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MIS BEST DAY.

#] knaw a boy !lkes Chris‘mas best
'Cos RBanta Claus comes then;

fle llkes to hang bis stooking up,
An' take It down #ane,

An' count WN presen & cul-buy I-=

P'drutber bave It Fourth July.

Yrhat other boy Nkes Chrin'mas best
‘Cos o' the Chris’ mus (roce

To Supday schools—an' thlogs to cat,
An’' when they's been a froens,

Hao lkes to sitde and akate, hut my!

Whit's that longs.de 0" Fourth July?

“hyln'mas 1 goml, but Fourth July!
That day's the best of all-

O my! 1 wight conld be the Fuourth
All spmmer an' all full!

No other thue hegins to b

Bo good as Fourth July to me!

*] hape "at when the Fourth 1s bere
My wmother'll thiunk lts right

To fot me creep duws stalrs an® Are

.\l{' vrackers off "fore Lgat,

'l Wow my horen, aod shost my gunl

Au' wake up pal an’ have such fun!

“At dark 1'1l fire my shooling stars,

An' let my rorkets glare,

An' vot my Roman candies off—

Whize! Rosh! Ruax! Baong! Pop! Flare!
Chris'was Ia goad ‘vough, bat my!
I'druther have It Four b July!

1 wislit ‘twas always Fourth July!™
~Womankind,

ROUBLE rage] on the irrigation
:H ditch. The upper guug and the low-

er gang were at outs, The former
had lest g borse and the lower gaug was
supposed to include the thief,

“It just means a fight,” exclaimed Mack
to Simpson, ax the two members of the
lower gang rode over the plaing one sum-
mer night. *“There cau’t be any horse
stealing aronnd these parts und not have
fighting.”

*No: anl the feeling fso't any too good
already,” added the other.

The ponles Joped easily, and turning
down the teall went swiftly into the thick
sunflowers of a ravine, [t was aearly sun-
st pnid the tnll wesls seemed to be al-
most like yoaug saplings. Suddenly the
horses stoppedd: nhead was an unnsual
slght, & white-tuppod prilrie sehooner.,

“A one-horse rig, too," exclaimed Simp-
son, lvoking at the thills that were on the
front of the wagon

“And deserted, and Matt drew
gearer to the strange outfit,

“wWell, what do yoo think of a man that
will do this?" He pulied the curtains
nside and showed the sleeping form of &
boy perhups 7 years old, The little rel-
low looked peaked aud helpless and the
gymputhies of both the men were aroesed
by the sight.

“Well, be's a raseal,” was the reply at
last and the cortain was dropped.

“He nin't a rascal,” came from the in-
pide of the wagon. "My papa is good to
me,”"

“Hello, there, what are you doing here
asked Matt.

“Waiting for fireworks; papa has gone
sfter them, He always gets them for me
on the Fo'ther July”

“What Jid he say ¥* asked Matt.

“Says his father has gone after fire
worke—a likely story, The boy's hungry;
that is what is the matter with him,"

“Well, Jet's feed him. T'll go over and
get him something from the camp. And,
say, I'll bring him some Greworks, too.
I'd forgot it, but to-day s the Fourth of
July, and the hoss has n 1ot of rockets and
things ready to fire off. All the men are
out hunting for the horse thief and they
have forgotien all about it. I can steal a
few."

Away rode Matt ln the gathering dark-
ness, and slthough the pony went wery
fast, and the man did not stay in camp
more than a few moments, the wait peems-
ed a long one 1o the watcher in the ravine
with the boy, The child was hongry and
fiervons and confided to the man that he
bad been “awful sick,” Simpson felt ex-
ceedingly sorry for the little one, and was
more and more indignant at the actions of
the man who had forsaken such a precious
charge.

“IHere he comes,” he said at lnst, when
the rattlé of horse’s boofs was beard on
the prairie sod. Matt came down the ra-
yvine and hod some difflenlty o finding
the wagon WA%n in the sunflowers. At
last be opened the packoge of food and
1nid the fireworks on the grass beside the
boy.

“Supper first,” was the order from
Bimpson, and the three ate the generous
supply that had been brought.

*tiood thing not to tnke the kid to the
ranch,’” said Matt, “The men will have
a rough time there to-night, and they
wonldn't spare the boy.™

“Now for the fun,” and away went one
of the rockets into the darkness, seatfer-
ing its splendor over the level pluins that
spread from the edge of the ravine, The
Jack rabbits and the prairie owls saw it
and woudered what it could be.

Bomebody else saw it, for away off to
the south, where its light was visible only
a8 o foint glimmer, there was a company
of horsemen, and they turned their anl-
mals in thut dicection.

“Hark!" sald Matt, ns the fon was at
ftz helght. “Bomebody’s coming."

The light of the lsst rocket had glven
a passing view of a mian on horseback at
the crest of a ravine, In g moment the
man was near them and he was aecompan-
fed by o large vumber. In the midet of
the party, with his hedd bound In a lnrge
red handkerchlef, was secn the fgure of a
man tied on a horse,

“We have got the thief,” snld the leader
of the newcomers,

=Well,” replled Matt, “what are you
bringing him here for?"

“We kind of lost our way and we
thought thin woy the camp. But we are

to settle with the rasecal right here,
anyhow, It might not be best to tuke
him to the camp, uafter all."”
“Sure it is the man?”

“Bound to be—got the horse,”

In the dim light of the little fire of sun-
flower stalks that somebody had kindled
er was brought forth,

Li n."

him, Btill, they
WM unwritten lnw.

the He pre
sonted @ pitiful appearance and the men
felt worry

AT
1. Jack Rabbit—Polly, want a cracker?
Poll—Not on your life, Jacky. I've

gworn off smoking.

Jack—Then let's have a Fourth of July
race. I'm it regular crackerjack at sprint-

ing.

8. Humph! This looks like one ob me,

.
Jack?

Polly—How's that for a cracker,

UNITED STATES NAVY

sno By
MUGH INTEREST AROU
I8 ACHIEVEMENTS,

Pacts with Which the Genaral l‘ﬂ!ﬂla
In Unacquainteil Tne Wages Faid
to Entisted Men Far Above the Avers
uge - Fighting ¢ hips

That the ersy and s epsful manner

jn which the American ba vy diaposed
of thnt of Spalon lins crented n revival
of iuterest 1o that lop srtnut and pow.
erful branch of the fighting service of
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Unele Sam 18 full) attewied by the
| thousands of gueries that reach :lm
| pewspipers from th prubiie r--qm-aling
information about Hhe BAYY and all that

I'be Inguiries come

pertains thereto
lirhmil.ﬂ]], from the Int rlor, where o

jaokle In full mg i in as mueh of &
Livro ns Adilral Dewey, thie grontest
of the gregt. That the hext few yenrs
| will see the Injection of wore cnorgy
uto the navy—that s,

| and intelligence
| among the ¢l sl men—avd the elim-

thatlon of the furvigh aletuont that s
actunted more DY the subsinntial
whages pald pathor than the love of
country, Is demotistrated by the wish
| of thousnnds of bright and courageoun
young Americabs [0 ¢uter the servive
in vlew of the conditions that prevall

The persounel of the navy in an fol

| lows:
4 Tut! tut] What's this? D osmell | L0 o 1
powder. Rear Adiirsis . 5 ‘n'
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“What have you there?" rvtarked ome |
of thie newcomers, pointing to the boy who
stoox] by, looking with open-mouthed mw '
tonishent on the weird scene. !
“Nothing but a kid that we picked up,’
answered Matt, “Let him alone, will
you?" |
“Sas, fellows,” went on the visitor,
“what's the matter with Jetting the boy
fire some of his rockets and make a re
spectable lumination for this proceed-
ing
The others agreed, and the child was
plared in position at the head of the two
lines that had formed and had in his hand
a big rocket that was to be fired at the
sigtal, and then the bands were to be
taken from the prisoner and he could be | ¢
hit by uny one who was quick encugh. It
was thought that he would get enough
punishiment to prevent him from ever re-
turning to that section again. He evident-
iy thought so, o0, for he was trying his
best 10 escape.
“All ready,” called Matt. “Gol”
The bandage was dropped from the
man’'s eyes and the ropes came from off
his feet aud arms. A dozen whips were
raised to strike, but before they conld be
used n dramatie seene followed. The boy
who wes to fire the rocket dropped the
sigonnl in the grass and the buuches of
fire woent skurrying away in the tall sun.
flowers, For Wimself, the little fellow
mude one leap, and before a whip descend-
ed he was clinging to the man's neck with
both arms around the same in an embrace
that meant a great deal. i
“Oh, it's papal” ke cried, and the man,
justead of running, stood holding the child
to his breast.
“SWell, this is a go," sald Matt.
have you men been doing?”
“Moke him run" called one of the more
exvitable ones among them. He ralsed
his whip again, but Bimpson stood be-
tween und would have received the blow
on his own shoulders,
“You have ¢aptured the wrong man,”
said the strunger, .
“But you didn't say so."
“How ecould I when you had put & yard
of cotton over my mouih? 1 was looking
for something to eat, and you made a
rush and got me tied before 1 conld get
word 10 you. I tried not to et you get we,
though."
“Yes, you fonght like a tiger,"
“My boy and 1 ure traveling back east,"”
went on the man., “One of our horses gave
out baek here n ways, and we had to get
plong with one, The boy's mother died
in the mountains, and I must take him to
my folks, We are very poor, but we are
honest."”
“Then how did you get the horse that
belonga to the gang?"
*1 did not get the horse, This is my own
horse,"”
“We'll see nbout that, Come on, boys,"
sald the leader, and they went toward the
ranche house, where the men had their
headquarters,
“Bring lttle fireworks and his play-
things,” called one of the men, and they
gathered up the remainder of the rockets.
On the way the boy fired several, and their
path was thus marked with fire and shout-
h:nx.h for the men enjoyed the sight as well
n& he.
As they came into camp they saw all the
apper gang men nnd the remeinder of the
lower gang employes guthered there, This
unwonted sight made them afraid that
trouble was in the air.
“We bave got your borse,"” called Matt,
as they drew nearer,
“8o huve we,” came the strange nnswer,
Sure enougl, as they entered the camp
there wus brought n horse with a plece
ot picket rope tied to his neck, and when
they stood him beside the borse ridden by
the stranger the two unimals looked like
a8 twina.
“But this Is the right one,” explained

“What

—

had been o the tall woeds and was tan-
gled by his rope.*

“Sovma o me thar wo owe Fou an apol-
ogy," sald Matt, addressing the stranger,

“Tot's celebrate it,”" added the happy
Simpson. “If It badn't lwen for the boy
we would have given the man pretty bad
treatment. Let him fire his pocketn.™

Bo the remainder of the fireworks went

TWO MEMORABLE FOURTHS,

One Followed the Fall of Gettysburg, | 9% 1ooooen e bosis

the Other the Victory at Fantiaga. |

HIR country has
MePTL MOE  senRa- |
tional und dramatie |
eelebrationn of the
Fourth af July, nnd |
these same go to en- |
force historical wig-
nifieance with those
whise memory
renches back into
the past generation.
Just B0 years ago
this  Independence
Day, that of 1543
was one of expros. |
bheartfelt emotion. When the sun |

slve,
rose on that vivid Pouorth of July apd the
preparations were made o the midst of
devastating war to pay homuge to the na-
tion's natsl day, the wirea fashed the
nows that Gettysburg had seen the most |
momentons vietory for the Unlon arms, 1

and that Vieksburg had fallen, It was
perhiapy the most eritieal period of the war
—the high-water mark of the prowess of
one army, when its forces had pursoed a
vietorious march and were actanlly In
ripe allen territory, The whole nation
quivered with excitemoent, and it was In.
deed a glorious Fourth when the news
came that Grant and Meade had simule
taneously won two such vital vietories,

It Is a slogular colneldental situntion
that exnctly one year ago practically the
same interest and anxiety as that manl-
fested In 1808 hovered about the Fourth
of July, 1808, It requires brief exercise
of wemory to revive with a thrill the rare
engerness with which the whale people of
this country were awaiting news of the
naval campaign in Cuba as the month of
July dritted fn, It was July 3 thut the
most remarkable exploit ever accomplish-
ed by Amerlenn arms eame to frojtion—
on that day the United States navy met
the foe long sought for, and Cervern's
fleet was destroyed In SBantingo harbor,
The series of thrilling events that nccom-
panied this Important oceurrence, the lu-
tense natlonal anxiety of July 8 that was
followed by widespread rejolcing the en-
suing day, mark an epoch In ardent his-
torleal eveut that, being within our near
actual knowledge pnd partelpation, wil)
pever be forgotten,

Raving Term.

one of the men, polnting to the rope. “He
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The nggregnts nunber of these vessels
in the regulse navy, loeloding all vos
sels In service and under construction,
{a 180, divided us follows;
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The men of both gangs liked the sugges- | Speclal clags. . ..ccovonniven .
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Of the seaman brmnch, seamen gun
ners recelve $20 monthly, seamen $24,
and first-class apprentices 21, An or-
dinary seamen gets $19 & month and
second.claga apprentices §15, while
Inndsmens are allowed $10 and third.
claws apprentices $0. Of the chief pet-
ty officers the chlef master-at-arms,
which position any bright apprentice
can achleve In tlme, recelves $5 per
month, Chlef gunoers’ mates and chlef
gun captalns get £50 each.

The petty oflicers are classified as
chiefs, frst, second and third class,
each belog pald In proportion to the
class to which he belongs. The same
sonle prevalls among the enlisted men,
The Iandsman Is the recrult from
shore, who jJolus the navy with no pre-
vious experfence. He doea the menial
work, amd sometimes he attalons the
dignity of conl-passer. Three or four
enlistments will enable him to be ealled
a seaman. Landsmen assigned to duty
as Joacks-of-the-dust and Inmplighters
recelve £5 a month In additlon to their
pay. The boy of robust condition and
average lotelligence can become nn ap-
prentice upon application, provided he
is supplied with the written or verbal
consent of his parents and the neces-
sary letters of recommendation.—Cln-
clanatl Enquirer,

EGYPTIAN ELECTRIC FISH,

Fpeclen Found in the Xile that Glve a
Considerahble rhoek,

An Interesting fish that inhabits the
waters of the Nile ls the malnpterurus
electrlens, which I8 consldered nbout
the best specles of electrieal fish, for,
unlike the gymnotus and torpedo, Its
electrie orgnns do not affect Its  mo-
tlon, In a paper recently presented to
the Hoyal Institutlon at London, the
theory I ndvanced by Professor (Goteh
that the seat of the electro-motive
force I8 the nerve-center ftaolf, and not
the collection of plates which have
hitherto been consldered the electrle
organ of the flah, These plates num-
ber about two milllon, and conslst of n
modifled muscular substance separatod
by an albuminous eomposition, while
ench Is connected by a single nerve
fiber to the nerve-center, A measure-
ment of the electro-motive foree of the
cells by a caplllury electrometer ro-
vealed the fact that the electro-motive
force was of the same order as that
produced by the contraction of & mus-
cle, and amounted to ahout 04 or .06

voit.  Between the excitation of the

nerve and the mnslmuy
tive force there |s 4 melag
1"!"0 of o weond, nyg i

electro-motive foree |, m.n_
single mBmentiaey oy uullnn‘: I'

- Ho
nerves AL the leotng, tiefe
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NATURE & SCIENCE o,
The *(‘"'II of n
Is sald, nothing 1o .
power, It s s question of ¢
of mtelleet. The coiler nllttllli.
the greater the slze of the lirwhy
American enginiers “thmate thay
ore In sight In the South Afrias
district ealled tho  lang,
aboul $4,000,000,000 worth of th
clous metal. But onless mers s
methods of production nre snuk
will require fifty Sears to put gy
Into clreulntion nnd une,
W. H. Precee, presidont of the fe
Institution of Civil Englness, H
conit nddress, sall 1hnt spessh
prm-lh-nll, ln_}l.blhlu Irt W iely ay !
pontoffices In the United Kiag
Theoretionlly it I8 possible w ah §
tween London and «veyy eaplid |
Europe, and the Breitisl postofie
thorities are constdoriog the |
slon of specinl telephione calles i
glom, Holland and Cormany, *
Au organized effort 1s belng malil
statnp out consutuption o Gersey
sclentifie methods of trentos
roady 20 sapstorin for patiegh
been opened, spd othors are toly
vided. A congress in to be beld s
lin for the purpose of making the
agninst consumption n tatioual
ment throughout the German eugls
It has been decided to establs )
metoorologienl obwervatory sl e
of the great cathedral spire i T
Germany. The Ul cathedral i
of the most extraondinnry lo e
on account of the great size and
of ita single spire, which resde
elovatlon of B28 feot. Although &
great church was begun mote thas b
hupdred years ago, the spire v
completed untll 1800,
R Lydekker, the English natunit
says that tortolse sbell, which s
from the horny skin overlying the by
cnise of tnost specles of turtles
gesses the property of welding &
foctly that bo trace of junction ks
ble., Two plates to be united
thelr adjacent edges bevelled 1o
site directions, and are then
together In & metnl [ress, ua&!
netion of bolling water, [mitated
tolse-shell 1a wnde by palntivg
with & paste of Mme |itharge abd
which In rubibed off after drying 158
process leaven dark spots of
phide In the horn, resenbling the
tiing of renl tortolse-shell.
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Yunibfal Bravery.
Boys from 14 to o1 make the b .
fighting soldlers. Thetr youthful A
enrries them away, and they face
ger In an exalted mood, whith
wir of Its terrors, There Were S8
captaiun In the civil war who were
der 21 yenrs of nge. Thore wee
der genersly only 21 years old.
Girant was under 40 when ha e
the war., Stopewnll Jnckson tind '
immortal fame at 28 and dled at &
General Sheridan was i general ot
Pitzhugh Leo was o major :
20. Alexander had conquered the
before be was 88, Nnapoleoh WES
master of Egypt, crosssd the Alph
fought the battle of Marengo #
Young men make the best soldlers. |
oivil war wias fought by FOung ‘. |
aod boyws, There are lIving velerant
that wir who are now only 060 yeant
age; yet that war began thi
years ngo. B
A Penny Saved.
The Individual who saves # dollar 4
one direction and lnmmliulﬂll' -.
ceeds to spend two In anothes, ¢

sort of reward of virtue, 18 a BEECS

1

charpctor, *'1'vo stopped 00 o
sald the girl with the \'iult:tl;‘m‘ _‘
stirred her chocolate, “T enn't !

I trimmed this bhat I'm wurlnlh
month, and suved ever 50 el &
saved so much that 1 felt able !0
a new gown, and It will o
times what 1 saved before 118 BF .ol
It's nlways the way. If 1 m{l !
ticket by walking down oW g
a dollar for violets before 1 ﬁ“‘
I'm golng to stop trylug 10 u“_ ;
I'vo palated a proverb to & S
mantel to remind me of H
saved 18 a dollar wasted! ;

Every time we meet o uchoo.
we find that we haye always :
nouncing another word incnrnﬂa'_ '

When a boy claims to be l‘b‘:‘:‘l
morning it i usually o s1E0 Fl
wants to go flshing before B v



