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THE CLOWN'S
CODE

How It Was Overcome by
a Woman
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It was dusk when the old clown
eanme in from his walk and slowly
mounted the long stalrs, which creak-
ed mournfully with his welght. The
fire in the wood stove had almost gone
ont. He put on another stick, turned
on the draft and sat for some moments
in  sllence, rubbing his attenucted
hands,

Alded by long
mukeup, thme had
work npon his face. The resnlt was a
network of tovolved lnes—tines that
crossed and recovosstcd nnd ran into one
another, presenting a sort of ecorious
facinl puzzle. At a short distunee these
Nues seemed to resolve themselves into
a pleture, In which, llke a composite
photograph, il the scenes of the man's
lfe had left their traces,

He went over to a battered leather
trupk In the corner, opened it, took out
a huge serup book and began reading
from ita yellow pages. It contalned
the history of his many triumphs. It
told in ellppings—varying from a sin-
gle sentence to pages with his plcture
in the center—the story of his stage
eareer. These were some of the head-
Hnes:

“Flaubert Ontdoes Himselfr,"

“Flaubert, the Prince of Clowns.”

“Flaubert Funnler Than Ever,”

“The Inlmitable Flaubert.”

“Little Jimmie at His Best.,”

How many times hod Flaubert read
all this! Now, In the long obscurity of
age that had come upon him, it was
his only consolition. Onece more he
Hved In the arena or on the lmmense
stage of some hippodrome and per-
formed his delightful antics, while
blue eyed ehildren clapped thelr hands
In glee and childlike grownups forgot
thelr dignity nnd renewed thelr youth,

The old man, absorbed in his occu-
pation, read on and on, at times stop-
ping to brush his check or blow his
nose with a tattered silk handkerchlef.

Suddenly his ears were greeted by an
unfamitar sound. Ie ralsed his head

years of constant
done its deadly

DO YOU BTILL LOVE ME?

To one who lives In solitude an unusual
trifle Is alwanys an object of curlosity.
He lstened lntently,

A enb had driven up and stopped In
front of the house. There was a pause,
A bell had been rung., Steps were com-
ing up the stulrs—alow—as slow as his
own. There was n knock—once, twice—

lle opened the door. A woman stood
without. 8he, too, was old, but her
eyes gleamed still like dlamonds In the
frosty nir of the ball,

“Little Jimmy ™

“Good heavens! You, Josephine!™

Like two old French generals who
meet long after thelr wars, they em-
braced each other impulsively. Joseph-
ine Twenllon, the prima donnn, whose
nameé, now obsolete In the annals of the
stage. had once been n household word,
and Little Jimmy Flaubert, whom a
whole generntion could not think of
without a smlle, once more stood face
to face In the last quarter of life—
when the sun sinks low In the heavens
and the shudow of a long, uncertaln
night slowly gnthers

M. Fluubert hnnded his guest the
only wooden rocker in the room She
sank Into It, loosened bher furs from
bher neck and toasted her feet on the
stove rim,

“Ah, my dear, what a search | have
~hnd for you! 1 went to Halbert, the
son of your old manager. e did not
know your address  [le sent me to an
agency. They had a recond of the
place you had lived In a year ago
From there | eame here. Lot me see.
1t must be twenty years since 1 have
meen you"

# time, like two voluhle children,
disputed about dates. Then bhe
pald gentlr:

“But tell me of yourself, Josephine.”

“Do you remember the night the em-
peror, carried away by his enthusiasm,
invited me to his palace? And now It
is all gone. A younger generation has
come up, and those | lived with have
all passed away. But you, Little .lm-
my—you were foollsh. Why did you
not save your moeney? 1 lost mueh of
mine. Still T have enough to live
upon.”

The clown smiled gayly.

“lI am quite comfortable. It does
not matter.”

“Tut! You ecan't decelve an old

friend. | suspected something. ["—

He betrayed an alr of alarn,

“You did not cowe,” he sald, “for
that, I hope—to—to"—

“Nonsense! | see you are the same
as ever, as proud and valn as a pea-
cock!" Bhe rose suddenly. *“Come,
Little Jimmy; let us go out to dinner!™

He rose with her. There was anx-
fety In his volce

“Oh, no, thank you,” he sald. “Real-
Iy, Josephine, | eannot. 1 have anoth-
er engagement this evening.”

“Nonsense!” she repeated. *“Come,
Jimmy! You must!”

“l cannot. 1"—

Bhe put her hand up to his cheek
and turned his face toward hers.

“S8ee here, Little Jimmy,"” she sald
“Do you still love me?"

“1 have always loved youl"”

“Of course; you cannot help it. That |
I8 why I came. We are two old peo l
ple left alone In the world. Our tri-
umphs are past. Our work is dove. |
Our friends are dead. Why should we
sit apart and mope? Come now! DBe
a good boy!"

“l eannot. ["—

Then, with a change as swift as light-
ning, the artist In her—all the com- |
bined Impulgiveness nnd dramatle force
of her nature—came over her.

“How dare you say that?* she sald.
“Who are you, pray, to refuse an In
vitation to dinner? Have | not often
dined with you? Well, now you are
to dine with me. You understand
Come. Where Is your coat?"

She sprang to the tnmbledown ward-
robe, pulled out an old ulster and
pressed it over him. Then, with an
Imperfous gesture, she waved him out
of the room into the hall, holding his
faded sllk hat in her hand.

He obeyed her without a word. Only
In the eab he sald:

“Dear me, Josephine, the years have
oot changed you, have they? 1 ought
not to be doing this! Why, my dear, |
I have never dined as the guest of a
woman In my life. It has always been
n part of my code not to do =o."

“Nonsense! You are too old now to
have any code. Young sports like ns |
no longer need a code. It 1s high time
that some one took you In hand, Re
slides, I am not doing It for yon. Don't
you know that I have always been
selfish? Yon are n good companion
There 1s none better, 1 am sure. And
nm I not all alone and lonesome? It
Is I, therefore, that you must blame.
I need you!™

The lights In the restaurant, the
Inughter, the sudden return to a long
vanished existence, acted upon Flau-
bert lke a tonie, FHis face grew ten
years younger. They sat In a far cor
ner, remote from the musle. No one
knew them—two artists who once had
ruled thelr world.

Her old habit eame back upon her
swiftly. 8he ordered the dinner with-
out looking at the eard—a thin soup,
a gmall duck, a salad, a bottle of wine
from the sunny vineyards of the Ithone

It was wonderful, under the spell of
thelr surroundings. to see them both
relax.  Story after story came from
him. His observations of lfe, llke
old wine, had a flavor all their own.

At last she lifted the glass, half
empty, to her lips.

“Come,” she sald; “let us drink to
ourselves!"

“1 drink, mademolselle, to your wit,
to your beauty. to your genlus, for
these are to me as fresh ns ever”

“And 1 drink to the artist Flaubert,
than whom there 18 none greater; also
1 drink to"— 8he looked at him stead-
ily, fixedly, with that wonderful lght
In her eyes which yet remained un-
dimmed at nearly threescore and ten.
“Little Jimmy,” she sald, “1 drink to
us two. Let us pnever part agaln on
earth!™

Tle lowered his glass,

“You know, my dear,” he sald, I
am quite poor.”

“1 have enough for both.”

He lnughed.

“Really, mademolselle, 1 could hard--
Iy pay the clergyman.”

“Dear me! 1 know one who will be
plensed to do the slight service for
nothing.”

“Yon are In earnest?™

“Surely. And yon eonsent?

8he put forth her hand

“Josephine, | have always loved yon
But"—

“Your hand.*™

He gave It under the spell of her
eyes. They arose from the table. They
threaded thelr way out of the restan
rant. The attendant helped him on
with his shabby uister. The door was
opened for them. They stood for an
Instant alone In the vestibule

He bent over her,

“Josephine,” he sall, “promise me
one thing. 1 know | am wenk |
fuess I'm growing old. Rut promise
me that you'll never hold It up agninst
mel™

“Don’t yon see that If 1 should it is
you who eould hold It np agninst me.
for am | not the temptress? Tut. tut
my dear, It In just as It shonld be
It was my fanlt In the beginning. It
was | who delayed matters.™

Then he stooped and kissed her,

s he put her Into the earringe with
the ense and grace of the Flanbert

“Home," be sald proudly. .
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COUNTRY'S A

Help Materially to Reducs the
High Cost of Living,

SALVATION FOR THE POOR.

—

Construction of Serviceable Highways
Is One of the Most Important Fac-
tors Which This Country Must Con-
sider In the Next Few Years.

The bullding of good ronds I8 the
one biggest and most lmportant factor
which this country must consider in
the next few years. The lmproved
highway is the one menns of salvation |
for the poor man, for in these days of
high cost of living we must look to the
cheaper transportation of foodstufls as
our way out. We can no longer ex-
pect to better our condition through a |
greater supply of necessarles, for every |
effort we have made toward lowering |
the cost of foodstuls heretofore how
been met with the response that the
United States Is now about as Inten-
sively cultivated as it ean be. In oth |
er words, our people are no longe:
turning to the country in an effort to |
produce a larger amount of (food
Therefore we must face the problem
of getting along with the same amount
that I8 now produced. I

The only solution left for us Is to
cut our cost of production and dely
ery. The best way to accomplish this
18 to provide good roads, for we have
tlready had many demonstrations of
how good roads will work to wur nd
vantnge,

The Improvement of highways In
many parts of our country in the last

!
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THE AUTOMOBILE WOULD BE HELPLESS
WITHOUT HIGHWAYAR

few years has been Invariably follow
ed by better living conditions. Where
the roads leading Into a large city
have been Improved we have seen an |
Increased supply of foodstuffs on the
local markets and a larger number of
farmers bringing their produocts into
the city. This, of a necessity, results
In lower prices for the products and a
long step toward better conditions,
On the other hand, the Improvement
of roads throughout the country 1= in-
varlably followed by an Improvement
in farming methods, The agrienlturist |
who heretofore devoted his energies to
grazing and the production of rough |
foodstufls, such as coem, I8 now turn
Ing to what Is known as market gar-
dening. He is ralsing potatoes, benns,
peas and otbher cothmodities thut dre
In everyday demand slmply because
he can get them to market. where here-
tofore marketas were denled him. It
is no uncommon sight now to see farm- |
ers driving elghteen or twenty miles to
market with loads of prodoce, which, |
before the highways were Improved,
were denled the consumer., The auto-
moblle, it Is true, has had a great deal
to do with increasing this supply, but |
even this vehicle would be helpless |
without hMghways on which to run,
The advent of good roads, too, has
brought about another revolution—-
that of Mitenslve furming. The coun
tries of the oMl world have niwnys re-
gnrded us as a eriminally wasteful! peo-
ple In that the product radsed on Illli
neres of lamnd In s country was |
often less than they produced on ten |
neres.  Good roads have echanged this
condition. The American (armer now
findds that he will get a greanter return
from one nere of land lntensively eul-

| vated than ten acres farmwd] In the

old slipshod manper would heretofore
produce This intensive farming s
the direct result of good roads, for
where the farmer herctofore found It
necessary to cultivate fops. which
made a large bulk, so that his Infre- |
quent trips to market were profitable, |
now finds that he can take a small
lossl’ to the consumer as often as he
desires

Good roads are a blessing, and this
every one who has given the matter |
any thought will admit. They not only |
promote Increased Industrial activity |
and therefore better the lUving condi- |
thons of thousands of our ety dwellers, |
but they provide an Improved social
iife for people who live in the country. |
The family which has access to a good
road and therefore quicker and more
plensant trips goes to church oftener, |
visits the nelghbors oftemer and nt-i
tends nmdnbmmﬂtl
quently. No one can deny that all of
these are important factors 1§ Qe
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[ espary to hold a cutlnss or a fairly
| stout stick at arm’s length in front as

| webs
| mazes [rom

| mysterious

| Birlus ns n

-
LINED WITH SPIDER WEBS.

One Has to Cut One's Way Through
the Roads of Paraguay.

The roads of Purnguay are nbout five
yards wide hroughout, and the trees
meet overbend at a helght of some
elghteen feet, thus forming a tunnel of
very un..ormn dimensions.  In the clear
parts of the tunpel-that Is, where It
is wot choked up with the ginnt net-
tle—it is full from roof to ground of
enormous splders’ webs stretching
clear ncross the road, the big trees
usunlly being chosen as anchorages
and the total clear span being thus
more ke elght yards than five

The main cables or frumework of
the pets are composed of five or six
strands of thick yellow web and are
almost as strong ns cotton thread. The
rest of the net Is made up of single and
double strands of the same stout ma-
terial, which Is as sticky as it is strong
Every yurd or so one of these nets ex-
tends across one's path, making it nee

one walks

The makers of these troublesome but
pieturesgue  obstructious are  large,
highly colored, gaudy looking splders
with bodles that look ns If they were
about: to explode, they are so blown
out nnd glossy

At intervals in some more open space

where the sky Is visible one will no-
tice n difercot kind of web, far more
irregular in shape, but far larger than
the others. Not coutent with the
space avallable In the tannel, these
ure  stretched In ecomplieated
the ground to the very
tops of the surrounding trees, with
clenr spans frequently twenty or thirty
yards from one tree to another

From these main cables sinaller ones

extend to the ground—a drop of fifteen |

or twenty yards -and the spaces In be
tween are filled up with a mass of
webs spun In all directions. — Wide
World Magazine.

SIRIUS, THE DOG STAR.

It Was Given Its Canine Name by the
Superstitious Egyptians.
The ginnt sun, the bright star Sirtus

| 18 now ealled the *“dog stur” fromt the

very uancient and curious custom of
personitication The great nutions of
remote antiguoity personitied every ac
tivity of nanture—that s, compared
them to living men or anhimals

They dido’'t know a thing of any

law of nuture, so they sald that motion |

Is eansed by lving animuls,
only anlmals have the inscrutably
power of moving them
welves, No wonder the nneflents were
ustonished to see an anlmial move It
self. And the wonder has vastly in
creased pow, for the ablest scientitie
mun cannot possibly see how an anl
mal Is abile to move.

The overllowing of the Nile was the
chief event In all of Egypt Without
thi= pouring of water over the land
once ench year, the valley wonld be a
desert.  The Egyptians at a certain
period in their long history notieed

that when they first saw the star Sirius |

early In the morning befure sunrise
the Nlie river begnn to rise annd pour
over the banks, They personitied
wntehdog, watehing the
sun and the Nile and the land of
Egypt, its people, destiny and harvests,

The Egyptinn name of the Nile was
Siris. and the faithful dog watching
in the sky wuas tinally named Sirios
Centuries Inter thelr horrible religion
tnught that it wis necessary to mur

| der or sacritice a dog to the star Sirius

to secure its aid in growing gralns and
herds. This terribie habit of sianghter
ing animals to propitinte lmaginary
gods descended to the Greeks and Ho

muns. The Romans named the stars
near Sirius  the constellation Canis
Major (the great dog).—New York
American.

Ministers and Ambassadors.
The first minister  plenipotentiary

from the United States to BEngland was
Johin Adams  Thomns Plockney of
Sonth Carolina beenme the first minls-
ter to England under the constitution
The United States continued to be rep
resented by ministers until 1803, when
Thomas F. Bayard of Delaware be-
came the first Ameriean ambussador
to the court of St James. The first
British wmiuister to the United States

| was George Hammond, who was ap
| pointed In 1701,
| enme the first Diritish ambassador to

Lord Panncefote bhe

Washington In INK

He Fell Rioht In.

His Wife—1 met our maid Anna just
now on the street and she pretended
not to see me. Her Husband-You
ought to point out to Anna the Impro-
priety of suvh comduct. His Wife—Rut

how can 1?7 You see, she had another |

girl with ber, and It was quite evident

becnnse |

WATCHFUL WAITING BACK HOME.

Reply =
Lr_%é)spgr*ment

Hlease give names of present rulers
of countries of Asia.

The shal of Persin Is Ahowsd Mire:n

the King of Sk Is C ow Ca Maha; th
sultan of Torkey s Mehmed V.o the
president of China = Yoan 2hilh Kal
the emperor of Jdaponn is Yoshihite
FGreat Breitain, Penee, Germany and

|ed Vera Cruz was comparatively

she didon’t want her friend to know she |

wns working for n woman who wora n
two dollar and fAfty cent hat.—New
York Post

Peace With a Punch.
“Here. what's all this row about?™
asked the copper breathlessly.
“Why. this woman s collecting mon-

| ey for the peare soclety, and when |

refused to contribute she knocked me
down,” expinined the meek looking
man.— Bufalo Express,

Great Scheme.
“How's your piny 7™

.t

Hollnnd have colonies in Asin

1. Was Bob Evans a full ranking ad-
miral at the time of his retirement
from the navy or merely a rear ad
miral? 2. Was Nelson A. Miles a full
jeneral or a major gereral at the time
»f his retirement?

1. A rear awhmlral,

2, He was o lieotenant general,

What were our first points of attack
r invasion of Mexico in the war ol

67

he tirst movement was an invasion

v the way of Texas, which had been

tnexed o year before, and this was
follovwed soun by n sen nnd ind attack
on Vern Croz, which was  eaptured

after o four dayvs’ bombsinlment.  Vern
Croz was considered the key of the
country, and after Its eapture our
forees, undor General Scott, proceeded
with considerable hard fighting., to
enpture the City of Mexico, That was
before we had Dreadnoughts or iron
elnds, and the naval force that attack-
in-
signifieant.

What is the definition of the word
“gringo,” used by the Mexican people
against the United States, and where
did it originate?

One explanation says the word origl
nates]l during war with Mexivo,
when the Amerienns ealled the Mexi
ennx erensols sl the lntter In retalia
tlon ealled the Amerieans gringos, hiny
Ing pleked up the word from hearing
Ameriean sallors singing, “"Green grow
the ruishes< (0.7 This explavation prob
ably is fanclfal, beenuse, first, the term
ie nppliedd in Mexico to Englishmen as
well ns Amerieans; second, 1t prevalls
in Chile, where nll English speaking
persons are called gringos. The word
Is fonpd In n stondard Spanish  dle-
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“A great success, My ereditors are

all coming v see If | am making
money, and through their patronage |
am "—Reattle IMost Intelligencer,

Your Friends.

Treat your friends as yon do ronr
bank account. Don't be reckless with
them just hecnuse you're got them.—
Detroft Free I'ress,

METSAN SHOP
Agency
HILLS BROS. COFFEES

30¢~35¢~40c--45¢

Spriggs Bros.

—Berryman in Washington Star
- ~

tiomry thus: “Gringo, sdjective, wean
tng unintelligitle, gibherish; applied to
lapguage”, This definition makes the
word applicable to any Innguange other
than Spanish W. W. Greener. nn
Engllshman wno traveled In Chile and
wrote i book about the country ¥S,
“Englishmen, or gringos, as they are
l£'<|||tl'lll|Il'.lullrll_i' termed, nre not lked

| in Chile. and traveling Is uncomforta-
| ble and dangerous.” The Spanish

| word for Greek is Griego, and from
this may easily have come a word de-
seriptive of all uninteliigiible languages
and persons speaking them.

| What is the government secret serv-
| ice?
The secret service is n divislon or
burenn of the treasury department,
| with a chief and a number of trained
detectives, The service 1s prinelpally
engnged in detecting and prosecuting
makers and dealers in counterfeit pa-
per money and coin.  Detrlls are also
furnished for the protection of the
president of the United States, and In
the frequent journeyings of the presi-
dent he is always accompanied by one
or more secret service men.
rests of counterfeiters number about
400 annually Other arrests are fop
bribery, fmpersonating United States
government officers, perjury and vie-
lating sections of the United States re-
vised statutes relating to foreign and
domestic obligations and colns,

Why do sailors wear trousers bell
shaped at the bottom?

Onpe renson given is that the trousers
are mnde tight aronnd the walst and
large at the bottom so that if the wenr-
er falls overboard they will not hold
the water nround the legs, but will ul-
low it to escape. Another reason giv-
en is that the trousers are cut this
style so that they may be turned up at
the bottom more conveniently than
those of the usunl style. It often hap-
pens that when sallors nre making a
Innding fn a small bout the eraft
grounds a few feet from the shore,
mnking it necessary for them to jump
out and pull the boat ashore or wnile
to shore. With trousers cut wide at
the bottom It I8 easy to roll them up
when necessary to jump into the wa-
ter.
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Blacksmithing

Correct Method of
Horseshoeing

Wagon Making

General Repair Work

South of First National Bank
Sixth Street

The Leader leads, but never

follows.
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