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CHAPTER VL

The revelation of the real state of the
fim's finances was a terrible blow to Eara
Girdlestone. To a man of his overbear-
Ing tempestucus disposition fallure aud
poverty were bitter things to face. All
his life he had reckoned, as a matter of
conrse, that when his father passed awajx
he would be left almost a millionaire. A
single hall-hour's conversation had shat
tered this delusion, and left bim face to
face with ruin,

He proceeded to gualify himself as a
dealer in dinmonds. It bappened that he
was acquainted with one of the part
ners of the firm of Fugger & Stolts, who
did the largest import trade in precions
stones. Through his kindoness he recelved
practical instructions in the variety and
value of diamonds, and learned to detect
all those little flaws and peculinrities
which are only v.sihla to the eye of an »x-
pert, and yet are of the highest impor-
tance In determining the price of a stone.
With such epportunities Kzra made rapid
progresa, and within few woeks thece
were few dealers in the trade who had a
better grasp of the subject,

Early one April afternoon the major
was strutting down St James street,
frock couted and kid gloved, with pro-
tuberant chest and glittering shoes which
peeped out from beneath the daintlest of

gaiters. Young Girdlestone, who had been
on the lookout from a club window, ran
across and intercepted him.

“How are you, my dear major? bLe
eried, advancing upon him with out-
stretched hand and as much show of
genlality as his nature permitted.

“How d'ye do? How d'ye do?" said the
other somewhat pompously. He had made
up his mind that nothing was to be dons
with the young man, and yet he was re-
luctant to break entirely with one whose
purse was well lined.

“I've been wishing to speak with you
for some days, major,” sald Ezra. I
wish to speak to you quietly on a matter
of business. Can you weet me at Nelson's
Cate at four o'clock? [ know the man-
eger, and bLe'll let us have a private
room,"”

“I'd ask you round to me own little
lace,” the major sald, “but it's rather too
ar. Nelson's at four. Right you are!”
It was clear to him that some service
or other was expected of him, and It
was obviously his game therefore to hang
back and not appear to be too eager to
enter into young Girdlestone's views.
When he presented himself at the en?
trance of Nelson's Cafe the young mor-
chant had been fuming and chafing in
tha sitting room for five and twenty min-
utes,

“I'll tell you why I wanted to have a
ehat with you, major,” Ezra sald, having
first opened the door suddenly and glanc-
el out as a precaution against eavesdrop-
pers. "1 have to be cautious because
what [ have to say affects the interest of
the firm. I wouldn't for the world have
anyone know about it except yourself, We
have a difficult enterprise on which we
are about (o embark,” Fzra sald. “It is
one which will need great skill and tact,
though It may be made to pay well If
properly managed. For this enterprise
we require an agent to perform bne of
the principal parts. This agent must pos-
sess great ability, and, at the same time,
be o man on whom we ecan thoroughly
rely. You are prepared to put yoursaslf
at our orders on condition that you are
well paid for ft?"

“Not so fast, me young friend, not me
fast!"” sald the major. “Let's hear what
it s that you want me to do, and then
I'm ready to say what 1'll agree to.”

Thus encouraged, Fara procesded to
unfold the plan upon which the House of
Girdlestone depended. Not a word did he
say of ruln or danger, or the reasona
which had indoced this speculation. n
the contrary he depleted the affairs of the
firm as being in a most flourishing condl-
tlon, and this venture as simply a smail,
Insignificnnt offshoot from their business,
undertaken as much for amussment as for
any serious purpose. Still, he Inid strees
upon the fact that though the sum In
question was a small one to the firm, ot
it was a very Inrge one in other men's
eyes. As to the morality of the scheme,
that was a point which Ezra omitted en-
tirely to touch upon. Any conunent upon
that would, he felt, be superfluous when
rul.n; with such a man as his compan-
om.

“And now, major,” he concluded, “pro-
vided you lend us your name and your
talents to help us in our speculation the
firm are prepared to meet you In & most
liberal spirit in the wmatter of remunera-
tion. Of course, your voyage and your ex-
penses will be handsomely pald. You will
bave to travel by steamer to St. Peters-
burg, provided that we choose the Ural
Mountains as the scens of our imaginary
find. 1 hear that therw s high play going
on aboard those boats, and with your
woll-known skill you will no doubt he
able to make the voyage a remanerative
one. We caleulate that at the most you
will be in Hussia about thres months,
Now, the firm thought that it would be
wery fair if they were to guarantes you
two hundred and fifty pounds, which thay
would increase to five hundred in case of
success ; of course, by that we mean com-
plete success such as would be likely to
attend your exertions.”

When the young man had finlahed, the
ma jor stood up with his face to the empty
fireplace, his lege far apart, his chost
flated, and his body rocki | 1}

“That s to say, If you think It worth
your while"

“Quite so. If 1 think it worth me
while. 1 am then to pretend to diseover
certaln diamond mines, and am to give
welght to me story by the fact that [ am
known to be a man of good birth, and also
by exhibiting some rough stones which
you wish me to take out with me from
England.”

*Quite right, major,” Ezra said encour-
ngingly.

“l am then to telegraph or write this
lio to England and get it inserted in the
pepers ¥

“That's an ugly word,” Ezra remon-
strated. “This ‘report’ we will say. A re
port may be either true or false, you
know."

“And by this report them,” the major
continued, “you reckon that the market
will be so affected that your father and
you will be able to buy and sell in &
manner that will be nrofizatle to yom,
but by which you will do other people out
of their money."

“You have an unpleasant way of put-
ting It,” said Fara with a forced laugh;
“but you have the idea right.”

“I have another idea as well,” roared
the old soldier, flushing purple with pas-
slon. “I've an idea that if 1 was twenty
years younger 1'd see whether you'd fit
through that window, Master Girdlestone.
I'd have taught you to proposs such a
weheme to a man with blue blood in his
veins, you scoundrel "

Ezra fell back in his chair. He was
outwardly composed, but there was a
dangerous glitter in his eye, and his face
hind torned from a healthy olive to a dull
yellow tint.

“You won't do it?" he gasped.

“Do it! IYye think a man who's worn
Hor Majesty's scarlot jacket for twenty
vears would dirty his hands with such a
trick? I tell yo, I wouldn't do it for all
the money that ever was coined. Look
here, (Jirdlestone, 1 know you, but you
den't know me!”

The young merchant sat silently In his
chalr, with the same livid color upon his
face and savage expression In his eyes.
Major Tobias Clutterbuck stood at the
snd of the table, stooping forward so as
to lean his hands upon it, with his eyes
protuberant and bis scanty grey fringe in
a hristle with indignation.

“What right had you to come to me
with such a proposal? 1 don't set up for
belng a saint, but I've some morals, such
s they are, and I mean to stick to them.
e of my rules of life has been never
to know a blackguard, and so, me young
friend, from this day forth you and I go
on our own roads. ['m not particular,
but you must draw the line somewhare.
I draw it at you."

It struck the waiters at Nelson's well-
known restaurant as a somewhat curious
thing that their two customers should
walk out with such very grave faces and
iu s0 unsociable a manner,

CHAPTER VIL

There were rejolcings in  Philllmors
(iardens over Tom's engagement, for the
two old peopla were both heartily fond
of Kate—"0Our Kate," as they were wout
proudly to call her, The physician chafed
at first over the idea of keoping the mat-
ter a secret from Girdlestone, A little
reflection served to show him, however,
that there was nothing to be galned by
informing him, while Kate's life, during
the time that she waa forced to remain
under his roof, would be more tolerable as
long ns he was kept in ignorance of It

After breakfast one morning, the doc-
tor asked hig son to step with him intd
the library, “You must do something to
keep you from mischief, my boy,” he sad
at last, brusquely.

“I'm ready for anything,” replled Tom,
“but 1 don’t quite see what I am ftted
for.”

“Flest of all, what do you think of
this?" the doctor asked abruptly, hand-
ing a letter over to his son, who opened
it, and read as follows:

“Diear Sir—It has come to my knowl-
sdge tarough my son that your boy has
abandoned the study of medicine, and
that you are still uncertain as to his fu-
ture career. [ have long had the inten-
tion of seeking & young man who might
join In our business, and relieve my old
shoulders of some of the burden. Eara
urges me to write and propose that your
won should become one of us. If he has
any taste for business we whall be happy
to advance his interest in every way. e
would, of course, have to purchase a
share in the concern, which would amount
to seven thousand pounds, on which be
would be paid interest at the rate of five
per cent. By allowing this Interest to
accumulate, and investing also his share
of the profits, he might in time absorb a
large portion of the businesa, In case ho
joined us upon this footing we shouid
have no objection to his nafie appearing
as one of the firm.

“With kind regards to your family, and
heping that they enjoy the great blessing
of health, 1 remain, sincerely yours,

“JOHN GIRDLESTONE."

“What d'ye think of that?' the doctor
nsked when his son had finished reading
it

“I bardly know,"” sald Tom. *I should
like & little time to think It over.”

“Seven thousand pounds Is a good
round sum. It is more than half the total
eapital which 1 have invested for you.
On the other hand, 1T have heard thoso
who ought to know say there is not a
sounder or better managed concern ln
London, There's no time like the present,
Tom. Get your hat, and we'll go down to
Fenchurch street together and look info
n

It was a prond day for the ex-medieal
student when he first entered the count-
ing bouse of the Afriean firm and realized
that he was one of the governing powers
in that busy establishment. Tom Dims
dale’'s mind was an Intensely practical
one, and although he had found the study
of science an irksome matter, he was ahie
ta throw himself Into business with un-
common energy and devotion. The clerks
soon found that the sunburned, athletic
looking young man intended to be any-
thing but a sleeping partner, and both
ﬂ"{ and old Gliray respected him accord-
Ingly.

Girdlestone called him Into the office
one day, and congratulated him upon the
progress which bhe was making. *“My
dear young man,” he sald to him In his

backwards and forwards.

“Iot me ba quite sure that T under
stand you,” he maid. “You wish me to
g0 to Rumia? You have the goodness to
suggest that on me way [ should rook
we lellow passengecs ln the boat?™

patriarchal way, “I am delighted to hear
of the way In which you Identify yourself
with the interests of the firm. 1f at first
you find work allotted to you
appear to you to be rather

to our desire that you should master the
whole business from Its very founda-
tions.” {

“There is nothing 1 desire better," said
Tom.

“In addition to the routine of office
work, and the superintendence of the
clerks, 1 should wish you to have a thor-
ough grasp of all the detalls of the ship-
ping, tand of the loading and unloading
of our vessels, as well as of the storage of
goods when landed. When any of our
ships are in, | should wish you to go down
to the docks and to overlook everything
which is done”

In one respect Tom Dimsdale was im-
measurably the gainer by his comnection
with the firm, for without that it is diffi-
cult to say how he couid have found op-
portunities for breaking through the bar-
rier which separnted him from Kate, The
surveillance of the hant had b
stricter of late, and all invitations from
Mre. DMmsdale or other friends who pitied
the lonéliness of the girl were repulsed by
Girdlestone with the curt intimation that
his ward's health was not such as to jus-
tify him In allowing her to inecur any
risk of ecatching a chill. She was practi-
cally a prisoner in the great stone cage ‘n
Eccleston square, and even on her walks
a warder in the shape of a footman was, |
as we have seen, told off to guard her,
Whatever John Girdlestone’s reasons may
have been, he had evidently come to the
ccnclusion that it was of the highest im-
portance that she should be kept seclud
ed.

As it was, Tom, thanks to his position
ns one of the firm, was able occasionally,
In spite of every precaution, to penetrate
through the old man's defensive works, If
a question of Importance arose at Fen-
church street during the absence of the
wenior partner, what more natural than
that Mr. Dinmsdale should volunteer to
walk round to Eccleston square in order
to acqualnt him with the fact. And If it
happened that the gentleman was not to
ba found there, how very natural that the
young man should walt half an hour for
him, and that Miss llarston should take
the opportunity of a chat with an old
friend? Preclous, precious interviews
those, the more so for their rarity. They
brightened the dull routine of Kate's
weary life, and sent Tom back to the office
full of spirit and hope. The days were
at hand when the memory of them was (o
shine out like little rifts of light in the
dark cloud of existence,

And now the thme was coming when I
was to be decided whether, by a last bold
stroke, the credit of the house of Glrdle-
stone was to be saved, or whether the
attempt was to plunge them Into deeper
and more hopeless ruin. An unscrupulous
agent named Langworthy had been dis-
patched to Russia well primed with In-
structions as to what to do and how to
do it. He had been in the employ of
an English corn merchant at Odeassa,
and had some knowledge of the Russian
language which would be Imvaluable to
him In his undertaking. In the character
of an English gentleman of sclentific
tastes he was to establish himself In some
convenlent village anmong the Ural Moun-
taing, There he was to remain some little
thne, so as to arouse confidence in the
people before making his pretended dis-
covery. He was then to carry his rough
dinmonds to Tobolsk, as the nearest large
town, and to exhibit them there, backing
up his assertion by the evidence of villag-
ers who had seen him dig them up. The
Girdlestones knew that that alone would
be sufficlent when telegraphed to England
ts> produce a panle in the wensitive dia-
mond market. Before any systematle In-
quiry could be made, Langworthy would
have disappeared, and their little specula-
tion would have come off. After that the
sooner people realized that It was a hoax
the better for the pi In any
cnse, there seemed to be no possibility
that the origin of the rumor could he
traced. Meanwhile Ezra Girdlestons had
secured his passage in the Cape mail
steamer Cyprian. On the night that he
left he sat vwp some time in the library
at Eccleaton square talking over the mat-
ter for the last time with his father,

(To be continued.)

Me Greasped the Idea.

“Harmony In costumes 1s the thing
now,” remarked Mrs. De BStyle, “the
idea belng that a woman of fashion
should clearly express her personality
in her attire.”

“Well, my dear,” rejoined her hus
band, “that belng the case, you couldn't

possibly Improve on your present coe

tumes.”

*“T'hey are certalnly elaborate,” sald
her ladyship, “but do they fully express
my character?”

“Sure thing,” answered the mere
man. “Any one can readlly see that
you haven't a single thought beyond
them.” L

Stirred Him Up.

“(theer up, old man” sald the In-
valid’s friend, “you're not geing to die
yet.”

“You bet 1 aln't!” declared the In-
valld with a new determination.

“That's the way to talk.”

“Yes, I heard the doctors quarreling
about which one of them should per-
froan the autopsy, so I'm just going te
fool 'em.”—Philadelphlia Press

f To Be Encournged.

“Bliggine s always repeating the
things his children say."

“Well,” answered Miss Cayenne, “he
ought to be eucouraged. 1 have no
doubt they are much less wearisome
than his original remarks would be.”
—Washington Star.

Philosophieal.

"Reg pardon, ma'am,” sald the but-
ler, “but your son has just eloped with
the parlor mald.”

*(h, that isn't so bad.” rejolned Mra
Uppson. “lle might have eloped with
the cook—and [ never could have re-
placed her.”

A Pietare to Admire.

Artist—What kind of pictare do you
admire most?

Friend—Rare engravings. 1 partien-
{arly admire the landscapes on the back
of a $100 bl

Give It Up.
Mother—Raymond, that hole wasn®

Improved Ditehing Flow,
A recent Inventlon provides an Im-
sroved ditching plow, especlally adapt-
ed for digging tiling sewer ditches or

| dralning ditches, The device Is of very
:-lmple construction, and capable of ef-
fective service In any character of soll.

It Is especially adapted to be drawn
by a tractlon englne or capstan, says
Sclentific American, As shown In the
engraving, It comprises a beam A,
which extends forward and with an
upward Inclination from the cleaner B,
The latter la trlangular In shape, being
provided with two diverging wings, The
purpose of the cleaper s to travel over
the surface of the ground and remove
the exeavated material from the edges
of the ditek. The beam A ls hinged to
the cleaner, so as to provide for a cer-
taln amount of vertleal motion. Below
the beam and forming an angle there-
with is a blade C, provided with a cut-
ting edge at Its lower end, which serves

THE PLOW IN UBE

to enter the earth more or less deeply
a8 the plow ls drawn forward, aml
carry the excavated material to the
surface. At Its forward end this blade
is braced by means of a support D,
which Is fastened to the beam A, At
the forward end of the beam A Is a
clevis bar E. which Is secured at Its
upper end to draft bar F, extending to
the rear of the beam A. In this clevis
bar are a serles of apertures adapted
to recelve a lluk to which a pulley block
Is comnected. Thia block serves to re-
celve the cable that s passed to the
windlass or drum of the tractlon en-
gine, for the purpose of drawing the
car forward.  Owlng to the lightnesa of
this plow, It may readlly be loaded
upon a truck and transported from
place to place.

Bul Orplogton Fowls,

No varleties of fowls are better sult-
#d to the requirements of farmers and
others than Barred and White Plym-
outh Rocks, White
Wyandotter . and
Buft "Oipngtons,
Both Harred Plym-
outh Rocks and
White Wyandottes
are to be found In
every locallty, and
eggn  from them
may be had at rea-
souable cost. No
variety seems to -% —
have n greater DBUFY ORFINGTON.
hold on the farming community than
the Barred Plymouth Rock. The Or-
pingtons are comparat!vely newcomers,
but have rapidly made thelr way to a
first place in the utllity class. Partien-
larly may this be sald of the buff vari-
ety. Buff Orpingtons are one of many
varleties and probably the most popular
of the Orpington famlily, They are rap-
idly replacing many wornout strains
and mongrels on our farms and have
taken a front place In the utility poul-
try ranks as winter layers and market
fowls, ‘There Is
great demand for
eggs and fowls of
this breed. They
have light-colored
lega and  white
flesh. Chickens are
hardy and grow
rapldly. Eggs are
of medium or larg-
er slze, according
to straln.

White Orplngtons are a moat promls-
ing varlety and are llkely to become
popular on account of thelr merits as
layers and table fowls.—Exchange.

Study of Blackbead Discase.

The blackhead disease which has be-
come 80 destructive to turkeys In the
past few years bas been under Investl-
katlon by the experiment station at
Kingston, Rhode Island. A small para-
site, microscople In size, Is the cause
of the trouble. It livea In the tissues
of the turkey and causes Irritations
that result In the death of the affected
bird. The Rhode Island experiments
showed that more than four-fifths of
the young poults exposed In Infected
yards die before they are six weeks
old. The disease has been pepularly
supposed to be confined to birds over
six weeks, It Is notably a disease af-
fecting young turkeys, but one from
which the older turkeys do not escape.
Of the one-fifth that do escape or sur-
wive ita ravages at least ten to twenty-
five per cent may die throughout the
year at almost any age.

The eradication and prevention of
the disease s somewhat difMcult but no
rellance can be placed on any drug to
cure A bird that ls already Infected.
Sinee the blackhead dlsease |s lesa pre-
valent In dry situations it ls apparent
that sandy, well-drained lands are bet-
ter for ralsing turkeys than the beav-

In your stocking this morning.
Raymoud—Where was It, then?

ler molst clay sol

The Cat UVnder the Han.
According to the report of the Stat
Game Commission of Pennsylvania for
1907, song and Insectivorous birda In
that state are !Increasing and game
birds becomning scarcer. Bear and deer
are rapldly Increasing.

Bears are now prutected In Pennsyl
vania by a legal close season during
the spring and summer months. Dur-
Ing the season of 1007 there were killed
in the state 230 deer,

Dr. Joseph Kalbfus, chlef game pro-
tector of the state, recommends the
"placing of a bounty on the scalps of the
domestle cat as well as on those of the
wildeat

“There Is no greater destroyer of
bird life,” he declares, “than the house
cat.”

The legislative appropriation for
bounties on noxlous animals and birds
was Insufficlent to meet the demands
upon It last year. A much larger ap
propriation is called for, and the addi-
tlon of the great horned owl and the
goshnwk to the outlawed class is re
questl,

Starting Seeds Indoors,

Indoors needs a knowledge of varfous
facts concerning each varlety—the
length of tlme needed for germination,
the time required for the plant to reach
the blooming or frultage stage, and
whether It ean be transplanted to the
open ground with safety In early
spring, or not untll considerably later.
For Instance, says Suburban Life,
chrysanthemnm seeds will germinate In
from five to ten days, but the plants re-
quire a very long season of growth be-
fore flowering, and the person who gets
a!:ead of Jack Frost must sow the
seeds pot later than March 1—and
earller, If possible. With varieties
which germinate quickly, grow rapid-
Iy and bloom early, the sowing should
be delayed at least a month, to avold
the trouble of repeated transplantings,
to prevent the seadling plants from
getting “leggy” and weak.

Amerien Has the Healthiest Catils

Secretary of Agriculture Wilson says
the United States has the healthlest
cattlie of any nation on the face of the
enrth. This ls owlng to our rigld sys
tem of Inspectlon and our prompt menas-
ures to eradlcate disenses, In Europe
40 per cent of the cattle are Infected
with tubercuiosis, and In the United
States only 10 per cent, and we will
soon have It entirely eradleated. Wea
have Inspectors In Europe, and not one
animal Infected in any way Is permit-
ted to be shipped to this country,

Holstelos Preferred.
The Iowa State board of control will
soon have 1,000 Holsteln cows at Its
different Institutions. Different breeds

been declded to have only one breed
and Holsteln was selected because of
its milk-giving qualities, Last year
the cows at the lowa institution gave
nearly a quarter of a milllon gallons
of milk and this amount will be In
creased,

Measuring Hay In Stacks,

To find tke number of tons in long,
square stacks, multiply the length In
yards by the width In yards, and that
by half the altitude In yards. Then
divide that by fifteen. For clrcular
stacks multiply the square of the elr-
eunmference of the stack In yards by
four times the altltude In yards and

the pumber of cuble yards, Divide by
fifteen for the number of tuns.

Fence Powsts,

Wyoming experiments In preserving
fence posts show that when the posts
were dipped In ernde petrolenm and
burned off so that the char comes above
the ground when posts are set, they
wlill keep Indefinitely.

Proceas Dutter.

The government Inspection of preno-
vated butter last year showed a total
production of 63,000,000 pounds of such
butter, an increase of 15 per cent over

the precedi year.
Farm and Fancles,
Hogs need , pure water as much

as the rest of the stock. See that they
get It i

Perhaps you do not realize It, bm
the dearest animal on your farm is the
cheap scrub.

Which do you keep? The cow that
makes more than she eats or the cow
that eats more (han she makea?

It Is lmpossible to plant an orchard
or a windbreak !n the winter time, but

or both.

Fungous diseases and Insect pests
ean be kept from taking the profits of
the orchard this next season by falth-
ful, Judicious spraying.

The five to elght quarts of milk a
day cow wlll never return the farmer
an adequate profit, unless the percent-
age of butter fat Is high.

An argument In favor of the open
head In fruilt trees ls that the frult on
such trees does not rot so badly as that
on trees with dense heads

First the framework, then the trim.
minga So with stock-ralsing. Feed
to get the biggest kind of growth, then
lay on the fat as fast as possible.

A dalry cow must be given more feed
than just enough for her own support
if she Is to be relled upon to give any-

thing for the supnort of her owner,

Any one who Intends to start seeds !

have been used heretofore, but It hns|

divide by two. The quotient will be '

it Is possible and profitable to plan onc]

EPELLING NAMES

ThereWas No Doubt About Hannam
When the English Lady Finlshed
A bygone g tion wit I un

acrhwonions controversy o the lrish
family of O'Conor In County Roscom-
won as to the right of any branch of
the ancleny race to spell the name
thus—with one “n” That right It
wus malutained, was beld only by the
(O'Conor Don as head of the house,
So prolonged was the contest between
(tho partisaps of the O'Conor and
CO'Connor titles that It was called the
“N-less" (standing for “endless") cor-
respondence.  Finally the question was
referred to Slr J. Bernard Burke, the
|Ulster king of arms. His declslon
colncided with a decdsion In a certain
other matter—namely, that much might
be sald on either side. The two dis-
puting families had a common origin,
a king of Connaught, and could with
propriety and In accordance with tra-
ditlon spell the name one way or the
other. Fortitled by this “award,” the
two famllles have continued to spell
thelr name with one “n" up to the
presen: houe,

Equally firm on the question as to
how his name should be spelled was the
witness In a case trled in the king's
bench a few years ago, Asked his
e, his prompt reply was “Joln
"Awkins.”  “Do you," queried counsel,
“spell your name with or without an
nr The emphatlec answer was,
{“d-0-b-n.”  As a rule, however, a8 we
IIm\m sald, varlety In the spelling of
the names of people, as In that of the
|names of places, owes 1ts origin to peo-'
ple not belng so clear as was our friend
regarding how o name should be spell-
ed.

Two storles In lllustration of this
L oceur to us. In the frst Mrs. Quiver-
ful was having christened her Iatest
|bab,r. The old minister was a little
(deaf, *“What name did you say?" he
queried. *I1 sald,” replied the mother,
with some asperity, “Hannah" “Deo
you,” sald the other, “mean Anna or
Hanoah? ‘Look 'ere,” exclalmed the
now thoroughly exasperated lady, “I
won't be hexamined In,thiz way, I
 mean ‘Halteh-bhay-<hen-hen-hay-halteh'—
Hunnah !*

The second Incldent to which we re-
fer 18 this. Here also there was “a
lady In the case.” She was on an er-
rand, and she had to dea] with the
name of another party. In brief, she
had bought a palr of sleeve llnks for
bher flance when the shopman asked,
“Any, Initlals, mlss?" The rest may be
stated thus:

She—Oh, yes; 1 forgot. Engrave a
“U™ upon them for his first name.

Shopman—Pardon me, Is It Urlah oe
:l"-lysm'.‘ Names with “U" are rare,
you know,

She (proudly)—His name 1s Eugene,
—London Globe,

Crop Well Worth Rnising.

A erop that will produce $15400 to
the acre has been discovered in Brazll,
according to a report to the department
of commerce and labor from United
Btates Consul General George H. An-
derson at Rio de Janeiro, It |s the Bra-
gillan llven amd several experimental
plantations ave making an effort to put
It Into practical use,

Avcording to the consul genernl's re-
port the plant grows twelve to elghteen
feet bhigh and somewhat resembles
hemp. It matures so rapldly that a
field will produce three crops a year,
The fiker has strength, firmness, flexi-
bility and adaptabllity for bleaching
and dyeing.

It may revolutionlze the linen Indus-
try of the world and become an Impor-
tant competitor of cotton. An acre will
produce seventy-seven tons and the
product Includes not only the varlons
"grades of fiber for fine or coarse llnen
but stems and roots can be used for
making paper.

The suggestion Is made that the agrl-
cultural department should Investigate
this wonderful plant and see If It can
be produced In the portions of the Unit-
;ed States that are free from frost, The
. plant is sald to be ‘absolutely hard, re-
slsting allke the dry or ralny season,
bearing equally well on dry or wet solj
and not a prey to insects or mildew,”

My Cholee,
; I'd rather be bhappy than sad,
I'd rather be good than bad;

I'd rather rejoice, yes, this is my choles,
Than brood over the troubles I've had.
I'd rather be modest than proud,

U'd, rather be quiet than loud ;
I'd ‘rather look up, to the sky's goldes

cup,
Than walk with my head always bowed

I'd rather be healthy than sick,
1'd rather be certain than quick;
I'd rather be broke than have It be

epoke
I grew rich by an underhand trick.
I'd rather be sober than tight,
1'd rather be kindly than fight,
Unless, It were true, only fighting
would do
The work to establish the right.

I'd rather be free than a slave,
I'd rather be noble than brave:
I'd rather be me, with my babe on my
kues,
Than the richest old man near the grave
I'd rather be lavish than mean,
I'd rather my wife than a queen,
And 1'd rather my home than the splesr
dors of Rome
Or the castles that Furope has seen,
—Detroit Free Press,

Pride and Pried,
“Biffers gets his new car out severm)
times a day. Matter of pride, I sup-

pose?”

| “Yep. Pried It ont of a mudhole
three times last Monday."—Cleveland
Plaln Dealer.

l The more childrén a woman has, the
fewer theorles she has




