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Prips | The conflicting stories told by the |

parties who were alone at the time

Branton of an attempt to take his
life and Branton as strongly assert-
g thatl it was an attempt to com-
mit suicide upon the part
Fletcher and the reputation for
lack of truth and veracity upon the
part the parties has created
doubts in the minds of the people
wd each side have their strong
parijzans,

of the erime as charged.
many witnesses were

A great
called from !

 Cottage Grove and some very con-

flicting testimony was rendered in |
the trial,

of | was produc:
a |ldentified letter written by Nessler. | third table was filled by the invited wood Sunday night.

The jury, however, umpanncledi
to try the case arrived at a verdicet | :
{and have said that Branton is guilty | Defense objected 1o letter, but it |eu] selections of the Columbus Phon

Harry Brown, deputy sheriff, pro- |
duced a letter written by Branton to/|

lof the shooting, Fletcher lcusmg'l.oui:s Nessler. who is serving time | table, loaded

in the county jail
letter written by the district attor-
neyto A. ‘I' Uuderwood, which |
As a comparsion,

A.T. Underwood, city marshal
of Cottage Urove, produced the re-
volver delivered by Roy Branton
Stated that revolver had two loaded
shells. Identified letter which dis-
trict attorney produced as the one
secured by him in Cottage Grove

was sustaincd

events of the season was held in
honor of the seventy-fifth birthday
Cottage Grove and!
older members ot Cottage Grove!
Lodge No, 61 A, F, and A, M,

Early in the evening a sumptuous
with all the good

palate was spread in the lower hall,
Some sixty or seventy piates were
Inid and wnot wntil a second and
guesls ware all the visitors satisfied,

Io the moantime the upper hall
wns elegautly lighted up and all,
who were not below refresbing the
inheér inan, were enjoying a I]ll'h.‘i.llll
gocial time and at intervals were
amuséd by some of tne choice musi.
lobert

ograph Company, ‘'Uncle”

‘nway the past

Bohewia Sunday

| Ernest Nelson is visiting at Mr,
| Stewart’s this week.
Blain Jackson passed

tkrough
this vicinity Mondsy

|  Mrs. Stewart and daughter Pearl
went to town last week.,

Mrs. Lyang and cbildren visited
| ot Mrs. Stewait's last week.

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Martin visited
at Mrs, Miles Pitcher this week.

Miss Myrtle and Mabel Wicks
|went to Lebon on a few woeks
visit

Hugh Curu passed through this
vicinity Tuesday on his way to
Wildwood,

Joa Wicks, Mr. Kizer, John
Wicks and Jim Vaughn went to the

Produced a |things that wholesomely Uckle the | Grove Tuesday.

A number of the people from this
vicinity attended church at Wild-

Mack Stewart and some of his
frieuds drove o large band of eattle
up to the meadows Monday.

Ben Huall, Mr. McKabe, Mr,
Clurk, Mr, Kizer and Jim Spabr
went to the Grove Monday,

Miss Mary Vaughn who has been
month, retorned to

Louis A. Nessler told of acquaine Carey, assisted by the deacons and | her home at this place last Monday,

tance with Hranton in the counwy
jail. Examined letter delivered to
him by Harry Bown, written by

stewards, acted as host and all
present wished him many a retourn |
of the anoiversary of bis nativity !

There has been a belief that|John Fletcher, whom he saw write | gud » prosperous journey togetlier

Branton has disposed of his three

wives by posion and his -brother

Clande was convicted and hung|Letter offered by the state as evi- 1830 in Clay

=ome vears ngo for killing a man in

the mountains, which has caused | bear on case. Testimony, was how- moved iuto the northern part of the
the people o believe hium guilty of | ever, admitted. The letter told that | siate,
this crime and may have had weight | Fletcher said he was the guilty one | First Missouri Cavalry in Company

with the jury

The jury was made up of the wanted Nessler to goto Cottage|he was honorably discharged
| following residents of Lane Connty_]Gr(wc to see Fletcher and try to get| 1871 moved to
| W. W. Buoy, Mike Schaeider, Alex | him to leave the country

it. Fletcher requested 1that it ‘be
sent trom Astoria toJ, M. Williams

dence. Defense objected as did not

|could not face the charge; Branton
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Robert Carey was boru May 26th |
County, Missour,
Here he lived until 1861 when he |
|
In 1861 was eulistod julo the |
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und served until May 1563 when
In
Kansis where he |
three, years when

lived about hel

l.amb, C. B. Blanton, S. Stickles, |that the matter of his release was pulled out for Oregon, locating st
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Harry Bovle, Wm Hazlson.
THE TESTIMONY

Hranton brought the
| matler up L |
[ M.S. Wallls, Chas. H. Burk-|
iho]u!:r. Charies Scott, R Ww. |
| Veatch, Deputy Sherif Harry

[mmediately after the jury was
completed the case was stated by

M Williams, for the state and L,
Bilyeu and Medley & Johnson for
the defendant, The tz2king of the
testimony was then begun.

Juhn Fleicher, the principal wil- |

ness for the prosecution, was called.

[ He told how oun the night of March

9, 1905, he and Branton started
from Cottage Grove after 11 o'clock
for Branton's farmn, nearly two miles
from town, While on a trail Bran-

| ton said he saw a dog or coyote and

told Fletcher toshoot at it. Fletcher
shot at sowething and soon after
wards Branton said he saw a cougar
following them and asked for the
revolver, Not seeing anything,

| Branton put the gun in his pocket.

They then drank some beer out of
Branton claimed to grow
tried to vomit. They sat
a fire and remained

sick and
built

Bravton if he was feeling better.
Receiving o negative reply, Fletcher
went to sleep and was awakened by
the head He ha'f
arofe and exclaimed, “Oh, my God!
I'm shot.”" He sald a secoud shot
was fired. Branton stated that he

was shooting at a cougar, and said. |
| **Oh, my God, John!

Did that ball
hit you?'' Brauton then went on to
the house to get tne boys, and

| Fletcher followed.

When he and Branton were alone
Branton said: “If any one asks you
how this happened, say you done it
yourself. If you don’t, they will
jerk me up and raise thunder with
me.
If we don’t sell
I'll give you a half interest.”’ Flet-
cher stated that his life was insured
in the Woodmen of the World in
favor of Branton for §3000.

The testimony was resumed this
morning as follows

Roy Brauton testified that Bran-
ton had said when he came home
th Fletcher had shot himself,

gave details of Branton's home
yming, Fletcher coming to the
house and the care taken of him by
He 10ld of ]uenplc coming

.
it

AISO

wilness
to e house and John Fletcher
greeting them; of Fietcher's crying

recounted the deeds; of

*n he

W

Fletcher telling witness that John
Drantou had done the deed and
would have to pay for it. He said
tbat Tohn Branton. when he re.

vat

'.';.:1'_.'. to the house, hung the revol
It was takeu by Roy
Later it

r on a natk
Branton to the gransry.

the attornevs, Geo. M. Brow ! . i
: v ’ own and | Snodgrass testified as to letters and

]

When we sell I'll give you

Brown, D, A, Linebaugh and P, E.

handwriting.

The case was given to the jury
|in the afternoon and shortly after §
fock they returned the fol

vesdict,
STATE VS

o'c iowing

JOHN HRANTON. |

In tne circuit court of the state
of Oregon for the county of Lane.
State of Oregon plaintiff vs. John
Braaton, defendant

We, the jury in the above en-
(titled cause fud the defendant
guilty of an assault with intent to
| kill as charged in the complaint.

WM. Srucke,
Foreman.

The sentence will be pronounced |

this morning at 10 o'clock

S_;I_k Creek ltem

Neal MeCoy has a sore foot from
& cut.

Gus Hieurich
rock mit.

There wans preaching Sunday at
the sebool house

is al work in the

3 Daker :‘;Ill;;:l: sud wife went lo
the Grove Monday.
Bcliool mecting was very poorly

attended Monday.

Forest Tompkins cut his

| badly with an ax lately.

Clyde Babeock and W, N. Whealer
are bauling ties this week

Walter Ribble of Cottage Grove
|is at work for Eugene Miller

Mr. Robert Carey and wife visited
at Mrs. Modley's one day this week

Mr. James Bracey from Washing
| ton, is visiting his cousios here, Mr
Geo, Miller's family.

All the Silk Creek pecjle that
sttended tbe Porlsod a jast week
have returned home,

Mr. John Damewood and wife and
Mrs. Shade Burcham went to Cot-
tage Grove Weduesdny

fvot

W. F, Gray ana Henry Dame
wood have gone to Indian Creek to
help O, D), Wheeler drive his eattle

nnd -h----[; {0 Bis new ra

L calraint v vl

Jobn Traylor, the Denver Min
ing Machinery man, arrived in the
city Friday morning. He will visit
Rohemia before returning his

heme

e

Mrs. Frank Wheeler arrived home
Friday from Portland where she
hos been in the hospital for some

weeks., Sheis very moch improved
|in bealth and her mauny friends are
glad to have ber return to thew.

. Koney, Wm. Stucke, J. E, |not suggested by himself to Bran- Cottage Grove npd established him
Bay, C. 8. Calef, Warren Nichols, |ton until

gelf in his trade, that of blacksmith

He was made n mngon iu Athens
Lodge, No. 127 in 1860 at Albany,
Missouri, was afterwards demitted
and helped organize Lone Star |
Lodge of that state in which he bns
beld nearly every office except that
of Worshipful Master

Being twice moade a widower by
the band i death, he married the |
good lady now his wife, Mary C. |
Maogus at Mt. Veroon, llliocis, in
November 19083, where he soon ex-
pects to return and make his home,

His children by bis first wile are
Mrs. Ellen Gough—-Markley, Mrs,
Mattic Medley, and Mrs. Minnie
Underwood ot this city and one son,
Frank Carey, decensed,

Ever a  hospitable neighbor, an
industrious citizen, and a faithful
friend, this community's loss ix his
moving away will be but the gnin of
the community in which he chooses
to locate.

STAR ITEMS

Mrs. Mies Pitcher wernt
'l'uc-al.iu_y

1]

1
i

0o town

Mary Vaogho went to the Grove |
Tuesduy

Jim '!lmhl returned  bome fl'ulu:

There was n basket and ice cream
social at the Wildwood school house
Tuesday night, A very nice pro-
gram wus rendered after which the
baskets were sold to the hishﬁlt
bidder, the bhighest basket sold went
for 80,75, it hi!ing little Veta Pit-
cher's,  After selling the baskets
they served ice eream and lemonade.
A large crowd attended and en-
joved a very pleaeant evening,

A crowd ol young people from
this vicinily took their diuners and
went up the river Saturday and
spent the day fishing, It was =
nice day and the fish were biting
fine. They returted home with
aboat 160 fish., Those who went
wore Misses Olive Owens, Iva
Wicks, Vionie Stocks, Lulu Harlow,
Nora Vaughn and Messrs, Vern and
Jowel Wicks, Miles Pitcher and
Rollin and Leslie Wicks. They re-
tursed home in the evening after
spending a very pleasant day,

There will be n union picnie st
Stewart's Grove at this place the
Fourth of Julv. Following officers
were elected for the day: President
of the day, C. A. Harlow; vice pres-
ident, C. H. Barkholder of Cotlage
Grove; Secretary, W. T. Hankins;
committes on program at Wildwood,
Mrs. Ben Pitcher, Star, Mrs. Jim
Spahr, Iva Wicks of Dorena, Mrs.
Huston; Finaoce commitiee, Dave
Smith, Mrs. A, Ross of Wildwood,
Sid Vaugho, Joe Oicks of Star, John
Kirk, Mrs, Roberts of Dorens, It
was moved and carried the atand
privilege be $10; cowmmittes on
sports at  Borenn, Jim Redlond
Shelby Teeters; Star, Rollin Wicks
and Mack Stewart; Wildwood,
Luren Huunt, Arthur Vanschoiack;
Bob Martin of Cottage Girove, mar-
ghal of the day.

W. C. Conuer of Roseburg, visited
his fumily over Sunday in this eity.
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