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TAFT'S MESSAGE DELIVERED

President Recommends Tariff Reforms
and Parcels Post, and Urges

' Ship Subsidy Measure.

The year has been notable as wiluessiog
pacific seltlemont of two Important in-
tional controversles before the perma
t sourt of The Hagve The artitration

! the fsheries dispule between the United

ates and Great Bri , which has been

s source of pearly cuntinuous diplomatic
Surrespondence since the feherles conven
Won of 1818 has glven an award whiek Is
Mtisfactery to boih partiea

The tribunal constituted at The Hague

»y the governmenis of the United Stales
and Veu bas completed its delivers
thons and” has réendered an award In ke
eAse of the Orinoco Bteamship Company
against Veneguela,

The United States proposed that the In-
tarnational prise court, when establlshed,
should Le endowed with the functions of
a8 arbitral court of justice under and pur
suant to Lhe recommendation pied BY
the last Hague vonferemge, The r en T@-

celved from the various powera (o this pro-
posal lnapire Lhe hope Laat this also may
be accomplished within the reasonsbiy nesr
future.

i
to the net U of every busi COrpura-

| Arst inst

plitying judicial t,modnn and expediting
final judgment. nder present conditions,
lthe pour man 19 at & woeeful dissdvaniage
|in & legal contest with & corporation or
rich oppenent. The necessily for the reform
axista both in the United Siaies Courts and
in all state gourts. In order to bring It
about. hawever, It baturally faills te the
@ 1 do by s le to far-
nish & model to all staten. A legisiative
commission appeinted by joint resolution of
ongreas to reviee the ure ln the
United States Courts has as yet made no
report,

Under the law the Bupreme Court of the
United States has the power and la given ihe
duty to frame the equily rules of provedure
which are to obtaln in the Federal Courta of
ance. In view of the heavy burden
on guu.lu ltigation which that ecourt
has had to carry, with one or two of iis
members Incapachtated through (11 bealth,
it has mot besn able to take up problems o
improving the equity proeedure, which has

tion In the ceuntry, has worked well The | oono agily remalned the same sinee the or-

tax has besn sasily collected.
payment indicates that the incidence of t
tax has not been heavy. It offers, mor

Its prompt | oo,igation of the court in 1788,

|upon the court filled, It

It is rea-
sonable to expect that with all the vacancies
will take up the

| over, an opportunity for knowledge by 'Mi"““"““ of cheapening and simplifying the

Gevernment of the general condition and

rocedure In equity rules In the courts of

bustness of sll corporations and that means | o riniieq Htates The equity business ls

by far the most imporiant part of the busi
In the original act pro-

| nces of Lthe country.
vision was made for the publication of re-

much more Important in the Federal Courts,
land 1 may add, much ths more sipansive.
am strongly convinced that the hest meth-

! 1
turns, This provision was '“M‘""“y‘!od ot improving judicial procedure at law ls

amended by Congress and the matter lef
to the regulation of the Presldsat. 1 ha
Alrected the lssue of the needed regulations
made It possible for the public
to know from an examination of
rd, the refurns of all eorporations,
k of which s lsted om any public
vhange or ls offered Ia& saln Lo the
1 uhile The reluTns thess £OF-
!‘..q,::::,n-vu-.nu stock s not 80 offered for
are directed to be open to the lnspec-
4 sxamination of creditors and stock-
noiders of the corporation whose record e
sorught
| 'I‘f.- President reviews the creation of

w empowsr the Supreme Court to do It
through the medium of the rules of the
eourt, a8 In eguity. This Is the way In
which It has been done In Engisnd and thor-
sughly done, The simplicity and expedition
of procedure in the English court today
make a model for the reform of other sys-
| tema

| No man ought have as a matter of right
A review of his case by the Supremes Court
| e should be satisfied by one hearing be-
fore & court of first instance and <na re-
view by & court of appealsr. The proper and
hief usefulneas of the Supreme Court, and

C - 1 g ¥ e B law erpociall of the Bupreme Court eof the
,;?,':,‘:;.:",f_f the l“:..‘, ",',':::_?,“"u; e com. | the Tariff Commission, created in the PrESCUE Sl e | g D T g e
misslon of 8ve members for the purposs of | hope “that the question of the rate of |yufure i1, 80 1o expound the law and es-
Mmiting the armaments of the nations of |5 Juty imposed shall become more of & pecially the fundamental Iaw—the Constilu-
the world by internmtional agreement. T,  cinege question and less of & political | tion—as to furnish precedsants for the infe-

ments to thia
nvited and am
lgn guvern
Co-operale

havg not yel made app
commimmion because | have
awalting the ezpre of
menis as lo their 1 gne
with us in the appointment of similar com
misslone.

Beveral imporiant treaties have Leen ne

i1

| question, to be ascertained by experts
it long tralning and accuraie knowl-
odge” He indicates that the Hoard will
not be able to report at thia session, but
he hopes to be able to present results
it the opening of the new Congress. He

'a"-lr:d ‘:h "I"T,m” }'I:“.Iln :“ml'..'."k "::"‘_ E"' ynoews his advocucy of the plan, of which
months, 5 m ry diplomatic s | TR
toation o pecantary ‘.lll gt l"l‘ o -”:.|“ i the removal of notewarthy
) Jocuninr sims which eagh gov- g b
:'r:l‘n:lrnnlmhil: nga } tt the other, The ton- |dele ortant |a?r w::;:\:': ::,;.\:::.“
ventlon, cor ded January 1, 1904, be : g B i BB
twgen tha United Ntates aad (rest iy e poople than the elimlnation
g P ins L g s of injustice in the tariff,
“I'"'In'“ r.on:...-:- -”:' 1.' .'-.I- 1 Il., .,:';..I ther or not the protective policy Is
e g "Byt et TR g of the |t ytinued and the degree of protection
'b‘": s :‘I” ‘m;:nlrl‘l.n:r.;(I[,I,',“,lt,,;.'n.l,‘;" corded to our home Iln\uulrlv:_ are
st il Ppnoedgges v e 1 ooy le  must decide
comminsioners to adjust certain other ques- || "‘r“{:_’_'trt’lt_l‘::'_f“ 1;' v:-:«ala‘n\-r;. e
ey hu-] llnln't“m‘“l by both governments | oo ver policy I adopted, it is \'I\-nr! lh_i
g t . oce. ar e .
“]dn p'rit:pcv:u:!'-er last ihe monarchy of Pop.|the nRecemary b glelution b"'““;" ‘-'I.m'::'ul’
tugal was verthrown, a provisional repub- |98 1.“. nr,u-rf.ult. thorough asd eontin
ot oy gt sty gl S Y .l'l;‘u,-- ‘:1..-:-3-'.‘“‘:: favors the passage of the
::mr:r;]l.ll-jp;:‘.”:\.":nlt'm‘u:;' "r.n:“ ¢ l""h}.,hlil amending the VYolunteer act, and

poses of ordinary Inlercourse

mal revogaition by this and other powers | g comprebhensive polley for the organiza-
The new kingdom of Montanegro aiso was| tion of the Regular Army, the organized
recogniaed. {militla and the volunteer forces. More

The negotlations \fl_lrr:l !:n-'l-_-l-l:: ‘-l-nl.!."r competent officers of the rank of Cap-
:’,':n'.",;,";:q o \beria BY the Hican cam. | (AN are needed to teach the new Army,
misslon are being brought to o that It ma)‘A be Iw-';-l.l:[t'd “T:l 'l.l-’r‘ljll:u'u[fl

Ralations with all Ls are cy. nother bill, mn |
satisfactory, thelr cordlality belng mani- | of "which is IJl'p(F-f._ is the un: providing
fested by the receptions accorded to spe- | for 8 more Army Englneers .':l'he short-
olal Embassles cent to the centennial |ness of supply of such officers,” the mes-
celebrations of Argentina, Chile and | sage says, “delays Important river and
Mexico. The International Bureau of |harbor work and important fortification

American Republics I8 dolng a broad and
useful work. The successful mediation
of the dlspute between Peru and Ecuador
has proven the value of cordial co-opera-
tion, |

Negotlations regarding the refundiog of |
the bonded debt of Honduras have been
under way for more than & year, and It
1s now cenfidently belleved, he says, that
a short time will suffice to conclude an
arrangemont which will be satisfactory
to forelgn creditors and eminently ad-|
vantageous to Honduras, |
The President then reviews the rebel-
lon In Nicaragun and *“‘the unwarranted |
exscution of two Amerlcan citizens who |
had regularly enlisted In the ranks of
the revolutionists,” which Involved the
preaking off of all diplomatle relations |
with the Zelaya government, and adds: |

The moderstion and concilintory apireit |
shown by the various factions give ground |
fur the confident hope that Niearagus will
soon take lis rightful place an ¥ tha law-
ablding and progressive countries of the

world
It gratifies me excesdingly o announce
that the Argentine Republie some months |

ago placed with American manufacturers
& gontract for the constri of two battle
ships and certain addit naval eguip-
ment. The extent of this work and its Im-
portance to the Argentine Republic make
the placing of ths bi earneat of friendly
feeling teward the Unlted States.

Universal appllcation has been glven |
by negotiation, followed by 1M procla-|

mations “embracing the entire commer-
elal world,” to the minlmwmn tariff clause.
The message continues:

“Marked advantages to the commerce ol:
the United Btates were obiained through |
these tariff sottlements, Forelgn mnatlons
ara fully cognizant of the fact that und
sestion two of the tarl® met the Fresidoe
ls required, whenever he ls satlstied th
ths treatment accorded By them 1to the
products of the United States s not such
a8 to eontitle them to the benefits of the

minimum (arif of the United Siates, to
withdraw those benefils by proclamation,
giving 90 days notles, after which b

dutiable
In it
ft lnw |
of rontin

maximum tariff will apply to the
producis entering the United Buate
general opinlon this sectlion of Lthe
has thus far proved a guaranty

wed commercial peace, although there ara,
aowevar, unforitonately, ins ces where
forelgn governments deal arbitrarily with
Ameriean Inters within this jurlsdiction |

in a manner injurious and Inequitable. |

The polley of broader and closer trads
relations with the Dominion of Canada
which was Initl in the adjostment of
the maximum minimum provigous of
the tariff act of August, 1008, has § i
mutaally beneficlal, [t justifies furt ]
forts for the readjustment of ths commar- |
clal relations of the (wo countries, so that
thelr commerce may follow the ¢
natural to contiguous countries and b
mensurate with the wsieady expans
trada and Industry on both sides of the
boundary line

Argentine battleahlp contracts, llke
the subsequent lmportant one for Argentins
rallway equipment and those for Cuban
movernment vessals, we seplured for our
magufacturers largely through the good of-
floss of the Depariment of State.

The e«fforts of that department to sscure
for clligons of the United States sgqual op-
portunities In the markets of the world and
1o sapand American commerve have bheen
most suocessful. ‘The volums of business
obtalned In new felin of competition and
upon new lines I8 already very greal, and
Congress In urged to continue lo support
the Depariment of State in |8 endeavors
for further trade expansion.

1 egannot leave this subject without em-
phaslzing the necossity of such legisiation
as will maks possible and convenient the
sstablishment of Amerioan panks and
tranches of American banks in forelgn
eountries, especially in Latin- Americs.

Another instrumentalily indispensable ta
the unhampered and natural development
of American commerca s merchant marine
All maritime and commercial nationa, our
competitors, Jealonsly foster thelr merchant
marine. Perhapa nowhers I8 the need for
rapid and direct mall, passenger and frotght
communiontion quite so urgent as between
the United Siates and Latin- Amerion. We

can secure in no other quarter of the 'url-ll.

such Immediate benefite In friendship and
commaerce as would flow from the establish.
mant of direct lines of communleation with
the countries of Latin-America.

Unless prompl action be tak the com-
pletion of the Panama Canal will find this
the only great scommercial nation unable to
avall itsalf of this great contribution to the
menns of ths world's commercial Inter-
eourse.

Quita asida from the commereial aspeet,
uniees we create a merchant whare
ind the seafaring po
natural naval ressrve and where
find, In case of war, the trans-
puria and subsidiary vessels ithout
a naval flaet o arma without a body? Por
many reasona | caanal toe srongly urge
upon the Tongress the passage of & masasure
by mall subsidy or other subventlon ade-
quAts to guarpntes the setabiishment and
rapld  development of an "Amerienn mer-
ehant marine, the restoration of the Amert-
esn flag to e anclant nlace upon the sess

The sxtension of clvil service rules to
the Consuls and the gradual acqulsition
of diplomatic resldences abroad are ad-
vl

offort has been mada by sach de-
of his department for the ensuing fscal

Byury
partment chief to reduce the sstimazed cosg |

4 ar
ding for-|provision for a commission to determine

work. 1 earnestly recommend the pas-
sage of this bill which passed the House
at the last session and ls now pending
in the Senate.”

Of fortifications, the message says:

1 have directed that the estimates for ap-
propriation for the Improvement of coast
defenses In the United States should be re-
duced to & minimum, whils those for the
completion of the needed fortifications at
nds, and

Corregidor, In the FPhilippine
at Pearl Harbor, In the Hawa Islands,
should be expedited as much =s possible

The proposition to make Olongapo and
Hublg Bay che naval base of the Pacific was
given up, and it Is to be treated maerely s
a supply station, while the fortifications In
the Philippines are to be largely confined
te Corregidor Island and the adjacent inl-
ands which command entrance to Manila
Bay, and which are being renderel Impreg-
nable from land and sea attack.

The Pacific naval base has bean trans-
forred to Pearl Harbor, in the Hawallan 1si-
ands, This necessitates the heavy fortifi-

cation of the harbor and tha establishment |

of an lmportant military station near Hono-
lule. I urge that all the estimates made
by the War Departmaent for these purposes
be mpproved by Congresslonal appropriation.
Completion of the Panama Canal with-

In the time get, January 1, 1915, and with- |

In the estimated cost, $76,000,000, Is as-
sured. The slides reported In the Cule-
bra cut are due to dJdisintegration of
Ignevus rock In exposure to the alr and
will require additional allowance of 14,-
(00,08 yards of material to be removed.
This offers no serlous obstacle, but would
have been so grave In the case of a
wem level canal as to have “taxed the
patience of the American people.” The
President relterntes his opinlon that Lhe
canal should be fortified.

On the subject of tolls to be charged,
he quotes the opinlon of an expert that
“a dollar a net ton would not drive busi-
ness away from the canal, but that a
higher rate would do so.”" FHe addas:

In determining what the tolis should be
we eertainly ought not to Insist that for
a good many years to coma
amount to enough to pay the interest on
Investment of §400.000.000 which the

United Btales has made In the construction
of the c~anal We ought not do this at
first. because the benefits te be derived by

tha Unilted States for Lhis expenditure are
not to he measured solely by a return upon
the Investment. If it wers, then the con-
struction might well have been lafy to pri-
vale snterprise. It was bocauss an adequate
return uypon the money Invested could not
e ezpected immediately, or In the near
ire, and bhecauss there were peculiar po-
ltienl advantages to be derived from the
conatruction of ths omnal, that it neces-
sarily fell to the Government to advance
the monay and perform the work,

In addition to the bensfit to our naval
strength, the oanal greatly (ncreases tne
tradg facilities of the United Htates It

will undoubtedly cheapen the rates of trans-
portation in all freight hetwenn the sastern
and western seaboard and It will greatly
incroass that trade by reason of the redas-
tlon in ite cost. Then, If we are te have
a world canal, and If we are anzlous that
the routes of the world's trade shall be
through the Panama Canal, we must ree-
ognlze that we have an active competitor
in the Bues Canal. Then, too, there are
wihear means of erosslng the Isthmus—by
the Tehaunispec rallroad and by other rall-
roads and freight routes in Central Amer-
ica to the Atiantic side,

In all thess cases the guestion whether
the Panama CUanal is to be and its
tonnage Iincreased would be determined later
by the charge for Its use. MY own lmpres-
siom s that the tolls ought not to excesd
#1 per net ton. snuary 1,
tolla In the Sues Canal are to be 7 france
and 20 centimes for one net ton by Sues
Cana! measurement, which Is & modifica-
tlion of Danubs measurement. A dollar &
ton will secure. under the figures above, &
gross Inctome from the PFanamsa Csnal of
neariy $7.000.000, The cost of malntenance

and operstion (s sstimated to exessd §i1,-
(RS Itimataly, of courss, with the
normal Increase la irade, the i(ncome will

approzimate ® interest charges upen the
investment. .
OUn the whols, 1 should recommend thal

within certain limits the Presideat be au-

thorizged to fix the tolls of the canal and
|.|.|J.ul tham 1o what seems o be oon-
mereial necessity.

The maintenance of the completed canal
In dizcussed at length, Mr. Taft would
add to the equipment facllities for fur-
| nishing drydock, fuel, repairs and supply
facilities to the trade of the world. This
should be undertaken by the Government
mther than by private enterprise, Mr.
Taft believes. He adds:

I cannot oloss this refersnce tp the canal
without suggesting as & wise addition 1o
the In &ls commarce law & provislon
prohik g Interstate commerce railroads
from oawning or controlling ships engaged
in trade through the Panama Canal 1 pe-
lleve such a provision s needed 10 save
ithe prople of the United Sistes the benefis
of the competition In trafde Between the
enstern and western seaboards which this
canal will be construeted to secure

tice have been groatly Increased by leg-

general welfars of the people and ex-
tending its activities Into avenues plain-
iy within the constitutional jurisdiction,
but which It has not been thought wise

yeoar June 30, 1013, Thews
smaliest sum whish will main-
r riments, bureaus Bnd offices
Government and moeet 8 olher

under enisting law, and
estimates would result in embarrase-
ageculive hranch of the Government

for

or ¥ for the Qeneral Government
heretofors to occupy.” The organisatiop
has been so improved that a vast amount
of business hus been @dleposed of.
ticular attention s ealled te prosecutions
of “bucket shops' frauds whith have

Intions of the anti-trust law,

meating of ohllga-
eontracts, nor does I
fidmgs Lill nor ihe

“ms an In-
the existing

has been sxcecded by
B In the hisfocy of the

escise tax, proportioned

| sndation of A federal Incorpo
|ation act 1 renewed. ls urged
| to pay promptly just clnims agsinst the
| Government. delaye In the payment of
| which injures the reputation of the Gov-
lernment as wn honest . Bimpler

| Judicial procedure lo sdvised. The mes

mge says:
One great n United Statos
" lh’-.m#‘ by sim-

they should |

- | POpular

rlor oo s In future litigation and for the
executl officers In the construstion of
siatutes and the performance of thelr lagal
dutles Therefars, any provisions for re-
view of gases by the SBupreme Court that cast
upon that court the duty of passing on ques-
tions of evidence and the construction of
particular forme of instruments, (ke indict-
ments, or willa, or contracts, decislons nol
of general spplieation or imporiarge, maerely
purden the court and render more “ificult
ita higher fumction. The Bupreme Court is
now carrying an unnocessary burden of ap-
peals of this kind, and [ earnestly urge Lhat
t be removed.

I wish te renew mY urrent roecom
tion made ¥ last ropusl maes
tavor of the of a law which shall
regulate the t mjunctions In eguity
without nc swdance with the best
practice n In vogus In the courts of tae
United States. 1 repard this of especial im-
portanc e It has been promised,
and wsecond be e It deprive those
who now complaln of certaln alleged abuses
in the improper lesuing of Injunc
out notlce of aky real ground for further
| amendment and will take away all som-
blance of suppirt for the extremely radical
ie ation they propose, which will be mosy
pernicious If sdoupted. wiili sap the founda-

tlons of judicial power, and legalise that
cruel soclal instrument, the secondary boy-
cult.

I turther recommend to Congress the pass-
age of the bill now p«ndlnj for the Increass
in salaries of the Federal Judgea The cost
of lving s such, especially In the large
cities, that even’the salaries fixed In the pro-
posed blll will enable the Incumbents to ac-
| cumulate lttle, If anything, to support their
| tamilles after thelr death.
| The postal savings bank system will
|be extended gradually. The application
' of business principlea hae resulted in the
| return of $L,600,000 of the $17,500,000 ap-
| propriated to cover the estimated de-
| fpit. The Fostmaster-General's esti-
| mates for the present year are a0 10w as
|to be within the expected revenue.
| ¥First, second and third-class postmas-

ters should be placed In the classifled
|service. The message adds:

| It s more logical to do this than to clase-
|1ty the fourth-cisss postmasters, for the
| ronson that the fourth-class postoffices are
| usunlly small and the postmasters Are neces-
earlly men who must combiune other busi-
neas with the postmastership, whereas, the
first, secand and third-class postmasters are
|mu|l & sufficlent amount to justify the re-
quirement that they shall have no other
business and that they shall devote thelr
|nl-mlon to their postoffice dutieaa To
| classify firat, second and third-clase post-
| mastars would require the passage of an
| aet changing the method of thelr appoint-
to takes away the necessity for
and consent of the Senate.

aware that this is Inviting from the
Ssnate a concesslon in respect to Its quasi-
executlve powers that s considerabls, bu
| balleve it to be In the Interest of good ad-
ministration and efficlency of service., To
make this change would take the post-
masters out of polities; would rellsve Con-
gressmen who are now burdened with the
necessity of making recommendations for
the places of a responsibility that must be
irksome and can create nothing but trouble;
and it would result In sscuring greater at-
tantion to business, greater fldelity and con-
sequently greater sconomy and efficlency
in the postoffices which they conduct.

]

The unreatricted manpsr in which the
franking privilege I8 now being ussd by
the several Federal wservices and by Con-
gress has lald [t open to serious abuses.
Whils It has been Imposslble without & bet-
ter control of franking to determine the ac-
tual expenss to the Government of this
practice, thers can be no doubt that it an-
nually reaches Into the millions. As the
first step In the direction of reforms special
stamps and stamped envelopes have been
provided for use Instead of franks in the
fres tranamission of the official mail re-
sulting from the business of the new postal
savings aystem. Ry properly recording the
lsnuance of such stamps and snvelopes, mec-
ecords can be kapt of the cost to
roment of handiing the postal sav-
1, which ls certain to become an
important item of expenss and one that
should be separately determined.

In my last messags | invited the atten-
tion of Congress to the Inadequacy of the
postal rats imposed upon second-ciass mall
matter Insofar ss that Includes magaszines,
and showed by figures preparsd by sxzperts
of the Postoffice Department that the Gov-
ernment would be rendering a service 1o
the magazines, costing many milllons In ex-
cosn of the compensation pald, An answer
was attampted to this by the representatives
of the magazines, and a reply was filed to
this answer by the Fostoffice Department.
The utter inadequacy of the answer, con-
sniderad in the light of the reply of the Post-
office Department, I think, must appeal to
any falr-minded person. Whether the an-
awar was all that could be said In behalf
of the magasines |» another questlon. 1
agree that the question Is ons of fact; but
I insist that If the fact is as the experts
of the Postoffice Department show, that we
are furnishing to the owners of magazines
a service worth milllons more than thay
pay for it, then justice requires that the rate
should be Increased. The Inereass In the
recalpts of the department resulting from
this change may be devoted to Increasing
the usefulness of the department In estab-
and In reducing the
age to 1 cent. It has
tmaster-General that &

eost of first-class |
been mald by the ¥

1911, the | felr adjustment might bo made under which

the ndvertising part of the magazine should
be charged for at a different higher
rate than that from the reading matter,
This would relleve many useful ma
that are not cireuiated at a profit,
would not shut them out from the use of
the malls by a prohibitory rate

With respect to the parcels post, I re-
spectfully recommend Its adoption on all
rural delivery routes, and that 11 pounds—
| the intsrnational limit—be made the lmit of
| carriage in such post, and this with & viaw
to Its genersl extension when the income
1nr the postoffice will permit It and the pos-
tul savings bank shall have beon fully sstab-
lished, The same argument ls mads against
the parcels post that was made against the
postal savinge bank-—that It is introducing
the Government into & business that ought
|te be conductsd by private persons. and s
patarnalism. The Postoffice Department has
| & great plant and a great organization, and,
with this machinery, It is able to do a great
many things economically that If & naw
aorganiEation were necessary it would be im-
possible to do without sxtravagant expenddi-
|ure.  That s the reason why the postal
savings bank can be carried on at a small
additlonal cost, an why it is possible to
incorporate st a very inconsiderable ex-
Pense & parcals post In the rural dellvery
aystem A general pareels poat
| volve & much groater outlay.

With reference to the governmeni of
Alaska | have nothing to add (o the recom-
mendations T made In my last message
of the subject. | am convinced thay the

unequal distribution and Its smaliness of
aboul 30.000, In relation to the enormous

expanss of territory, make it altogether tm-

practicable to give to those people who are |

| In Alaska today and may not be t
| yeur hence the wer to eloct & Lagh
|tu govern

they have & relation po
i n

ature

tary that It

! with
vroad

o mest the local needs, than to eon
with a few remedial powers, ar te make a
government whare there s net
| praper foundation on which to rest (b
The suggestlon that the appointment of
| & commission will lead to the control of
llhl government hy corporate or selfish and
sxpioiting Interests has not the slightest
foundation In fact
| worked well tn the Philippines and would
work well in Alasks, and those who are

really interssted in the devalopment
of that territory for the benelll of the |
people who live In It and the benefit of

the poopls of the United ®iates. whoa own
should support the jnstitution of such
& goverament.

1 have been asked to pecommend that the
eredit of the Covernmaat be extended 1o
aid the construction of wailroads in Alaska
I am not ready now to do wso A greal
many millions of dollars have bLeen already
expended in the coastruction of wut least
two raliroads, and if lawas Le passed preo-
viding for the proper development of the
resourves of Alaska, imlly for the apei-
ing up of the coal l::sl belleve that the
capital already Inves will Induce the
Investment of more ocapital. sufficlent 1o
compiete the rallroads bLullding, and to fur-
nish cheap coal not guly to Alaska but to
the whole Pacific Conat. The passage of &
law permittiing the jeasing of Government
coal lands in Alsaka after public competl-
tion and the appoimiment [or the govern-
ment of the territory of a commisson with
ennbling powers 1o mest ¢ local meeds
will lead to an Improvement In Alaska and
the development of her resources that s
lkely 1o surprise the country.

I have slready referred to the forests of
the United States and their extent, and
have urged, sa 1 do again, the removal of
the limitation of the power upon the Ex-
ecutive to reserve tracts of land In wix
Western States In which withdrawal for this
purpose s now forbldden, The Secretary of
Agriculture gives a wery full description of
tne disastrous fires that occurred during Lhe
last Bummer in the National forests. The
Bocretary estimates that standing timber
of the value of 128,000,000 was desiroyed.
Bevenly-six persons in the employ af the
Forest Bervice wera killed and many more
Injured, and | regret to say that thers I8 ho
provizioa In the law by which the expensas
for their hospital treatment or of their in-
ierment could be met out of public funde

The Red Cross gomtributed $1000 and the
remainder was made up Ly private contribu.
tlon, principally by the Forest Service snd
ita ofMiclala recommend that sultable
legislation be sdopled to ¢nable jhe secre-
tary of Agriculture to meot the obligation
of the Governmeng Iln this respect,

Proper protection mecessitates, as the Bee-
etlary points out, the expenditure ¢f & good
deal more money in the development of
roads and trails In the forests, the estabilliah-
ment of loskuut statlons and telephone ¢on-
nection belween them and places where as-
alstance can be s

The amount of reférestation shown In the
report of the Forest Service—ouly about
15,0040 acres na compared with th D, (e, -
000 acres of Natlonal forests—secnis small,
and am giad 10 note that in this regard
the Sscretary of Agriculture and the chief of
the Forest Service are jooking together (o
the further foreatation of Government land.

Progress has been made in learning by ex-
periment the best meltods of reforestation.
Congress is appealsd to now by the SBecre-
tary of Agriculture to make the appropria-
tion nesded for the enlarging of the Fo-est
Service In this regard. | hope that Con-
groes will approve and adopt the estimute of
the Secretary for thia purposs,

The taking of the census has preceeded
with prompiness and officles I concur
with the Secrelary lu will be more
tharough and acourate any census
wheh has
not perfect

The motive t
clvle pride to
us returns in
the population of a parti
strong obough to lead t
to n few cities In this cou

ular eity has been
raud In respect
try, and 1 have

directed the Altorney-iU ral o proceed

with all the vigor < against those
who are rosponsible for these frauds
They have been discovered and they will

uracy of Lthe cen-
shest lmportance
s soct should mot

not interfere with the a
wue, but it s of the
that official inguiry of t
be embarrasecd by frau
in some private or logal

The amissloner of Corporations has
just completed the frst part of a report on
the lumber Industry in the Unlted Biatea
Thias part does not treat of the question
of & trust or combination in the manufac-
ture of lumber, a subject to be dealt with
later. The Commissioncr does find, however,
n change in the ownership of the standing
1im of the United States other than the

rmmuent timber, that calls for serious at-
tantion.

The direct Investigation made by the Com-
missioner covered an area which contailns

S per cent of the privalely owned tim-
bar of the country. His report shows that
me-half of the timbar in this area Is owned
by 200 Individusls and corporations; that

14 per cent Iln owned by three corporationa
and that there I8 very extenslve Inter-
iwnerahip of stock, as well as other eir-
rumstances, all pointing to friendly rela-
tlons smong those who own & majority of

this timber, & relationship which might
lead to s combination for the malntenance
f a price that would be very detrimental
to the public Interest and would greate
the necessity of removing all tarl® ob-
stacles to the free lumber importation from

ither countriea

The making of matches from phos-
phorus should be discouraged by the Im-
position of a heavy federal tax, the
Presldent belleves, because of the fright-
ful diseases Incldent to the procesa, and
because matches can be made of ma-
terials wholly lnnocuous e

The message recommends a law pro-
viding that no laborer or mechanic doing
any part of the work contemplated in &
contract of the United States for a
contractor or any subcontractor shall be
required or permitted to work more than
elght hours In any one calendar day.

The President declares that immigra-
tion Into this country is Increasing
cach year. He deprecates the proposed
enlargement of the bulldings at Ellis
lsland for the purpese of permlitting
the examination of more Immigrants
a day than are now examined. “If,”
he says, “it Is understood that no more
immigrants can be taken in at New
York than are now taken In and the
steamship companies thus are given a
reason and a motive for transferring
immigrants to other ports, we can be
confident that they will be better dis-
tributed throughout the country. Every.
thing which tends to send the imml-
grants west and south into rural Iife
helps the country.

“The recommenfation of the SHecre-
tary In which he urges that the law
may be amended 80 as to discourage the
separation of families 18, I think, a
good one”

The President says that the Import-
ance of the Civil Service law Is Increas-
Ing and recommends that power be given
him to extend Its operation to all local
officers under the Treasury Department,
the Department of Justice, the Postof-
flea Department, the Interfor Depart-
ment and the Department of Commerce
and Labor. Certalnty of tenure, he be-
lleves, would resuit in better service. A
better system of promotlons ought to be
devised,

The message comments upon the dif-
terence between the adminlatrative effl-
tlency of the work of the Government
and that of a private corporation. He

president of A private corporstion
doing w0 vast a b e an the Gover
transacis would, through competent ape-
maintaly the closeat serutiny on the
O A ive efficiency and the comparative
t in emch division or department of busi-
He would know precissly what the
en and the activities of each buresu or
divislon are In order Lo prevent overlapping.
%o adeguate machinery al present existe
tor supplying the President of the United
Ztates with such information respecting the
business for which he s responsible.

Students of the University of Mis-
souri have formed a suffragette elub,

A new £30,000 Presbyterian church
has just been completed at Corvallis,
Or.

A rich Kansas woman, her son and
two hired men were beaten to death by

islation enacted “In the Interest of the "UMbar. which the new census shows to be|

misused the mafitng’ privilege and vio- | tinue the present Insufficlent governmen: |

Bucrh a governmeni

robbers.

A New York hotel keeper died of
fright resulting from being held up by
two negro highwaymen.

Women voters in Washington are

will 8- | now worried over the fact fhat they

are also subject to jury service.

The Portland Gas com has or-
dered about 13,000 tons of Bp. to be

The duties of the Department of Jus- | migratory charmcter of the population, its|used in extending its service the com-

ing year.

An Oregon man claims that inhaling
che fumes from an empty whiskey

® * task has cured several cases of con-

% immense tarritory to which | sumption.
ittle permanent |
e far hotter for the development of the |

After an all.-day artillery duel in

o A eramiemittel 1o & svm- | which over 200 were killed, a mutinous
mited legisiative powsrs sufficiently battalion of the Brasilian navy was

subdued and

A Chicago woman charges that
grand jury secrets were divulged to the
Brick trust by a division
ent in the department of justie.

Large forces of Mexican government

‘troope and revolutionists are camped

about 40 miles apart, receiving rein-
foreements and for a battle.

ENGINEERS VOTE TO STRIKE,

If Demands Are Refused, Clash May
Be Greatest in History,

Chicago—Warren 8. Stone, grand
chief of the Brotherhood of Locovo-
tive!Engineers, and four of his assist-
ants spent Saturday canvassing the re-
cent strike vote taken by the men on
the Western railroads.

Mr. Stone estimated that 96 per cent
of the enginemen favored a strike,
The next move, according to Mr,
Stone, is with the railroads,

The railroads affected in the present
controversy are those extending west
from Chicago, and if the engineers
strike the Eastern roads will not be
drawn into the controvresy. There is
always a chance, however, of a sym-
pathetie strike, and in that event the
Eastern engineers would join the strik-
ers, Switching service in the Chicago
yards would be brought to a standstill,

Sixty-one railroads will be affected
if the engineers vote to strike and
their terms are not accepetd by the
managers. The number of enginemen
employed on these roads is 33,700. The
lines represent 136,000 miles of road,
or 53 per cent of the total mileage of
the country.

This vote is the first that has ever
been ordered by the Brotherhood of
Engineers on a general scale and it is
the first of any kind to be taken since
the strike on the Burlington in 1888,

“*Our brotherhood is known through-
out the country for its conservatism,'’
suid Grand Chief Stone, ““and when
we take a strike vote it means some-
thing. The managers tried to take ad-
vantagel of us because we have not
been inclined to strike in the past.
We have done our best to maintain
harmony, and have even made conces-
sions that our men would not be wil-
ling to accept. If it comes to a
strike, which now seems likely, we
will tie up every road west of Chi-
cago."

After months of negotiations the
demands of the engineers now are
some 7 per cent higher than the rail-
road managers are willing to grant,
If the demands are not acceded to a
strike that will close the throttle of
every railroad locomotive west, south
and north of Chicago may be ecalled
within five hours, it was intimated.

Conditions on Coast.

0. R. & N. Co., $4.40 to $5.20 for
a run of 100 miles or less, to be com-
pleted in 10 hours or less.

Southern Pacific, $3.75 to $5.17 for a
run of 100 miles or less, to be com-
pleted in 8 hours or less.

Overtime, pro rata. .

General increase requested 15 per
cent.

Number of engineera affected 425,

HOME RULE FOR IRELAND.

If Liberals Win in England,
Dream Is Realized.

Liverpool, Eng. — Premier Asquith
has pronounced home rule for Ireland
the leading issue in the present cam-
paign. This momentous pronounce-
ment was made in a small schoolhouse
of a remote village in Secotland but al-
ready it has stirred the whole British
Islands and eclipsed all other issues in
the fight.

The pronouncement was made in
answer to a ‘‘heckler’” as the typical
disturber of British political meetings
is called.

“Is it the truth,"” asked this heckler,
““that, if the Liberal government is re-
turned to power in this election, it will
give Ireland a measure of home rule?”’
“‘My reply,” said Asquith, ““is, ‘it

Though Redmond was well aware
that it was Asquith’s intentionl to give
Irish home rule an immediate chance,
the carpers and factionists in Ireland
have been insisting that Asquith was a
trickster and that Redmond was his
dupe. But even the Dublin Independ-
ent, chief supporter of the Healy fac-
tion, confesses that Asquith's confes-
sion leaves no more to be said, and is
entirely satisfactory.

Irish

8

Landis Merciful to Youth,

Chicago—Boles Kaktovich, 17 years
old, who confessed to stealing $2 from
a registered letter, will not be sen-
tenced until after the Christmas holi-
days. ‘I can't sentence this boy
now,'" said Judge Landis, in the Uni-
ted States court, after giving the case
consideration. “‘I can’t do it. Christ-
mas is coming on and he has four little
brothers and sisters at home. 1 shall
allow him to remain with them until
after Christmas. Let him come here
again- on January 9 and I'll see what
1 will do then.""

Hance Gave Bed to Grant,

Seattle, Wash, — Celebrating his
ninetieth birthday anniversary, Byron
8. Hance, assistant attorney general
of the United States during the admin-
istration of General U. 8, Grant, and
personal friend of Sheridan, Sherman
and other great generals, received con-
gratulations from a host of friends.
Despite his years, Mr. Hance is in
good health, but his hands are erippled
by rheumastism, which he contracted
when he gave up his bed to Genersal
Grant and slept on the ground.

Tornado Twirls Things.

Silverton, Or.—A tornado, small in
area, which passed about two miles
southeast of this city struck the house
occupied by Arthur Buell and family,
hurled it from its foundations and
turned it partially around. Aside from
breaking nearly all the dishes in the
house and slightly injuring some of

John D. to Be Santa Claus.

N. Y.—John D. Rocke-
feller is to be Santa Claus this year
for Idren. Cards were
distributed all over the village an-
nouncing that all children who are
members of the Sunday school of Mr.

ORCHARD BRINGS $300,000.
Michigan  Capitalists Buy Great
ILownsdale Property.

Lafayette — Millard O, Lownsdale,
pioneer orchardist of Oregon, and
founder of the great apple growing in-
dustry in the Northwest, has retired
from active life. He has sold his 300-
sere orchard near Layfayette to a eom-
pany of Michigan capitalists. Al-
though Mr, Lownsdale is wmilent as to
the financial consideration which the
deal involves, it is understood that the
purchase price is close to $300,000,
Mr. Lownsdale was virtually the
pioneer of all latter-day apple growers
in the Willamette valley. When he
planted his orchard 21 years ago apple
growing was almost a lost art. The
possibility of growing apples often had
been denied, even the pioneers of the
valley having concluded that it was not
possible to produce the wonderful re-
sults that had given the wvalley a
great reputation before the fruit pests
appeared.

The work of Mr, Lownsdale has re-
established the apple growing industry
in the great valley reaching from Port-
land to Fugene, His orchard has been
a material demonstration of his ideas,
this year ecrowning his success with a
record produetion of 75,000 boxes.

Mr. Lownsdale has in mind the es-
tablishment of a market for handling
the fruit of this region, and hopes to
perfect the organization of a Willam-
ette \"nlleygmu Growers' association,
the object being to provide a common
channel for the output.,

RECLAIM 15,000 ACRES.

Weed Interests Build Big Levee in
[Waod River Valley.

Klamath Falls—To reclaim 15,000
acres of land in the Wood River valley,
a levee 24 miles in length is being
built by Senator Abner Weed, of Sis-
kiyou, Cal. The work is about half
finished.

Senator Weed owns 15,000 acres of
land in the valley between the mouth
of Wood river-and the mouth of Seven-
mile creek, and this levee along the
lake shore is to protect these large
holdings from the lake overflow in the
wet seasons. This land of the sena-
tor’s is_some of the beet in this valley
for hay and grazing purposes, The
levee will serve as an embankment to
keep the water from overflowing the
land and the ditch will serve as a drain
for the wet land lying along it.

OREGON COW_BRINGS 8700,

W. O. Minor Gets Top Price for
_[Shorthorn at Chicago Show.
“Chicago — **Bright Star,” a Short-
horn cow brought to the International
Livestock exhibition by W. 0. Minor,
of Heppner, Or., was sold for §700,

The animal is 2 years old. Mr.
Minor has secured top prices for all the
breed animals he brought ta the show,
besides winning several prizes with
them.,

W. A. Forbes, of Sacramento, Cal.,
is attending the show, with the inten-
tion of buying 300 dairy cattle to take
back to his California farm. He is
the proprietor of one of the largest
dairies on the Coast.

Three Postoffices for Crook.

Prineville—Three postoffices were
established in Crook county December
1. Hat Rock is a new office, 11 miles
from Piineville, It is located south
and east of Powell Buttes, near the
Prineville Bear Creek Butte road.
Mrs, Louise E. Becker is postmistress,

Rolyat is situated in Ireland wvalley,
almost south of Prineville, about 50
miles. The postmaster is Mr, Schrad-
er. His mail supply will come from
Prineville and will be delivered once a
week by the Prineville-Fife stage line,

La Pine ia the postoffice for the new
town, which takes the place of Ros-
land. It is near the location of the
former Rosland office, on the line of
the Oregon Trunk railroad. The mail
supply will be daily over the Prine-
ville-Silver Lake line.

Indians Have New Schools.

Klamath Falls — Three new day
schools for the use of the Indian boys
and girls were opened on the reserva-
tion December 1, Two are at Yainax
and the other at Chiloquin bridge.
Besides these the dormitory at the
‘agency and some of the other buildings
are to be remodeled at an expense of
about $10,000. A change in the name
of two of the places on the reservation
is to be made. The place now called
Sprague will be ecalled Chiloquin,
while Chiloguin will be named
Sprague.

Handla Mill In Operation Again.

Bandon—The Bandon Broom Handle
mill is running again, and will contin-
ue to run all winter. The mill is be-
ing operated by Glen Cox, Harold Nel-
son and Walter Farrier, while M. F.
Shoemaker has contracted to furnish
the material and handle the output of
the mill. Mr, Shoemaker has made
arrangements with all the sawmills of
this community for the squares, so
there will be no trouble to get a good
supply of material,

Cows Pay Well,

Monmouth— Frank Loughary is tak-
ing $100 a month from the product of
16 cows. Besides this cash revenue,
he has lots of skim milk to feed to his
pigs, and he aima to turn them off at 8
months old, weighing 200 pounds each,
With hogs selling at $9 a hundred in
the market one can readily see that
this is a quick way of bringing in good
money at practically no outlay.

Oldest Peach Tree Dies.
Jacksonville—On Thanksgiving day,
weighted down with two inches of
heavy snow, the first peach tree to be
anted in Southern Oregon bowed ita
and died. Peter Britt planted
the tree in 18567 in his yard in Jackson-
ville and it has borne fruit continuous-

Lﬁm 1860, It was no doubt one of
oldest fruit trees in Oregon.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AND
PROGRESS OF OUR HOME STATE

STATE TO USE ONE SCHOOL.

- i ——

Three of the Four Normals Wil Re-
main Cloeed.

There will probably be no state nor-
mal school next year except at Mon-
mouth, the institution provided by an
initintive measure at the recent elee-
tion. This is the opinion of W. B.
Ayer, a member of the board of regenta
for the state normal schools. The
schools at Drain, Ashland and Weston
will remain idle unless the legislature
makes provision for their mainte-
nance, which is regarded as unlikely
by those close to the situation.
The board of regents is composed of
the governor, secretary of state, super-
intendent of public instruction; E. E.
Bragg, of Union county; C. E. Spence,
head of the State Grange; Stephen
Newell, of Grants Puss; Henry J.
Maier, of The Dulles; E. Hofer, of
Salem, and C. L. Starr, of Salem.
The governor is chairman of the board,
A meeting will y not be called
until the latter part of January, when
incoming officers who will have charge
of the schools may be present.
““Undoubtedly the normal school at
Monmouth will be the only one main-
tained next year,' said Mr. Ayer, ‘a8
the legislature made no appropriation
for other schools. The board of re-
gents has no power to dispose of nor-
mal sehool p , and [ suppose the
schools at Drain, Ashland and Weston
will [remain idle. The meeting of the
is subject to call of the chair-
man. [ do not think it would be ad-
visable to call 8 meeting until some-
time in January, when all the mem-
bers, who will have direct supervision
of the normal schools, will be present.
““A meeting in January would also
be to advantage, as the legislature will
then be in session, and the board would
go before that body with matter per-
taining to the various institutions."

Tax Exemption is Void.

Salem — In response to an inquiry
from C. P. Strain, county assessor at
Pendleton, Attorney General Crawford
has submitted an opinion in whieh he
states that the householders’ exemp-
tion of $300, included in the assess-
ment law of 1807, is not wvalid, since
the taxation amendment to the consti-
tution has become law. The attorney
general states that the exemption pro-
vision was declared unconstitutional
prior to the enactment of 1907 and that
a law unconstitutional at the time of
its enactment is void.

Oxford Accepts Papers.

University of Oregon, Eugene —
Word has come from Oxford uni-
versity, Oxford, England, that the ex-
aminers’ board was satisfied with the
Cecil Rhodes scholarship examination
papers presented by Dean Collins and
William E, 8. John, of the University
of Oregon, and Henry R. Bowler and
Carroll H. Wooddy, of McMinnville
college. The examinations were held
in Eugene in October and included Lat-
in, arithmetic and higher mathematics.

Four Postmasters Named.

Washington—Postmasters were ap-
pointed as follows: Barlow, Clacka-
mas county, James M. Erickson; Cove,
Union county, Helen M. Ramsdell;
New Pine Creek, Lake county, Henry
Nendt, Jr.; Willamina, Yamhill coun-
ty, Ora Godsey.

PORTLAND MARKETS.

Wheat — Track prices: Bluestem,
84¢c; club, 82¢; red Russian, 80¢; val-
ley, 82¢; forty-fold, B3e,
uBuley—Feed, £22 per ton; brewing,

3.

Milletuffs—Bran, $24@25 per ton;
middlings, $29¢231; shorts, $25.50626;
rolled barley, $24.506225,50,

Hay—Track prices: Timothy, Wil-
lamette valley, $206122 per ton; East-
ern Oregon, $23@24; alfalfa, $14615;
grain hay, $14.50G016.50; clover, $13@
14

Corn—Whole, $29; cracked, $30 ton.

Oats — No. 1 white, $27.50628.50.

Poultry—Hens, 15¢ pound; springs,
14%e; ducks, white, 166017¢; geese,
12¢; turkeys, live, 20¢; dressed, 22@
28¢; squabs, $2 per dozen.

Eggs—Oregon ranch, candled, 45e
per dozen; Eastern, Aprils, 32¢; East-
ern fresh, 38c.

Batter—City creamery, solid pack,
87c per pound; butter fat, 356@37e;
Eastern, 31@84e,

Pork—Fancy, 10@11e per pound.

Veal—Fancy, 85 to 125 pounds, 121
@18 per pound,

Apples—King, 40@76¢ per box;
Wolf river, TheGi$1; Waxen, The@$1;
Baldwin, 75c$1.25; Northern Spy,
T6c@$1.25; Snow, $1.26601.50; Spits-
enbergs, $1.252; Winter Banana,
$1.76a3.50.

Green Fruite—Pears, $1.2502 per
box; grapes, $161.36; eranberries,
$10.506@11 per barrel,

Vegetables — Beans, 10Gi1le per
pound; cabbage, $1601.25 per hundred;
cauliflower, $2612.25 per crate; celery,
California, $363.25 per crate; pump-
king, 1@1'¢e per pound; sprouts, 7
G8ec; squash, 1601 \ie; tomatoes, $1.25
per box; earrots, $1611.25 per hundred;
:-mip-. $1@ 1.25; turnips, $1; beets,

1,256z 1.50,

Potatoes—Oregon, $1.25 hundred.

Onions—Oregon, jobbing price, $1.40
@1.50 per hundred.

Cattle—Prime steers, $6.75@6; good
to choice, $5.25@5.75; fair to good,
$4.75605.25; ecommon, $4614.50; choice
to prime cows, §4.76615: good to
choice, beef cows, $4.254.75; fair to
good, $3.75G14.25; common to fair, $2
@3.50; good to choice heifers, $4.75@
5; fair to £4.50614.75; ecommon
to fair, 14.25; choice to f
bulls, $464.25; fair to good, $3 6064
common, $2,506:3.50; good choice light
calves, §7@7.50; fair to good, $6.506@
7 mhmiuMnh‘ $5.2561
6; to good, $4.76615.25; common,
$3. 7560 4.75; choice
Y ons - Choicer #7.15648; good

ogs — ce, §7. H to
choice, ﬂ.'lﬂﬂ‘lﬁ::. ted,

Sheep—Year wethers, grain
$4.75G15; old, grain fed, $4.25G24.50;
choice fed, 3.76604;

s




