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“A woman's answer, truly! To-mor- tome. hanes ripe and sweet on the iree
row [ am to leave these soug quariers 2 The golden sunshine flooded sea and lato in February, or early in March t '
and into camp u dozen miles away; land : e, < . F ]
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"’Hy ladyship will go likewlse,” she our Father, who made all things so e = il )\ white with from evoyone who orders them,
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“Remember,” 1 argued, ““‘that the the birds to sing if that brave young . .qnoe flowers. [t may be that 8 o {hat -u.wnucqua&—-ﬂu;mcl
burro is the only means of inland trans-  1ife was to be sacrificed. furry of ssow has whitaged 5k

portation, the trail ls dangerous If one
is not used to riding and you will find
these evol nighta very uncomfortable
in cump."  But the spirit of adventure
was rife. Lily elamored to go, and 1
finally wave In.

During our conversation Mercedes
hid remained silent, bat 1 noted the
wistful look in her eyes
“Come here, little one!” beckoning the
ehild to n seat by her side. Do yua
aever get lonely here by yourself?”

“Ah, no, senora! | have always this”
stretehipg out her hands with a tender
pesture toward the sea. It had mur-
mured her erndle lollaby, und she knew
and loved its varying moods,

“Then there are many people here in
summer, and often they speak with me;
when they come no more [ gather my
shells and help mend the nets.™

“Have you no playmates?’

“l had a sister once—she died,”
softly.

I will be your sister, Mercedes,”
eried Lily, impulsively.

*So you shall, dear,” said 1. “Ahl
there is Pacheco homeward-bound with |
a fine string of fish,"” and waylaying
the ehild's father, 1 told him our plans
respecting Mercedes, to which he gave
remddy consent.

There was quite a gathering of na-
tives about the hotel in the morning to
wish us “Buenos dins' as our cavaleads
set out, led by Mexican Joo, 8 veners
able islander, who was to act in the ca-
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pocity of cook bud general utility man, | f

We wero to make the trip by ensy
stiges, stopplog over night at the In-
dian mounds, a place I had long con-
templated visiting.

Joe assured me that he knew the
mound loeality well, and confident that
& rich harvest wonld rvewnrd the Jdili-
gent explorer—for stone lwplements,
boads, bits of wampum, and even the |
skulls nud bones of departed worriors |
had beon unearthed by the islanders—
| adddedd pick and showel to our camp- |
ing outfit

The trail, following the coast, was

«THE POETRY OF THE ORANG E"

the rope was lowered, and we waited
the sigual to pull up.

1 remember how, even nt that mo-
ment, the beauty of the scene appealed

«It appenls to yon, when the f:uu R
ny 3-:. ”
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were taken from
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tinual strcam of people filed inacd |
viewed the remaius of the brave minu

sheriff Lane County has

That of which I write occurred many
As [ pen these closing lines
my eyes fall upon o missive received
this morning from an eastern convent
school

“Mercedes and I will soon be with
you,” it reads
examination and graduoste in June.”

‘The father and mother have long
been dead, the brothers are scattered,
and Mercedes fills a daughter's placein
our hearts and home. —Home Magazine
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ascending and sometimes wonnd peril-
ously near the edge of the eliff.  Look-
Ing down a hundred feet or more, cne
could ses the foaming breakers dash-
ing on the rocks below. Evervthing
delighted the children: they lsughed |
and chatted and sang until we caught
their merry mood, and 8 gay purty we
were, Indeed,

The sun was high In the heavens |
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