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I say unto you, except ye be con­
verted and become as little child­
ren, ye shall Hot enter into, the 
kingdom Of heaven.” Matt, xviii. 
3. Then a little child is. just as a 
converted- man must lie to enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Now, if,child- 
ren are sinners, then Christ taught 
his disciples that they must become 
sinners in order t$j?nter th«* ¿king­
dom of heaven, for they , were to
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"become as a little child. Except 
ye become such sinners f?T7is.Tittle 
children arc ye cannot cúter into 
tlie kingdom of heaven. When a 
man luts . lieen converted his sins 
are. forgi ven hi m, an« 1, conse«111«-ntly, 
lie has no sin or is free-frmn sin, 
and is free indeed,•and’ consequent­
ly is as a little child. If children 
are included in the “evtuy creature” 
of the Commission they will all be 
lost, for it says, " Hr that heli evt'-th 
not shall lx; damned;”but they can­
not lielieve, therefore they.shall all 
be damned. This is universal 
damnation instead of salvation. 
But it is asked if'they are not 
natural sinners or born sinners, 
why do they- sip upon the . first 
temptation ? If that weakness in

Religion.
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NUMBER I.

This . word, comes from the Latin 
language, ami is composed of the 
two wnrd^re.and Z170, “to biml 

. again.” I im>n can lie hound cw/a in 
then he must have been bound once 
before. But this “again” implies 
also that l»etween the primary union 
or binding ami t)ie reunion or 

"“second binding there-was a separa-
If a separation there was a 
for it;-And if a reUnion 

was a cause for 
reunion.» The word '‘re- 

then by , implication

«

fion.
cause 
there 
that 
ligion
teaches four things, at least; which 
it does not'express, viz.: l.< A 
primary union with (lot] ; 2. A 
separation from hjm; 3. A reunion 
with him, which it expresses; 4. 
A cause for the separation; 5. A 
Cause for the reunion with God. 
The word religion tlien has in it a 
vast field of thought, embracing, as 
it does, in ¡ts broad clasp, theit «lots, in it- hroatl clasp, the
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primary innoCency .of man, His <le- 
part’ufe by sin,, his reunion with 
his Maker by obedience to the will 
of God ; but we can notice but one 
of these to-night. '

1. A primary union with God. - 
This is enjoyed by every child 

born into our pvorld, ami conse­
quently if they die in childhood 
they are saved. Beca*^ “ sin is the 

' transgression of law}” an«l infants, 
Certainly. cannot transgress any 
law, therefore cannot sin. If they 
cannot sin they are no| sinners. 
Again we urge’’that they are not 
.sinners because they are not em­
braced in the commission, Mark 
xvi. 15: “ Go ye into all the world 
and preach the Gospel to every 
creature'' But, says the objecter, 
children are creatures, ami if the 1 
Gospel was to Be preached to every j 
Creature, then,of necessity, it must; 
be preached to children. So is a ' 
inonkey a creature, and if this argu­
ment is worth anything it proves ; 

. entirely too much for the a«Jyocates. 
of infant depravity. The "-every 
creature” in the commission is 
limited to “ he that lielieveth,” hut 
belief conies from the understand- 
ing of testimony or . evidence, and 
children cannot understand the 
Gospel ; therefore- the apostles did 
not include them in the commission, 
and.if not included in the " power 
of God unto salvation.” they do not 
need salvation, and hence are not‘ ” r-f - * '
lost, for Christ’came. “ to seek and 
to save.the lost/’ ami .to call sinners 
to repentance} Jesus says, “ Yerily.

the chiId by which temptation con­
trols it be a sin, then what was it in 
Adam and Eve before" they sinned ? 
\V-e repeat if that weakness lu; a 
sin then A «lam and l<\ «- w.-n- sin­
ners before they ate of thé for­
bidden fruit, for they evidently had 
the same weakness, or else temptar 
tion could m>t have- àwrrmnr 
them. If that weakness Be a 
then God is th«» author of sin,
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he created it in the ’first ones of our 
race. Children, it is true,-have this 
weakness, but cannot sin till they 
are old enough to act voluntarily 
and understand ingly. Sin is an

1 act, ami therefore in the very na- 
i ture of things cannot lie transmit 
ted by generation. That aU meh 
suffer much in. consequence of 
Adam’s .sin^caAnot Be disputed but, 
that they are responsible for it lie- 
fore God, is here most emphatically 
denied. ChlBt took that "sinlcd- 
th<- WO) bl” away by < -taMi'-hing. 
through his resurrection, the great 
resurrection of the dead. Again, if 
we sin because Adam did ami in­
herit that sin of Adam from our 
parents, why do the chijdren of 
Christians sin ? They are now free 
from sin, and achihl born to parents 
free from sin certainly cannot in­
herit sin, for ST parent cannot 
transmit by generation what he does 
not posess > “ /?./■ ‘Wihllo .nihil jit." 
" Out of nothing, nothing comes.” 
Again, all sinful men when they 
cast a backward look ovu* their
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lives, cry out, even though they lie 
in.the midnight revel. " Oh for the 
purity of my .childhood once again.” 
This universal feeling proy.es that 
all men have, the consciousness 
within them that children are pure. 
And yet men will teach that they 
are sinners by birth and liars from 
th«“ cradle. We now read Methodist 
Discipline, page 40, Sec. 2, Art. 53, 
painted l«S72:-‘‘ We hold that all 
( hTldren by^ynlll’Aof-thw--uncondi­
tional benefits of the atonement, 
are members of the kingrlom- of f 
God, and, therefore, graciously en­

titled tii baptism.”
If children are members of the 

kingdom of Go«l it seems to me that 
they are not in need of being bap­
tized, for. La^itium—is—for the re­
mission of sins. Jf they are mem- 
hers, of the kingdom of God they 
are not sinn<“rsr and if they need 
baptism they art* sinners. But we 
have already syen that children are 
not sinners, an«l therefore do not 
Heed,baptism nor anything else for 
the forgiveness of sin.
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In Acts ii. 38, Teter says, “ Re­
pent and be baptized, (eia dphesin
arndrtion'), for forgiveness of sins,” 
an«l Christ uses exactly tin* same 

.Greek words, Matt Xxvi. 2<8: “ For 
this is my blood of the new testa- 
im'Ut-which is shed for many,' (eis 
aphesln dmdrtidn), for tlie forgive­
ness of sin.” Certainly then if 
Christ’« blood is necessary to for­
giveness of sins, baptism is also,"for 
if it requires the application of the 
bloAl to forgive sins, it requires” 
bajitism also, for the object of lxith 
is expressed in the same words. 
None,, we presume, will claim that 
Christ «lied Ixcause men are free 
from sin. But his blood cleanses 
from sin, an«l must, therefore, l>e 
shed in order to the forgiveness of 
sin, and before it.’ t.
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I From the « lirintim Statesman . | 
The Church Distinguished 

From a Sect.
»
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Continued from last week.
So I might specify our views of 

regeneration, of conversion, of sanc­
tification, of election, and the like.
I lielieve that, as usually and care­
fully stated by our ablest speakers 
anti, writers, these are every one 
true. However much I may be 
surpassed in the ability, no one can 
go lieyond me in the earnestness 
with which I advocate, maintain 
and defend them.

But ini portant as we esteeip these 
views to be, and prominent as we 
j 
test of fellowship is connected 
none of them, but is confirm

make them before the public, our 
with 
and
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lintite«! to faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and obedience to his com­
mandments. Were it otherwise— 
did we make all or any of these so- 
callcd “ peculiar views ” bonds of 
union <»• tei'ms of communion—we ' 
sboul«! be a sect. But that we do 
not, at least consciously and inten­
tionally, thus p<‘rveit them, is sus­
ceptible of abundant proof amCrH- - 
ustration. Take, for example, the 
doctrine that tin* baptism of a pefi- 
itent believer is f«n* the nnrrrssinn of ------
sinsv With one heart and sOUl w»' 
all J>clieye it; an«l we regartl it as so 
important that we. are constantly 
teaching and. insisting upon it. An«l 
yet that we do not make its acc’ep-. 
tance a term of fellowship, is mani- * 
fest from the fact that we are daily 
receiving into bur communion mem­
bers of the Baptist Church, who, as 
is well known, were not baptize«! / 
for the rennsHion of sins ; who at 
the time of their l>aptism duL^not 
lielieve in it ; nor do we ask or 
know whether they now believe in 
it. The same might lie sai«l of all 
our peculiar views: they are not 
the basis of fellowship. Faith an«l 
oliedience constitute the only test 
which we apply ; and we apply "thisuinvii ivr? > «íiBva w <5 **1 i*1»/

ÍSrthe-reaapn that without these a
man is not Und cannot be a Chris 
tian. 1

But while all this is true so far 
as we are conceme«!; while it_ cor­
rectly exhibits pur attitude an«l 
overture to the work I an«l to the 
sectarian churches around us ; while 
we do not regard our views as 
terms of communion,, .nor pr««pose.__ 1
them a'S such ;^it is true, neverthe­
less, that otliers 80 regard them ;— 
and hence that their practical effect 
is in most cases precisely, or at any 
rate virtually, the same as if they 
were actually emliodied in a formu­
lary an«l made a condition of lmp- 
tism ami communion sine qua non. 1

When a person presents himself 
to confess the faith and be baptized 
we do not know, and, so fitr as the 
cordiality of our welcome is con- . 
cerned, we do not care, whether he 
accepts our peculiar views or not— 
but he knows, an«l he cares. And 
we may feel sure, especially if he is 
a thoughtful man, that before he 
finally decided to come forward, 
ha«l investigated and duly weighed 
and considered whatever is distinct­
ive in our teaching, and had settled 
down into substantial agreement 
with us. Ha<l it been otherwise— 
had he rejected an«l repudiated these 
views—it is next to a certainty 
that he would also have rejected 
our communion and have declined 
to confess the faith.

In like manner, the basis of 
Christian union which we submit to 
the religious world is accepted by 
those Christians only who also ac­
cept our peculiarities in "doctrine 
and practice. We need'not pause 
to insist that these things ought not 
so to Im*. ; it is enough at present to 
recognize the fact that they are so. 
They are made so not by ourselves, 
but by the sectarianism that sur­
rounds us. Many of our views 
would not need to be published to
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