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COU&I..\'B ON PORTO RICO.

In & private letter C. M

Lo

Norton of Marshallown, lowa, in
the

answer 10 gueries regarding

Porto Rico question Congressman |
Kobert G. Cousins has the follow-
mg which is takea from the Jowa

4 1

Times-Republican, in  which the
entire letter was< printed Apr
It may serve to throw some '

on the question. Read it
+4se As for the 15

duty, that is a small matter com-
pared with this greater guestion of

the constitution which is at stake

At first, the president thought that
free trade would be the best thing
for Porto Rico, but later he realized
that in their distressed condition
money had to be raised to carry on

public improvements in the island
of Porto Rico, It had
im one of three
honding the island, or
taxation, which it is ackuowledged
those people cannot pay, OF by
placing a small duty upon goods
passing to and from the country,
and then turning the money
collected back for the henefit of t
istand, Most 15 per cent
duty would be paid by the large

trusts, who

to be raised
either by

by dizec!

Wavs,

=i
he

of this

tobacco and sugar
have bought up stores of tobacco
and sugar in the island. hoping to
get it in free. Very little af the
duty, it any, wonid be paid by the
average citizen of Porto Rico. If
the duty was established it wouid
be collected from these people who
are able to pay, and at once turned
back; as I have =aid, for the pnr-
pose of building school houses and
improvipg the internal situation n
the island. Not under
the provisions of the measure, is to
be retaisied by the United States
In addition to that!, more than two

one cent,

millions oi dollars have recently
been turned overby act of congress
heretofore collected on duties for
the benefit of the island. The

history of our world revesls ne
such example of magnanimity to
any possession or colony as has
been exercised by the United
States toward Forto Rico, The
president has clearly indicated that
be thinks this method of raising
revenue for the Porto Ricans is the
best, and desires the bill to pass
Personally, T think the 15 per cent
duty is of far less importance than
the constitutional position con-
tended for, which is, that this
government has the right through
the representatives "of the people
to deal with these new possessions
in its discretion, and that
habitants of these islands do not
come at once into the full rights
and privileges that American citi-
zens eunjoy under the constitutiou.
It is one thing to shout syvmpathy
for a people and quite another
thing to provide for them. Would
you be willing to bond the island of
Porto Rico, or would vou faver di-
rect taxation to be placed on those
people if you had a knowledge
that they are unable to pay a di-
rect tax? I you would not be in
favar of either one of these plans,
would you faver appropriating di-
rectly out of the United States
treasury, and taxing our people
for all public improvements in
Porto Rico? ‘The terms of this 15
per cent bill provide that itis only
to extend two years, until such
time as the inhabitants can recover
from the recent storm devastations,
and the coffee and other crops be
available so they will be able to
bear the expense for their own
public improvements. There is
much talk about squeczing the
poor Porto Rican by levying a
small duty in the way of revenue,
but how can such a view of it be
had when every cent goes back at
once for the immediate benefit of
phe average citizen there, and
when the most of it would be paid
by rich people who own these vast |
stores of tobascco and suger that
have been bought up. I am
merely pointing out to you the
actual situation as it appears. I will
bevery glad to favor any method
to help these people along, but on
the constitutional question I arh
firmly of the opinion that our
people would never be willing to
sousent to grant to the inhabitants ll

the 1n-
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