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BAZAAR from Al

event.

The Palumbos have a
simple yet effective outlook
underscoring their events:

“Our customer is the ven-
dor and the people that walk
through the door are the
customers of our vendor,
said Joe. “Ultimately, every-
thing that we do is based on
having [vendors] get face
to face with their customer
and let them do the rest —
and make the experience
of the person that walks
through the door as enjoy-
able as possible”

Patrons were also given a
chance to win prizes — but
with an interactive catch.

In Joes past experience
organizing larger events,
he picked up on a strategy
which he found could in-
crease interactions between
customers and vendors.

Visitors to the bazaar were
given a “passport” which
could be filled with stamps
from each of the bazaar’s 36
vendors. Those with a fully
stamped passport were en-
tered into a raftle to win gift
baskets or a teapot.

Giving another little edge
to local businesses, the Pa-

lumbos typically arrange to
meet winners at a location

like Grocery Outlet.

“So again, its another
community-based kind of
thing, using the central-
ized area of the parking lot
where those stores are,” said
Joe. “So if someone gets the
drop-off, theyre back in a
place where there’s business
and everybody wins”

The Holiday Bazaar
wasn't the Palumbos’ first
show, though. As Elks
members, the couple start-
ed organizing events for
vendors this March at the
Elks Lodge, putting together
gatherings based on holiday
or seasonal themes.

The events stemmed from
a noticeable need among
sellers in the area.

Sandy has been selling
Tupperware for 13 years
and, before moving to Cot-
tage Grove in 2017, had
participated in many bazaar
events as a vendor. During
the COVID-19 lockdowns,
she began reaching out
through social media to sell
her stored-up product.

After receiving a positive
response, she realized there
was a need in the commu-
nity not just for herself,
but other vendors to find a
space where they could put
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their wares on display. The
Elks Lodge made the perfect
fit for a venue and the va-
riety bazaars soon became
popular enough hold every
month.

While the organizers
dont turn vendors away,
they do try to play on the
variety and uniqueness of
their shows.

“One thing we do make
sure we do is we try to nev-
er have a duplicate vendor,”
said Joe.

The Armory also in-
creased the capacity of the
bazaar, allowing for a wider
selection of sellers.

Joe added that the or-
ganizers took great care in
making sure people could
feel safe by spacing out ven-
dors and using arrows to di-
rect a flow of traffic through
Armory.

“In any given area, there
was more space for some-
body to be at that particular
vendor and spend a little bit
of time with them and not
have people on top of each
other;” he said.

Joe said seeing his cus-

DAMIEN SHERWOOD/COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL
The Holiday Bazaar hosted a wide assort-
ment of products and handmade items
from local sellers in the Cottage Grove

tomers  satisfaction and
enthusiasm has been a con-
tinuing motivator, noting
a moment he had with the
owner of bazaar vendor Dot
Dot Smile.

“She couldn’t help but just
come to me and say, ‘This is
the greatest show I've had
times two. It’s the best thing
she’s ever done since she
started selling out outside,”
he said.

The variety bazaar events
are typically held on the sec-
ond Saturday and Sunday of
the month, the next event
planned for February.

Though the couple plan
on continuing to hold ba-
zaars regularly with the
Elks, they hope to return to
the Armory for larger holi-
days.

“If the opportunity poses
itself, we'll probably do it
again,” said Joe.

To get updates on upcom-
ing bazaars, follow or join
the Facebook group titled
“Cottage Grove Events - Va-
riety Bazaar” online.

VOICE YOUR OPINION!
Write a Letter to the Editor today.
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MARTINEZ YARD SERVICES, LLC

* Property Cleanup
* Yard Service

* Moss Removal

* Pressure Washing
* Gutter Cleaning

* Brush Removal

* Bark Installation
* And Much More

FrANCISCO MARTINEZ, OWNER

(541) 579-0454 - Call Today!

DENTAL insurance

If you've put off dental care, it's easy to get
back on track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company now for inexpensive dental insurance.
Get help paying for the dental care you need.

Serving Cottage
Grove, Creswell,
Lowell, Dexter,
Pleasant Hill, Eugene,
Springfield
& Junction City

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-844-328-1291

Dental50PIlus.com/cgs

Get your FREE Information Kit

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers
and Preventive Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of
this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer
is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A
(ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P1500K; TN: P150TN).
Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).

6208-0721

Let us help you select the right wood flooring for any room!
Stop by howroom for a fr i ation and estima

An Unparalleled Selection of

Quality Wood Flooring

Natural Hardwood | Engineered Hardwood
Pine Flooring | Sustainable Bamboo
Distressed Hardwood | Vinyl | Tile

Rogers and Son Floor Covering

1324 E. Main St. | Cottage Grove
541-942-0500 |rogersandsonfloorcovering.com

GROVE MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT

“BuiLbiNG A HEALTHY CommunITY”
YouRr LocAL PROVIDER OF
Home MebicaL EQuiPmENT!

Sales & Rentals, Insurance Billing, CPAP/BIPAP,
Home Oxygen, Mobility, Walk Aids, Bath Aides,
Power Chairs, Power Scooters,

Aids to Daily Living.

Friendly & Knowledgeable Staff

148 Gateway Blvd sivartrioa
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

541-225-5443

grovemedical@outlook.com
Join us on Facebook
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\ Immunizations
\ Medication Synchronization
v Rx Compounding
\ Prescription &

OTC Medication Counseling
v Convenient Drive-Thru

Free Delivery Within
Cottage Grove City Limits

MCCOY’S
PHARMACY
IS BACK!

.

Open M-F 9AM-6PM

McCoy's Pharmacy Saturday 9AM-1PM

1205 N. PACIFIC HWY #3, Cottage Grove, OR
541-942-7799 « mccoyspharmacy@mccoyspharmacy.com

« Latest technology specifically designed
to serve memory care residents
« Secure outdoor garden & relaxation area
« Sensory gardens & quiet common areas
« Lots of windows for natural light
« Personal furnishings and personal details
+ Home-like environment with safety features
* 24-hour on-site care staff
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MEMORY CARE

Voted Best Senior Living
Community in South Lane County!

Our caring staff and management team are
exceptional! They’ve worked hard to make
our memory care extraordinary and to ensure
that our residents get the best in care.

Here’s just a few things that make us the best:

Full-service Memory Care with 24/7 immediate placement for urgent admissions.

Call 541-942-0054 for more

information or to schedule a tour!

1425 Daugherty Ave., Cottage Grove, OR 97424 ¢ MagnoliaGardensSL.com =

Available

« 3 delicious meals & snacks, served daily
« Life Enrichment Programs

« Large private rooms & bathrooms

+ Medication management

+ Weekly housekeeping/linen service

* Music therapy

+ Wi-Fi and utilities jence
e

« Laundry EEW i

SOUTH LANE COUNTY
FIRE & RESCUE

The Only Emergency
Medical Transport
Service
in South Lane County

Call 541-942-4493 for info.
FOR EMERGENCY DIAL 911

Serving South Lane County.

www.southlanefire.org




