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Oregon’s Land Monopoly.

Oregon, l.lm«‘e forty years, has
Leen “held up'' by grabbers of land
wprants, who possess some 5,000
acres of the total unreserved 52,000-
000 acres in the state,  Their laud |
monopoly, created by acts ol Con-
yress between 1862 and 1870, mak.
ing free giflt ot vast acres of the
public domain, for so-called mili-
tary roads and for railroads, has
barred settlement and development
from its tracts and from important

water courges and fertile valleys, by |

means of its possession of alternate |
sections, Lhetkl'rln; the state o
zigzng lines.

These grafts were allowed oy Con-
gress and the lapds were accepted
by greedy grabberss like franchises
nowadays, under pretense that the
free gift would eause the recipients
tn render & public service. They
never have fulfiiled the trustim.
poged on them in o single instance;
they have secured the land by ren-
dering the least possible servies, for
the most part no service nt all; they
have shut out home bullders and
now stand i the way of National
irrigation works; their whole record
wone, il not of mfamy, thep of
flagrant breach of trust,

This greedy land wmonopoly, con-
stituted of half n dozen or more
corporations, presents a  scrious
problem to the people of Oregon
here is well-founded sentiment
that the holders ot this fiee-gift
Innd shiould be compelled to cut up
their boldingw, sell in small tracts
stand out of the way ot homedbuild-
ers, admit lumbermen for logging,
luming nand booming
miners and irrigators  Wide rib-
bons of lands. granted in alternate
sections from six to forty miles in
breadth, run aeross the state from
one side to another, They have al-
wnys been a blight on the atate and
are worse now than ever,

These lauds should be reached by
the tax power of the state, to com-
pel their possessors Lo pay a return
to the publie foe the immensely val-
uable privileges they possess and
indirectiy to cause the lands to be
sold.  This seems the ooly author-
ity that enn resch them, since it is
not possible to compel their sale by
direct legislation nor to control the
disposition that the monopoly may
make of them, nor to ipvalidate the|
title in which they are held.

The two constitutional amend
ments offered by the State Tax
Commission, as s basiy for ils pro-
posed new tax code, might permit| 9
the levying of a specific graduated
tux, on the monopolized lands, i |
nddition to  genernl state, county

|I~.|,

Hands in

aod let in|

T h-* plém st l"g(mt-
ed by R. G, Smith of Grauts Pass,
The people of
barred out long

wi Irlu.‘. one
(':emm hase been

|¢-nnuhh and the possessors of tlm

lands have enjoyed their fat privi-
leges long enough at the expense of
the state.

| the present owners should sit down

,.mrl wait for the growth of the state

further to enhance the value of the
lands,

The grants should never have
|been made. They have Ubeen
| held by nown-resident landlords

|these many years, at the cost of th«'
landlores |

The

prople of Oregon.
or nothing

have done little in re-

turn for the wvust tracts they have
held for profit, Their “vested

rights'’ cannot be nullified, as jus-
tice and the superior rights of the
public call for in this ease, But

the vested liberties of the “_nlnlu
should be untetiered of these bonds,
The men who can devise means of
accomplishing the task will render
a most valuable public service-
Eight land grants were made in
Oregon, between 1864 and 1870,

ooo {three of them to railronds, that o llgw e and the

-tl:a Oregon & Californm from Port
"land to the southern state boundary |

'being the equivalent o f a strip 362 |

miles long by 20 miles wide (ten al
ternate seclicns on each wside of the
road, with a 10-mile idemnity strip
outside that limit); the Oregon cen-
tral, from Portland to McMinoville,
| 40 wmiles, having the
and tbhe Northern Pacifie, from
Port'and to (Iuh]t 40 mtlt-n long
lrllll'l o! that width also Nat all the
these limils nld be se-
cared by the railrowds, becauvse
either occupied by wettlers or be-
cause the three grants overlapped
#ach other, but 10.mile 1demnity
strips were granted and between 3,-
ooo ooo and 4,000,000 acres were
obtaiued

The railroads were built, but the
lands were not devoted to the pur-
pose for which Congress iotended
them, ‘They were to be sold only
to actual settlers, in tracts of pot
more thaa 160 acres to one pur-
chaser and ftor not more $£2.50 an
acre. but these restrictions bhave
been evaded and probably at last
successfully oullified by the cow- |
panies, Meanwlhile the great bulk
of the lauds is retained and the
Soutliern Pacific bas rofused in the
last three years to  sell lands of the

Oregon & Californin and  the Ore
pon Central
More flagrant still has  been the

record of the live wagon road grants
which extend enst and west over the |
wtate. The roads were not built as
{agreed; i fact for the most part
[they were not built at all. ‘These
grants were: one from Albany to
she Eastern boundary of the state;
another from Fogene, and a third
from the Dalles o that lige; one
from Roseburg to Coos Bay and su-
other from CUorvallis to Yagquinn
Bay. The theoretical area within
all the wagon road tructs was about
1,500,000 ncres made up of alter-
nate sections within three and six
mile lmits,

The damage of Oregon has been
done and cannot be repaired. The
problem now is lo mapage the mon-
opolized areas, through future leg-
islation for the interest of the state.
| This is a live question Oregouiag,
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Royal
Baking Powder
Absolutely
Pure

DISTINCTIVELY A CREAM OF
TARTAR BAKINC POWDER

Royal does not contain an atom of
phosphatic acid (which is the
product of bones digested in sul-
phuric acid) or of alum (which is
one-third sulphuric acid) substan-
ces adopted for other baking pow-

ders because of
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Mr. and Mrs. ). |, lones Cottage Grove Churches | oeamas
Cottage Grove Flour Mills

Celebrate Their Fif-
teenth Wedding
Anniversary.

A large number of invited guests | Evening anbject “Hours of Darl i
assembled to join in the celebration | ness. |
and partake of the generous bospi-|  Episcopal Chureh  Services held |
tality of the host and hostess, 8 i(he second Wednesdas +
number of Eugene relatives and | ecach monthat 7:90in Masonic ball
I’r:rn-i-. of the family being number- | There will be services cvers |
d among the guests, Sunday of a mounth
The parlor decorations, while S o ) i oar warehonee.
simple, were appropriate and artis. | Uttholic Chureh, Futher ¢ !I iy & Gants Tor SOGOR
tie, ivy, ferns and mistletoe predom. | “TViCes the seccond Sunday in each | cA A
inating, The hostess was assisted | ©OPth i
in recziving by Mr, and Mrs. Chas Christian  Scienc ! i
| ‘v u.IJcnhurg and the spacious par- |over Allison’s Durner ery
irs of the Jones home presented Sunday morr ' ck an
\'L-'} '.\'-iil'll'”l."l scene N8 every ons | W L"f!llt‘-]'!'i_\ eVening u eclock, i)
seemed 1o cnst aside all formality Christian l'l-.'.r- s D, | e
and enter into the true social spirit | Olson  Pastor Services at 11 10| - e —
cf the ocension the morning and 0 1 '
About wpiee o'clock the piapo ing. V. PP, 5, (
{ pealed forth o beautiful wedding G830 p. m, Sunda ! it 1
march which was admirably exe- | o'clock [ntermediag \
[ euted by Miss Ithei Evans -‘If Eu- | Society al 2:30 and Chot; ' {iiHQ! ‘“il \(—5
“Bridal party’’ prg- | every Saturday evenivg at 7:3 VUL (I L

| ceded by Rev. J. L. Beatty, pastor;
of the M. E. Church took up thei
places before an improvised altar
and solemunly renewed the marriage
vows which they had
iifteen years previously. The cere
mouny, though brief, was wver
pretty and impressive, Rev Beatty
¢ fliciatiog iu & wmost pleasing man- |
ner, The impressiveness and sol
cilmll, of the ceremouy was broken |
by Mr. Frank Wheeler, who acted
as best man nnd who created not o
little merriment by whipping out a |

assented to |

five dollar bill from his pocket and |

Bo W -rth League, 6:30 . m Pr

| teadering it to the officinting clergy. |

man almost
of the ceremony had passed from
his lips, Mrs. Jones was attended
by Mrs I'. D, Wheeler and both weie
attired in very becoming gowns,
| while Mr. Jones and his groomsman
F. D. Wheeler appeared in full
dress snits,

before the finnl words!
|

in fact many were heard |

to remark that time bhad dealt very |

|gently with Mr, and Mrs. Jones and
{that on this anniversary they ap-
llk‘ﬂl’t‘l as youtbful apd bappy as

[when they took upon themselves
{the solemn obligntions ol fiftesn
| years ago.

At the conclusion of the cere-

mony bearty coogratuiations were
l".-h..mur-:»l upon the “bridal party’
|after which a very juteresting miusi

l.'-tl program was rendered as fol-
ows: Piavo solo, Miss Georgetta
Berg; cornet solo, Chas. Cochran;

Miss Ethel Evans;
solo, J, M, Isham; vocal quartette,
Messrs. Isham aod Cochran and
Mesdames Bruund and Brehaut,

The wusical program ended,
splendid  refreshiments were served
10 several courses, three young In-
' dies nnd three young men acting
as waiters,

Mr. and Mrs, Jones are the re
ciptents of many beautiful and valu-
able presents,

The invited guests were Messrs,
and Mesdames F. B, Plullips, W,
| C. Conner, Frank Wheeler, Harry

nago solo vogon!
] " C

Wynne, James Benson, Nate Comp
ton, J. M. Isham, C. E.  Counner,
Will Cunningham, Will Hogats,

Harry Brebaut, Ernest Sears, Chas,
YauDenburg, Andrew Brund, J. L,
Beatty, Marry Meteall, H O
Thomypsion, Oscar Frobmader, Joho

Meldley, Herbert Eakin, Charles
Cochran, Harry Hart, L. F, Or-
purd, J. €. Lewis, John Cochran,
Will Lundy, Albert Woods, W. H
Abrams, J. M. Fisher, L. H. Baker,
Urland  Blackmore, R. A. Booth,
!l"r;mk J. Hard, L. N. Rouney, Fred

Lamb, J. W. Robeits, C. I&. Rob-
erts, Will Lundy, 8, K. Mewinger,
Charles Jones, Arthur Star, Harry
Star, Charles Roberts, George Rich
mond, Clarence Roberts. Mrs. Jen-
uie Richard, Mary Gray, Addie
Star, Edith Evuns,  Misses Francis
innd Marnon Beatty, Jessie and
(ieorgetta Berg Hunice YauDenburg

Rena Blair, Gertrade Palmer, Ger-
trude and Netue Burdick thel
' Evans, Vinnie Kuapp, Floreocs nad

Messrs, Herman Pale
mer, Fred Waehite, Hesn Sanford,
G. H. Roberts, C. H. Jones, I, uard
Star, Will Sherwood

Cora Huff.

Eugene Streels to be Paved.

the city couneil
called by

At a meeting of
of Eugene on the 2d

Mayor Wilkins to  discuss the
| utreet paving \lncnnun A resolu-
| tion was adopted favoring the move-

ment and committees were instruer- |
jed to ascertain necessary ateps to be
taken, also look iunto expense -.lmli
material used in other citiss. This |
movement scems to he satisfactory |
to the residenco of the eity and will

add much to its title, a city of high |
standard

K. C. Secoteh Collie puppies for |
sale. Pedigreed and eligible to
registration.
! H. K. Mercary,

|
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IIIH -vr\h- s at 1l a. m. and 724 M
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5 per sack; special rate on ton lots,

Vetch Hay!

i clean Yetch hay,

Hartung & Hansen.

Flour and Feed

50 cents per sack,

sack 31

the imported varieties and

splend’d for cows;

i hand feed sacks.
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