-

Srma ' m I
‘w

e —— e ——

0000000000000 0000000RRRNRS

A Hacendado’s
Revenge

A Story of the Mexi-
can Civil War

By JOHN Y. LARNED

Manvel Rodrigues, a hacendado of
the provinee of Nuevo de Leon, Mex-
leo, one morning kissed his wife and
children, mounted his horse and was
about to ride away when his wife sald
to him:

*1 am afrnid to have you go. The
rebels are ndvancing from the north,
aud | fear you may encounter some of
them."

Signor Reodriguez snt In his saddle,
thinking nof of the danger to himself,
but ta hla wife and children, There
were lawless persons in the rebel nemy,
rome who had been brignnds, nnd, as
for looting conquered territory. thelr
olticers often permitted it. e did not
wish to leave his famlly under such
circumstances, but it wus pecessary
that he should go.

“Never fear for me. [ am well arm-
ed nnd can fight. Goodby, sweetheart.
I'll surely be with you again before
nightfall*

Hea bent down and kissed her again,
then, urging his % oo forward, rode
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PALEMO STAGOERED, BUT KEPT ON.

away, turnlng, after having gone a
short distance, to see hils wife looking
at him with a wistfulness that hauut-
ed him during the whole of his ab
Benoa,

Stopplng now and agaln to make in-
quines, ha learned that a body of reb-
els under General Villa were marching
toward Victoria. They were to the
eastward of him and If they kept to |
the milroad, which they probably
would, they would pass within a few
milos of his haclenda. He hurrled on
that he might perform his journey
and peturn as soon ns possible,

Rodriguez, belng sadly in need of
ecash, was golng to collect a debt
Renohing his destination he found his
debtor In possession of funds. He se-
cured his money, and without walting
even .to refresh himself started home-
wanrd,

About the middlie of the afternoon,
on coming to the crest of a hill where
he eould look down on his haclenda
severnl mlles nway, he was horror
stricken to see a cloud of smoke arls-
ing from among the high palm trees
that Inclosed his honse, With a cry
he spurred his horse down the decliv-
ity and had covered half the distance
when he met a family of Indlan peons
coming from the opposite direction
Relolng I his horse, he asked them
for news of his family,

“They have all been murdered, se-
DOEM mald the man. “The bandit Pa-
ome, with some of his men, looted
JOUR house and burned it down with

n.l‘

- momenta Rodriguea sat
Nﬂl:lﬂl: then he Aashed forward
l‘l'l";ﬂ :‘lp‘ldlj‘ than before.

earing another group of perso

reined In again to ask If l‘llemo““':
bis men were still at the haclenda and
was told that they had gone, taking a
road leading In the direction of Vie
torln, Rodriguez, reallxlng that if he
wished his revenge he must strike be
fore the bandits refolned the army, in-
stend of golng to the rulns of his
home, struck Into a path that would
put him on the road the outlaws had
taken. e was turning foto It when
he met a friend, Jose Penales, whao,
having heard of the handits’ depreds.
tiona, had hastily collected half a dos.
en of his neighbors and was golng to
the protection of the Rodriguez haclen-
da. They were all mounted and arm-
ed, and on belng told of the news
given hy the peons jolned the be
reaved man, and the party. elght men
In all, daahed on for vengennce

fMad the bandits ridden on without
stopping for more plunder they wonld
doubtiess have jolned Villa's army be-
fore belng overtaken. Hut Rudrigues

and his men passed house after house
where the owners were bemoaning the
loss of thelr valuables, agd ln sowe In-
stances, where there had been resist-
ance, there were smoking ruins, Now
and again they stopped for a few mo-
ments to make inguiries.

What robbery might bave falled to
effect pulque achleved. OUn nearing a
hamlet the pursuers asked a man on
the road the whereabouts of the ban-
dits and were told that they were
drinking the national bevernge in a
saloon net balf a mile beyond, one of
seven houses that made up the town
Penalez, who was naturally eooler than
Rodrigues, asked how many bandits
there were and was told that there
were slx. Rodriguez gave this In-
formation to his friend, to whom he
looked for leadership.

Up to this moment Rodriguez had
been so fllled with fury that he had
consldered nothing but an attack on
the destroyers of his house without
taking Into account their numbers or
surroundings. A complete chunge now
enme over hlm. Turning a bend in the
roud, he saw ahead the pulque house
which he had been told contalned his
enemies, A desire selzed bim to make
the house a fire for roasting them allve.
To do this he must corral them, and to
corral them needed coolness to meet
thelr efforts to escape He reined In
his horse and gave bis orders.

The polnt of attack was about an
elghth of a mlle from any of the other
houses In the hamlet. Rodriguez di
rected Penalez to take balf the men,
brenk to the right through covering
trees and, approaching the saloon, de-
ploy and surround It on the west,
while Rodriguez with the remaining
force executed the same maneuver on
the east. The house was on the road
it the lowest point between two gently
sloping declivities, with scattered trees
200 or 800 yards from Its front and
rear,

When the two wings of Rodriguez's
little army got Into thelr respective po-
sitions, each forming n semicirele about
the pulgue house, the bandits were still
drinking within. The first knowledge
they had of thelr danger was the col-
lapse of one of their number, who was
standing near a window ralsing a cup
of pulque to his mouth, His fall was
accompanled almost simultaneously by
the crack of a rifle. Every man started
to his feet.

The shot had been fired by Rodriguez,
und during the ensuing fight whenever
a4 bandit exposed himself to one of the
attacking party the latter would call
Rodriguez’s attentlon to the fact and
Rodriguez would pilck him off. But
Palemo, telling his men to keep from
exposing themselves, through a crack
reconnoitered the fleld and, though he
could see no one, surmised that he was
surrounded. But of the strength of
those attacking him he was lgnorant,
for Rodriguez and hls men were con-
cenled behind trees or In bushes.

Rodrigues sent a man to one of the
houses of the hamlet for kerosene nnd
ns much cotton bedeclothing and other
similar fabrics ns he could collect.
While bis enemles were waiting for
this man's return Palemo ordered his
men to shoot In diferent directions,
hoping to draw a fire which would en-
able him to locate the positlons of his
enemies and to form some estimate of
thelr numbers, But Rodriguez gave
orders that not a shot was to be re-
turned. Then Palemo sent four men
out by several different egresses, but
they had scarcely exposed themselves
when one fell dend and two were
wounded. The fourth man succeeded
In regalnlng cover.

The messenger who had been sert for
Inflammables returning, Rodriguez dl-
vided the stock between his own and
Penalez's division of his force, Gath-
ering oranges, which abounded, the
men tled a bundle of cotton fabric sat-
urated with kerosene to the frult, in-
serted the end of a stick Into the or
ange and, lighting the kerosene, swung
the stick In a circle till the orange flew
off and carrled the burning mass
agninst the thatehed roof of the pulque
house. It was not long before sufll-
clent contact bad been effected between
the fames and the roof to set it afire,

The besleged now saw that they

must either be burned alive or sally
forth to meet an unknown force, There
was no way of reaching the roof from
within to put out the fire, and to at-
tempt to do so from without would
expose them to death from bullets.
Palemo told his men that they would
better die from lead than fames. But
they were not of the kind to meet
death heroleally and preferred to walt
for the fames rather than face the
bullet&a The bandit leader stepped
forth alone and wnalked slowly for
ward. Rodriguez saw him and, direct-
ing the others not to fire, sent a bullet
crashing Into his shoulder. Palemo
staggered, but kept on. Rodrigues sent
another bullet Into the other shoulder.
Still the bandit advanced. Then Rodri
gues plerced his enemy's braln, and
he fell dead.
From that moment the hacendado
seemed to lose desire for further re-
venge. Consenting that Penalez should
spare the others If he chose, he mount-
ed his horse and rode to the ruins of
his haclenda.

Drawing reln among those who stood
about the smoking rulns of his home,
on;of his friends approached him and
=aid:

“Abh, Rodrigues, 1 am sorry for your
lons! But you came near having a
much greater one. Your wife and
children are at iy house. They fled
on the approach™—

“My wife and children! Allve?"

“Yea. Come and satisfy them that
you are safe  You have been gone so
long that they fear yon have fallen at
the hands of the rebels.™

With muttered thanks to heaven,
Rodrignes dashed away, and In a fow

minutes he and his family were lock-
ed in one embrace,
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INEXPENSIVE FOR UPKEEP.

The Drag ls Recommended For Roads

That Have Been Partially Improved,

hat Have Been Crowned or Drained,
but Have No Hard Surface.

|

According to the United States de- ‘
partment of agriculture the road drag. |
properly used, glves the needed crown
to the road, smoothes out ruts amd
other irregularities, spreads out pud-
dles of water and thereby nccelerates
the drying of the road and makes the
surface more or less lmpervious to
water by smearing over the so called
pores In the earthy materinl. The
cost depends, of course, upon local con-
ditlons and the thoroughness with |
which the work s done, It is safe to
say, however, that it Is less expensive
than any other efficlent system of up-
keep.

In its slmplest form the road drag
conslsts of an ordinary log split in half |

USING A ROAD DHAG.

and the two halves connected like the |
uprights of a ladder by meaps of cross
sticks or rungs. ‘The log should be
about seven or elght Inches In dlame
ter and from six to eight feet in
length.

It I8 better to have it of well sea-
soned, hard, tough wood. The two
semieylindrienl halves of the log form |
the runners of the drag and are usual-
ly spaced from thirty to thirty-six
inches apart. The front runner ls al-
ways placed with the split surface of
the wood facing forward, but the rear |
runner sometimes has Its rounded Mce
In front. This s done In order to In- |
crease the smearing action of the drag |
as It passes over the surface of lhe‘

|
|

road.

The two runners are not placed di-
rectly behind each other, but are “off-
set,” as 1t Is called, from about twelve |
to sixteen inches. This
cause the dreag Is drawn over the road
at an angle sufficlent to make the |
runners free themselves of the sur- |
fuce which they scrape. The amount |
of this angle or skew depends, of |
course, upon the condition of the rond.
By offsetting the runners it Is possible
to make their ends follow approxi- |
mntely the same line on the road, |
which they would not do if they were |
set directly behlnd each other and the |
drag drawn at an angle with the road. |

In order to provide standing room for |
the man It is usual to pall two boards |
down upon the rungs parallel to the |
runners. Standing upon these, a skill-
ful driver will bear his weight in such |
n way as to materially akl in the sue-
cessful operation of the drag.

The drag Is drawn by a chaln which
should be about eight feet long. This |
enn be fastensd by eye bolts to each |
end of the front runner, or one end of |
the chain can be passed through thc|
hole at the discharge end of the front i
runner and the other end looped over
the rung at the cutting end of the |
runner. It Is important that the hiteh- |
Ing link should be so desioned that
Its position can be changed readily.
It Is nlso desirnble to provide a metal
cutting edge for the front runner. This
ean be mnde from a strip of lron or |
steel., amd old wagon tires have fre
quently proved satisfactory

The cost of such a drag varies from
£2 to perhaps £10 or £12 This prac
tieally insignificant outlay will secure
an Implement that will be of great
service to the community for at least |
three or four years. The fact eannot
be overlooked, however, that sklll In
the use of the drag Is Indispensable.

The angle that the runners make
with the center line of the road—the
pkew angle It might be called—Ils an
important factor. For example, If the
dragging is done to increase the crown
of the road the drag should be suff
clently skewed to discharge all mate-
rial as rapidly as It is collected on the
runners. On the other hahd, the con
ditions may be such that it fs desira-
ble to carry along this material In or-
der to deposit it where there are de-
presslons in the road’s surface

As to the time for dragging, a safe
rule to follow Is to drag the road when |
the mmterinl composing the surface |

Is done h@-l
|

contains sufficlent malsture to com-
pact readily, but = not sufficlently wet

| tor trafic to prosuse mud.

| any more sense he would have glven it

! particularize,

| Carlisle.

! Carllsle. 1

| nmame usually differing.
| of them, asking if he had lost a rela-

| people.

| Wentherby

| Cyrus Blake Weatherby.” |
and found that he left all his property |

An Instrument
of Providence |

By WILLARD BLAKEMAN

I was wulking on the beach, watch-
ing the waves come rolling in before
a gule and throwing up driftwood,
when a bottle was tossed at my feet.
I extructed a paper from it on which
was written:

We are golng to plecea. Whoever geta
this go to Narman I. Carliele and tell him
he will find my will in my desk In secret
drawer.

This was all-no date, no signature,
no address as to where Norman D.
Carlsle would be found.

That night | went to bed thinking
about the message Suppose It was
genulne. Bowebody was enjoying prop-
erty that belonged to another, But it
seemed to me that If It were genulne
the writer would have given at least
the eity In which the person for whom
It was intended lived. If the perpe-
trator was dulng the thing for sport or
to pass the tlme or because he hadn't
what

And yet perhaps that's just

CAPITOL PUNISHMENT.

he wouldn't do. He might not llke to

I was impelled to find Norman D,
I didu't wish to engage In
looking for a needle in n haystack, but
I couldn’t resist= the feeling that i
was my bounden duty to do so. There
were then some 50,000,000 people In
the United States nlone. The name
was  Anglo-8axon, and the person
might be somewhere in the great Brit-
ish countries. Nevertheless when |

| found that 1 couldn't let the matter
Inlmw I went into It methodleally, 1

put a personnl advertlsement in one
newsphper In every city in the United
States whose inhabitants numbered
500,000 or over for the sald Norman D.
received several replles
signed Norman D, Carlisle, the mlddle
I wrote each

tive nt sen, but they afl answered In
the negative—that Is, so far as they
knew,

After slx months 1 put in another
advertisement for Mr. Carlisle and re
eelved a reply from a Norman D, Car-
lisle living In n town of ahout 50000
He had seen the ad. while in
the eity where It had been inserted. 1
asked him If he had lost n relntive at

On the other hand, a |

man who is about te be domped into |
| & roaring ocean might leave something |
| out that he should have put in.

8“!‘ I '“(1
uery and)
Reply (228

Department
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What star in the heave~s is called
the wandering star? -

That desiznation I8 sometimes ap-
pliesdd to Arcturns, o bright red star
of the tirst magnitnde o the constel-
lation Bostes (prowonnced in threee syl
Inhles Bo-oh feesi, the herdsian,  Dur-
Ingz May and June this consiellation Is
et the zenith and Arcturns is a0 1
the south of directly overhead., It is
Known as the wandering star because

for some reason tuknown to nstron

sen, and he replied “No.” 1 dropped
the matter so far ns he was concern-

ed, tmt Inter he wrote me that he was |
| a lawyer and had had a ellent who

hnd sailed from Rio de Japelro in a
vessel that was catalogued among
missing ships,

After some correspondence he sent
me n cheek for expenses, and [ went
to gee him. e made an engagement
for me to meet a lady In his office,
and 1 was Introdueed to Miss Edith
Parks, twenty-one years old and come-
ly. She appenred to be a lady, but
was shabbily dressed. 1 was informed
that her nncle had been lost on the
misging vessel from Rio 1 bronght
out the paper 1 had found, which I
had carefully kept. and as soon as
she saw it she snkl she belleved that
it had been written by her uncle. Some
of his letters were produced, and all
doubt was removed The message,
though seranwled hastily In a trembling
hand, wnas found to correspond with
the uncle's writing.

1 was then told that Miss Parks had
heen broucht up by this uncle, who
was wealthy, he being unmarried and
withont children. After he had been
declared legally dead the conrts had
got about administering his estate and
had alrendy found forty persons who
were helrs at law, :

Since Mr. Weatherby. the man who
had been shipwrecked, had given Miss
Parks to understand that she wns to be
his heir 1t was likely that the will men-
tione] In the message gave his proper-
ty to her. But the desk—where was
1t? Mr. Wentherby's furniture had
been sold a year before. Who had
bought the desk? No one could tell

Since 1 had gone so far in the matter
I did not propose to be beaten now,
Advertising having availed. 1 adver-
tised for the person who had bought
a desk at a sale of the effects of Cyras
In due time 1 received a

| reply from the purchaser. 1 wrote liim

that a nlece of 1he decensed wizheld to
redeem it and asked him to fix a price.
He said he would sell it for $100. Miss
Parks had no money to pay for it, so
1 mailed the man a check for the
amount. The desk was sent to me,
and, taking it into a cellar, 1 chopped
it into kiudiing wood. Among the rub
bish lay the papers in a secret draw-

| g, and, taking this up, I found one

marked “Last Will and Testament of
read It

to his beloved niece Edith Parks,

That same evening 1 called on Miss
Parks with the will that changed her
condition from poverty to wealth, She
snt llke a statue staring at the paper
as though she were looking through it
rather than at it [ asked her what
she was thinking about. but she did
not hear me. [ repeated the question,
and, apparently awaskening from a
dream, she sakd:

“It doesn’t seem possible that uncle. |

about to die on a boundiess ocean, too
wronght upon to give my address,
could have reached me among the mil

llons of people of the earth.”
1 did not tell her so. but she soon

eame to recognize me as the instro- |

ment chosen hy PProvidence to find her
After awhile she rewarded me by
b;mu me herseif.

| Ible to the naked eye or from year to |

omers, It s slowly dreifting and ehnng
lug s pos=ition with respect to other
stiurs, s change of position is not vis-

venr, but it has been noted by astron
omers from the beginning of the Chris
than ern. Arcturus s the brightest star
in the porthern hemisphere,

Who was author of the phrase, “Hold
the fort for | am coming ™

Genernl Sherman, During the elvii
war, in ING, when Genernl Corse wis
holding « position at Allatoona, Gu.,
aEninst greatly superior nnmbers, Sher
muin 2lgnaled him. “Hold the fort. for |
am coming.” and Sherman’a forces gt
there.  The phrase beenme popular
and Iran D. Sankey of Moody and San
key made It the text of an Inspiring
hywmn.

What are good rules for avoiding ac-
cidents in boating or for action in case
of accident?

Don’t go ont In a pleasure boat with-
out being assured that there are cush-
fons or other movable articlds aboard
suflivient to float every person In case
of an upset. A eanoe is far more dan
gerous than a sk All persons should
be seated before leaving shore, and
no one shonld attempt to exchange
sents In midstream or to put a foot
on the edge or gunwale of the bont to
exchange seuts,  Where the witers be
come rough from a sudden squall or
passing stenmers, never rise In the
bout, but =ettle down as close to the
bottom as possible and keep cool until
the rovking danger is pnssid. [If over-
turned 0 woman's skirts, If held out by
her extended arms, while she nses her
feet ns If climbing stairs, will often
bold her up while n boat may pull out
from the shore nndd save her. A non
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gwlmmer, by drawing hls arms up to
his side and pushing down with widely
extended hnnds, while stair elimbing
or treading water with his feet, may
hold himself above water several min-
utes, often when a single minute means
a life, or, throwing out the arms dog
fashion, forward, over hand and pull-
Ing In, as If reaching for something.

That may bring him in reach of help. -,

If one in indorsing a check or note
should write “without recourse,” does
this exempt him from payment if the
note or check is not good?

These words added to the indorse
ment of a note protect the Indorser
from lability to the Indorsee nnd sub-
sequent holders.

Please tell something about the nat-
ural wealth of Mexico.

In natural wealth Mexico Is one of
the most favored of anll the lands of
the earth. Its resources are little short
of marvelous. In gold, sllver and the
various preclous stones Its possibill-
ties ure tremendous. It 18 rich in pe-
troleum. Its forests are lmmensely
rich, Its agricultural possibilities nrel
scarcely to be estimated, so great they|
are. In all the elements of natural
wenlth the country leads all others
As regards climate, Mexico In its high-
er reglons is a paradise, and after
what has been achieved at Panama It
Is safe to say that even the const re-
glons may be made perfectly whoie
some and safe,

Will you please state what makes a
port city, and how many port cities has
the United States?

Your questions nre a little vague, A
port city, according to law, Is a place,
whether on the coast or Inland, desig-
nated as a polnt at which persons or

merchandise may enter or pass out of
o country under the supervision of the
customs and other proper aunthorities.
Strictly spenking, the port cities In
the United States are those possessing
harbors of sullicient depth to permit
forelgn and constwise vessels to enter
and earry on a commerce with nnoth-
er port or nation, such ns Boston, New
York, Philadelphin, Washlngton, Bal-
timore. Churleston. New Orleans, Port-
land, S8an Franclsco, Los Angeles, Se-
attle and Portland.
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The Leader leads, but never
follows,




