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WEEK’S DOINGS

Oeneral Review of Important
of the Past Week in Brief and

Comprehensive Form.

¥ Japan has outbid Russia for two war-
ships nearing completion in Italy.

I Postmaster Bancroft will not be re-
moved from the Portland postoflice.

Whatcom and Fairhaven have united
and will be known as Bellingham in
the future.

Banto Damingo has now two revolu-
tionary govermments and foreigners lear
they will suffer.

The Japanese commissioner to the
Bt. Lonis fair says Japan will make no
concessions to Rustin, .

Ghouls robbed many of the dead in
the Michigan train wreek: The death
list has been swelled to 21,

Russia is not prepared for war and
may awnit & more favorahle time, al-
though ehe is buying large gqnuntities
of stores, - S R

The Colombian charge at Washing-
ton has little hope of receiving a favor-
nble answer and is preparing to close

the legation.

During the present session of con-
gress the
strengthened. When the additions al-

ready authorized are completed the
United Siates will have o more power-
ful navy than any other nation except
Great Britain,

Italy has recognized the new republie
of Panama.,

Japan will send a large force to Corea
to end rioting.

A severe cold wave has swept the
East and Middle West,

Russis will probably modify her de-
mands rather than go to war,

Japan is buying large quantities of
lead for the manufacture of bullets,

The United States has ordered a gun-
boat to Corea to protect the American
minister.

Efforte are being redoubled to have
China ratify the trade treaties with the
United States,

The Colombian echarge will quit
Washington if Secretary Hay ignores
Colombian demands, ;i

Large patent medicine manufacturers
will, the first of the year, take meas-
ures to establish uniform prices.

Chief Newell, of the reclamation
pervice, will visit Oregon and confer
with the people about irrigation pro-
Jectn,

The Far " Eastern situition is very
shreatening.

Britain will aid Japan if she goes to
war with Russia.

The Coolmbian foree which landed
on the Island of Pines will have to go.

A lone masked man robbed a gambl-
ing room at The Dalles of about §1,000,

Chirago liverymen have decided to
fight the union hearse drivers to a fin-
inh.

The bakers of Paris have gone on a
strike and the sitontion has assumed a
serious aspect.

Genernl Reyes has warned Colombin
that war on Panama menns war on the
United States,

The Yosemite national park cannot
be used s & storage reservoir for San
Francisco water supply.

Governor Taft has left Manila for the
Unitedd States., He woas given an en-
thusiastic farewell on leaving

Rear Admiral Walker believes force
of marines now at Panama is sufficient,
but two more batallions will probably
be sent.

Colombians at Bogota are holding
nightly warlike demonstrations,

Tue contract has been let for the
Alnska building at the 8t. Louis fair.
It is to cost 13,807,

European powers will endorse Amaor-
fea if she refuses to allow Panama mat-
ter to be submitted to The Hague tri-
bunal,

Senator Hanna will retire as chair-
man of the national Republican  com-
mittee and Roosevelt wants Root to
sucoeed him,

Rockefeller has just given Chicago
university §1,5%0,000,

Scenes at Washington resemble those
preceding the Spanish-American war.

The strike of Chicago hearsedrivers
continnes to seriously interfere with

funerals,

Revision of the Dreyfus case and his
restoration to grade in the army seems
assured,

Britain and France have redoubled
offorta to prevent war between Japan
and Russin,

Enough constituents of Demoeratic
senators will demand the passage of the
canal treaty to make it mie.

The . will try to dissuade Co-
lombia going to war. They have
notified her that she must expect no
help.

MartinC ol man, a noted New York

fire , and another fireman per-
ished in flames which cansed a loss of
$250,000.

Reporta from Hayti and Santo Do-

=
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Daring Robbery of Bank at Kiowa,
Indian Territory.

Bouth M'Alister, 1. T., Dec. 30.—A
gang of five bank rol bers looted the
bank in Kiows, a smali town 16 miles
porth of here, at 3 o'cluck this morning
and ped aller I bundred shows
had been exchanged between the rob-
bers and a posse of 50 citizens of Ki-
owa,

The robbers dynamited the safe and
secured §2,800 in cash, some of which
is believed to have been mutilated by
the explosion. The bank builditg was
partially wrecked, the damage to the
building being about $1,500.

An entrance to the bank was gained
by the use of crowbars through & rear
window. While two of the men did
the work of blowing up the safe, three
stayed outside as guards. The first ex-
plosion was a failure, making a loud re-
port bat doing little damage.  The fiti-
rens heard the noise, and arming them-
selves with revolvers and shotguns,
hurried o the bagk; 54 L4104

At the command of a leadér of the
citizens a volley was fired st the rob)
who were visible throngh the $Hutters,
The fre was returped. by the guards

secreted on the outside,

worked, the three men on the outside

ept up a steady fire with the posse of
citizens.
open the safe,  After the lust explosion
the burglars gathered up their tools and
leaving throdgh the front of the bank
got away in the dark.

The posse followed the gang for a dis-
tance but lost the trail, While some

y will be materially ' of the citizens believe one robber was

injured not one of the citizens was
struck. The latter were protected from
the fire of the robbers by stock pend in
the rear of the bank building.

A posse of United States marshals is
in pursuit, with little chance of im-
mediate results, us the men had several
hours' start.

OUTLOOK OMINOUS,

War Party Oalning Strength in Japan—
China Wogld Be Neutral.

Pekin, Dee, 30, —The opinion enter-
tained by the best informed diplomats
in Pekin, that war between Russia and
Japan is probable and almost inevit-
able, remaing unchanged,

Nothing has been received here to
corroberate the special dispatches from
Tokio which said that the Japanese
government was adopting an impera-
tive tone in pressing for speedy reply
to this last note. The report is not
believed.

Official  communications received
here from high sources say that the
Japanese war party is growing in
strength and is bringing all its influ-
ence to bear upon the government.
The Chinese board of war has ordered
the vieeroys to furnish full information
a8 to the numbers of foreign trained
troops  available for active service.
The vieeroys of three of the central
provinces in response have reported
that 90,000 such troops are in readi-
ness.  This unquestionably, is a re-
markable exaggeration, as the great
majority of the foreign trained troops
ex st only on paper.

The dowager empress has issued an
edict at the request of Prince Ching,
appointing  several unknown and
probably inexperienced officinls  as
heads of army departments.  One such
has been appointed director of training,
another has been given command of the
department of instruction, while a
third has been put in charge of the de-
partment which has to do with the sup-
ply of ammunition,

JAPAN WILL SAFEQUARD COREA.

Russla Must Modify Her Answer at Once
to Avert Such Actlon,

Tokio, Dee, 30.—An extraordinary
meeting of the privy council today ap-
proved the issue by the cabinet of an
emergency ordinance authorizing the
guarantee of the principal and interest
of an issue of 10,000,000 yen debent-
uers for the purpose of expediting the
work on  the Seoul-Fusan railway,
which is expected to be finished by the
end of the year. The ordinance also
provides for all possible military ex-
penses for the protection of the rilway
and other interests,

Russia Clvsely Watching China.

New York, Dee. 30.—The Russian
government i= noting with the closest
attention and keenest interest the un-
common encrgy now being shown by
the Chinese in making warlike prepar-
ntions under the guidance of o large
number of Japanese instroctors, cables
the Herald's St. Petersburg correspond-
ent. This has grown so serions as to
come into the first line of Russia’s cir-
culations, broadening out the situation
on new lines. Soch a complication
would bring into place the Franco-Rus-
sian and Anglo-Japanese treaties.

For Three Cent Car Fares.

Cleveland, Dee. 30, —Two ordinances
were introdoced in the eity couneil to-
night pertaining to a 3-cent fare on
street cars in this city. One was to the
effect that the Woodland avenue fran-
chise, expiring September 20, 1904, be
given to the new S-cent fare company,
and a like transfor to ocour when the
Central avenue line franchise expires,
The second ordinance was to the effect
that the mte of fare on street car roates
shall be made 3 cents.

Panama's Stand on Debt.

Washington, Dee. 30.—=The state-
ment of M. Bunaa-Varilla, the Panama
minister, that his government is will-
ing to assume & portion of the Colom-
bian debt, has been received at the
British embassy and transmitted by
cable to the London government for its
conmideration
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While the two men on the inside

It fook thive explosions to]
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OREGON NEWS OF INTEREST

J

YIELDS (00D MONEY.

The Eddy Law Yearly Income Will Run
to §150,000,

Balem—When the Eddy corporation
tax law was passed it was estimated
that it would produce a reveune of
$100,000 & year. The act has been in
force scarcely more than six months
and thmre has been paid into the state
treasury $90 808, F. T. Wrightman,
corporation clerk in the office of the
secretary of state, estimates that the
aantual rexanue will aggregate §125,000
to $150,000, with the latter sum not
improbable. -As & revenue measure, it
is evident that the Eddy law will not
be n di_yg:tm o ]

It has been fré&juerdtly “charged by
promoters of wikleat mining com panies
thut the Eddy law woukl keep out :ﬁ:‘
eign corporations and prevent the orgg-
aimition s ob néw conciins, It s troe
llhal the law has put & very noticeable
ekt perr theorgandzation s por-
| tions with enormous eapital stock, bag

. Cags
porktion® W now a mu%

businesslike basis,

The n:arrtliy‘m of ' the Mmining stock;
promoters served to cafise some dou |
ue tontha snevessegf the dddy |, Jaw,
the facts gleaned from the records ip
the office of the secretary of state prove!
the error of those assertions. The cor-
poration law has not kept away an)
rorpomitl:lll'hi't desired to do & I»giti
mate business in this state.

The records show that since May 21,
when the new law went into effect, 171
corporations organized in other states
have filed their articles in this state
and paid $60 each for the privilege of
80 doing. The total revenne from that
source in less than seven months was
$8,560.

These 171 foreign corporations also
paid the proportion of the annual
license fee due for the unexpired frac-
tion of the year, which fee varied ac-
cording to the capital stock. The rev.
enue from this source was $17,350.70,
making a total of $26,909.79 which for-
¢ign corporations have contributed to
the support of this state in & period of
less than seven months,

During this same time 228 new con-
cerns have been organized in this state,
paying organization fees which varied
according to the amount of the captial
stock, and aggregating $9,802.97,

These 236 new companies, in a8 per-
iod of less than seven months, means
an average of more than 32 per month,
which does not seem to indicate that
the Eddy law has prevented the organ-
ization of corporations or forced them
to go to other states to secure corporate
authority. The total fees collected by
the secretary of state from both foreign
and domestic corporations are $36,502. -
76,

Coming Events.
Northwest fruitgrowers' association,
Portland, Janvary 11-13.
Natioual livestock convention, Port-
land, Jannary 12-15.

Natlonal woolgrowers’ association,
Portland, January [2-15.

Poultry show, Albany, Jannary
12-15.

Angora goat show, Dallas, January
14-15. -

Whitman-Oregon  debate, Eugene,
January 15,

Oregon Christian Endeavor conven.
tion, Pendleton, February 19-22,

Athena Farmers Hold Grain,
Athena—It is estimated by the wheat
buyers of this place that there are about
75,000 bushels of wheat in this district
that have not been sold. John Bell

Sons have just disposed of 28,000 Lush-
els at about 62 cents per bushel., Mr,
Bell raised about 30,000 bushels this

year, this being among the
yields for one ranch. It has |
learned from some of the bankers of 11
district that the depoists in the instita-
tions this season are not a= large as had
been expected, becnuse the farmers are
not selling their wheat,

Feeding a Thousand Mogs.

Athena—Tlog raising is now an ex-
tensive industry of the farmers of this
district. It is estimated that fully
1,000 hogs are being fed in this in-
mediate vicinity at present Jahn
Bell,. who is an extensive hog ruiser,
mys: “‘We are feading 200 hogs this
winter. Nearly every farmer of the
district has incrensed his
season anid they are taking a deep i
tevest in the industry. We find
ready market for our hogs.

sliwg

Plenty of Feed in the Grand Ronde.

La Grande—Prospects for hay feed
this winter were never better. ['p 1o}
this time the stolbk 1n the Grand Ronde |
valley have had to have very little fessd. |
ing, although there is plenty of forage. |
The mnge along the foothills is very|
good and shoald there be little snowlall
the cattlemen will pull through the
winter in fine shape. Cattle and sheep
are commanding fair prices,

Cotton Is Agricultursl Regent
| Salem—Governor Chamberla 1
Appointed W. W_ Cotton, of Portland,
to suecesd Beuton Killin, whose tern
has expired, as & member of the

T

ol regents of the Uregon agricultoral
college. Johmn D). Mwell, of Jackson
county, and J. M. Charch. of Union
j county, were reappointed to wnoceed

themselves on the same hoarl
Douglas Mas Clean Bill of Mealth.

Roseburg—The local health .rY:w-r‘l
Dr. E. Da Gas, reports that not a
single case of quarantine for contagious |
diseases now exists in Douglas county
This is the first time in seversl '
that he has been able to report an abso-
lutely clean bill of health, although no
epidemic has existed st any time.

WALLUWA COUNTY STOCK.

Stands Third In the List of Heavy
sheep Producers.
Enterprise—The county assessor has
just completed his statement of the
pumber of sheep and cattle in Wallowa
He shows the num-

connty for 1903, :
Thuos wials

ber of sheep to be 180,000,
lowa stands third on the list among the
counties of eastern Oregon. It is lead
only by Morrow and l'lnutll_lu, The
sheep in each of those counties num-

bered about 183,000, The average

IIIH'!; of Wallowa county $414,000,
There is little inctense this year over,
the number mised in 1902,

was raised last year. Wallowa gounty
is well down the list in the number of
cattle, outclgssing anly Morrivt-coufty.
The average price df cattle this year -i®
placed by the buyers.at §25 each.” Thig
would make the ttal value of the éat-
tle $423,400. -

The value of the cattle and sheep
combined would be $1,087,400. The
value of the sheep and ¢attle of Uma-
tilla, Baker, Harney, Grint, Union and’
Morrow amounts to $6 187,447, Thus
the value of the cattle and the sheep of
eastern Oregon is $7,224,847,

WILL DIO DFEP FOR WATER,

(rand Ronde Artesian Well Company Or-
ganized and Officers Elected.

La Grande—A meeting was held at
Alicel last week h_\' the Grande Ronde
citizens for the purpose of organizing a
company to test thoroughly the digging
of the artesian well. The meeting was
largely attended. J. M. Church was
ted ehairman of the meeting and J.
D). Smutz secretary.

It was decided to organize a capital
stock of §#4,000, divided into shares of
$10 each, to be known as the Grand
Ronde Valley Artesian Well company.

On adjournment of the general meet-
ing the directors met and elected F. 8.
Bramwell president, 8. I. Brooks vice-
president, Peter MeDonald secretary
and J. M. Church treasurer.

A well will be dug a depth of at least
2,000 feet unless water is struck before
digging this far, and the experiment
will be made on the sand ridge, near
Alicel.

Rushing to the Coal Fields.
Prairie City—There is a big rush
throngh this place to the John Day
coal fields, which have recently been
discovered. Men are coming into the
country to investigate. and much of the
untaken land is being located. The
coal is =aid to be superior to that pro-
duced by the Heppner coal fields, and
there are indications that large depos-
ite will be opened. Croppings have
been discovered in many places. Sev-
eral thousand acres of the supposed
cosl lands  have been secured by pro-

moters, who are trying to get more.,

Rich Ledge in the Santiam,

Albany—What promises to be a very
rich mining ledge has been reported
from the South Santiam country, near
Foster. The discoveries are about two
miles from the Whitcomb postoflice, in
the mountaine, and are 40 miles from
the n Pacific b¥ wagon rowd.
't has been known to a few
1€, but the matter has been
itil & test conld be made
we §21 copper, $2.40 sil-
ver and §1.85 gold.

PORTLAND MARKETS.

Wheat—Walla Walla, 71@72

i blue-
slem, : Valley, T8¢,

Barley—Feed, $20 per ton; brewing,
$20.920.50; rolled, $21.

Flour—Valle D@3 85 per bar-
rel; hard w aights, $39,0684 10
clears, hard wheat pit-
ents, v graham, $3.75:
whole wheat, $5, rye flour, $4.50@
47.5. Oute—No, 1 white, $1,07 ' @

v §1

05 per cental,

mid-

hop, $18;
elover,

I eack :
parsnips, 750

jars-

ley, per d s tomAtoes, ““.‘Il.

per crate Hower, T5¢@41 per doz-
*n;: oeer |"'.FJ:',vk ns, per | ©
poumnd! onions, Yellow Danvers, Soe@ | ©

#1 per sack, growers’ prices,
b nev—8$3@3 50 per case
Potatoes—Oregan, choice and fancy

W« 7he per sack; common, 50@60¢;
rwiet potatoes, sacks, 2¢; boxes, 244
per pound.
Fruite—Apples, Se@s? per box;
pears, $1@1.50 per box,
Butter—Fancy creamery, 27 ¢ @30
per e U@z g story

15@15

Cheese—Fnull

15

Orvegon, 128 15¢
P b [ rrvemms] |

Veal — Dread TENi¢ per pound

small, S@s el

months | large, St per pound.

Mutton — Dressed. S@fec;
dressed. 6 '%c per pound.
I‘ork—f’n-d,_&cn N¢ per pound.

lambs,

price of sheep this fall is placed at| : ot of
$2.30, This makes the value of the|fcials, the trains were originally to

The namber of ‘eattle ‘is placed'at | Fox as the mebting plape. The east-
16,936, which is'nhout the sime as'|

TO

Head-On Train Coliision in Michigan
Costs 18 Lives.

i wapdis, Mich., Dee. 20—
E l-'!.r:":-.:. are {lvud and 31 injured, sev-
eral of them futally, as 'I_ln- result of the
collision early this evening of two pas-
senger trains on the Pere Marguette
railroad, one-half mile west u_l }:aut
Paris, about six miles east of this city.
The collision, which was head on, WwWis
acconling to a statemen
by the offi ials of the road at the p.ﬂ—
eral offices in Detroit, by the high wind
blowing out the red signal lamp atBle-
I\-r-i'p,' where the west-bound train,
No.5, should bave stopped and re-
ceived orders to pass the east-bound
train at Fox. The officials deny the re-
port that & mi-umll-mmn-ling of orders
on the part of one of “III‘ engineers Wius
responsible for the collision.

According to the statement of the

caused,

have wet and passed at Oakgdale Il‘nrk‘
but to help the epst-bound train tllw
dispatcher issued new orders, fixing

bauhd trdin received- this order, and
e west-borind train should have  re-
ooived the same order at- MeUokd's,
Instead it rushed by this station, and
the operator there,after reporting |.Il.u~i
fact, found on going out om his phitfdrm
that his red light, which bad bedn
burning two mingtes Jefore, was ort,
p'ru-e-'umnhl_\' extingtisbed by the high
wind that was blowing. -

The traips met with a terpible crash,
the baggage and smoking cars behind
each locomotive being instantly redopeds
to a pile of kindling wood. The en-
gines were completely wrecked, the
boiler of the engine which had pulled
the east bound train being torn com-
pletely torn from the running gear and
standing perpendicularly in a ditch ot
the side of the track.

JAPAN AFTER WARSHIPS.
Negotiations for Two Chilean Vessels are
Under Way.

London, Dee, 29.—Japan is negotiat-
ing for the purchase of two Chilean
warships, the armored cruiser Esmer-
alda and another, probably the battle-
ship Capitan Prat, which are for sale,
It is now only & matter of price. Ne-
gotiations with other SBouth American
governments for the purchase of war-
ships are also in progress.

Baron Hayashi, the Japanese minis-
ter to Great Britain, said to a repre-
sentative of the Associated Presa today,
relative to these negotintions:

““We want more ships. Of course,
this is only a precautionary measure,
and it may be a lot of expense all for
nothing. I have no indication of the
nature of the Russian reply. Per-
sonally 1 searcely expect it will be de-
livered for some little time.

Japan's
limit,"

t inmlmaul'1 !

There is
no truth whatever in the report that
last note stipulated a time

Asked anent the dispatch from Ber-
lin saying the British government re-

T — ——————

STAYMURDER

Jewish Societies Fear for Peo.
ple in Russia,

——

THEY WILL APPEAL TO ROOSEVELT

Secund Massacre at Kishinef Very prop.
able—Jan. 7 Is the Date Mentioned
Seattle Club to Their Al

Washington, Dec. 30.—w
view of enlisting the immediate and ge-
tive interest of the United Stateg
against the reported contemplated mas-
sacre of Jews in Russin on Januury 7
the Russian New Year, Simon W,
representing the United Jow socipties
tomorrow will lay before the sty i
partment an appeal in behalf of b,
people representing to him thug to b
threatened.

Following his visit to the 3
partment, Mr, Wolf will be m:j:;'l::.;:,?
President . Aftiwhich time 1he
whole subject of tht status of ‘the Jews
in Russin will be discussed, }

Seattle Club Makes ‘Appeat,
o Beattle, Deao 80.~The Harp;
of Seattle, composeil of 314 of iﬁ!,gl.'f:
girominent Jews in this city, lya sent
messages of appeal to Presidont “Ronse.
velt, the members of lh& Waskduyio,

ith the

delegation in e & Hn (illinm R,
Heareh, st dgts" - d and
mm‘ 1 I W wl

are in AWAERFOT Kmasedtre in Kiuhi:elfl:

January.j. The text of the.telegram
to the president which is indorsed b
Gevernor MeBride, of Washington, fol.
lowsa:

“The Harmony club, consisting of
314 Jewish citizens of Beattle, uppeal
to your excellency to intercede in be-
hali of Jews of Kishinef, threatened
with massacre January 7,

“Harmony Club,

“By M. Summerfield, chairman.’

AUAINST REPEAL OF LAND LAW,
Mondell Argues for Amendment of the
Timber and Stone Act,

Washington, Dec. 30.—Representa.
tive Mondell, of Wyoming, chairman of
the irrigation committee, today ap-
peared before the publie lands commit.
tee and presented an argument in favor
of o modification of the timber and
stone act.  He stoutly opposed the out-
right repeal of this law or its radical
maodification, for he khowed it was the
mainstay of the national irrigation act
und afforded the great bulk of money
that is converted into the reclamation
fund, He furthermore  asserted there
has been no such extensive frands per-
petrated under this law as has been
represented by certain department offie-
ials and in the newspapers,

Mr. Mondell believes the timber and
stone act should be amended so as to
permit the government to realize a

was not aware of the precise action

burg, said:

““The British government is well
aware that Japan will be obliged to go
to war unless Russin modifies the po-
sition =heh as taken in her last note.”’
At the foreign office here nothing is
vet known of the probable nature of
the Rusisan reply.

FIRE LAID TO MOB.

Small Blaze to Destroy Jall Causes Loss
of $35,000,

Pineapple, Aln., Dee. 20.—In their
efforts to hide the lynching of Arthur
Stuart, & eclored prisoner, whom thev
secured from the jail here lust night,
a mob is thought to have fired the nil,
which was not only destroysd by fire,

| friends

A0

| invitation

| ter Beanpre to Colon,

but caused the loss of eight stores, two
warehouses and the postoffice, valued
at $35,000. On Wednesday, P. Mel-
tom, & prominent white man, had a
quarrel with some negroes, and one of
them shot him. On Christmas day a
negro said to be his accomplice was ar-
rested and placed in jail, and the
f Melton, it is alleged, swore
vengeance. This morning at 4 o'clock

{a mab broke into the jail, and after
| knocking the negro in the head ponred

kerosene over his body  and set itafire,

| The flames spread to adjoining build-

ings.

Troops Cannet Enter.
Washington, Dee, 20, —Phe following
ralile n reached the navy depart.
ment today from Resr Admiral Cogh- |
lan, at Colon: “‘Atlanta did not nllow
an armed force in Colombian 1 rritory

* Hime for any purpose. Two
landed as nsnal with swords at
of Colombian generals, '’ |
Admiral Coghlan also cabled the -II.._
partment that he would proceed to
Cartagena with his flagship, the lll\'m-|
pia, for the parpose of bringing Minis-

ea on his way :ul
the United States from Bogota, l

Contends Pope Got Wealth, [
aris, Dec. 29.—The Rome
ent of the Figaro mais

corre- |
the

tains

tent that the

: ) s pope
.u.! t 2h Cardinal Gotti
L | ' mgregation of th proyg
n, several ¢ ns of dallar
i u ars
I were beld back at the e nest of
te P I . b i
| Ope L The correspandent |
W €Y has been invested and
| -
lln ottt simply transferred 1..'
© Llus a memorandum of the um--.l.l

; Ex-Oovernor Sharp Dead.
Washington, Dee.

Isaac Sharp, f Kansg

day of an affectio

o I ,“r:w !Illen of the stomach

Pennsylvania, but w

the early fifties,

20 —Ex-Governor
&, died here to.

WAS & native 0{
ent 0 Kansas in

taken by Great Britain and St. Peters-

ported to the cear that Great Britain | higher price for its public timber land

“deemed Japan's demands just, and . }
earnestly expected that Russin would | Where this land is worth more than

grant them,' Baron Hayashi, while he

in Oregon, Washingon and California,

| #2.50 an acre, but he stoutly objects to
having the price raised on timber lands
in the inter-mountain states,

Chairn an Lacey, of the publie lands
committee, also addressed the commis-
sion. He is opposed to the repeal of
the timber agd stone act but is willing
to see the law amended so the govern-
ment will derive a reasonable price for
its timber lands, He thinks a fixed
price per acre cannot be agreed upon,
owing to the varying value of timber
lands in different parts of the West,

TO AID AMERICAN SHIPS.

Strong Effort Will Be Made for Bill Con-
cerning Philippine Trade.

~ Washington, Dee. 30.—1Unless thers
18 some  unforseen  opposition, it is
more than probable that the present
:_-.-:u-inn of congress will enact some ligee
islation for the protection of American
vessels trading with the Philippines,
It was said today by an officer of the
Newport News shipbuilding company
that Senators Frye, Lodge, Hanna and
other powerful leaders intend to push
the bill recently introduced by the
Maine senator providing for such pro-
| tection.  The bill is radieal in its pro-
[ vigions, and inflicts as a penalty to for-
feitire of any cargo brought to the
United States from the archipelago ex-
cept in American vessels. The tall, if
:uu-.m-‘l. i# 1o go into effect on July 1,
904,

Gorge In the Alleghany.
Pittsburg, Dee, 30,—The recent cold
suap has made dangerous the ice in the
| :\Hl'zhuu}' river. At Rosston the gorge
[ 1% an immense affair, being packed to
the bottam and extending 15 miles up
stream. It was formed during a thaw
and the fee, breaking into small pieces,
has ]_u:u-kl-l all the way to the bottom,
offering resistance that can scarcely be
overcome. The water is now backing
up and spreading over the lowlands,
The gorge at Springdale still holds and
but little ice is floating in either the
Alleghany or Monongahela rivers,

Purchase of Tacoma Site Urged.
~ Washington, Dec. W —Represenia-
tive Cushman today appeared before the
general #aff of the army and orged 8
favorable report on the project to por-

- chase the American lake camp site,

near Tacoma.  He was assured his re
auest would have early consideration.
Cushman also urged the interior departe
ment to reconsider its ruling that there
18 no authority of law for erecting new
buildings at the Payallup Indian school.
This will be taken under advisement.

Japan Trying to Buy Warships.
London, Dec.- 30, —Japan is negoti-
ating for the purchase of the Argentine
warships Moreno and Rivadavia, now
building at Genoa, Italy, but the Jap-
anese legation has not heard of the com-
pletion of their purchass,
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