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NEWS OF THE WEEK

In a Condensed Form for Our
Busy Readers.

A Resume of the Less Important but
Not Less Interesting Events
of the Past Week.

-

There Is an outlook of plague In
Germany’'s West Africa colonies,

The report ls again current that

Japan Is trying to float & loan in
Parls,
Premier Fradeo has reached

Genoa badly worn out by his flight
from Lisbon.

The garrison at Fort Yellowstone
will be Increased to four troops of
cavalry of 100 men each.

Two men were killed while walk-
ing on the rallroad near Billings,
Mont. They were too drunk to no-
tice an approaching traln,

The house committee on military
affairs has agreed to recommend
more pay for enlisted men.

J. Plerpont Morgan was an inter-
ested spectator during the senate de-
bate on the pending currency bill

Turkey Is withdrawing her troops
from the Russian frontier of Persia
and the outlook seems to be for
peace.

Manager Conreld, of the New York
opera, has resigned and will be sue-
ceeded by a famous director from
Milan, Italy.

After being in the hands of re-
celvers for eight years the assets of
a New York bank shrunk from
$150,000 to $36,000.

Count Boni de Castillane was fined
$20 for his recent assault on his
rival, Prince de Sagan, and the lat-
ter was given 20 cents damages.

Secretury Shaw deplores the fact

that most of the ships tending ‘h"!cuurtn.

'$ o'clock last night,

THREE DEAD: 23 INJURED. [

Shaeridan Local Wrecked by Broken
Hail at Forest Grove.

Forest Grove, Ore, Feb. 12—
Three were killed and 23 were In-
jured, one very serlously, by the de-
rallment of the Sheridan local on a
short trestle bridge about three-
fourths of a mile west of this clty at
The dead are:

Mrs. Edward Bates and 6-months-
old daughter, of Forest Grove.

J, A, McDonald, of McMinnville,

Mrs. J. H. Brown, aged 60, of
Sheridan, was badly crushed, and
may not recover,

The accident Tresulted from a
broken raill, one 30-foot section at
the west end of the tréstle bridge be-

ing splintered into four pleces bri
loaded |

the welght of the heavily
coaches. The defective rail appar-
ently did not give way until after
the engine, mall and baggage cars
had crossed in safety.

The smoker was the first to leave
the track, ecarrying with It two day
couches, The smoker and the first
day coach ran over the ties for a dis-
tance of 20 yards and pitched from

'the trestle to the ground, tem feet
'below, striking on their sides.

The
second day coach also left the track,
and turned only partly over.

Miss Grace Harding, of Gaston, a
passenger In the rear coach, was
thrown through a window into less
than two feet of water beneath the
trestle, but escaped uninjured.

PRINTERS SENT TO PRISON.

Members of New York ""Big 68" Fined
and Sent to Jail,

New York, Feb. 12.—President
Patrick MecCormick, of the local Ty-
pographical Union, known as the
“Blg 6" and George W. Jackson and
Vincent J, Costello, unlon organizers,
yesterday were fined $250 each and
sentenced to 20 days' imprisonment
for disobedience of an injunction ob-
tained by the Typothetae of New
York in 1906, Thomas Bennett and
Willlam 8. Anderson were [fined
$1v0 on the same charge. Sentence
was Imposed by Justice Bishoff in
the supreme court,

This is the first time any sueh
heavy sentence In the case of a labor
organization for violatlon of injunc-
tion has been {imposed In these
The troubles grew out of

battleship fleet carry some forelgn |the strike of Typographical Union
flag and he urges the building up of \No, §, commonly called “Big Six,”

FORBIDS GLAD HAND,
Corrupt Practices Act May Be Found
Unconstitutional.

Balem-——That the corrupt-practices
bill, to be submitted to a vote of the
people under the initlative and ref-

‘erendum, Is in direet conflict with

that section of the Constitution which
guarantees freedom of speech Is be-
llewed by many who have read the
measure. The bill makes it a crime
for any person to ask, solleit or in
any manner try to induce or per-
suade a voter on electlon day to vote
|for or agalnst any candidate or meas-
'ure. This would bar the use of any
Ikind of argument on election day and
there Is doubt whether It would be
constitutional.

Under this section of the law it Is
probable that newspapers published
on the morning of ¢lectlon day would
be prohiblted from printing anything
calculated to Influence voters In de-
termining how to mark their ballots.

The words “in any manner try to
induce or persnade’” would cover a
\multitude of acts. Candidates who
jwent to the polls and extended the
glad hand to voters would unques-
tionably come ‘within the terms of
the act, for it is common knowledge
that @ warm handshake Is one of the
most potent means of getting votes,

LARGE RETURNS FROM COwSs

Tillamook Dairymen Make Over $100
a Year per Cow.

Tillamook—Another co-operative
cheese factory to make its annual
report is that of the Red Clover
Creamery Company, which makes a
'good showing® and is exceedingly
flattering to the dalrymen who take
their milk to this cheese factory.
Following are some of the Interest-
ing figures in the report: Amount of
'milk recelved for the year, 1,739,048
pounds; amount of butter fat con-

jtained In milk, 68,677.7 pounds;
average test, .03943 per cent;
amount of cheese manufactured,

195,009 pounds; returns received,
$27,692.08; avernge price received
14 1-5 cents per pound f. o. b, Tilla-
imook; average yield,” 11.21 pounds
per 100 pounds of milk.

| OREGON STATE NS OF INTERES

our merchant marine,

In a speech before the Lincoln
club of Kalamazoo, Mich.,, Senator
Knox, of Pennsylvania, sald federal
regulation of rallroads had been en-
tirely justified and was not an at-
tack on business.

Nine miners were killed by an ex-

plosion of gas In a Kentucky coal
mine,

A New York grand jury has re-
turned two indictthents against Ice
King Morse,

Beach Hargls, the young man who
shot his father, a Kentucky feudist,
18 held without ball

Over 5,000 men have been put to
work by the National Tube Company,
near Cleveland, Ohio,

New York labor leaders want to
nominate labor candidates for pres-
ident and vice president,

Foraker Insists that President
Roosevelt is using political patron-
age to help the Taft boom.

The Columbla Northern railway
will be merged with the other Hill
lines under one management.

Lisbon papers demand the punish-
ment of one of the guards who
sabred one of the king's assassins.

The Illinois Steel Company's mills
in South Chicago are resuming work.
They will employ about §,000 men,

A treaty has been signed providing
for the arbitration of any difficulty
that may arise between the United
Btates and France.

The United States court of appeals
has nagailn declded that rallroads
must use reasonable precaution for
the safety of their employes.

Two Nevada laborers, while lost in
a snow storm, found a rich ledge of
gold-bearing quartz under the snow
while makiug a camp for shelter,

The Portugese nation will provide
funds for the ecare of the famlilles of

the king's slayers who were klllod.i

and wealthy faimilies are contending

for the privilege of adopting the or-

phans,
The battleship fleet has passed

Magellan straits and is now in the for the delivery of foodstuffs,

Pacific ocean.

ordered early in 1906 against the As-| The price pald the patrons for
soclation of Employers known as the butter fat kept at a high price dur-
Typothetae of the city of New York ing the whole year, as the following

for a closed shop and an elght-hour figures will show:

dhy.
WILL BAR JAPS,

January, 30.%
cents; February, 28.27 cents; March,
38 cents; April, 37.656 cents; May,
34.37 cents; June, 34.96 cents; July,
34.08 cents; August, 36.78 cents;
September, 36.16 cents; October, 36

British Columbia Legislature Enacts |conts; November, 36.5 cents; Decem-

Educational Test Law.

Vietoria, B. C., Feb. 12.—The new
immigration law, enacted by the
British Columbia legislature recent-
ly, on the lines of the Natal act,
which applies an educational test to
immigrants arriving in British Co-
lumbia, who must be able to read
and write In English or a language
of BEurope to be permitted to land,
became a law today, when Lieuten-
ant-Governor James Dunsmuir as-
sented to the bill.

Immediate provisilons were made
for the enforcement of the new law,
which Is obviously aimed at the Jap-
anese, and offleials have been In-
structed to carry out its effect on all
immigrants arriving after today.
There are at the quarantine station
268 Japanese, left there by the
steamer Kaga Maru, In quarantine,
1256 of whom are bound here, and
these will come under the provisions
of the new law.

RURAL PARCELS POST BILL.

Burnham Proposes Measura to Help
Country Merchants.
Washington, Feb. 11.—Senator
Burnham, of New Hampshire, today
lntroduced In congress a measure of

|distinet Importance to rural interests

throughout the United States. It Is
@ bill to provide a rural delivery par-
cels post for merchandise and other
articles actually mailed on rural de-
livery routes. The rural free deliv-
ery routes now number more than
35,000, and on them In excess of
15,000,000 people recelve a dally
postal service,

The measure has the Indorsement
of the president and postmaster-gen-
eral, Meyer., It provides, in brief,
for the establishment of a rural par-
cel post at special rates of puatzge
Ty
goods, drugs, books and other mer-

The Swift Packing Company has |chandise,

completed plans for a $3,600,000
plant in Portland.

A Yale graduate and athlete has
been found to possess a complete
outlit of burglar's tools.

Premler Franco, dictator of Por-
'Crown Prince as a justifiable politi-

tugal has not left his room sinee ar-
riving In Bordeaux, France.
Roosevelt says the charges that he

fs using his Influence to help Tl&
|

along are false and maliclous.

Claims of alleged (llegitimate heira
of Alfonso XII are creating consld-
erable trouble for the Spanish gov-
ernment.

One child was killed
persons Injured In the crush at the
funeral of the dead king and prince
of Portugal.

Members of the royal household
declare that the Portugese crown
prinee rose and fired twice at the as-
sassing before he himsell fell dead.

Californin rallroad commission hns!

evidence to conviet the BSouthern
Pacifie of rebating on about 4,000
separate counts, the fines for which
will amount to $80,000,000,

King Edward and Queen Alexan-
dra, the Prince and Princess of
Wales, Princess Vietoria and many
government officials attended the

memorial services for the late King|

Carlos of Portugal and the Crown
Prinee,

The battleship fleet has turned to the
north. )

Fund for King's Slayers.
London, Feb., 12.—A special dis-
pateh to' the Standard from Lisbon

states that the public acqulesce In
the nssessination of the King and

cal act, and that no effort will be
made to bring to justice the accom-
plices of the murderers, although
they are numerous and In  many
cases known, On the contrary, says
the dispatch, no surprise Is expressed
that the republican newspapers de-
mand the eriminal prosecution of the
king's equerry, Flegueria, who sab-

and many ered one assassin,

Naval Uniform a Bar.

Providence, R. I, Feb. 12.—The
Rhode Island supreme court today
confirmed the decislon of the lower
court in the case of Chlef Yeoman
Fred Buenzle, who sued the proprie-
tors of a Newport dancing pavillon
for refusing his admission because
he wore the uniform of the United
States navy. When the case was
tried in the superior court Buenzle
wag awarded 25 cents damages, this
belng the sum he had pald for his
tieket.

Arbitrate With France.
Washington, Feb, 12.—Seeretary
Root and Ambassador Juseerand to-

|day signed a treaty providing for the

arbitration of any lssue that may
arise between France and America.

ber, 33.33 cents.

As the numerous cheese factories
lof Tillamook county are making
their annual returns, the dairymen
are now in a position to know the
results of their year's work, who are
comparing flgures with previous
'years, and as a result of this a large
‘mumber of dalrymen have made over

$100 per cow for last year, and con-!

sidering that they raise all their own
feed on their farms ,and do not have
to buy mill feed, the profit in dairy-
ing last year was exceedingly large,
,they recelving their pay every
month. As an {llustration of this,
W. B. Alderman has made $2,385.96
from 21 cows, or $113.61 per cow,
He takes his milk to the Maple Leaf
Creamery Assoclation, and it is made
into cheese.

New College Building.

Milton—At a meeting of the board
of Columblia college It was declded
that an administration bullding cost-
ing $25,000 should be erected, and
it is understood that this bullding
shall be ready for use at the next col-
'lege term next fall. The bullding is
to be equipped in the most modern
iway, glving every advantage to the
students. This 18 a South Methodist
institution, and s proving very suc-
|leeasful. There Is an enrollment of
over 100 students this terms, all
(form different parts of the north-
west,

Sales Under Hinkle Ditch.

Pendleton—8even sales of arid land
aggregating over $11,000 have just been
'Imnde from the Hinkle Ditch company's
tract in the western part of Umatilla
leounty. The tracts will all be settled
and reclaimed and a large cettlement
is anticipated in that part of the county
'thie spring. Those making purchases
were J. H. S8trohm, W. P, Littlefield,
Mauriee D), Scroggs, Elizabeth J. Tuck-
er, Martha A. Travls, Lorin G. Henry
and B. F. Btrohm.

State Wants Sidetrack.

Salem—The state board has asked
the Railroad commiselon to investigate
the question of the need of a sidetrack
on the SBouthern Pacific at the site of
the proposed home for the feetle mind-
ed, just south of this city. The rail-
road company refused the state's re-
quest for a sidetrack. The state board
wants the sidetrack established as an
aid in transporting material for the
new building, which will be started
moon.

Eagles Worry Benton County.
Monroe—A palr of large eagles
are playing havoe among the small
lambs on the foothillsa west of town.
They are expert In keeping out of
rifle range and no one has been able
to get a shot at them.

Adds Coursa in Italian,
University of Oregon Eugene—A
conrse in beginning Italian has been
annonneed by the department of mod-
ern languagems. Dr. Timothy Chloran
is at the head of this department.

Cannery Puts Up Beef.
Browneville—The Brownsville ecan-
bas been experimenting in the
eanning of beef and it will probably
| put up & large amount in tae near fu-
ture.

FRECIOUS STONES It SUIVER.
Albany Man Makes Great Finds
Gravel Bars.
Albany-—That the gravel bars of
the Willamette river are full of val-

uable stones Is evidenced by the,

number found by J. G. Crawford, of
this elty, In the past year. People
spend hours, says Mr. Crawford,
searching on ocean beaches for
stones, which can be picked up in
ordinary gravel bars where no one
ever thinks of searching.

On the Willamette just above and
opposite this city I8 a wide gravel
bar and on this during the past year
Mr. Crawford has found the follow-
(ing stones and minerals: Agates of
virlous colors, cornelians, varlous
shades of jasper, conglomerate jas-
per, white jade, feldspar which re-
sembles the blue ground of South
Africa, indicative of dlamonds; chal-
ecedony, silicas of wvarious colors,
bluck obsidian, black and red obsi-
dian ,moon stones, opals, rubltated
quarts., Thompsonite, serpenting,
oolitie, sandstone, saturlite, phallus
and mitioritis, composed of iron and
sulphur. On this same plain-appear-
ing gravel bar Mr. Crawford has
found in his searches in the past
year a fossil shark's tooth, primitive
|ixes, pastels and mortars and paleo-
liths,

WANT CHEAPER GRAIN SACKS

Growers at Athena Working Through
Association.

Athena—C. A. Barrett, president of
the Inland Graingrowers' association,
says that the principal object of the or-
ganization at present Ig fo redoce the
price of sacks. The association declares
thal the prices the dealers ask'for sacks
are unreasonable, They say that they
made a good, substantial saving last
vear by means of the association, and
that they will be able to make a far
greater saving this year. Mr. Barrett
estimates that the farmers of this
county will be able this year to save
 $40,000. The Inland Graingrowers'
"ageoviation is a corporation and buys
its own sacks direct thus making a
great deal better bargain than the
dealer can make.

Another purpose of the association is
to force the O. R. & N. and Northern
Pacific railway companies to arrange to
shift cars from one line to the other
without removing the goods from one
ear to another. Another object the
aggociation has in view is to reduce
freight rates on large grain shipments.

Will Advertise in East.

Eugene — The Eogene Commercial
‘elub has appropristed §300 for adver-
lt—ising Lane county and Eugene in East-
ern papers next month, or until the
|eolonist ratés on the transcontinental
 railroads go into effect. Of the $1,375
expended by the promotion department
of the ¢lub since Manager Hartog took
charge, all but $20.75 was expended in
Eugene, thereby really turning the
money subscribed back into the com-
munity that gives it,

New Hotel for Sodaville.

Albany—That, a Portland physi-
clan will erect a $10,000 hotel and
sanitarium at Sodeville during the
next three months is a report which
|Imn galned foundation in the little
mineral springs city five mlles south-
enst of Lebanon. No names have been
given publicity, but it is said that
the improvement is an assured fact
during the coming summer season,

FPORTLAND MARKETS.

Wheat—Cluab, 82¢; bluestem, Sde;
valley, 82¢; red, 80ec.

Oats—No. 1 white, $27.50;
$27.50 per ton,

Barley—Feed, $26.00 per ten;
brewing, $32.00; rolled, $29 @ 30,

Corn—Whole, §32.50; cracked,
$33.50,

Hay—Valley timothy, No. 1, $17

gray,

@18 ton; BEastern Oregon timothy,
$20 21; clover, $14G@ 15; cheat,
$15; grain hay, $14@ 15, alfalfs,
$126013; vetch, $14.

Butter—Clty creamerfes: Extra
creamery, 37%ec per pound; state
creamerles, fancy creamery, Z20@

36ec; store butter, choice, 166 17c.

Cheese—Oregon full eream twins,
15¢; Young America, 16 @ 16%c per
pound.

Poultry—Awverage old hens, 13 @
13%e¢; mixed chickens, 126 12%e¢;
spring chickens, 12% @ 13¢; roosters,
10@ 11e¢; dressed chickens, 14¢; tur-
keys, live, per pound, 9@ 10e; ducks,
14 @ 16¢; pigeons, i5c@ $1.00;
squabs, §1.60@ 2.

Eggs—Fresh ranch 30e¢, candled,
23 @ 24¢; per dozen; Eastern nomi-
nal.

Veal—756 to 125 pounds, %c; 125
to 150 pounds, 7e¢; 150 to 200
pounds, 5@ 640,

Pork—Block, 76 to 1560 pounds,
6% i Te; packers, 5@ fe.

Frults—Apples, table, - $1.75@
3.00; cooking, $1.26@ 1.50 per box;
cranberries, $§8& 11 per barrel.

Vegetables—Turnlps, i6e per
sack: enrrots, 66c¢ per sack; beets,
$1.00 per sack; garlie, S¢ per pound.
Artichokes, 80c# $1.10 per dozen;
beans, 20¢ per pound; cabbage, 1@
1%¢ per pound; caunliflower, $1.75
@ 1.85; celery, $3.76@ 4 per erate;

eggplant, 17%c¢ per pound; lettuee,
hothouse, G0c@ $1.25 per box; on-
fons, 154F20¢ per dozen; parsley,

20¢ per dozen; peas, 10¢ per pound;
peppers, 17%e per pound; pumpkins,
1@1%ec per pound; radishes, 20e¢
per dozen; spinach, 6¢ per pound;
sprouts, S¢ per pound; squash, 14
1% e per pound; tomatoes, crates (6
baskets), $5@ 5.50.

Onfons—Buying price, $2.50 per
hundred.
| Potatoes—Buying price, 40 @ 60e
per hundred delivered Portland;
llwut potatoes $3.25@ 3.50 per cwt.

!Rullruad Commlssioners

LIABLE TO FINES OF $80,000,000

Cilear Case Against 8. P —Paid Re-
bates for Years.

San Francisco, Feb. 11.—Penalties
unprecedented in the history of the
prosecution of corporations in Call-
fornla, or a complete revislon and
vitalizing of the laws applicable to
rallroads, will be the outcome of the
Investigntion to be finstituted this

|week by the State Rallroad Commis-

aioon. in the rooms of the Chamber of

mmerce, in the Merchants' BEx-
change bullding,
Assistant  Attorney-General Ray-

mond Benjamin sald today that 4,000
cases of rebating have been perfected
against the Southern Paclfle Com-
pany, practically through its own ad-
misslons. These cases will be pre-
sented to the Rallroad Commisaion
by Attorney-General U, 8. Webb, Mr,
Benjamin and O. K. Cushing, special
counsel for the California Traffic As-
soclation. Should convictions be ob-
tained on each of these cases, and
the Maximum penalty of $20,000 be
Ifmposed for each violation of the
law, the Southern Paclfic will face
an aggregate fine of $50,000,000,

In each cage the evidence practl-
cally is coneclusive, from bills of lad-
ing to the indcrsed checks issued by
the company to the shipper, in reim-
bursement. When the State Board of

requested
the Southern Pacifle to submit its
books to Mr, Benjamin, Peter F.
Dunne, counsel for the rallroad, re-

Iplied that the railroad’'s books would

be available at any time. The com-
placency with which the railroad cor-
poration greets the investigation
foreordains that It will not fight the
action of the Rallroad Commission
on merits but rather upon the law
Involved.

Section 322 of the state leglislation
which creates the State Board of
Rallroad Commissioners, with their
power to fix rates, provides:

“Any rallroad corporation or
transportation company which shall
fall to conform to such rates as shall
be established by such commission
* * * shall be fined not exceed-
ing $20,000 for each offense. * *

In 4,000 cases the railroad com-
pany falled to conform to the rate
sel by the Commissioners. The prac-
tice is of long standing, but the only
records avallable are those subse-
quent to May, 1906, In some of these
rebates the rallroad refunded 53 per
cent of the original charge to the
shipper,

DRAG OUT SKELETONS,

Alleged lllegitimote Heirs of Alfonso
Making Trouble.

Madrid, Feb, 11.—The question of
alloting a pension of 250,000 pesetas
to the Infanta Alfonso, the son of
Don Carlos of Bourbon and the Prin-
cess of Asturias, who recently mar-
ried Princess Loulse of Orleans in
England, has received the approval
of the Couneil of State and now goes
before the Cortes. But it has raised
many complications, not the least in-
teresting of which are sults for sim-
llar allowances brought by the na-
tural children of Alfonso XII by
Elena Sanz, a former well-known
Spanish actress, and a natural cous-
in of the king named Carlos Allen
Perkins, a second-rate but popular
actor in the music halls of the cap-
ital.

Perkins claim goes back to his
great-grandmother, the famous In-
fanta Carlotta, who provoked the
Carlist war by obliging Ferdinand
VII to admit the principle of the
Salie law. It was she who slapped
the face of Calomarde, the Premier,
and drew from him the historic re-
tort:

“White hands are not offensive.”

Perkins' birth is not recorded in
Gotha ,but he [nsists that his real
name is Don Franeisco Carlos Pio
Rose Alfonso Luis Fernando Allen
Perkins Guerowsky Bourbon Luth-
erlan Hossen Drichma Vrichna and
Ottendorl” and consequently a blood
relatlon of most ol the reigning sov-
erigns of Europe,

Survey for New Tunnel.

Beattle, Wash., Feb. 11.—Survey-
ors and engineers in the employ of
{the Northern Pacific have for months
been locating a new tunnel through
the Cascades. The fact became
known yesterday, when the men,
|drl\ren from their work by the heavy
snows, arrived at Green River Hot
Springs on their way to 8t. Paul.
| From Hot Springs comes word thet
the big Stampede tunnel is to be
abandoped as soon as the new bore
is completed. The new bore is to
be severf miles long and will cost up-
ward of $§10,000,000.

Franco Excites Curiosity.

Bordeaux ,France, Feb, 11.— Sun-
day passed with Senor Franco, the
Iex-l—'remier of Portugal, still in Bor-
deaux and still in seclusion. His
'privacy has remained unbroken;
(slnee his arrival Friday he has not
emerged from the hotel where he s
stopping, not even, from his room.
The former dictator has become a
problem which the people are dis-
cussing with ecurious, wondering,
even sympathetic interest, but no one
has been enlightened as to the hour
of his departure, or his destination,
‘for it is certain that he Is not to re-
main here long.

Wreck on Wabash.

Detroit, Mich., Feb, 11.—The Con-

tinental Limited passenger train on
the Wabash rallway, westbound, was
derailed today by a broken rall at
Delhl, Ont., 160 miles east of De-
troit. None of the passengers nor
train crew sustained any injuries,
other than bruises, Mrs. J. W, Dan-
fels, of Wallace, Idaho, was taken
from the train at St. Thomas, suffer-
Ing from nervons shock and with this
exception all of the passengers con-
tinued to their destinations.

Temparance Worker Dead.

New York, Feb. 11.—John W,
Oliver, editor and prinecipal owner of
the Yonkers Statesman, dled at his
home In Yonkers today, aged 82
years, Mr. Oliver was an early lead-
er In the temperance movement, and
with his brother, Isaac Oliver, found-
ed the Sons of Temperance.

ROADTOPROSPERITY

Rush on to Wholelale Houses to
Replenish Stocks.

BUY HEAVIER THAN LAST YEAR

Country Fast Recovering From Fi-
nancial Depression—Factories
Resuming Operations.

Chieango, Feb. 13.—That the na-
‘tlon aguin Is on the high road to
prosperity was shown today by re-
ports from all sections of the coun-
try. On every hand It Is agreed that
the _depression following the finan-
cial flurry of last fall is a thing of
[lhe past, and that the outlook is for
'a steadily Increasing volume of bus-
iness untll normal conditions have
 been reached, In some branches of
trade prosperity In a full measure
has been recorded, and other lines
‘show an improvement that promises
|some satisfuctory records at the close
of the year,

Following the end of the stringency
‘In money comes an improvement in

]collectiuuu and a eorresponding facll-

{ity of barter and sale. It also has
been demonstrated completely that
|the general publle escuped the effects
of the flurry, The people have cash
with which to supply their needs,
land their needs are just as great as
ever.

With more factorics resuming op-
eratlons every day, the number of
the unemployed is decreasing, and it
is belleved that before long the idle
mill will be the exception,

Chleago wholesalers report that
the country merchants are coming in
with their spring orders in greater
numbers than a year ago. In almost
every case they say that thelr stocks
are low and must be replenished im-
mediately to care for the demands of
thelr customers,

The steel business, recognized as
the barometer of trade in general,
has shown marked improvement
within the last few weeks. BSuch ar-
ticles as wire and nalls, which get
Lo the general public quicker than
the other products, are in great de-
mand, and the rallroads are coming
Into the market for large quantities
of supplies.

The outlook is for bigger business,
'both in quality and in quantity, than
last year,” sald Walter D. Moody,
'business manager of the Chicago As-
|soclation of Commerce. *“1 have
|been around the wholesale district a
good deal lately, and I find it {s op-
ltim[uuc over the outlook for the
'spring business. 1 have had direct
irepurts from many of the large
'houses, and they all read the same.
* “There¢ are many merchants In
(town, and they are coming by every
‘train, They are flocking to the
| wholesale houses, and in practically
every case they are buying freely.

JAPS AT TARGET PRACTICE

Have Small Cannon Mounted Along
Calitornia Coast.

Santa Monica, Cal., Feb. 13.—On
an unfrequented bluff, which marks
the northern limit of Santa Monlea
(bay, a party of seven Japunese, wiih
'a small cannon in their possession,
have been for several days past en-
gaged In  experiments that have
aroused the suspiclons of the settlera

in the homestead district, and the
news of their operations, reaching
here tonight, has ereated some little
excitement, particularly us it s
known that the portion of the Am-

erlcan battleship fleet will remain
severnl days In the waters enclosed
by Point Dumwa, where the party of
Japanese made its headquarters,

Their evident anxiety to escape ob-
servation, he sald, drew upon them
the careful observation of several of
the settlers, who found them on oune
oceasion in  possession of a small
pivot gun, which, mounted on a clifr
185 feet nbove the water, was being
fired, first in one direction and then
in another,

The Japanese, unaware that they

were being watched, seemed Inter-
ested in determining the range of
the little piece of artillery, which

threw missiles over a mile from the
shore. The gun waes operated with
smokeless powder.

Free to Work for Strike

Norfolk, Va., Feb, 13.—Judge Me-
Lemore has dissolved the injunction
obtained In nis court sometime ago
by the Luckenbach Towing Company,
of Brooklyn, N. Y., by which the
Norfolk Marine Engineers Union, Its
officers and members, were restraln-
ed from Interfering with the em-
ployes on the Luckenbuch tugs in an
effort to bring on an engineers”
strike. Judge MecLemore ruled that
no injunction could lie untll the evi-
dence against plaintiffs, or thelr
property, was attempted by the de-
fendant.

Mail €ubsiay Bili.

lof Senator Gallinger, the Senate to-
day agreed to consider the ocean
malil subsidy bill next Monday. The
bill authorizes the Postmaster-CGen-
eral to pay for ocean mall service In
vessela of the second class on routes
to South America, the Phillppines,
Japan and China and Australia at a
rate of $4 per outward mile, whieh is
the rate now paid to vessels of the
first class which carry maill under
contraet with the government.

Portugal Growing Quiet.

London, Feb. 13.—The Times this
morning publishes a long Lisbon dis-
patch relative to recent events in
Portugal. It says that the situation
Is Improving dally and that the gov-
ernment adheres to its policy of con-
ciliating publlie opinion, but that it
wonld be a mistake to consider all
danger over,



