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The New Comet. . |
x\t present the coinet is about one 

hundred and sixty millions of miles 
from, the earth,and its distance 

—-------i*- ni in will probably-nut -be lbS'S' *
—-j-ihan eighty millions at any time, - 

though .further calculations will be 
Jicccssary to settle that point. But 
though it will not approach us so 
li-arly as other comets have done, it 
may 1 be expected to make a fine 
«ii^play for a few days in" the early 
]’Ar.t ot ‘.Tune. Only ten oomets 
have hitherto been known to ap­
proach the sun so nearly as this in i 
a i probability will. -It is to be re- : 

, p retted, .h'v.viVt i, that its greatest 
Lriljiancy will occur at a time when 
it will be invisible to us, and seen 
only in tire Southern Hemisphere. 
I t this respect it will resemble the 
the great comet of 1880. The pres­
ent extraordinary intensity of its 

~Hgbt which comes to us from the 
““enormous distance -of 160,000,000 

Julies, proves that it has plenty of 
m itcri il. for future display, and it-

latter. Two weeks of further Ob 
I serration will serve to, remove
many uncertainties which now ex­
ist as to the future of this comet, 
and these observationswill unques­
tionably be awaited with thegreat- 
est inUre^t—* 11ba-tty- —ib

\ lie raid, „
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Technical Education.
Technical education is a subject 

that is just now ¿attracting a good 
deal of attention in -this country, 
not only among the teachers, wrhose 

"'spceia.T business' it is “ to look after 
the ‘ training of * the. young, bpt 
among that larger and more numer­
ous class of .persons who are inter--, 
ested in the rising generation, as 
parents, i^iiknthropists, and re­
formers.
nowlo make this question promi­
nent f (1). tho necessity that is 
acknowledged to exist jn the 
I'nited States for trailing boys to 
become, skilled workmen; (2) the 
selfish ancT, stubborn disposition 
among the leaders of the different 
trade, unions to allow but a few 

y h«»w a long and near—bnytutlm- privilege of apprerttioimr

workmen, whose societies limit the 
number of apprentices, and from 
their arbitrary decision there is no 
appeal, lienee it is that in sheer 
despair the American parent turns 
to the public schools for relief, and 

- asks Tp-that berfeficent'imstitutirah 
_ which has done so much for his 

children already; cannot be made to 
help him in this emergency also and 
establish a department for the 
technical education of his boys and 
girls at'the taxpayers’ expense.

The original intention of the 
\ com mori .school sy stein* w âs“tô“*pfô-

/" • 1 * 1 ,

gence go hand in hand. It would 
be a great thing if all our boys 
could be taught the use of toolsand 
the arts of mechanism, as wt5M as 
literature and science; and the 
claim of the girls to be taught 
muiio thing-relating- ~to cooktng an'd-------
housekeeping, or>to be trained in a____
way.that will aid them in obtain­
ing an honest arid independent 
living; is as imperative and ought 
to be heeded with as much respect T

as is paid to Ure demand of their
c

Three things conspire just

vide every child in the State, free 
of cost, with the opportunity of ob­
taining the “rmlimtfnts- of a /good 
English education, and nothing be- 
yond that. The old saw; expressed 
the idea exactly, with the three
R’s—“ Reading, 'Kitin’, ’Rithmetic/’ 
After a little there was'an innova1 
tion, and the higher branches began 
to be taught in. tKc common school. 
Still later the high school, sysbm

brothers. The Opponents of the 
ed ucätiöß-öf- ffür boys and'-gtrls "fir—“
the practical arts and .mechanical 
trades at public expense reason 
from a superficial standpoint and 
from a mistaken notion of economy. 
The be.<t economy, as far as society
and government are concerned, is 
that which educates the masses in - 
knowledge and trains them to self- 
supporting industry. No proposi­
tion in social- or |>olitical economy 
is more demonstrable than that.
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’> ' •1 * ■ * ' ■Jy straight tail of enormous dimen- 
. fpbm to onr antipodes. How much 

<-l thtpsame-so'rt i t will give us is 
it il somewhat problematical, and 

« c-n only bindecided on the basis of 
im Lber obseevations.

It i -now invisible to the naked 
eye, anil by a. small telescope, 
though it is readily seen, yet owing 
to its smallness it can hardly be 
ili anguished from the stars which 
sui round it. After passing its per- 
ihelionut wili probably become vis- 
i • in (lie Northern Hemisphere. 
J t now appears-in tire constelation 
of the Lyre, near Vega. It will 
jia^s to the westward of that star, 
au I will continue on its journey up 
into ( pheus, when in May it will 

upt turn and go plung- 
sun.

f the orbit of the 
eriheJion passage, ! 

place, 49 de- 
longitude ot | 
minutes; in- i 
47'minutes;

10,000,000 i

make ;iil al.-r 
iiip: in towards the 

j ho elements <> 
re comet are : 1’

I ■>; piriiichrm 
gr os, minutes; 
no 206 degrees, 40 
Ci.ii ition, i ?• degrees, 
p iihJion distance, 
Jud- mot ion direct.

i ¡d.< comet appears to have no 
»< gue in the past, as no comet- 

own with elemeuts sufficiently1-
iv~ tjbTing these to constitute reas­
on. !c belief in identity..’ The ele­
ments of the comet of 1097 some 
v i. i resemble those of the present 
co.:.kt; but the perihelion distauce 
of i/iic ¡'ormer is computed to be 
sevf ft times as great as that of the

_f. _______ __ _________- . --------—■o

themselves to learn a trade; and 
•’> the iniiux cf the immense num­

ber of foreign. immigrants now- 
flocking to our shore from the Old 
World, many of whom Are skilled 

. • and. experienced -artisans - anti pey- 
feet masters of their pursuits, who 
are crowding the newbeginners out 

' of position. .
These are the three branches of 

the question. The resident portion 
of our population who would like 
to see their children engage in 
agricultural pursuits, begin to' en­
tertain well-grounded fears, if this 
large and ever increasing volume of 
immigration continues (nearly 7000 
immigrants arrived at the poit of 
New York last week) that there 
will soon be no good land to bp 
obtained at a cheap rate,, and cer­
tainly m ne in a few years to be 
had at the government price. So 
they are obliged to look about for 
other occupations, for their boys 
beside the honorable, healthful tmd 
honest one of farming. They find 
all the so-called learned professiops 
already full and running over, the 
supply far exceeding the demand, 
and yet all flic colleges and univer­
sities contain thousand of others 
w ho are prepai ing to become law­
yers, doctors, or ministers. If a 
man would like to have his boys 
learn trades, be is confronted with 
opposition at the start, not from 
the proprietors of, the manufactur- 
irg\cstablis|rmc;nts but from their

1 ,

was engrafted upon the parent 
stalk, with its normal department 
or training teachers, and its class- 

ical cmirses to-pjepaie young—num.

Chtuuju Jour tad'.

W hen you lay before the school 
authorities . tbep fact fiiat with 
cTiarts’, blackboards/a gfbbe and a 
magnet, you can teach a wholeto enter college. ' All thisadvance- 

rnent has bccri^streflucñííTy resisted 
by some taxpayers and wealthy 
capitalists, who insist that it is 
done in violation of (he fundament­
al principles-upon which the com-* 
mon school system of this country 
rests. The most of the money that 
is raised for the support of the 
public schools coinés from th^ 
pockets of the wealthy classes of 
the community, who do not send 
their own children to the common 
schools, but educate them elsewhere, 
after paying their full share towards 
the fund that defrays the expense 
of educating their neighbors’ child­
ren. But these men should see the i 
duty and propriety of helping those 
who cannot help themselves. They 
can afford to contribute of their 
wealth for the amelioration and 
elevation oT the condition- of the ■' 
masses, for the general good and j 
with a view to ultimate economy.

Resistance to the’ proposed ts 
„tablisbment of technical • dcpait- 
ments in the public schools will be ' 
opposed by the same classes of men 
who oppose the high school and the . 
teaching of the. higher branches in College, has recommended that that 
the district schools. But technical

class of twenty or thirty, more and • 
better than you can teach a single 
pupil without these helps, it will be 
an easy matter totakethe next 
step and convince them that true 
economy demands that the school 
shall be furnished with these things 
without delay. You can do ten or 

' twenty times as much work within 
a given time with these helps as 

'you can do without them.
Knowledge through the eye is 

conveyed a thousand-fold faster, 
especially among children, than by 
any other organj»r faculty

t
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The time* children can attend 
school, passes ho quickly that it 
would seem to be the part of wis­
dom, certainly, to give them the 
best possible facilities for acquiring 
knowledge while they are there. A 
teacher can do very much more 
work, and teach twenty or thirty 
quicker, with maps, globes, charts, 
a magnet and other helps, than 
they can teach one without these 
things. , ’ .— ..... '. — —- t

President Barnard, of Columbia

! education and the proper training 
of the young of both sexes are un­
doubtedly among the most impor­
tant and really necessary under 
takings that now confront the pre­
sent generation. Knowledge is 
power, and morality and intelli-

! institution admit ladies.

: BAPTISMAL ROBES.
rpHE “ LADIES AID SOCIETY” OF THE

I < Inintian Church, Portland, id prepared to 
furpiisli “ Baptismal 1 lobes ” 4t> those desiring, 
at prices from j>5 to 57, according to kind of 
cloth. These will bo sent by mail to tny part 
of the const. Address, Hehald Office, li»o First -»
St., 1’urth’nd, Or.


