~proceed-to speak of the separation

-which ensued, calling for religion,

“all'ye that labor and are heavy la-

- Chirist. . The distapee is not physic-

. of change, indeed the very terms of

6
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NUMBER II, -

Proposition 2.—A-+ Separation
from God. :
Having seen that man .in child-

hood is at union with God, we now

or reunion with God. If man was
not separated from God he could
not be bound again.

That sinners are separate from
God is shown Ry the Savior in the
following words, “ Come unto me

den and I will givel you rest.”
Matt. xi. 28.

Again, “ Ye will not ecome to me
that ye might have life.” Clearly

then there is a distance  between |
4
‘man and God, for without a dis-

tanee between, man cannot come to

al but wmoral. The Lord and his
Christ being altogether holy, and
men being sinners, there is the dis-
tance between  them  that “exists
between and That

sin holiness.

difference-is—one—of —character¥or | Sreat-guif— Jesus said+ . And1, it

them to come tosether in character
the one or the otlter must change.
But with God “is no \'u]‘i}]ﬂ‘ih?ut-.-;s_,
neither shadow of turning,” Jas. i.
17. Weanay not then expect God.
to Changt for he does not vary or
turn. He is forever and ever the
Suane, .

The whole lﬁ\‘tur}" of manis one

the Gospel—believe, repent, and be
baptized—are all indicative . of
change in man.  He is taught to
cease to sin and become as holy and
pure “as a little child.” God did not
leave man byt man left God, and
it is but fair that the one who went
away should return. Man like the
Prodigal of whom we read, volunta=
rily went away from his father into
a far country—a land of famine
and death—and by his own doings
has “ fixed” a great gulf Letween

_\\'Ol'ld lieth in wickedness” = 1 Jno.

v. 19, “There is none good, no
noterie, Il ‘have sinned and
come short o glory of God”
“ Wide is the gate -agd broad is the
way. that. leadeth, destruetion
} and many tlw,,ré be |which o in
thereat Matt. vii.\ 13. . :When

ity e SR
| inake up his jewels we may rise
and sparkle in the light of cternal
glory. FrLy 1
Yours in hope,

J. A. CAMPBELL. ..
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Relation of Evangelists to

————

C_hurches. $ |

in any church at all. This is all
wrong. The local congregation is-
for preachers. as well as others,
And no man ecah rise superior to
tlie church of divine appointment
without at the same time showing

irreverence - for apostolic order,
Every preacher should hold mem-

n ,

-
“Onee-a e

gate he _is “separated from

that leadeth to destruction, and if

‘| continued in, he will surely ‘arrive

at that fearful destination.

forced into the wide gate, but they
voluntarity go im thereat, and if

dark regions of despair, they go
there in spite of “all power in
heaven and in earth ” to save them.

-This  separation , was  brought
‘about by leaving the -purity of
childhood and sinning. Thut this
is as .universal as the race, Paul
teHs us plainly. “If one died for
all then were all-deatt™ Thewt one
did die for us all the word of life
plainly-teaches— - takes death-to
bring the dead to life, or across the
be lifted up (or crucified), will draw
all men unto Jdno.. xii, 32,
« Christ also hath -onee-suffeged for
sins the just for the unjust that he
might biing_us to_God.” l"I’k.-tvr

7]
me.
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heavenly Father and in the way

Remember too that they are not

they never return but reach the

| suggestions - whieh,—we—thinde—with

“Bro. Srygley writing in the Old
Path Guide gives some thoughts sq|
valuable and withal so apposite up-
on the above subject that we give
his article entire. 1t will set some
good brethren to thinking, who are
- puzzl@l about these questions:—

In Texas we have suffered much
from unworthy -preachers. - Men
- who -are Jamentably wanting in
that purity of life so essential to
the acceptable preacher; are. fre-
quently found in the cvangelistic
field M Texas. Amd our stroggling
churches feel so deeply the need of
evangelistic aid, that men of little
or no character find it an casy mat-
ter to pass current as an evangelist
of the truc'apostelic order.  We are
often puzzled to know how the
church can best protect itsclf against
such characters. Without presum-

tion, we are disposed to offer a few

disgipline as  others.

L

2. The first point well established

and we can see at once that no man

without membership in some active
congregation could impose himself
upon unsuspecting brethren.  The

fact that aanan, without ancuber-

ship ir any chureh, starts out to
evaugelize the “world in his own

way and at his own pleasure, ought -

to be held as prima fucie evidence

‘of unworthiness.: No man ought to

Jsé'qount.plmn_ccd or encouraged in
promiscuous evangelisui unléss hie
is under the authority and disei-
pline ofgsome local congregation.
Preachers are as nitch in need of
They are
sglbjuct to tewptation and liable to
sin.

elders. And when one vows his in-

They should be under the -
ing to fully settle this vexed —ques- | supervision of an cfficierrt board .of

ent state of affairs, ;

-1 And first, we eall - atténtion to
the seriptural relation of<the cvan-
gelist to the ¢hurch. It may be
assumed, in the  apostolic tiues, |

do much good to improve the pres-

i, 18. :

Yes, the sufferings of Christ
“draws men to God, or causes them
to leave off' their wicked ways and
draw near to God in character and
life. Causes them to approach the
innocence of their childhood again,
as they once.were, “ little children.”
That this alienation from God still
exists we only have to look around
over the earth and see thé carnage
of ten thousand battle-fields and
hear the ery of broken-hearted
widows and the llt-aqt.—n_'luling wail
of grphan children.  Still  closer
‘home than this, within the musings

| of our own hearts, we see¢ the scars

of the conflict with sin, proving that

if we are not now, we once

himself and God, so broad and deep
and wild that naught in the heavens |
above nor in the earth beneath can |
over-leap it and save the perishing, |
but. the love of God.

Thank God his
has thrown over that fearful breach
the vlittering arches of the bridge ‘
of Redemption, and illuminated it |
with his glorious word, saying to
all his prodigal -children “Come
unto me and I will give yvou rest.”
Oh what an ariny of men were onee, |
aye, and still are, beyond that gulf
and away from God, “The whole

matchless love |

| brings them together.

sold under sin and aliens from God.
Job laments that in his day there

| wWas no 1131}'."\1!1!1]1 Ill‘t\\'t't’ll Ian and

God to lay his hand upon both and
Johgx. 33,
But now “ there is one Mediator
between God and men, the wan
(hrist Jesus,” - He then with one
almighty arm lays hold of the
throne of God and with the other,
lays hold on the seed of Abraham
and those that are afar off, and
May we all
live so that when Jesus comes to

bring them together.

were 1

preachers, Tike all other Christians,
held membership dsome congrega-
tion when practicable.  And if we
are to take Paul and: Barnabas as
exan_n}u]v& the Holy Spirit had tH
church to send the evangelist out.”
They went out from the church;
fabored by the authority of the
church, returned to the chureh m}tl
reported the success of their labors.
So it would seemn, the whole matter
of evangelisin was under the super-
vision of the chureh. The avange-
lists, it may be safely assumeil, held
membership—m- the  church  that
sent them out during all their 1nis--
missionary travels and labors. But
such is rarely the case now. Those
preachers who rémain with a church

in succession perhaps, always hold
membership in it, but they are not
the men of concern in this article.
Tlre self-styled evangelists —a elass
of transient preachers, in no siall
degree annoying to the “rotherhood
—are the “men concerning whose
church relations we are most deeply
interested just now. And we give
it as the result of some considerable
investigation,. that a large per cent.
of these transient preachers have no
church relation at all. No doubt
it would astonish the reader if we
could give the exact number “of
aimless, not to say worthless, evan-
gelists who perambulate the country
sceking a market for theirsermonis,

and yet, who have no membership

i

for several months or a few years |

dependence of all local congrega- -

tions, hié should at once be_.denied
the confidence, encouragement and

coiperation of the lrétlirén every =
where.” If this point of apostolie —
order could be effectively enforced,

many of the transient preachers of
disreputable character would be at

onee set adrift in the world without

power for evil to unsuspecting
brethren.  We Wie not ummindful
of the fact that a few, disreputable

f

preachers succeed in blinding™ their

admirers and_maintaining member-
ship in some kind of a- church, but
the great bulk of them, so far as

we have investigated, are absolutely

‘without any church relations.

3. If these points were enforced,

the manner of dealing with un-
worthy preachers—would be greatly
simplified.  When an evangelist
comes into a community to build
up the cause, he should be required
to tell of what chureh he holds
membership.  And the church in
which he holds membership should
he held responsible for his deport-
went.  In ease he should econduct
himself in a manner disereditable

to his calling, he should 1ie mpmm

to the elders of his congregati

cand they should call himto aceount

Just as though he were not a preach-
erat all.  And if they should fail
to deal with him according to his
deserts, that ﬁwngrcgutiun should be
held as purticeps criminis in the
watter, We are not in favor of

the license systei, prohibiting all




