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Grease, wipes
plug wastewater
treatment plant

City staff took on an
unenviable cleaning job
last week.

As heavy rains moved
grease and disposable
wipes down the sew-
er collection lines to
the
the grease and wipes
plugged

screens,

treatment plant,

headworks
reducing the
ability to filter the sew-
age before entering the
plant’s orbital.

The city issued a re-
minder to the public fol-
lowing the incident:
don't flush
wipes in the toilet or

“Please

wash grease down the

drains. The products
damage the sewer pipes
and cause plugs in the
treatment plant. If the
treatment plant is un-
able to correctly treat
the sewage to the De-
partment of Environ-
mental Quality’s (DEQ)
specifications, the city
could receive a fine for
violating our approved
Discharge Permit with
DEQ”

The city also thanked
the staff at the wastewa-
ter treatment plant for
unplugging the head-
works and keeping the
plant operating.

Gov. Brown urges Oregonians to get
boosters to protect against Omicron

OHSU modeling shows
the state is weeks away
from a spike in cases, fu-
eled by the quickly spread-
ing Omicron variant; Gov-
ernor calls on 1 million
Oregonians to step up and
get their booster dose by
Jan. 31

PORTLAND, Ore.—In
a press conference on Dec.
17, Governor Kate Brown
provided an update on the
current state of COVID-19
in Oregon.

She was joined by Ore-
gon Health Authority Di-
rector Patrick Allen, State
Epidemiologist Dr. Dean
Sidelinger, Chief Medi-
cal Officer at the Oregon
Health & Science Univer-
sity Dr. Renee Edwards,
and Lead Data Scientist at
OHSU’s Business Intelli-
gence Unit Dr. Peter Grav-
en.

“This week we identified
the first cases of the Omi-

cron variant in Oregon.
While we are all still learn-
ing about this new variant,
it is clear from the experi-
ences of the United King-
dom and other countries
that we have only weeks
to prepare before Omi-
cron hits our communities
and health care systems in
full force,” said Governor
Brown. “Masks, vaccines,
and the incredible efforts
of our health care workers,
public health partners, and
National Guard members
have seen us through the
Delta surge. We will need
to make the same state-
wide, collaborative efforts
to see us through Omi-
cron”

OHSU modeling shows
that Oregon has about a
three-week window to pre-
pare for this next surge,
said Brown, and that
boosters are our best pro-
tection against Omicron.

“The state will be taking

‘TikTok challenge’ passes without incident

By DAMIEN SHERWOOD
DSHERWOOD@
CGSENTINEL.COM

An online social media
challenge took a dark turn
last week, putting school
districts across the nation on

high alert.
Concerns arose after a
TikTok challenge urging

people to make threats of vi-
olence to schools on Dec. 17
began trending.

While the origin of the vi-
ral message is unclear, sever-
al news reports have traced
it to an initial challenge to
skip school, which eventual-
ly morphed into a challenge
to issue bomb and shooting
threats to schools nation-
wide.

Though there were scat-
tered reports in other states
of arrests during the chal-
lenge last week, there ap-
peared to be no incidents
locally.

“Idid not know of any and
do not know of any credible
threats — or even threats
that were determined to be
false — that have happened
as a result of the TikTok
challenge” said Cottage
Grove Police Chief Scott
Shepherd.

The Delightful Gift

Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
Filet Mignon Burgers (5.3 0z.)

South Lane School Dis-
trict (SLSD) contacted the
Cottage Grove Police De-
partment (CGPD) the day
prior to the challenge date,
alerting the agency of the
issue.

“While we do not believe
the threat to be credible, we
are closely monitoring the
situation and taking it seri-
ously; said SLSD in a state-
ment last week.

CGPD  increased its
presence in patrols around
schools last Thursday and
Friday, though the days were
uneventful in regards to the
concerns around the online
threats.

“Unless the school had a
report that that they didn't
share with us, there have
been no reports of any kind
of disturbance or violence
or anything,” said Shepherd.
“Because we didn't have any
threats, we didn’t look into it
any more than that. And my
instructions to the school
district staff were: “‘We will
take every potential threat
or concern at face value and
investigate each of them as
they come up””

Part of the challenge

for the police department,
Shepherd said, was mea-

Get 8 PureGround”
Filet Mignon Burgers

suring its response to such
threats.

“I think its good to ac-
knowledge those threats to a
certain degree, but I hate giv-
ing them a lot of legs when
there’s no basis for there to
be any kind of concern,” he
said. “Its really a kind of a
balancing act, because if you
put too much into it, even if
we respond in a certain way
— and sometimes weve re-
sponded to potential threats,
just with presence — we've
been criticized for that, too.”

Shepherd praised the
school districts response
and communication around
the issue as it worked with
the police department to
keep students safe but not
overreact.

Both the school district
and police department en-
courage people to reach
out if they sense a credible
threat.

“If there are any concerns,
or somebody has a con-
cern about an individual or
something and is really con-
cerned about it, give either
the school district or the
police department a call and
well do our best to investi-
gate it said Shepherd. “We
would much rather inves-
tigate something that turns
out to be false than not to
have something reported to
us that is the opposite”

Individuals can also make
safety reports using the
SafeOregon tip line at www.
safeoregon.com.

Careers that make a difference
Work with people with disabilities!

WWW. ImpactOregon careers
impact

important steps to make
sure our most vulnerable
Oregonians have access
to booster shots and to
make sure we are ready to
support our hospital sys-
tems for another surge)
she said. “A big part of that
plan will depend on each
and every one of you”

The governor called on
one million Oregonians
to get their booster dose
by the end of January and
directed OHA to get the

vaccine supply and distri-
bution capacity in place to
support the goal.
“However, we will only
reach it if everyone does
their part” Brown con-
tinued. “Get your booster
shot. Boosters work and
are incredibly effective at
continuing your protec-
tion against this virus and
hospitalization. If you ar-
en’t yet vaccinated, now
is the time. This can be a
matter of life or death?”

Are you a Chamber Member?
Ask us how you can become a
member today!

Contact the Cottage Grove Area

Chamber of
Commerce
(541) 942-2411
info@
cgchamber.com

Cofttage Gove. Oregon

SUNDAY: CFB Specialty! Bloody Mary Sunday, All Day, 21+
MONDAY: Monday Madness, $12 CFB Growler Fills on 640z
TUESDAY: Trivia w/ Gerald 6-7:30, All Ages, Teams up to Six
WEDNESDAY: Acoustic Jam with Greg Biller 6-7:30
THURSDAY: 12/02 Growler Specials All Day + Bunco & Brews! 6-7:30
FRIDAY: 11/26 Art Walk w/ Heather Endicott & Music by Steve Goodbar
SATURDAY: 11/27 Mule On Fire (Jazz & Blues Infused Folk) 6-8:30
As always no cover charge, 20 and under are welcome until 8:30 p.m.
For more information call 541-942-8770

o & AR
Free Appraiéals
I'll Come to You!

Gold, Silver, Scrap, Men’s
Jewelry, Costume Jewelry,
Pieces & Parts. Even Junk!

25+ Years Experience

2001 Franklin #3
Eugene, Oregon

The Jewelry Girl, LLC
Lisa RussELL

(541)556-9598

OPAL CENTER IS SEEKING..

PROVOCATIVE, FUNNY, HORRIFYING,
AND ORIGINAL PLAYS BY EMERGING
PLAYWRIGHTS FOR THE 2022 SEASON.

CALL ABOUT OR EMAIL YOUR
SUBMISSIONS AND PROPOSALS TODAY.
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o The Northwest’s
Finest Gardening Secd

¥ Flowers, Herbs,
& Shrubs

Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 Ib. pkg.)
Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)
Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

jar Signature Seasoning (3.1 oz. jar)
FREE Filet Mignon Burgers (5.3 o0z.)

FREE
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65658LQM separately $223-93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE$9999

ORDER NOW!1.877.890.0182 ask for 65658L.QM
OmahaSteaks.com/TheGift1098

“Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2.
8 free (5.3 oz Filet Mignon Burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes (65658). Free product(s)
may be substituted. Standard S&H added per address. Offer available while supplies last. Cannot be combined
with other offers. Other restrictions may apply. Expires 12/31/21. ©2021 OCG | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

More than words can say, we
appreciate your business!
SHOP LOCAL

this holiday season

HORNERS INC.
FOREST & GARDEN EQUIPMENT
79132 Hwy. 99 North 942'5781

Cottage Grove

OPAL CENTER for See d any " Vegetable Transplants
ARTS & EDUCATION Comy SEuT
513 E. Main St. ruit Trees
Cottage Grove
opalcentercg.org CENTER FOR ARTS & EDUCATION

For More Information: 541-623-0513

AFTER SCHOOL
THE PROGRAMS!
GUILD STEAM.
ROBOTICS
IN THE 3D PRINTING
GROVE  VIRTUAL REALITY

« Need a place to go after school? The Guild in the Grove’s
high tech after school program empowers kids to tap into
their true potential. With a robust maker lab and a variety
of fun and challenging games, kids have the opportunity
to explore their interests and develop their talents in a safe
and welcoming environment.

EVERYTH'NG
50% OFF
DEC. 27TH THRU DEC 3 15T

ORNAMENTS, PURSES, CLOTHING,
JEWELRY AND MORE.

Jhe Flower Basket

and Gift Boutique

« Choose your own adventure: A gamified approach to
learning is what drives our program.

« Unplug and have a blast: Our afternoons are designed to
alleviate the pressure created by all-or-nothing thinking.

« Preparing kids for their future: Our students develop
strong community building and problem solving skills.

PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL FOR INFORMATION

538 E Main St, Cottage Grove, OR 97424
(541) 946-3132

PROGRAM RUNS: M-F 2-5:30 PM
theguildinthegrove.com

119 South 6th St, Cottage Grove
541-942-0505

*Excludes candy, plants, fresh flowers.
No adjustments for prior purchases.

SCAN ME




