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“Peril and the Price” I rose and paced about the room in “Pardon me if I seem persomal” he “And your assistants, who received me
s : d wild excitement. Not only was there mys- said, “but 1 presume that your salary is last night, belong to the class of wulgar
( Continued from page 7) tery upon mystery, but the floodgates were somewhere hetween one and two thousand thieves *" I queried.
some unexpected ‘tricks, and the next open after all those years and. for the first dollars a year? - “Undoubtedly. 1 don't use the word,
thing I knew I was lying wide awake with time in my life, I was in Jove! No longer "That L matier concerning myself and a4 a rule. It offends more than one sen-
the sunlight shining through the window. was it and so0 sentiment, my employers oo sitive acquaintance of mine. But those
§ . Wi al start of surprise but ; abizolute devo- “To be sure! To be sure! And, par- fellows are, by no stretch of courtesy, any-
There was the natural start « Ar§ t a .
at my unaccustomed surroundings, and tron, n overmas- don me, it concerns me also, for I have a thing but vulgar thieves I must apol-
1 arose 3 wegan very deliberately tering desire. | wild hunt for her until mind to offer yow double your present ,give for having forced such low com-
then I arose an egan very T 3 ing a @ g
to make myv toilet, keeping back, so far as | found her, and 1 would make her mine ~|l.|T\ whatever it may be pany upon you
possible, my natural inchnation 1o try to Unless ! The thought « v to me and ou have taken extraordinary means to “Don't mention it” T said, sarcastically.
omi ven for a moment cl Y 1t v ¥y ffer to my attentior < ¢ -
anticipate coming events = fora nu me it .!t!{ niy l.h ..1: i a grasp hl.l.ll\ wr offe 11I ny a - I.Jb b [ did Oy ot sk B0 e of thawi® Bk
I could hear iewhere a clock striking of ice. Then T flung it ficrcely away. She Necessity, my boy, necessity di said. "1 have need of them and many
the hour of nine, and then there was a was living, she was unwed, she would be, not \\.' 1, I-_\-' any L'_]‘..ln'l. to have any one .'[]1 2o I 'Ivn _"_- ot M I“-.]l -“‘r'
knock and, through what appeared to be should be wune! else hear of my offer And [ did not 1'1--- ithe - y ERy Wi I e
i st peak ube, 1} d The door apened softly and closed Sy r-| Il'n any chance of having my offer Mt me to say il, something of a magnate
“lll. ~ 11’[4-.. s 3 4 I(|l 1”]’- e ¥ i A it nt 1nlr 111 - wh .. ,-I -,‘p‘r“] .|‘ e of 3 in my line I have need of yvour SErvices,
the womin s vaice R[lading me o AN R - PRy TG [ . T Bonia - J . as well as of the services of those very
if. r breakfast, \l\ hich would !:q;l[“;;; ! !r|.'|'.;‘:||l-_'1![ '|'|‘..ir|l'.‘-_\'(‘_'|['- of luxurious living, I do refpse it!" I said, emphat dilirient yersons You will priceive the
cw minutes t came, tenderlom, cggs, slood belore nm. i : 4
fri o : : " igh eampliment ay you in the estima-
rolls, toast, fried potatoes, everything the I hope you* enjoyved vour dinner,” he an ‘~I'IIITI|I - ]‘_-L"I TT i I'pay y | alities. ITf
: i her " g . ol sodukate . to hear that.” he tion I place upon your moral qualities
best possible T'll:l”l‘!' with a great, said, in soft, well modulated tones. 2 g : | iz 9
f “ g wid 0 . 1 that I should want—just supposing, of course—
steaming pot of coffe I am your prisoner, Why do v waste said, I ang a ] ] e <
- e S " : roves th ] I necessity of bring- @ citizen knocked down, a safe broken or
“Seems yvou like th- sandwiches,” she courtesy upon me?” 1 answe with proves the wis "l'” a necessy Hl s House Birned. T would Mave onv 90 sav
srinni as s 1ove » emply anger § st chakin e mg you here i made th ra c ' 0 i 3 Yy
56, STIREAE M e temoved the Gnply anger Slmon: choldng. m - '|I 1 b have |l‘__.(1 and the word and those fellows would under-
plate Mebbe you'l like the breakiast, “You are my guest,” he suavely an- ety e Ay i N - j| take it for a compensation which you
too. The TeS lots worse places to stay swered. “May | take.a chair? Thank yom ! s \Ill‘llllri r." ors ol b i would he bound to confess very reasons-
th‘m here I will admit that my invitatien for you ve Lme 10 refiedt. o »  They will even. at my instigation
“No doubt.” I safd bricfly, as I sat down 10 spend Thanksgiving Day at my home ¥ ol gon- ey Bk oo P mooag }-r!|:1mn]]!:1;:1 ‘L."nrux“;..' me an [.a-lh-:‘l and
to the breakfast with an appetite which, was a trifle nforms . but it was s my liberty .|:r|nl then, if vou h...n'”.m‘\ prop- \.:r'u‘z-ll‘; young man .wh-"l" I :]f‘-i:Tl“ to see.
thanks to vouth and health, nothing could  ently pressing, as von must admit.” ..-;Elli:.n to _:I1|.:m~_l[ !\HII Jlll- r -I.“In 4 o R e e o A i
long keep away. “1 am helpless ; must suhmi VO eally,  said the athe 1ough LU -~ th ! p— ¥
“hl‘.ﬂfi‘” rd.  “The boss told me to go the "I;"“ oy BBeete® y . why “tHAt: SonrkE. 18 .ml...“,i le. If L did frr:m _|§:-tr||1{u4_ uI 1 L'I' st of your proper
sato o ' - y 3 ¥ + sense of self-interest,
limit in ﬁ.\-m np a Thanksgivin® dinner “l s? N i ' T TR that vou might refuse. As it is,” he mldnl l.. . =
for you, an' what he s goes.” v ang Ivot :N Tt"'“'I .”f the “;" G- with-a me amng loak, Yyou will accept, What do you want of me? I n-.!-.‘mL
. S F .5 SCTIILSE hose 1o have z & - ’
“When will T see the boss > I asked as *OU are my guest becaus ST S And why,” 1 asked, “do yon think 1 bluntly

amiably as T could,
“Well, now!” the

“n
be when he is good an’' ready an’ not he-

woman said,
fore He never allows any questions.
What 1 told you last night he told me to
tell an' that's all. But he's a powerful
nice man w hen you do what he tells you,
an' when yvou don't, well! You'd jus st bet-
ter look out, that's all!”

She Teft me, and in duoe ti returned
for the dishes. About four o'clock the
dinner came, an elaborate affair with the

inevitable roast turkey and a bottle of
champagne. With it came several morm-
ing papers and a handiul of cigars, the

latter of which were of no use to me I
finished the dinner and retired to the sofg

to read” the day's news. But the paper
soon fell from my hand as I sat staring,
staring at the of Lucy Dean. It

showed her a few years older than [ had
known her, but there was no mistaking
the face which had been in my dreams,
sleeping or waking for seven long years.
The mystery of that portrait in that house
of erime was no less.than that of my de-
tention there.

you come. Have you had reason to com-
plain of your treatment? Would any ho-
tel in New York have given you better
food? Have you ever slept in a better
room or in one with more interesting
pictures ?"

He shot a glance at me as he asked the
last question, which came very near its
evident intention of surprising me into a
confusion which would tell that I had
reco gnized the portrait.

“Other than being unwarrantably and
unlawfully deprived of my freedom, 1
have no complaint to make,” | answered,
coldly.

“For that deprivation of liberty T mean
to compensate you,” he said. “Just
reasonable and you will regard vour ¢
ing here as one of the luckiest things of
your life. Try another of the cigars.”

“I don’t smoke,” I answered shortly.

“You miss one of the greatest blessings

of life," he said, reaching for a cigar.
“You don't mind if smoke? Thank
you "

He lit a cigar and leaned back with’ his
eyes upon the ceiling,

would be useful to you in your business?
I am very sure that [ should not.”

“l have my reasons,” he said. “What
do you think my business 1s?"

“T think,” 1 said, vefy deliberately, but
dmhmg a little at my own harrilhm)d
“that you are some kind of a thief."

The man flushed a deeper purple,

“That is a preity rude ward,” he said.
“And sometimes, | may say—sometimes
and ‘under some circumstances—a -dis-
tinctly dangerous word.”

“No doubt,” I said, “but I stand by my
belief. If you were an honest man I
would not be here. And a man who is
not honests is a thief, according to his
necessity and opportunity. Not all thieves

are ickpockets or porch-climbers.’
o be sure,” he said, suppressing the
anger which had started at the word,

“there are gentry and vulgarians among—
among—'

“Thieves.” T suggested.

“I don't like the word,” he said, knock-
ing the ashes off his vigar. “But I will
say that among the class vou have n
mind, as well as among others.”
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“There is a safe in your office af which
vowhave the combination,” he said. “Now,
now,” he added, waving his hand in a de-
precating manner, “don’t attempt any lies.
I know and demal will do no good.
want the combination of that safe.”

“That safe,” I said, “umlaim not ane
cent of money at any time.”

“I know that,” he amswered “And if
there were, it would not be touched. You
can make an inventory every day, so long
as you remain in the office, amd nothing
wilf be mssing. Nevertheless, 1 desire
and intend to the combunation to
that safe.”

"\'nu will not get it from me.”

“You say, that T will not. [ say that I
will, Give me the combination to- night
amd you can be at your desk in the morn-
ing @ thousand dollars richer than you
are now. Keep silemt three months nd
another thovsand dollars will be yours.”

“And if 1 refuse?

“Then your employers probably will be
making inquiries as toWhat has become of
you."

“What you ask,” I said, excitedly,
dishonorable, and I will never do it."

“Take your time,” said he. “There is
no hurry. Mr. Whitwood, 1 know, is in
Europe, and the combination will not be
changed nor the safe opened until he re-
turns.  Meantime, until you have :l('r'ﬂ.l(‘ll
to n\:i' request, you will remain my guest.,”

“My

have

“ig

determination is made,” 1 said.

“T will unmake it when the time comes,”
he answered, in smooth, even tones. “Now,
before bidding you good-night, 1T will tell
you a few things. If you attempt to climh

fout of the window you will get a bullet

through your leg and be carried back to
this room for treatment. If you attempt
to set your room on fire you will be de-
tected instantly and some of those viNgar
thieves we were talking about will give
you their undivided attention while others
are extinguishing the fire. We are not
amateurs 'mcl not easily frustrited. Now,
good-night "

His towering bulk stood before the door
for an instant, his dark face wreathed
with a wicked, (5.-nil':|| smile. Then I was
again alone,

I sat down and thought of the difficult
and dangerous position in which 1 was
placed. The safe, to which access was
demanded by the criminal chief was one
contaiming papers only, and those chiefly
of a confidential nature, relating to the
chamacter and whereabouts of chents and
persons with whom they were involved in
business matters. Many papers were
sealed and had remained thus for many
years. Some of these the criminals, for
reasons lmown to themselves, desired to
mspect. Their purpose was evil. Some-
body, must suffer if they succeeded. 1 de-
termm. d to be strong as | covld and at
least never willingly agree to the dishonor
of breaking my trust, por accept the
Judas price. But my blood ran cold at
the thonght of the possibility of ‘torture,
which I knew would be unsparingly ap-
plied

The fat woman brought my
toast and hot milk

"How
asked

supper of

<he
l.l."l} for

do like your room?®"
-3 ﬁ!rd it up mys rlf esf
you. Them pictures an' books an’ the
Bi was all up in the garret, where
there's lots of other old stuff. The boss
has had new pictures m all of his rooms,
He's a real sport, he is. When you come
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