TOPICS OF THE TIMES

A CHOICE SELECTION OF INTER-
ESTING ITEMS.

“gmments and Critlcisms Based
Upon the Happenings of the Day
—Historical and News Notes.
Many a man who eats pie with a

Enife wishes he had an ax.

The tall that trles to wag the dog
18 bound to be cut off sooner or later.

Again let us acknowledge that the
wireless is worth much wmore than It
has ever cost.

Sarah Bernhardt hs going to make a
farewell tour of this country. This
is probably the llvglnnlng of a babit

The death of King L--upuhi removes
from the scene of action one of the
most remarkable sets of whiskers in
the world,

A Californla judge has decided that
the mule Is a deadly weapon. It will,
theréfore, be agalnst the law to carry
your mules concealed,

Taking her by and large and on the
average, the girl who thinks she can
sing coon songs la not very popular
with anybody worth while,

A Pittsburg man who stole $22,500
says he gave it to the poor. Perhaps
it was through a mere oversight that
be falled to add “chorus girls.”

New Hampshire agaln springs Into
fame. One of Its enthusiastic citizens
1s reported to possess a desire to bulld
a sanitarium to be devoted to the cure
of blues.

Another advance in the price of golf
balls is announced, but we are glad to
be able to assure the public that no
immediate Increase in the cost of cro-
quet mallets s thmtenad

Willlam E. Gladstone used to set up
the clalm that he was able to preserve
his vigor by swinging an ax. It has
been found that operating a snow-
shovel is just as Invigorating as chop-
ping wood.

Governor Hughes says he Is golng to
retire from polities and earn some
money for his family. One of the un-
satisfactory things about being the
kind of a politiclan that Governor
Hughes Is I3 the lack of financial re-
turns,

In the year 2110, according to Thom-
as A. Edison, even the common laborer
will be able to llve as well as the
man who has an Income of $200,000
is able to live at present. When that
comes to pass what object will any-
ane have in being a common laborer?

A horrible calamity ls elamoring at
the door of every husband In the land.
It woman succeeds In securing the
Fight to vote, she will start to bet hats
on the result of the elections. Hus-
bands will have to pay for these “mer-
ry widows"” and “peach-baskets.” It
will be a blow almed at the very vitals
of our financial system,

Bvery year locomotives kill more
than five thousand persons while they
are walking along the rallroad tracks,
where, of course, hardly any of them
have any business to be, The rall-
roads are public highways, certainly,
but they are not to be used by foot
passengers, any more than those other
public highways, the country roads,
are to be used by fast express tralns.

Perhaps there will be another steam
oavigation centenary at Detroit, a few
yearas hence. On August 27, 1818, the
first steamboat on the Great Lakes,
Walk-in-the-Water, arrived before De-
troit, having come up from Black
Rock, Buffalo, where It was launched,
It Is amusing to rend that {ts englnes
were so Inadequate that It could not
make head against the current of the
Detroft river, and had to be helped
up by a dozen yoke of oxen ut the
end of a tow-rope.

Envious American women will be
interested in the wonderful “charac-
ter” glven to the “electric Mary Ann"
by the British electrical engineer who
invented her. “Mary Ann' Is a small
wlectric motor which meets a wide
varfety of wants. It occuples less room
than a typewrlter and welghs only
seventeen pounds, so that it can be
carried to any part of the house, Con-
nection with an ordinary electric light
clreult furnishes the power, where-
upon “Mary Ann" works the washing
machine or wringer, sweeps, dusts,
Irons, washes dishes, chops meat,
churns, peels potatoes, stones ralsins,
kneads dough, beats eggs, or runs the
sewing machine. Moreover, she works
at small expense, never asks a day
off or an evening out, and has no “fol-
lowers.” 1If she can be made to take
her orders from a phonograph and not
talk back, she will come near to be
Ing the long=sought solution of the
servant glrl questiom.

An !:nslinh\mmnn who came to this
continent last fall to attend the meet-
Ing of the Britlah Association for the
Adfancement of Sclence, In Winnipeg,
remarked of a visit to aequalntances
in this country, “Do you know, they
live in a wooden housa!” Among
English, and Indeed most continental
peaple, the remark may appear only
as the expression of a natural and le
gitimate surprise; but to Amerlcans
It suggests an amuosing Ignorance of
conditiona In this country. It ls thowe
conditions, nevertheless, which are
largely responsible for the stupendous
annual fire loss in the United States,
and the great cost of protection
against fire, as compared with corre-
sponding figures In Europe, Accord-
Ing to statistics gathered by the cen-
sus burecau the average annual cost
of fire protection to each cltizen In
one hundred and fifty-elght Ameriean
cities Is one dollar and sixty-five conts.
In Berlin it is tweny-six cents, In Lon-
don nineteen cents, St Palersburg
m:rm cents, Parls twenty-one

Stockholm twenty-three cents.
There Is no country In the world
where fire departments have reached
& higher state of efficlency, or where
mﬂmelt I8 better than In the

Btates. Most of the modern
fire-fighting appliances, indeed, are of
American Invention and manufacture;
wet tn anite of this the total fre loss

in this country in 1907 was two hunm-|
|dred and fifteen million dollars, or
more than two and onehalf dollars
per eapita. In Europe it was forty-
eight cents per capita. The dll-uuu'
against this country s due chiefly to
the materials and methods of con|
gtruction in the United States. |
short, the explanation les largely in/
the Englishwoman's remark. We stlll
live In wooden houses, She might|
have added that we bulld them with-|
out & thought that they may burn, and |
therefore in a way to make them the|
easlest possible prey for the ﬂnmu,[

Several of our u*.atea hn\'a shown a |
real Interest In the questlon of “uni-
versal” old-age pensions on the Eng-|
lish model, and of course the speclal |
question of retiring on allowance su-|
perannuated publlc employes is grow-
ing more acute, as s evidenced by the
vigorous advocacy of elvil pensions by
the Taft administration. In Massachu-
getts old-age pension bills have been
g0 numerous that the Legislature has
found it necessary to create a commit-
tee to make a thorough investigation
of the various retiring systems In
force in Europe and Amerlca, not only
in public services, but In the large
financial and Industrial establishments.
The committee has done its work con-
sclentlously and well, and its data and
conclusions should be studied by the
legislators and soclal reformers of the
other states. The committee rejects
the radical principle of “unlversal”
old age pensions pald by the publie
treasury. It belleves that such a
scheme as England has adopted—and
is about to extend under political pres-
sure and party rivalry in “promlses”—
s decidedly unfavorable to the devel-
opment of thrift. It thinks, too, that
it would be unjust to the general tax-
payers and too costly to be malntained.
But It strongly Indorses the principle
of contributory retiring pensions for
public as well as private employes, It
points out that of late American banks,
rallronds and manufacturing corpora-
tions have been spontaneously estab-
lishing old age pension systems from
motives of enlightened self-interest,
and it hopes that employers will in-
creasingly follow these examples. It
Is doubtful whether penslons to the
aged could ever be pald by state or
nation In this cougtry under our con-
stitutional system. But to voluntary
schemes, contributed to by employes
and employers, and to retiring plans
for public servants, there are no le-
gal dificulties, and rapld progress in
those directions may be looked for.
Proper provision for old age Is a com-
dition of efcieney and a sign of na-
tional prudence and thrift,

Samuel Adjal Crowther, an African
slave boy who became a bishop, de-
Hghted to tell to his children the story

of how he put on hils first shoes. In
“The Black Bishop" Jesse Page glves
the story in the bishop's own words.
Four of the puplls in the missionary's
school had been promoted to the posi-
tion of monitors. This was at Fourah
Bay College, under Rev, Charles Haen-
sel,

To glve effect to our positlon, we
were allowed to wear shoes. Strong,
tout shoes, with very thilck soles,
ere procured and glven to us; they
were called “Blucher shoes"

On a Saturday afternoon we were
called, received a palr each, and were
told to wear them every Sunday to |
church at St, George's Cathedral, a dis- |
tance of about three mliles.

Never having had shoes ‘on before, |
we began practicing In our dormitory
that evening. None of us could move
a step after lacing up on our feet the
unwieldy articles, and consequently
we were objects of laughter to ocur |
puplls.

An Idea struck me at once, which I
put Into execution. Crawling to a
corner of the room, I first knelt down,
then holding on to the wall for sup-
port, 1 stood up, and still belng sup-
ported by the wall I stepped round
the room many times, the others fol-
lowing my example, till we were able
to leave the wall, stand alone, or move
about without support,

You ean well Imagine what a burden
this was to us, and after loslng sight
of the college we sat on the grass, took
off the shoes, walked barefoot and put
them on only at the porch of the
church, We did the same om return-
ing to college. After some months'
practice we were able to move better
in them, but complained how they hurt
our feet, and would rather be without
them. Put after some months we in-
vested In the purchase of boots our-
selves, and were always careful to buy
those that made nolse and creaked as |
we walked, to our great delight and
the admiration of our puplls.

|

To Get His Money's Waorth,

In a village near Edinburgh there |
lived an old baker and hls son. Thelr
trade was In a flourishing r-undlt!on,l
but unfortunately In the midst of thelir
prosperity the old man, who had once
been a great drinker, turned Insane.
The son, who was renowned for his|
love of money, was forced to put html
In a lunatic asylum and, according tu|
the terms of the establishment, to pay|
n fee for three months In advance,
amounting to £30. The old man was
scarcely In a fortnight, however, when
he dled, The son, thinking to ralse
an action against the establishment
for the recovery of the, as he termed
it, unused money, Inquired of an old |
lawyer who was a bit of a wag whether |
he thought It would be prudent to tn!
to recover the money or not. The
chlp of the law, putllng on a sra“‘
face, replied seriously, “D'yve no tmnk
it wad be best to gang and put in the
rest o' the time yorsel'?

Mars' Canals.

Bill—I see a wise astronomer Is
telllng the peopla that he has motlced
some disturbance on Mars.

Jill—Perhaps it's one of those canal
mules kicking again—Yonkers States
man.

There will probably never be any
monuments unvelled In memory of
the man who Invented the alarm clock.

Men agree pretty well on one point:
They don't like the Idea of some other

man svending thelr life Insurance

|ously or more out of habit.
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REFORM THE LAND LAWS,

OW backward we are still Is shown by the
fact that no urgency of publie opinion nnd

no pressure of common

bal )l )ems)
v

t:ﬂ=
i,",. i

agencles of justice are

thelr especial profit,

before we can hope to see It supreme
and distribution,
must be restored before the country
realize upon or retaln
World's Work,

DON'T PUNISH THE FAMILIES,

EARLY everybody nowidarl fancles he per-
celves wherein the soclal organlzation can

be improved. Once In

tion, jalls and the like, be diverted

the State and pald to the destitute wife or family, whose
livellhood is suspended during the sentence of the cul-

rit.
s A wite beater or a child beater is
and punished. But the punishment
family, dependent on the wages he
gerving hls sentence.

tion.

will suffer.
Money derived from fines or from

the State can dispense with, provided it Is used to sup-
ply families with necessities until the brute Is returned

to soclety to make a living for his

ceeded In making the preliminary step—a
reasonable reform of ‘the land laws,

ering and punishing land
crimes were Invited by legislation apparently framed for
The repeal of the desert land act,
the timber and stone act, and the stringent enforcement
of the provisions of the homestead act are necessary to
honest dealing with the land question. Speculators and
land grabbers prevent this, while occasional Congress-
men and Senators-are smirched and disgraced by particl
pating In land frauds., We have enlarged the unit of
public land for Alaska, in order to tempt dishonesty
there. We have made it 160 acres for land reclaimed at
great expense, although a large family could not possibly
cultivate twenty acres of this land as it should be. Per-
haps economy must be substituted for the extravagance
pnow too prevalent in every department of government

But this plain business conception

its most valuable resources.—

does suggest a conctrete change that luokl
good., A judge in Chicago r
that a portion of the fines or the labor of
prisoners In bridewells, houses of correc-

Waomen and children, too, are de-
terred from complaining agalnst the bully and rufflan,
because they prefer his blows and abuse to near starva-
Many an lll-used wife has begged the judge to let
her husband off because while he i8 in prison her babes

honesty has yet suc. | Upon the State.

The

employed in discov-
thieves whose

land

wias Ineffective,

in land reclamation
can hope elther to
of Celorado.

than at present,

Courler-Journal.
a while somebody

C

Senator—name,

from the coffers of

from
properly convicted

falls also upon his
cannot earn while

labor of prisoners,

are taken by our

own. Money thus

needed the money.
tion of $10 an acre the land to-day would
be worth a billlon dollars. As a matter of fact, some of
it s worth several times $10 an acre and is all the time
becoming more valuable,

There was opposition to the sale at the time, but it
Those who favored the sale contended
thit the land was worthless and that the United States
Government was buying an elephant.
thought it wise to sell, and the ceal was put through.
The territory sold now covers the eastern halfl of New
Mexico, a corner of Oklahoma and Kansas and a strip

where there has
Balley, of Texas—has raised the ques
tion of State rights.
ators, the question s not raised. This Government pro-
vides life-saving stations along the coast,
water and on the Great Lakes, and places there trained
men, ready on a moment’s notice o rush to the rescue
of sallors aund others Imperiled by the waters. Why
pot also have these life-saving stations distributed prop-
erly over the country, where they can go quickly to
gave the lives of men’ in danger in mines?
fs a good one and the country will be gratified Il steps

expended would be a real saving to the Stats, since It
would prevent the breaking up and demoralization of
familles and would keep some from lapsing Into charges
Also there would be less wife bealing
and general brutality, or else more punishment for the
same.~Minneapolis Journal.

-

AN EXAMPLE OF PROGRESS,
N 1850 Texas sold to the United States a
strip of territory approximating 100,000,
000 acres for $10,000,000. Texas was larger
then than she is now and was in debt,

The
was considered valuable and Texas
At an average valua

The Legisiature

If Texas had retained that land she won'd to-day be
about onethird larger and a billlen doliais wealthier
The outcome Is a striking illustration
of the growth and progress of this country.—Loulavilie

LIFE-SAVING STATIONS FOR MINERS.

ONGRESS Is earnestly taking up the ques-
tion of making the life of a miner more
secure,
ready taken some steps in this direction,
looking to the establishment of stations

The Federal (iovernment has al-
which experts may go out to mines
been a disaster., One
To the credit of all the other Sen-

both on salt

The work

Congress to further promote this

work.—Danville Commercial News.

DO YOU BELIEVE IN SIGNS?

Omens That Foretell Weather and
Dreams That Signify Fate,

In all times superstitions have had
a powerful hold on men and women,
high and low. The great Napoleon
himself was a bellever In omens, it is
chronicled.

As times and knowledge have prog-
ressed most superstitions have been
relegated to thelir proper sphere, the
Boston Herald says, yet even to-day
almost every living being Is prone to
superstitious influence, whether seri-
For in-
stance, how many men choose thirteen
as a designating number? Those who
do believe the reverse of the old ver-

n.

Below is a list of the commoner su-
perstitions, leaving out such as are
In datly prominence. You may find
your “hobby"” In the list:

Six weeks after you hear the first
katyd!d look out for the frost.

Blow out the candle, and if the wick

| continues long to smolder look for bad
| weather.

It it goes out quickly the
weather will be falr.

When you hear the first frogs In the
spring you may know the frost ls out
of the ground.

The last Friday of each month (s
the almanac index for the next month.
It the weather be falr the month will
be likewlse; If foul so will the month
be,

If It storma the first Sunday in the
month it will storm every Sunday in
the month.

When a person kllls a snake he does
well to consider what kind of weather
he would llke. If he hangs the snake
up it will rain; if he burles it the
weather will be falr.

Rub a cat’s back the wrong way, and
it yon see the sparks It Is a silgn of
cold weather,

The bones of rheumatic persons ache
when a storm Is brewing,

When you find tea grounds floating
in your eup you know that you are
going to have company. If the graunds
are soft, it s a4 woman who is com-
it hard, a man. If the grounds
are long the person coming ls tall, if
short the visltor will be short.

It you dream of falling and are
|awakened by the fancled jar of land-
Ing, It Is a slgn that you are golng to
be 111 If, however, you awake while
still im midalr you may be assured you
wil continue In good health.

To dream of a funeral Is a sign of
a wedding. To dream of a wedding Is
a sign of a funeral,

If you dream of snakea It s a sign
you have an enemy.

Let a young woman pin a four-leaf
| clover over the door and the first un-
married man who com#s In the door
will be the one she ls to marry.

Sleep with a plece of wedding cake
under your plllow for three nights in
| suceesslon and whatever you dream
on the third night will come to pass.

Have you white marks on your
nalls? Put your hands together and
repeat this rhyme while In succession
you touch finger tips, beginning with
thumba:

A friend, a foe, & gift, a beau, a
jofarney you go. Notlee on which fin-
ger nalls the marks are and you will
thus gain some Inkling of your future.

Born on Monday, fair of face.

Born on Tuesday, full of God's
grace.

Born on Wednesday, merry and glad.

PBorn on Thuraday, sour and sad.

Born oz Friday, .w!ly wiven.

Born on Saturday, work for a living.

Born on Sunday, never shall want.

S0 there's the week and the end
on't.

To cut the finger nalls on Sunday
morning Is a sign you will do some
thing you are ashamed of before the
week Is out.

Pass me salt, pass me sorrow,

It used to be a pretty sure sign that
a man was concelted If he went about
with his hat brim turned up in front.

If the bottom of your foot ltches you
may know that you are to step on
strange lands,

Put the wrong foot out of bed first
when you get up in the morning and
you will be cross all day. Always got
up with right foot foremost.

Don't make a friend a gift of a knife,
for, according to every authority
versed In slgn lore, If you do, It will
cut yvour friendship.

When you have the rheumatism
carry a potato In your pocket. The po-
tato will become hard after a time and
believers in its virtue afirm that this
Is because of the rheumatism it has
absorbed,

To find a horseshoe In the road
a sign of good luck.

Early to bed and early to rise makes
a man healthy, wealthy and wise.

When you see a shooting star, if you
can say “Money before the week's out”
three times before it s lost slght of
you will have some money before the
week Is out.

It Is a slgn you are golng to be rich
If you tumble upstairs.

Sneeze twice when you first get up
and you wlll hear of a death before the
night.

In all lands ravens and crows have
been considered birds of 11l omen.

The natives of India belleve that
elephants have a religion and form of
worship.

A great many country people belleve
that the screeching of an owl Indl-
cates Impending calamity.

In Dalmatia it {s an exceedingly
ausplelous omen for A cat to sneeze
when a bride enters the house.

In Wales it is belleved that If any
one kills a wren he will fall down and
brenk a bone before the end of the
year,

In almost every country the howling
of a dog is regarded as a bad omen,
generally predicting death to some per-
son of the household.

In France 1t Is bellewed that the set-
tling of a white pigeon upon a chimney
I= a slgn of speedy death for some one
In the house,

There is a superstition among the
negroes of the south that to meet a
frog Is a lucky Inecldent, Indleating
that the one thus favored ls about to
receive money from some unexpected
quarter,

It 1a a favorite superstition In Entg
Innd that the bacon of swine killed in
the waning of the moon will waste
away In the process of euring or cook-
ing much more than bacon of hogs
killed while the moon ls growing.

s

SAFES IN BIG HOTELS.

Valuables Kept in Them by Guoests
for Vears at & Time,

A woman walked up to the counter
of a fashionable hotel and asked for a
package of valuables which was in the
safe.

“If T had not wanted one particular
thing I suppose | should have left the
package where (t was for another
three years,” she sald to the clerk.

“Yes,” sald the clerk In answer to a

question after the woman left, “that
packet had really been in our safe for
three years. Why, we have all sorts
of valuable papers, jewelry and even
money that are Intrusted to our keep-
ing for years at a time. People seam
to prefer a hotel safe to a safety de-
posit vault. One reason perhaps ls
that it costs nothing. Another is that
the atandard of hotel clerks has im-
proved,

“It is astonishing the amount of jew-
elry that people keep In hotel safes.
Of course the owners have orlginally
stopped In  the hotel, but they go
away, leaving thelr valuables. and 1
have known such persons to be gone
as much as two years and never make

| siderable stress ls placed upon It.

an inquiry about their property in that |

time.

“To show you how much confidence
people have in hotels and their em
ployes T might mention that the other
day a man came in here and put four
$1.000 bills In an envelope, wrote his
name on the latter and asked me to
put It In the safe. Not long ago an-
other man actua!ly did the same thing
with seven $10,000 bills."

The clerks of several other hotels

talked In a similar straln without any

outsile suggestion,

“1'li bet 1 have handled more than a
milllon dollars’ worth of jewelry to-
day,” sald one. “Look here,” and he
openea the safe and plled six or eight
big jewelry cases on the counter, but
lurriedly puf them back. “In one of
those I know there Is over $200,000
worth, and what I showed you was
only a few of what the safe contains.”
—Now York Sun.

“ADAM' BEDE'S HBW IDM

Soclety for the Suppression of Cruel-
ity to Soll Is Needed,

A Soclety for the Suppression of
Cruelty to Soll I8 advocated by J.
Adam Bede, former congressman from
Minnesota and humorist of natlonal
reputation, the 8t. Paul Dispatch says.
Not only does he believe in such a
soclety, but he says he expects to live
long enough to see one organized un-
der government supervision.

“Stuff! This thing of Increased
cost of living"” Mr. Bede said yester-
day. “It doesn’t cost more unless you
make t. If we'd live like our grand-
mothers did it wouldn't cost any more,
The trouble is, we're living too fast
and too luxuriomsly. 1 worked my
way through school. I'm paying the
way of my children. Grandma did
her own housework. We're hiring
ours done. It's just that kind of
thing which causes us to spend money,
And luxuries! Why, the farmers are
getting so wealthy they want to ride
in automoblles. Cows upstate are
getting so they won't give down thelr
milk unless you turn on the electrlc
lights and have a Caruso to sing. It's
the rust, not the trudts, which is hurt-
ing us. Traveling down through
Kansas a short time ago, I saw all
kinds of farm machinery, wagons,
buggles and Implements standing out
in the weather—rusting. We're too
lazy to take care of the things we
have. We're not making the ground
produce as it shonld. We're neglect-
Ing it. We have not learned to rotate
the crops. We plant wheat and more
wheat until we have ‘wheated’ the
graund to death. That's why I want
to see a Soclety for the Preventlon of
Cruelty to Soll.”

The first thing & man’s second wife
does after she takes possession of his
home Is to change all the pletures: No
woman will stand for the way another
woman hangs plctures.

| eltned 2,000,000 In the past seven

Farmers and Wigh Prices,

The farmer is not gullty., He 1s a
very small factor In the high prices
now being pald for products. A study
of prices pald In Chicago for beeves,
sheep and hogs and for produce will
show that the farmer is not getting
more than his share. Recently
the writer purchased a hind quar
ter of beef, dressed and dellvered on
his farm, for 9 cents a pound. This
same plece of meat would retall in
Chleago for twlce that amount. Any
one can buy dressed meat from the
farmers for that price—7T cents a
pound for fore quarter and & cents
for hind quarter.

Our hogs sell for nearly 8 cents a
pound on the hoof and can be pur
chased from farmers, killed and
dressed, at 12 cents. There 18 no
waste In elther dressed pork or beef
purchased from farmers—the same
kind as that you get from your local
butcher. The farmer s paying high
prices for everything he uses and hls
land must earn an income on an in-
vestment of from $100 to $200 an aere.
His farm machinery and horses have
doubled In price,

Don’t blame the farmer; he Is work-
Ing hard for very ordinary wages. I
am farming 160 acres. I will be high-
Iy pleased If I get $20 an acre for
myscrop, or $3,200 for the year. The
landlord gets one-halt the crop for
rent, leaving me $1,600 for a year's
work for myself, wife and son, and
$2,500 worth of horses and machinery.
To earn this $1,600 we work from 4
a. m. until 8 p. m, elght months of
the year, and during the other four
months put In more than elght hours
a day at hard manual labor. It Is not
all milk and honey on the farm, and
the writer belleves that the farmer, as
a consumer as well as a producer, is
buying too many automoblles for mid-
dlemen, paying dividends on too much
watered stock and being the “fall guy”
as well as the cliff dwellers of the clty.
—A Farmer.

Drace for Fence Post.

In about four cases out of every ten
sagging of wire fencea Is due to poor,
Ilmproper bracing. [t !s not enough to
staple the separate strands secured to
each post—that s splendid as far as
it goes. To have a well-stretched
fence and keep It taut, It s absolutely
necessary thgt a good brace or anchor
post be used and that the [fence be
stretched from these anchors. A good
brace 18 Illustrated. The construction
is very slmple and the cost Is as mod-
erate as any.

The end post should be of good
size and perfectly sound. The brace
poat need not be large, but must be
In good condition it 1t Is to wear.
Other posts may be easlly reset with-
out Interfering greatly with the fence,
but this Is not the case with elther
of the bracers. The 4x4 running from
the top of one post to the base of the
other should be well selected, as con-
It
is best to mortise the ends of the cross
bar or brace Into the posts, as blocks
nalled on give way In time. A fairly

aum

FENCE POST BRACE,

soft wire I8 bhetter for the binding
strand than one more linble to break
with winding.

Tungsten Lampas for Farmas,

The introduction of tungsten lamps
is doing much to advance the use of
electricity. on farms. It s possible for
the farmer with a small plant driven
either by a gasoline engine or by
damming a small stream, to obtaln
sufficlent current to light his house
and barn with this economlical type of
incandescent lamp. The use of elec
trieity on the farm, by the way, Is
growing, and, as pointed out Ly the
Electrical World, farmers will in time
come to couslder electricity a neces-
gity. Taen it will be found profitable
to establish central generating statlons
for farming districts to take the place
of the small Individual plants now be-
ing Installed.

Live Stoek Nullds Up Land.

It 18 very well knewn that in the
old agrieultural districts of Europe
where land has been under cultivation
for 2,000 years there is an Increasing
tendency to expand live stock Indus
try. It Is now recognized that animal
husbandry Is a wonderful help In not
only maintalning the fertility of the
soll, but also llve stock (ndustry
builds up the land. Germany now has
10,967,000 milk cows, an Increase of
500,000 In the past seven years. The
total number of cattle in the empire
agregates 20,631,000, a galn of nearly
5,000,000 since 1883, Pigs total 22
147,000, as agalnst 9206000 In 1883,
The only class of live stock which
shows a decrease Is sheep, which de

years.

the best results in fattening turkeys.
Ordinarily a turkey in conflnement
will fret and pine so that the full fat-
tening benefit of the food ls offset
However, young turkeys ahould not be
allowed to roam In the flelds of pas
tures where they will get wet.
roosts should be In a well ven
house, as the heavy plmn 1rlll
come molst from perspiration

i!rE?

drafts mav cause sickness and
death.

Different Methods,

It 1s generally conceded by the best
stockmen and farmers, us well as by
authoritles of some of the experiment
stations, that meat anlmals of the fu-
ture will have to be fed and finlshed
in a different manner from what they
have been, Less corn and more nitrog-
enous feeds In the form of clover, cow-
peas and alfalfa, supplemented with
better pastures, must be used in order
to make the production profitable and
at the same time make more and bet.
ter manure for malutaining the fer-
tility of the land,

Corn fodder and stover have In the
past been used to a considerable ex-
tent in steer feeding, thus utilizing
nearly all the corn plant. Feeding
sllage to beef steers Is gradually galn-
ing In favor. and by the use of silos
and silage In beef production all of
the corn plant can be used to good
advantage,

The legumes, Including clover and
alfalfa of the north and cowpeas of
the south, have been found very profit-
able and economlical In feeding both
steers and hogs. Careful experiments
bave shown that a steer will make
more economlical galns on about half
the corn usually fed with about an
equal welght of alfalfa hay than on
a dlet of corn, with the dressed meat
of a higher grade. Alfalfa on the
farm before It is baled and marketed
is worth only about half as much as
corn, pound for pound. hence the galn
to the grower In using the hay as a
part of the finlshing ratlon.

Growing and finishing hogs has al-
ready been radleally echanged over
wide sectlons. More of fornge crops
such as alfalfa and cowpeas are being
used, with less corn.

To Clean the Well,

It 18 well to make one of these de
vices agalnst time of need. The dry
sepason Is the hest and only time to lx

BIEVE TO CLEAN

THE WELL

and clean the farm well, writes J. L.
Risley. Any floating matter may be
removed by using an ordinary hand
sleve. After marking off the rim into
three parts attach a wire to agy of
these parts or polints, and for a handle
use an attached rope. Fasten the end
of the rope to the third point In the
rim and a welght to the sleve, so It
will sink after lowering. In using
sink the sleve edgewlse In the water,
pull the rope with a single attachment,
lfting out of well all the floating
sticks and other debrls from the sue
face of the water.

Keeping Acconnts,

It has only been In recent years that
farmers have been awakening to the
fact that by taking an Inventory once
a ydéar and by keeping an accurate
book account that many valuable les-
sons could be learned and that by so
doing they could place thelr farms on
a more profitable basis. With business
men, competition {s so keen and profits
necessarily so small that without keep-
Ing an accurate book account they
would soon be forced out of business,
but with farmers more slack methads
do not necessarily result In bank-
rtiptey, due, no doubt, to the fact that
the farmer gets most of his living from
the farm without any cash outlay,
whereas the merchant must pay cash
for'everything he eats and wears. Not-
withstanding this fact, however, the
farmer who keeps a book account will
find It just as profitable, If not more
80, as the merchant.

Fattening Fowlas,

A fowl should always be fattened as
quickly as possaible. Ten days is long
enough, but It should be confined
either in a coop or & number In a
small yard. They must have a con-
tinual supply of fresh water, and
should be fed four times a day, the
first meal being glven early and the
last one late. A recommended mix-
ture is three parts corn meal, one part
ground oats, one part bran, one part
crude tallow, the entire lot scalded
and fed for the first three meals, wifh
all the corn and wheat that can be
eaten up clean at night. Weigh the
artlcles glven.

Milk Production,

Where help can be obtained to oper
ate the dalry, milk production is one
of the best paylng branches of animal
husbandry. The farmers operating
their holdings with milch cows are
enabled to market all the roughage
and graln produced on the farm Im
milk, butter, cream or cheese. The
dairy Industry ls especially adapted to
bulld up and Increase the fertility of
the farm. It Is popular among farm-
ers because the farmer reallzes a
monthly Income on his Investments,
As a rule, dairymen are thrifty and
prosperous  agriculturists. — Drovers’
Journal.

Care of Turkeys.

In mating turkeys, one gobbler te
ten hens s sufficlent. Turkey eggs,
while being saved for incubation,
should be kept at an even temperature
of 50 or 60 degrees. If temperaturs
is not extreme either way It fs not
of so great importance as the frequent
tarning of the eggs. Turn them at



