tion. [If a separation there was a|” """ © s :
cause for it;-and if a n-nninnll'lw kmg'l'”_” ol heayen. “..l-."i'! "
thoiie RS SR < nA TSI, . has _beert “converted his: sins
Yhal ~ youmton.s The - -word . ~* si] | are. iornm' n ]mu and, conse que nll\ ,
]igin!l i then ll.\‘ : illlll]it‘%lt-it':]l he lmh Yo sin_or “-hu""hum ﬂ_“
- teaches fonr things, at least; which and is free indecd,-and conscquent-

.
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I say unto you, except ye be eon-
verted and become as little ehild-
ren, ye shall not untl};" into. the
A melnm of heayen.” ~Matt.  xviii.
3.—Then a little child is just as a
converted man must.be to enter the
kingdom of heaven. Now, if,child-
ren are sinners, then Christ taught
his disciples that they must beeome
| sinners in order ta enter the ddng-
4 dom of‘lniu;\-t_-_i_;‘,__i"s'u Lht; 'n cre to
“ hecome as'n little ehild " ~Exe pt
ye beeome sueh sinners (7] :1.~a-]1tl.|u
children are ye canmot cnder into

[ram—

This . word comes from the Latin
language, and is composed of the

two \\'u]'.{q: and ligo, “to hind
acain,” I imn canbe hound again

then he must have heen hound onee
before. But this “again” implies
also that between the prima¥fy union
or . binding and “the ‘reunion or
second binding there was a’separa-

A ly is as a little child. If children
God: 2. - A |-are included in the “every evedture”
T of the commission they will all_De |1
4 lost, for it says, “ He that helieveth

it does notexpress, viz.: L

ln]'il:ml'.\' union with

separation from hjm; 3.

with him, which it expresses: . s :
A cause for tlpf separation; 5. A not Hlm_“ he 'l“'"“""li It they can-
[‘!.Hlm' for the reunion with God. not helieve, t']l".rvi"”." %']\""-.\'--"‘i.“lll all
The word religion then has in it a . be ',Im_”m'll'_ ‘ T!”ﬁ ‘ 1”“\-"':'“"
.\';l\l ﬁl‘l l nl' I.]Ll.nll ‘]lt e mln':u-ing, as dzu"",nt“:m .l“htl'm,l, ‘”i ‘ *El'\r’ilt.lfill.
1 does, in its l-mul clasp, i;h'v But it “_ Asked “'t.}“b“""“_'l' not
pmn.n\ innocency - of man, His de- | DAtural sinners s born ol
L \\wh why do they- sin upon the . fixst |

}pmttm by sin,
his Maker by uhuluma-tu the will’
of Giod :
of these l_n-ni]_']lt.

A 'In'iluau'_\' union with God.

tunl'ntatinn If that weakness in
the child Ty which temptation eon- |
trols it be a sin, then what was it in
Adam and Eve before-they sinned ?

It we ean notice but one

[ We I‘i‘[ll‘ﬂt' if that weakness T
sin then Adany and Were sin-
-t]lt')' the " far-
bidden fruit, for they evidently had

'”1]\ i~. I‘IIJIJ_\'t'iI |!_\' l-\'l'l"\' t']:ill]

Eve
\\‘lll‘]ll, -

born into our and conse-
(I“.I_“{]}_ it t}u‘}.' die in elildhood
Becawe ©

and infants,

ners ]w_ft ne ate  of

they arc saved. sin is the
5 . el the same \\'(‘il]\'llf'nﬁ, or clse t"”l["t«'l.—
transeression of law)

) 4 bt -(JHRISTIA“\V

 Gireck words, Matt xxvi. 28:

3 ,‘ "j
=
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liviss, ery out, even though they be
in the midnight revel. “ Oh for the
purity of my childhood onée'ag'dn A
Jhis universal feelmg pmvp.s that,
all men have the conseiousness
within them that children are pure. |
And yet men will teach that they
are sinners by birth and liars from
the eradle. We now read Methodist
Discipline, page 40, See. 2, Art. 53, 4
| printed 1872+ We—hold—that-at
childven by \1_mu_oﬂihb~&nemﬁh=
tional ‘henefits of the atonement,

are__members of the kmgdmn---ofﬂ
(lod, and, therefore, grn.cmmly en-
titled to haptism.”

Tt children -ave members of the
kingdom of God it seems to me that
they-aré not in need of bvmg bap-
tized, iux_lm.puuu_m_f the re-
mission of sins. _If they are mem-
wrs of the ]-.mcnlom of Gonh t.hey
are not sinners; and if they need
haptisin they arve sinners. But we
have already seen that children are
not sinners, and therefore do not
itecd baptisin nor anything elsé for
the forgiveness of sin.

In Acts ii. 38, Peter ua.)-,, “ Re-

amar farm;, for forgiveness of sins,”

O - = 3

lulll and e lnapt.lfed (eis apheun !

lui’ht,cd to fmt.h in the Lord Jesus
(‘hrist and obedience to his com-
mandments.  Were it otherwise—

1 did we make’ al] or any « of these so-

called “ peculiar views” honds of

ikl be a sect. But that we do
nnt at least consefously and inten-
tionally, thus pervert them, is sus-
cvptﬁﬂ{: of abundant proof and™iH-. .
ustration. Take, for example, the
doctrine that the hnptlmn of a peﬁ-
w—heiwvehfr

|-.1l

important that we.are constantly
‘teaching and. insisting upon it. And

receiving into our communion mem--
bers of the Baptist Chureh, who, as
is well known, were not l)ﬂptlzml
for the remission of sins; who at
believe in-it; nor do we ask or
it. The same might be said of all
our peculiar views: they are not

the basis of fellowship. Faith and
obedience constitute the only test

which we apply ; and we apply this =
for the-reason that without these &

‘man is not-and cannot be a Uﬁnq-
tian. '

But while all this is true so far
as we are concerned ;

Cand Christ uses exactly the same
" lu)r
this is my blood of the new testa: |
ment-which is shed for many, (eis
aphesin aimariion), Tor the fergive-
sin.”  Certainly then if
Christ’s blood is necessary to for-
civingss of sins, baptism is-also; for
if it reguires the npf,hc'ltlrm of the
hlodd to fm--‘n e sins, it r(-qum-q'
baptisim lll.\n, for the ohjeet of both

ness of

s “ftion eould not have overcome
certainly, cannot transgress any : ¢ 4 | 5
s . . AV, 1 Weiak B ; |
I'cl\\', therefore eannot sin. ..“ L}II'.\’ t' i God _L ;t s ll\“' iy : o > : sin
. . " A i8] . L ¥ ] -~
cannot sin they are not sinners. : wen o lh—"t-“ iull”m] of 1||.. for
. - . . 16 CIres . » sE ones ¥
Again we urge that they are not o d"tf', i l_"‘, hrst-ones of m?]
e _ e | race.  Children, it is true,have this |
sinners because they are not em- | ! | 04l
. o | Weakness, but cannot s
braced in the commission, Mark | 2 I'lh ' ]' annot sin :' ey
g ' N we old enoug !
xvi. 15: “ Go ye into all the world !“' ; nough f" act \Tfmlt‘ml_\
. . ~land  understandingly. .Sin -is an
ﬂl]f[ P ach the (u:x]u-* Lo every | g ! s |
= - act, and therefore in the very na-|
creatisre. But, sayvs the objecter, n £ thi 1 - [
. ENGJEC i ure of things cannd » 11
children are creatures, and if the L] o It'l‘}ﬂ o ll}IM”H ]
: = Tener: . at _a
Gospel was to be preached to every | t A 'y cIl;l H.I““ it at men
sl ' mnchn 11 L& ST E 1
creature, then, of necéssity, it must | L W= | }JII guence.of
. v . mns ““i (f (L ) £ ]
1"-.' !'T'«-m_'}t--'i to 1']'1II'11'I'I‘I. DO 18 A l 4 “ l.hll'ﬂ iL } L“' l l R 1

thﬁt l]u\ are resporrsible for it he-

monkey a creature, and if this argu-

Hfore God, is here most e mphatic ally
Chyrist
\\'ui']'l &

ment is worth anything it

entirely too much for the advocates

}Il'il\_"ﬁ

denied. took that “sin of|

| the away by establishing,

of infant depravity. The “every | ; :
Ll B ¥ Y * | through his resurrection, the great
creature in the commissfon 1s 2
e i resurrection of the dead. A“‘nm if
]lll:ih'rl tiy I! ”Ilt ]nl]‘\lt]] r = ;: £
we sin becanse Adam did and in-

belief COHIECS fromm the Hnilf-r\t'lllf

2 : : | herit that sin of Adam from our
ing of testhmony or evidence, and |
: . Ili.n'oma why do the children of
children cannot understand the
; ,. ] | Christians sin 7 They are now free
(ol ]wl' therefore- the :ipnf't]»w rll-l
from sin, and a child Lorn to parents
not inclhule them lll the (fllllllll\-\lnll | 2
free from sin ecertainly eannmot in-
and if not included in the “ power £ ot g s
werit sin, for @ parent  cannot
of God unto salvation,” they do not | |

transmit by _L_"I'Ho'}':ll ion what he does
not posess » “ B wihilo ailil fit.”
“Out of nothing, nothing comes,”
Again, all sinful men \\ln m they

to repentance, Jesus says, \eul},lcast a backward lodk over tllf:u

and hence are not
lost, for Christ' cane_ * to seek :uul[

to save the lost? and.to call sinners |

need salvation,

is _expressed in the same words,

None, we presumne, will elaim that

r( hrist died because men are free

But his blood cleanses
and must, therefore, be

hnm -n|
[ from sin,

| shed in order to the _i'brgivenesé of
| sin, andd before it.!

J. A. CAMPBELL.
- - il s
|From the Christian Statesman .|

The Church  Distinguished
From a Sect.
J. 8, LAMAR.

Continued from last week.

So I might specify our views of
regeneration, of conversion, of sanc-
i:hmtlnn of ele etion, and the like.
| T believe that, as usually and care-
inll\ stated l:\ our ablest speakers
and. writers, these are every one
true.  However much I may be
surpassed in the ability, no one can
¢o beyond me in the earnestness
with which T advocate, maintain
and defend them.

But important as we esteem these
views to be, and prominent as we
make them before the publie, our
test of fellowship is connected with

rectly exhibits our attitude and
overture to- the world and to the
sectarian churches around us ; while

them s such ;
less, that olkm %0 mgar:l them ;—
and hence that their practical Pﬂect
is in most cases precisely, or at any
rate virtually, the same as if they
were actnally embodied in a formu-
lary and made a condition of bap-
tism amd communion sine qua non.

When a R)erson presents himself
to eonfess the faith and be baptized

we do not know, and, so fér as the

cemed we do not care, whether he

ts our peculiar views or not—
‘nu ke kriows, and he cares. And
we may feel sure, especially if he is
a thoughtful man, that before he
finally decided to come forward,
had investigated and duly weighed
and considered whatever is distinet-
ive in our teaching, and had settled
rdown into substantial agreement
with us.  Had it been otherwise—
had he rejected and repudiated these
views—it is next to a certainty
that he would also have rejected
our communion and have declmed
to confess the faith.

In like manner, the bnsm of
Christian union which we submit to
the religions world is accepted by
those Christians only who ‘also ac-
cept our peculiarities in-doctrine
and practice.  We need' not pause
to insist that these things ought not
s0 to be ; it is enough at present to
'n.cognuc the fact tj;ut, they are so.
They are made so not by ourselves,
but Ly the sectarianism that sur-

none of them, but is cot and |

rounds us.. Many of our views

would not need to be published to

yet that we do not make its accep-
tance a term of fellowship, is mani-
fest from the fact that we ave daily

know whéther they now believe in

while it cor-

we do not regard our views as
terms_of communion,.nor propose
it is true, neverthe-

cordiality of . our welcome is ‘con-

umoﬂ or terms of eommunion—we -

the time of their ha.rtmm dul-rnet. -

|
i

1 all helieve it; aml wo n:garcl it an S0 _
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