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Usury and the High Cost of

Living.

ITOR LEADER:

Much has been written about
the cause of the high cost of liv-
ing and its ever upward tenden-
cy, but few have touched on
this, the one system that is at
the bottom of it all. Every time
a new store building is finished
up and rented, the people of the
community have an added bur-
den of usury to pay.

The other day we heard of a
new store to be opened in a near-
by town, the rental of the build-
ing to be $500 per month, or $6,-
000 per year. That is 6 per
cent on $100,000, There are
about 4,000 families tributary to

that town so that there has been !

added on an average to each of
those 4,000 families an annual
debt of $256 on which they must
pay 6 per cent usury, and none
of them were consulted as to
whether they desired the extra
burden to be added to their cost
of living. In faet, the people
patronizing the merchants of the
town referred to, are paying on
an average $200 per year per
family in usury under the head

or wants and selling at or as
near as possible actual cost of
buying and handling the goods,
so that all those engaged and
employed in it shall receive good
living wages. That business
would be legitimate, because
supplying needs of the people,
but with a hundred or more es-
tablishments, each trying to get
8 large part of the patronage as
possible and- thus duplicating

stocks, rents, employees and in-
cidentals. All this needless du-
plication is so much ecapital or
business based on usury, and no
amount of beating the devil
around the bush can make any-
thing else of it.

Now, if that s:a nple communi-
ty would cut out those two items
of usury, viz., unnecessary pro-
fits and rents, they could buy
with an average of $500 of money
per vear, over $700 worth of
goods. Or to turn the example
the other way around, the aver-
age family spending $500 per
year and living close all the time,
could if they so desired, live the
same way and put by the .‘FL’(N)|
they now pay out in this form of
usury.

Reader, pardon the slang
phrase, but this is no dream, but

of profits and rents. And yet
there are many of these families
who are not in debt and are liv-
ing under the impression that
only debtors pay interest and on-

ly those in the grip of some |

greedy loan-shark can be said to
pay usury.

The simple truth is that there
are 4,000 families doing business !

in this one town which is used as

an illustration, who are collective-

ly paying usury to the amount of
about $800,000 every year.
Now, you indulgent
who may still claim that it is
perfectly right for a man or|
community of people to pay in-
terest on money they have the
use of, will you please tell us if|
you think it is right for a com-
munity of 4,000 families to pay
$800,000 per year interest on
capital they did not borrow and
from which they derive no bene-
fit or use.

reader

Now, let me draw the line of dred dollars per capita of bogus |

distinction between that business
that is not usurious from those|
that are.

than 5 per cent, that means

Take again as an illustration | twenty dollars of the most damn-
that same town. Let there be|able kind of usury that must!
one large department store in/ come some way from every man, | = -

the Goat man has the figures to
demonstrate this claim, that at
least two dollars out of every
five that we pay for our annual
living expense, is for needless
rent and profit usury.

Now, the next time you go in-
to town and spend five dollars,
please remember that no matter
what you may think about the
right or wrong of usury, that
two of those dollars went to pay
a high rate of interest on money
that you did not borrow.

There is a saying of seripture
that “‘He that is surety for an-
other shall smart for it,""and the
people of a town or community
are unwilling sureties for every
business enterprise of the place,
and they certainly *‘smart for it"’
all right.

Usury on Bogus Money.

In the issue of The Goat for
Nov. 1st, 1912, we had an article
on the bogus stock business of
the United States, based on fig-
ures by ‘‘Frengrid’’ Lawson,
which were soon after verified
by congressional investigation.

These figures showed that
while the Big-Business of the
country has an actual capital
value of twenty billions of dol-
lars, there have been added to
this actual valuation, forty bil-
lions of bogus, fictitious or wat-
ercd stocks,

Now, supposing a population
of a hundred millions, divided in-
to forty billions means four hun-

stocks on which the holders make
the people pay usury at not less

| States every year. !

You may still contend that it
is right to pay 5 per cent on the|
actual capitalization of the in-|
dustries of the country which|
would be ten dollars per head or
$50 per family of five, but are
you prepared to say that it is|
right for the usurer to hold the
people up for this added sum of
a hundred dollars per family?

No man with a spark of hon-
esty in his make-up will contend
that such business is right or
that it should be permitted to
continue,

Do you ask how they get that
extra hundred dollars from every
average five people? We answer,
it is added to the legitimate cost
of living. By making things cost
more than they should, is the on-
ly way the Big Business of the
country can extract the usury on
their bogus stocks. It is better
for them than being allowed to
make so much counterfeit money,
for they would have to loan
the ‘“‘queer,”” which might be
hard to do, but by marking up|
the price of goods and marking
down the price of labor, they get
their usury without fail, and this
one item amounts to a hundred
dollars per family of five every
year,

Now, my indulgent reader,
does it begin to dawn on you
that the usury paid as interest
on debts, or borrowed money, is
l'not by any means the worst of
our burdens?

When we can show that just
these two items of usury add to
the cost of living an average of
$60 per year per capita or $300
per family of five, doesn’t it be-
gin to look like a pretty serious
matter? And, if yvou have an
idea that the direct usury on
bonded indebtedness of the na-
tion, ‘the states, the counties,
towns and school district is a
pretty heavy burden on the peo-
ple in addition to what they have
to pay on their own individual
debts, surely, it must amount
_llu at least another $200 per fam-
ily.

"The national debt alone
amounts to nearly $60 per family
of five while the bonded debt
of states amounts to about $15
more, and when you consider
that the one item of municipal
bonds is the greatest of our
debts, you can see that these fig-
ures are certainly very conserva-
tive.

You, who, when you think
of debts and usury, console
yourselves with the thought that
you owe no one and do not have

WOMEN SKILLFUL
AS AIR PILOTS

Many Successful Aviators of
Today Are Females. |

—n.

TELL OF THEIR SENSATIONS

First Lady te Fly In an Aeroplane Was
a Ghent Woman Who Accompanied
Farman — Since That Time Many
Others Have Gained Fame by Feats
In Air,

London.—The 1issulng of a mani-
festo by the Women's Aerial league,
Izitiating u vpatlonal crusade for the
provision of aerlal weapons, recalls the
foet that the first woman who ever
ascendued In an aeroplane is belleved to
be a Ghent lady, who accompanied |
Henry Farman on a flight outside her |
own city ln 1008,

The tirst certiticated woman pllot in
the world was the Baroness de la
Itoche, who, after brenking her shoul- |
der by running into a clump of poplar
trees during practice, obtained ber bre-
vet ot Hellopolls, golng thence to St
Petershurg, where the czar personally
congriutulnted her upon her skill, In
July, 1911, while she wans leading In a
big race In France, her mwachine sud-
denly deopped to the earth like a stone,
Her e was despalred of, but after a
long convalescence she began fying
ngain in Februnry, 1012,

Exnetly who was the first English-
woman to fly In an weroplane is un-
certaln, but the honor lies between
Mrs. 8 F. Cody, wife of the ploneer
neroplanist, and Miss Bacon, daughter
of the well known bulloonlst. The for-
mer nunde several flights with her hus-

to pay usury, you can see that
for every man, woman and child
in the United States usury is col-
lected annually to the amount of
at least a hundred dollars per
head, and this in addition to pri-
vate or individual debts. Pretty
heavy burden, don’t you think?

S. B. MoRss.

Bonaparte and Mlle. Montansier,
The Cafe Cornzza, in the Palnix oy
al. had many Interesting clicnts in jrs
time. It was there that General Bona
parte, then only a general of brignde,
naked his friend Barras to find bim a
rich wife, and Barras suggested Mlle
Montansler, the proprietress of the and
Javent Theatre Montansier. She was
sixty three, but she was well preserved
and might have pussed for forty five,
and she wns belleved to have acceumu-
Inted a fortune of 48000, Donaparte
asked to be introduced, and Barras
presented him and assures us in his
memoelrs that the mateh would bave
come off If it had not been for the
events of Vendemialre. After that
memorable day of the “whiff of grape-
shot” the future emperor broke off the
engagement, feeling himself too Impor-
tant to marry a superannuated actress,
even for the sake of having the spend- |
ing of her savings.—Pall Mall Gazette. |

Don’t Stand Like

Phot s by American Press Assoclation.

MISA 'UTH LAW (TOP), FAMOUS AMERICAN
AVIATOW, AND MISS MATHILDE MOR
BANT OF FRANCE AND AMERICA.

band during his earlier experiments,
and the latter at Rhefms in 1909 made
her tuiiial aeroplane treip,

"It i< snys Miss Bacon, “a glorious
buoyunt sensation without a parallel
and thevefore Indeseribable, but it s
deslelous beyond words.”

Proncnent among British lady avi-
ntors i« Mres. Maurice Hewlett, wife of
the v pular novelist

AMrs [lewlett holds the record of be-
Ing the only mother in the world who
has tnught her own son to iy, e is
Lienteant P, E. T. Hewlett, R. N.,
who giined his brevet last year, Mrs
Hewlen bolds the view that In n few
years wolen will be starting off in
thelr aeroplanes just as unconcernedly
as ther do pow In thelr motors.

“The st time | went on an aero-
plane,” Mrs. Hewlett says, “1 quite
imagiiood It was stationary. The sen-
sation was greater than any | bave
ever experlenced. At first | was a
Httle hit afrald, but the performance

4_»\$ A

Hitching
Post

Ing iy nerves”

To the mere man on the street such
a view might at first appear quixotiec,
but Miss Trehawke Davis, who has
crogscd the channel In an aeroplane

Get a move on. |
Let the world
know you are |
awake. Push
your business
to success or
your business
will push you
tu the wall.
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such a place dealing in every- woman and child in the United
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for the Leader.
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more often than any other lady, pays

BIG GAS WELL ON FARM.

Tapped at a Depth of 350 Feet—Pro-
duces Five Million Feet Daily.

Evunsyille, Ind.—A well on the farm
of George Hornby, four miles north of
this city, 1s producing 5,000,000 feet
of gas a day, und experts say this
would supply the eutire city of Evans-
ville.

Hornby wns drilling the well for
water recently and struck gas at the
depth of 850 feet. Ie at once called
In W. J. Rodgers, an oll man, of this
eity, and they declded to keep the find
a seeret n few days until they could
lease nbout 20,000 acres of land In that
locality.

Many oll and gns men are expected
here to look over the field. Rodgers
and other experts say the well on the
Hornby farm 18 not a shale well and
that conditions In the- new fleld are
slmilar to those In the Casey (111,) fleld,
It is expected other wells will be drill-
ed, nnd Rodgers predicts that both gus
and oll will be found In abundance.

COW’'S KICK CURES MAN.

| Stammered Badly Before Blow, but

Now Talks Fluently,

Redwood [Falls, Minn.— A kicklng
vow which swung a foot agalnst the
throat of Gustave Relnfleish, a farm
hand, thirty years old, cured bhim of
stnmmering.

The blow made the man nnconsclous
for severnl minutes, but when he re-
galned his senses and attempted to say
unkind things to the cow he found he
could do so without stuttering.

Then his words became extreme
praise of conslderute *“bossy,” for he
had stammered all his life and had
spent all he could save In trylng treat-
wents he hoped would cure him of the
impediment,

Aslde from bruoises on his throat,
Reinfleish did not suffer Injury,

WRONG MAN GETS MEDAL.

Person Saved Receives the Carnegie
Decoration and $1,000.

lutte, Mont.—An odd mlistake has
been diselosed by the unnouncement of
the Carnegie medal award, In which it
appears that a rescued man Is the re-
ciplent of a brounze medal and §1,000
becuuse he needs it Instead of the
rescuer.,
To Roy Hubbard was awarded the
recognition by the Carnegle herv coin-
mission. Ile was one of the uncon-
sclons men whom John Lindquest, a
former Marathon runner and well
known athlete, rescued. Hubbard and
another workman had fallen victims
to gns In a gas pit, when Lindquest,
attracted by n erowd in the street, de-
scended and bore the unconsclous men
to safety as the crowd cheered.

————

FINDS SISTER AFTER
FOUR YEAR SEARCH

Slager Rescues Girl  After
Ghase Across Gontinent.

San  Franclsco. — A heartbreaking
senrch for his little sister consumed
four years of Louis Slager's Ife, took
bhim from his howe In New York clty
and launched him on a long, weart-
some and what often seemed a hope-
less quest.

ITis search terminated here, where
he met her for the first time In the
four year interval and under dramatic
clreumstances.

Slager four years ago vowed to hls
mother that he would devote his life
to finding his sister, and one of the re-
sults of his efforts Is the arrest of Ja-
kub Wolborsky, member of an opera
troupe. The girl’'s name Is Lillle Sia-
ger, nnd she was seventeen years old
when she fled from New York.

Wolborsky wlll be turned over to the
federal authorities for possible depor-
tation.

Louls Slager 1s twenty-five years old.
In the family four years ago were
Slager, his widowed mother and his
lttle sister, Lillle. The girl is anusual-
Iy attractive.

actually had the effect of strengthen- |

Filled with sorrow apnd horror, Sla-
ger quit his employment and started
In pursuit

When she saw her brother she cried
out and rushed toward him. He eaught
her In his arms. Brother and siste:
wept.

INDIAN ORDAINED A PRIEST.

Second of

Race to Enter Ranks of
American Clergy.

Superfor, Wis.—Philip B. Gordon, an
Indian, has been ordained to the Cath-
olie priesthood by Bishop Kondelka. He
is the second of his race to be ordain-
ed in the United States. Rev. Albright
Neganquet was ordalned several years
ago for the diecese of Oklahoma.

aviation a similar compliment.
Uniqgue In Its way is the entrance of
Miss Mathilde Mol=ant Into aviation.
Accuording to all traditions, thils charin-
ing Amerlcan should dread the very
thought of nerial navigation, as her

Gordon’s grandfather was Anton
| Gordon, one of the first settlers {o this
country. The town of Gordon was
named In his honor. He was Influen-
tinl with Chief Hole-ln-the-Day, and
his counsel prevented an uprising of

brother was dashed to death In ber I the Chippewas In 1802

presciice
1910,
Though small In stature, Miss Mol

sant Is big In spirit. Some tlme agoe

the v live were Informed that she had
been Nyving on a Sunday and set ot
to ap vhend ber fon

state Livilaw, Rut they reckoned with

out thoir host. Just as the representa
tives of the law hove in sight Miss
Motun it started her engine and clenred
off Ini the alr out of thelr jurlsdiction

[ I T e

while fiying In D em!'or.l

. Takes Army “Kide'™ Candy.

l Washington.—Chocolate ratlons, loog

| the mainstay of the army as an emer
gency diet. bave been ordered with-

| drawn by Secretary of War Garrison

contravening » | While it= nutritive value ls promouzs |

| el good Dr. C. F. Longworthy of the
agricultural department has reported
that It 1s “defective as to digestibility
and therefore deleterous to the health
of Its consnmers.”

is @ very good one, but h
point. Are you ready t.
new year properly? |s y
cial and social printing
Lot us print your Calend
Cards, Programs, Letter
Billheads.

We're here to print
cverylhin! :5

Summons

In the Circnit Court of
Oregon for the County of |
Harda H. Robberson, Plaii
Against
Eliza Jane Richardson; W.
Kenzie, Rena MacKenzie, b
Edward J. Enos, Elizabeth
his wife;Roderick MacKenz
bel MacKenzie, his wife; t
known heirs at law of sai
Jane Richardson or W. A
Kenzie, if either or- both ¢
ceased; also all other pers
parties unknown claiming
right, title, estate, lien or 1
fu the real estate described
complaint herein. Defer
To Eliza Jane Richard
MacKenzie, Rena McKenz
Edward J. Enos, Elizabet]
wife; Roderick MacKenzie,
Kenzie, his wife; the unkno
law of said Eliza Jane Riche
A. MacKenzie, if either or 1
ceased; Also all other persc
unknown claiming any righ:
lien or interest in the res
scribed in the complaint
fendants.
IN THE NAME OF THE
OREGON: You are hereby
appear and answer the co
against you in the above
within six weeks from the f
tion of this summons, and if
to answer, for want thereof,
will take judgment agai
prayed for in said complai
that his title to the lands
scribed, towit: Commencin
W. comer of the D. L. €
Bristow and wife No. 09, in
2W.of W, M., and rum
North 0504 degrees West
thence North 2§ degrees We
thence South 80} degrees Ea
to the West line of the John
and wife D, L. C. No, 70, th
on saiid West line 20,31 chs,
corner of said claim, ther
North line thereof 31.23 ¢
South 36.79 chains, thenc
degrees and 50 minutes
chs,, thence South 21
43 minutes West 820 ¢
thence South 89 degrees and
West 7.07 chs. to the plac
ning; be quieted and conf
the erroneous deeds therein
be reformed and corrected, s
and each of you be forever
estopped from having or el
right, title or interest in or t
adverse to plaintiff's title,
This summons is served by
thereof for six successive w
Cottage Grove Leader by or
L T. Harris, Judge of said (

| andd entered December 18, 1!
| first publication hereof w
the 28¢d day of December, 1
A. E. WHE
Attorney for

d23M3)

His Exact Locatie
“Wombate was at the
night.”
“Ah, you saw him drin}
melody ™
“No; when | saw him he

Ing In the bar."—Seattle
gencer,
| The greatest firmness Is !

mercy.— Longfellow.

| The Leader—a live
' newspaper,



