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SHORTAGE. IMMENSE
Rallroads :Illl Ifarl:ﬂlahlml With

IS NO DECREASE OF EFFICIENCY

Problem 1s the Greatest and Gravest
Companiss Have to Face-—In-
croased Trathic Cause.

(hlengo, April 26, — During the
month of Fobronry the rallronds of the
Unitesd Btptes were, (L e esthmnted,
nenrly 160,000 cxre whort ol thie des
mintids made apon them by the aetou)
tintthe offered for teannporintion,  Thins
nimazing  fact was glven to the Amerl-
enn Kallway nasociation st e closing
soxelon today and the knowledyge of it
won  the day for some (deastle measures
to correct the evil

The problem of ear shortage, the op-
ernting men decinre, In todday the great.
et el Uho grnvest which the ralleosds
huve Lo feo and to solves Tt wos stint-
od that 0 wenrching investigation dis
olosed the fuet Hhad the car rhortnge s
pob due to decrenred ene ellicioncy, na
the rovords showed that the aversge
daily movewent of all freight cars b
bocvernd 20 .4 10l e It wan therefory cop-
eluiled thnt the shorigue 8 due to the
extenordinnry mercase in the demmnds
mde upon the i lronds,

'he committoe wlso reported that it
had confirmed the general opinion that
o great deal van b accomplighied ta e
prove the sitution which has  been
wffveting o purtial poeaiysin of the busi-
pess of the country.  First, by the mil-
roads thomsolves, second, by the mil-
roidds b thele welntion o the pablie,
and thired, by the sailromds in their re-
Intions with ynch other,

BUYS SUPPLIES WHOLEBALE.

Roeclamation Saervice Saves Money by
Concantrating Business,

Chilenga, April 25, —For the parpose
of ohinining and  Tarpishing  supplios
nevcossnt ¥ I roelniming the arid regions
of the West, the United Staten  recln-
mition service vesterday opotied 8 new
purchasing and trmneportation office in
Ubjeago,  Herstofore nil ol this busi-
ness waw loft in Lhe hands of the engine
wore In chinrge of the work, who pur-
< hsisd thieir '-'I;rp'u u from ”i" negrest
denlors, v was found, however, tlint
l‘[l‘ rices an the [luhl Wirre S0 exeesE ) v
thnt the government had to sivyve money
by buying direct from the wholesslers
in Chiengo and otther polnte,

At prosont the work is being earried
on in 20 different projects.  An expens
ditare of $46, 000 000 will be made nnd
whon completed more than 2,000,000
acten of arid land will have been re-
wmitned.  The freight bille alone st
manth amounted to $38,000,  The now
ollivce ks expected to result in s total
saving to the service of at least 20 per
<«entb.

POLICE GUARD TILLMAN.

Exciting Incidents Mark His Leclure
at Pittsburg.

Pittsburg, April 245.—A# a precun-
Cionsry measure, 22 detectives and
sauidd of uniformed policamen were sta-
tloned in Carnogie music hall Inst night
daring the nddross of Benator B, H.
Titlman, of South Carolinn, who dis-
cusgod the res problem. Severnl ox-
oiting invidents oecirred, but no  trouv-
ble ensueld, Ton negroes were present.,

After declaring that the mees in the
South were grdunlly becoming more
antagonistic, Me Tillman called for a
vote of the sudience a8 to whether the
ne gro wis Lthe equal of the white man.
The entire sudicnce oxcopt the ten ne-
groes yoted in the nogative by rising.

One minn  Interrupted Mr, Tillman
severnl times during his address,  Me.
Tilhman had him ndmit that he came
from Enrope and then bitterly denoune-
ol Furopenng  in Amerien who under-
take to judge questions concerning this
country.

Train Young Ministers,

8t. Lonis, April 25 —The general
bhonrd of eduention of the Methodist
I-'.pm!ulml Church, South, in session
here today, appropristed  §60,000 for
the extablishment of a training schoal
A Palo Alte, Callfornia, to be conduct-
ed In conjinotion with Leland Stanford,
Jdr, university.  The appropristion is
wonditionn! npon an additional §50,000
being mised In Culifornin, 1t I8 stated
that o Culifornian, whose napme I8 with-
hold fior the present, hus promised to
give $200,000 in money and property
to the school.

Indizts Court Official.

Chieago, April 25.—John Lenehan,
chief deputy clerk of the Municipal
wourt, wag indicted today by the grand
jury on charges of forgery and falsifying
public records.  Lenehan was arrested
Immedistely after the return of the in-
dictmont and was released an & bond
of $2,600, There were two counts in
the indietment, on charging the forgery
of a juror's name who esonped service
and the other covering the fmlgifying of
public records.

Factory Men to Go on Strika,

St Petersborg, April 26.—A eympa-
thetie strike gtarted here today in sev-
oril fnctories, incinding Nobel's, Ten
thousand men are already out and it is
fearad the strike will become general.
This mavement is the outeame of & con-
flick yestordny between troops and a
llllll‘li)ﬁr of men who held an illegal
meeting in & factory, in which 200
were Injured by sabois and whips,

BUILDINGS UNFINISHED,

Jamestown Exposition to Opan BO
Par Cant Completed,

Norfolk, W. Va,, Aprfl 23, —Despite
the energotic offorts of officinls and
workmaen, thie Jamestown Tercentanninl
exposition will bo oponed this week un-
ready.  Many of the stroetores thst
are 1o have domestie and forelgn  cam
mercial exhibita and  wholter  the
pelidoverments in the lodosteial arts nre
incomplote.  Yob the sum of what lian
beon  done, a8 comparod with the un-
finlshed work, forms n satislactory re-
wualt,

In the besuty of the water show with
it wmozing guthoring of foreign fects,
roprscnting the most formidable types
of maval fghting mechines of nearly
overy power in the world, and in an
upenlog progeam with Fresidont Roose-
valt in the leading role, with diplo-
matle, military and naval represenin
tives of grent and small foraign nations

| participating, the publie will have its

reconn e nmse,

The grounds and bullaings at the ex-
porition are about B0 per cent fininhed.
Hovernl thowand of the most important
bulldings sre  built solidly of brick,
cament und iron, and these are intend.
ed to remain on the gronnds as s nu-
olous of & great park. Rogardless of
the permanence of the work, however,
the oxterior of most of the buildings
will ‘be ready when the exposition s
formally opened on Friday next,

The Jumestown Tercentenninl, when
completed, will be alinost all that is
fnpiied in the exprossion, "'a world's
finir," bt it will not stop thers. No
other expodition has attempled to show
the workd the life of the ealonists, ths
hnrdships of the ploneers who operne.d
the country after civillmtion had been
attalned on the seaboand, and the
schiovoment these poople worked from
the raw gterial. Twonty-five states
will traee their history (rom thir ear-
liest daye to the present, sod the ex-
hibits will be sheltered by buildings,
The sinte bulldings have been grouped
plong the historle shore of Hampton
Roade, and command an excellent view
of the navies of the world,

It is this greal naval dieplay that
will prove the crowning glory of the
exposition.  Nothing like it hus ever
before boen attempted. There are lew
harbors in the world that secomodate
80 large an sssemblage of warships,
The tleete will number, in sddition to
sovernl of the best types of epch of the
foreign naval powers, the Atlentic fleet
of the United States navy, under com-
mand of Hear Admirml Evans, which is
copeeded to e the finest organization
of fighting maahines afloat .

The seal of government sponsorship
will be set npon the exposition by the
caming of the president of the United
States, ambassadors and ministers of
forelgn governments, the governors and
representatives of states and territories
and delegations representing important
vivie bodies,

BIG BENEFIT TO GRAIN CROPS,

Fruit Slightly Injured In Nebraska but
Snow Did Great Good.

Omaln, Neb,, April 28 —As & re-
st of unprecedented weather that pre-
vailed during the greater part of the
month of March, and the freeizng
wenther and heavy snowiall of the past
few days, early froite such as peaches,
plums, apricots, cherriea and biackber-
rios In this section have been injured,
but the general opinion smong those
who bave the best means of information
i" that the damage is not as greatl as
haw been reported.  Indeed, muny are
of the opinion that, while early fruits
have been injured and In some in-
stances completely killed and poseibly
some of the later varietios have been
hurt, the benefits resulting 10 the grain
crope from the snowstorm more than
offeeta the damnge,

“Reports from points along the line
of onr reilrond are not unfavorable,”’
smid G, W, Loomls, asgistant general
manager of the Burlington, today.

“The fruit in the sonthern part of
Nebmska, which the unusnal warm
wenther in March had brought to an
mlvanced state of development, is re-
ported to have been pretty badly dam-
aped, but little or no dumage in report-
ed from points north, The snow, how.
Lever, did a vast pmount of good to wint-
er wheat, and has pul the ground in
fine conditlon for other farm crops.'

Bilmilar reports have been received
at the general offices fo Lho Northwest-
arn road,

To Dafand Harriman Line,

Topekn, Kan., April 23, —Ii was ru-
mored here today that N, H. Loomis,
[general solicitor for the Union Pacitio
rinilrond in Kaneias, was o be made gon-
eral counspllor for wll the Harriman
linos in cases before the Interstate Com-
| merce commisgion.  Mr. Loomls today
admitted that sach a plan was under
congideration, In case the position Is
ereatied, Mr, Loomis will move to Chi-
o, where he will have & large corps
of ageistanis. The position I8 new in
rivilrond eirelos and i made necossary
hy the pasgage of the new mte law,

Snow Flurry at El Paso,

El Pago, Tox., April 28, —8now fell
here this morning st n lively rate for
more than an honr, This is the latest

gnowfall ever known here, and the tem-
peratute, which was 38 degrees, did
damage to thesmall froit and truck gar- |
dens in the'valley, varionsly estimated
at from $50,000 to $100,000, Frost is
predicted by the loenl weather burean
for tonight, The Golden Siate limited
on the Rook Tsland road is six and one
half honrs lnte on necount of the enow,

Pray for Rain in Cuba,

Havana, April 28.—Pmyers for rain
were offered in churchea threughout
the island Sundsy. No rain hae fallen
in six menths, The country is parched,
many ecatble are dying aud forest fires
are devastating vast areas, |

AFTER LUMBEH THUDbI,

Governmant Extends 'nquiry to Every
Producir g Section,

Wishington, April 20 —The investi-
giution of the lamber trust s now in
full swing. It j= regarded by Lhe bu-
resehy of -'utlmmtitmu a% the most ecom-
probiensive and far reaching of oy yel
undertaken. The information obtained
will be unid by the depamrtment of jus-
tice in prossouting the traset, if wuch we-
tion in warranted,

A preliminary  Inguiry regnrding
prices hing alrendy been concluded,
Hpeeinl agents are now being sent to all
the principal disteiets where Inmiber (8
produced to ascertnin fucts relative to
priduoction and the rostraint ol eumpe-
titlon. FEvery section of the couniry
will he vikited by these agentas,

Data now colleweted show the steady
and uniform sdvance in prices for all

kinds of lumber during the past ten
yoenrs, There was u remarkable in-
rremse of corl ]lri('l'F In 1906, The fig-

ured ool levted show that the diminish-
ing supply of timber in not slone  re-
ponsilie for the great advapee in
prices.

Commissloner Bmith will make n

epecind efforl W wsvertain why lamber
prices wore w0 shaeply wdvanced in
1008, It ia believed to have been the

tesnlt of combination eontrel in viola-
tion of the Bherman suti-trust law,

Canal Zons's Health Record.

Waushington, April 26.—Health con-
ditions on the eanul zone are about ne
goxl now as they ever will be, accord-
ing to s report from  Colonel Gorgae
chief ranitury otheer, for the month of
March, just recelved at the offices of the
Isthmian Croal commission.  Bince
Inst Augnst the number of gick among
the employes has steadily declinsd un-
til it ie now 19,40 men per 1,000 as
#pninet 33.72 in August, Among 4,500
Amerienns, white, employed there were
only two Jdeaths from disease during
March.

Taft Back at Work.

Wishington, April 25, — Secretary
Taflt yesterdny resomed his rontine duo-
ties at the War department. The fact
that It was cabinet day made it neces-
sty for him to cut short the time al-
lowed to eallers. It ls doubtful if in
his Wushington experience the secre-
tary has had to deal with more news-
paper men than he saw daring the day.
They were mainly desirous to learn
just what the gecretary intended to do
in answer to the challenge which Ben-
ator Fornker had issued 1o regard to the
contest in Ohio,

Immigration Commission Meets.

Wishington, April 24.—Thecommis-
gion appointed in porsasance of the ne-
tion of the last session of congress to
investigate conditione In connection
with the subject of immigration met
todny. It is expectad that a prelimi-
nary investigation of the ports of New
York and Boston will be made, and af-
terward either the full committee or a
suboommitiee will go abrond to extend
the inguiry in the foreign countries
from which most of the immigiants
come,

Bank's Bonds Are Exempt,

Washington, April 24. — Deciding
severnl cases brought to it by savings
banks in Des Moines Iu., the Supreme
court of the United States held today
that government bonds In which the
capital stock of sueh banks 18 invested
nre exempl from taxation. The test
opinion delivered by Justica Moody re-
versed the ruling of the Towa ecourts.
The chief justice and Justices Harlan
and Peckham digsented from the decls-
lon.

No Hope of Agresamaent.

Washington, April 25.—The Central
Americun conbroversy is no nearer set-
tlement today than it was yesterday,
according to a dispateh received toduy
nt (he State depurtment from Philip
Brown, the American charge at Guate-
mitla, esbling from La Union, Salvador.
Mr. Brown stated that the deadlock was
#till on.  Hea held out no hope of an
early agreement.,

How Roads May Be Made.

Washington, April 27, — Senators
Fulton and Bourne are asking for the
assignment of Samuel . Lancastern,
government r1oad expert, toa Oregon,
Washington and Idaho for one year s
ingtructor In modern road bullding.
Entnnel Hill, of the Washington Good
Roads arsociation, i8 here, interesied
o the project.

Roosevelt Golng to Oyster Bay.

Washington, April 24, — President
Roosevelt will leanve Washington for his
summer home at Oyster Bay on June 2.
This is much earlier than has been his
practice heretofore, but he feels that
public business is ia such shape that he
can leave. The president ie to make
two speeches on “Georgin Day' at the
Jumestown exposition on June 10,

San Domingo Favars Treaiy.

Washington, Avpril 26. — Minister
Dawson, at 8an Domingo, eables that
vestorday the treaty with the United
Btates was [avorably reported to the
senate. 1ts consideration was intrusted
to three senators, two of whom filed &
report in its favor, and the third s re-

port in opposition.

Stevens Talks With Roosevalt.

Washiongton, April 28 —John F.
Btovens, formerly chiefl engineer and
chairman of the Isthmian Canal eom-
mission, talked with the president to-
day about conditions on the Isthmus,
He sald it will tske batween six and
seven yeurs (o complote the canal,

HIGHTS IN UANUEHN.

National Government,
Wishington,
n great erlsin now confronta
this countey,”” mld Benntor Boarne In
un botoarview glven here today. ""The
resetionnries are determined, I possl.
‘ble, to obtain contral of the govern-
mont und use it for thelr own parsanal
advantnge and to the deteiment of the
peaple.  The true Republioan policies,
as promulgated by Lineoln and enlarg-

|'I[i|n Li}]

alrolute
The issue

the rights of mafi and the
povervignly of the people.
now hefare this country Ix
“Shall the mdvocates of the rights
and liberties of the people and of the
power und majesty of the government,
or whall
The people must decide,"’

Want Republican Convantlon,

Washington, April 27 .—President
Roosevelt todav digcussed national pol-
ithes and pome ol the buriness of the
Hepoblican national convention with
it acting chairmun, Harry B, New,
who remained with the president some
titne With the newrepaper men Mr.
New would not talk polities. He said,
liowever, that four cities are already
in the field for the honor of holding
the next nationsl convention of the
Republican  party, invitations having
Leon received from Chicago, Bt. Louis,
Kansus City and Seattle. A selection
will be made by the national committee
ab it meeting here in December.

Borah Denies Rurnors.

Washington, April 25.—'‘1 have not
come to Washington to make an appeal
to the pregident or to the Department
of Justice,'” enid Benstor Borah, of Ida-
ho, us he left the White House today
after & brief call upon the president.
This statement was made by the senat-
or when his sttention was called to re-
poris that he had come Fast to induce
the officials here to eall & halt upon the
Federn| officials In his atate in the mal-
ter of the allegad Indictment of persons
charged with baving been engaged in
timber land frands.

May Build Bridge
Washington, April 25.—Permission

waukee, from which point the road will
reach the Southern Pacific car shops.
The grant is not exactly to the lik-
ing of the rilroad interests, as cer-
tain minor restrictions are placed
on it.

Will Appraise Railroad.

Washington, April 28. — John F.
Stevens, formetly chief engineer and
chualrman of the Isthmian Canal com-
mission, is to be employed by one of
the large Eastern railroad companies to
make & physical valuation of its prop-
erty. Mr. Stevens declined tonight to
name the railroad with which he is to
become affiliated, but admitted that it
is one of the large companies of the
East, He expeets to enter upon his
new duties soon.

Many Dead Letters.
Washington, April 27 —Al] previous

lotters to writers from the division of
dend letters were eclipsed on Monday
lust when 20,368 letters were returned.
The largest number heretofore returned
in agingle day was 14,488 on March 28
last. The number of letters cn hand
awniting return has been reduced to
63,000, A little over a month ago there
were over 200,000 ecf euch letters on
hand.

Coal Land Laws Codified.

Washington, April 23.—A codifica-
tion of the coal land laws, combined
with regulations for their sdministra-
tion, was issued today by Commissioner
Ballinger, of the United States land
office. The lands are clagsified accord-
ing to values and information ag to the
price at which the government will sell
each traot is dissemionted. The price
varies from $10 to $20 an acre, accord-
ing to accessibility.

Keeps Attorney General Posted.

Washington, April 25.—Distriet At-
torney Ruick went to Baltimore today
and conferred with Attorney Genernl
Bonaparte regarding the Boral indiet-
ment, Idaho land frand and Haywood-
Mcyer cnse.  When he returned to
Washington he declined to discuss what
took place in HBaltimore.

Funston to Command California,

Washington, April 28.—Brigadier
Genoral Frederick Funston has been re-
lievad of the command of the South-
westorn divislon, to take effect upon
the expiration of his present leave of

cisco to take command of the depart-
ment of California.

Hero of Russc-~Japanese War,

Washington, April 25.—Baron Karo-
ki, socond in ccmmand of the Japaneso
foroes in the Japanese-Russlan war,
will land nt Beattle May 2 and come
East via the Oregon short Line. It is
posgible he will visit Portland on the
way., He is here to see the Jamestown
exposition,

Not Forbidden 1o Go to Isthmus.

Washington, April 24.—80 far as the
| Italian mnbanafr in this city has been
informed, Ttaly has ig=ued no decree

prohibiting her snhjeots from going to
l!‘uama us canal laborers,

DEVICE FOR FIRE RESCUR

Ingenloun Apparntas Invented by »
Neslident of Baden-finden.

The Department of Htate has been

furnished with a description of nn in-

genlous device for the remaval of pet-

son and property from burning bullde

[Ings. It was sent by [United States Con-

Opinion of Senator Bourna Regarding ¢ 1j1s profitable

sul Brittaln of Kehl. It s sald a model
fire escape Inveuted

by Wilhelm Lampe of Baden-Baden

ed and exemplifled by Hocsevelt, are |

the enemiss of both prevail? |

April 24 —~"In my'will soon be brought to this rountry

Al may be exhibited In Washington,

The npparutus I8 bullt on 4 wagon
or trucks. It Is provided with a num-
ber of extendable platforms which can
be et according to the helghts of the
floors of tha bullding from which the
people are to be rescued. It s nlso
mpplied with a double arrangenent of
lndders and with the necesaary number
of ralled anfety bridges which can be
let down and put together. These are
to nanlst In the rescye work and In re-
moving farniture from burolog bulld-
lngn. The entire fire escape with ap-
plinnces may be placed |In service In a
few minutes. It can also be used In
making milltary observations and for
senrchlights,

A framework of lazytongs s con-
structed In such & manner that the ex-
ternnl places of Injunction of every

| second palr'of legs are ndjusted to serve
a4 gupporters for the platform. These
I'platforms can be put up at the varlons

helghts of the floors of & burning
bullding and a gangway s hinged to
each platform. By the nld of these
gangways persons are enabled to pass
from the windows of a burn!ng bullding
to the main platform and then descend
by the ald of a rope ladder.

AWhen In operation the gnngways may
be let down collectively by a  single
movenent so as to stand out horlzon-
tully, with thelr outer edges or ends
lald upon the window ledges of the
different floors of a bullding. The en-

(tire framework of the portable tower

or fire escape may be folded up and
plared In 8 comparatively amall space.
When the tower has been adjusted
ready for use It Is kept in position by
a system of rods made of tublng and
attached to the framework In 8 manner

which makes the tower very substan-

records for & day’s work in returning |

|

tial.—Washington Star.
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i HE WAS NOT AT HOME.

PRI NSNAN

The etxtreme distaste of the modest

has been granted the Southern Pucific | Quaker poet, John Greenleaf Whittier,
by the War department to erect a mail-| for foolish bero worship, and the skill
road bridge across the Willamette river, | whion he attained In politely eluding

starting at & point near Oswego, on the |, o b stastlc admirers, have been
West Side, and terminating near Mil-|

exemplified In many anecdotes. Even
now, however, new ones occaslonally
come to light. One such recently re-
lated tells how two women, of the type

| 4t once pentimentally gushing and over-

confident of thelr own Importance, vis-
fted Amesbury to seek the poet in hiy
home,

They went astray In thelr search
for his house, and bustled Into a small
general store to be redirected. The
clerk, smiling a little queerly, Inform:
ed them that the Whittler house was
near by—but a few steps round the
corner,

One of the women, a big, florld, over
dressed being with Janguishing eyes
caught the samlile, and clasped her
hands with a rapt alr,

“Oh, don't you think bhe'll see us?"
she demanded. “He almply must!
We've heard he doesu't llke to, but he
must; we won't go away till he doea
We've thought up ever 50 muany things
we want to ask him."

The clerk. still smillng, glanced cas
pilly toward a quiet man In a shadowy
corner, sltting on a barrel, surrounded
by a group of other leisurely custom-
ers. They had all been talking politics
together. village-fashion, wbhben the
strangers came In,

“Think he will? sald the clerk.

“Well,” replied the man on the bar
rel, hesltatingly, “thee knows Greenlen
does not find It easy to refuse a lady.
I think perhaps he will—If he s at
home."

The women bustled away agaln, ex
clted and expectant, and a chuckle
went round among the laughlng men.

| The man on the barrel, with a trace of

apology In
perch to go.

“They will not waste flve minutes”
he wurmured, “it Is such a little way,
Besldes, thee knows very well that ex-
ercise Is a good thing for stout ladies.”

“That's so, Mr, Whittler,” nssented
the clerk.—Youth's Companlon.

hls tones, rose from his

A Blow to Sentiment.

“1 eannot siog the old songs any
more.” sald the man who had been
ohided for his silence. The sympathatio
hostess turned to hlm with her gentle
amile,

“They are too full of memories and
associntions, I suppose,” ghe sald, soft-

=

“No," sald the man. decldedly, “They
are not full enough, that's the trouble,

absence and will proceed to San Fran. 1 can't remember the words, madam."

Novel Clalm of a Prilest,

Father Bernard Vaughan In opening
a baznar at Liverpool the other day In
nld of a charitable soclety ridiculed the
assertion that all poverty was caunsed
by drink, He sald: “It s all fudge
and nousense and blithering Idlocy, The
real reason that drink upsets the poor
ls because they have no food to take
with It,”

| The only thng we can recommend to

women for the manageEnent of n hos
band, 15 to feed him well and trust to
luck,

A girl can please her father by prom-

Iging not to marry untll she Is chlrty;
but ber mother won't like It

PRESIDENT T0 KING

Gierman Ambasszdor Carries Mes-
sage on Hague Neeting,

DISARMAMENT LINES ARE DRAWN

Austria and Germany Refuse to Dis-
cuss Limiting of Armament—
Serious Rupturs Feared.

Washington, April 23, —A most im-
portant revelation in connection with
Baron von Sternberg, German am bassa-
dor, and hix visit to Germany at this
time has been made by a diplomat o
thig city. The diplomat ln guestion is
quoted as eaying that, slthough the
purpose of the German ambassador's
vacation—a very brief one, by the way
—i# ostensibly to take s rest in his own
conntry, in reality it is concerned with
the present instability of German in-
ternaticnal politics, It was even said
that Baron von Bternberg was the besrer
of an lmportant message to Emperor
William from President Roosevelt and
that thie action was being hidden under
the pretext of a vacation to his estates,

In connectioon with the German am-
bassador's departure, it is hinted that
two other nmbuesadors mav find it pe-
cessury to postpone or rearrange their
plans for the late spring and summer,
These sre Baron des Planches and M.
Jusseras d. It turns out that the cause
of this diplomatie tarmoil is the diear-
mament question at The Hagune, as
proposed by England, and what may
happen in ease Germany and Austria
insist on not discussing the proposal,

This question concerns the United
States, because it is  believed—and
the president’s remarks lately scem to
confirm this view of it—that, if the
powers persist in maintaining their
aecisive stand, it will cauvse a realign.
ment of the nations and a gerlous rup-
tare will occur between this country
and Germany It is with these possi-
bilitles in view that the Italian and
French ambassadors will endeavor lo
place before thelr respective govern-
ments epecial reports containing sug-
gestions,

Hitches are likely to occur in the
near future between England and Ger-
many, and France and Germany. If
Italy persists in taking €ides with Aus-
tria and Germany at The Hague con-
ference, it is stated, it will cavse a
halt in the sympethies between herself
and England and France, and slso this
country.

DEVOURED BY PEST.

Disease Is in Nearly Every Chinese
Famine House.

Victoria, B. C., April 23.—Mail ad-
vices from Shanghai tell of many pa-
thetic incidents observed by committees
engaged in famine relief work in Cen-
tral China. Refugees and dogs were
geen fighting for (he flour spilled at
distributing depots. Bmallpox is rav-
aging the stricken areas. In nearly
every house there is emallpox or fever
and nothing 1o eat but the bark of trees
and potato vines,

James Ware, of the Red Cross, writ-
ing from Teing Kiang Pu, say= he saw
bodies of children laid out by the road-
gide to be devoured by the semi-wild
dogs of the plains, and dead men scat-
tered along the rcadway.

Many famalies are tearing down their
houses and selling the timbers to pur-
chase food.

Hundreds are employed repairing
roads and filling swamps, being paid
from 5 to 10 ¢r's a dav,

British Delegates to The Hague.

Lcndon, April 23.- -The British dele-
gntes to the peace conference at The
Hagne are as follows: Sir Edward
Grey, ex-lord justice of appeal and &
member of the permanent court of ar-
bitration at The Hague; Eir Ernest
Satow, ex-British minister at Tokio
and Pekin and member of permanent
court of arbitration at The Hague;
Lord Reay, president of the Royal Asi-
atic society and University college,
London, and & member of the privy
council, and Bir Henry Howard, the
British minister at The Hague.

Runs Car Through Fire.

Chicago, April 23.—Fire damaged to
the extent of $250,000 a six story
building at 200-300 Wabash avenue to-
day. Twenty girls employed by the
Iealy Music company were obligad to
leave the burning building by means of
fire escapes, but none was injured.
Horace Manley. in charge of the eles
vator, made repeated treips with his car
and rescued 15 girls. Manley finally
was overcome by smoke and  was  car-
ried out,

Wholesale Sheep Theft,

Butte, Mont,, April 28.—A Miner
specin from Billings states that John
Tilden and Chester Martin, two of the
moet prominent stockmen of Eastern
Montana, have been arrested on the
charge of wholesale stock thefts. It ia
alleged that the two men stole 426
wethers, driviog the animals into the
recesses of the Bull monntain distriet,
far from their sccustomed range,

Rains Flood Mobile City.

Mobile, April 28.—From midnight
last night wotil this morning, Mobile
was visited by a torrent of min, 8o
great was the downpour that streets in
many sections of the city were coyered
with water two feet. Children were
unable to reach the schoolhonses and
the schools were closed, The bew

union station was surrounded by water.
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