were: Hll.,'t'jll.'\'. The
light  they needed: -comes from
Christ. - What is the light  then

that Christ gives, for his is the
“Son of lbl"‘]ltrl'l’ll'illt“\\
was llh and the life was the ]l"'llt

af wen”  Juo. 1. The IIﬁ- of Jesus

“‘h’l‘l‘l’ilﬂ_‘_ =

the devil when they are lluln"‘ his
will aml
kined or s~ his will ;
men are his captives or l:rim_n'u-ts,

caste hence
Hor they are in his snare or trap)
whenevel they engage e any kind
The sword captive
is in the Greek * taken alive”

of “wickedness.

ni death, for Paul affinms that they

are “laken alive)” by him at his
will.  We see then elearly  that
they are not literally dead  nor

amony the literal dead.

Now from what we have already
seen we are prepared for the de-
claration of the same-writer as to
their “you who were
dead in trespasses ahd in sins hath
he quickened.”
were asleep were

condition,

These persons who
“dead in trespass-
es and in sins,” and their awaken-
ing consisted in
of the snare of the devil”

were

selves out
They
out of sleep and arise from the
dead to something.  What, then, i

the ohject to which th:-} are Coni- |
arisc ¢ “ Awake 1o
righteousness and sin not.”

commanded to awake

manded  to
_l Clor.
I-’!’l'llﬂ.‘\itillll.‘\ govern the
Righteousness is in
the oljective ease in this declara-
tion, . and
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objective case,

henee
which they  are *nmum.m Ul to
awake,

It is, very evident, indeod, that
these not literally
asleep nor Titevally  dead, for they
“erwake thei
commands are given
neither, to  men amlt'vp nor dead.
They  themselves \\'(_‘l'v to_do the

partics  were

are connnanded to

m'!t'f;ﬂ,“ ul]d

rising and recovering themselves

CFhis Sleep then i not-the=stoep it shinestite thont”

“recovering them-.

is the objeet to !

was the light given to men H(-
showed thl e the, beanty of - hﬂﬁ
ness in o, a lwlfm_t life,  But “the
light of _t-_lm.t perfect life anid exam-
ple contes to us through the written
life of Jesus or the Gospel.  There-
fore Paul ealls it “ The light of the
slorious Gospel of Christ,” and says

\\u,!\ulng..-s.s of  whatever .

Christ then shines through the
Gospel, and into men’s - hearts.
“ God who commanded the Jight to
shine out of darkness, hath shined
in our hearts,” and what does God
shine in men's hearts for? “To
give the light of the knowledge of
thgalory of God in-the face of
Jesus Christ.” He shines in men’s
hearts to give light, the light of
knowledge, the knowledge of the
glory of- God in the face of Jesus
Christ.  This light reaches the
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heart throvgh the wind. < For-the

l God of this world hath blinded the

minds of them that believe not, lest
the light of the glorious Gospel of

Christ =should  shine into them.”

| He blinded the minds of them that

huhu ¢ not, beeanse that is the only
|m~.~ul l( door of entrance to their

Ilw:utn, and if he can get themn to

Eclnw their eyes and ears against
i the Gospel, there. is ng danger of its

ight  getting  into their  hearts
through their minds,  Sometimes,

the word away from the heart,
feven after it reaches it In the
parable of the sower the Savior
said : “ The "'\\Ta}'nitlv hearer, or
those by the wayside are they that
hear, then cometh the devil and

Luke 8: 12.

]l!.'ﬂ_l"tﬂ." “Why make

however, Satan suceeeds in talkilig'f__ :

taketh away the word out of their




