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Make sure all the pieces are in place to render you and your family prepared in the event of a natural disaster. 

  • Listen to radio or television newscasts for the latest weather information, and follow all evacuation directions and suggestions. 

  • Keep a stock of non-perishable food items as well as bottled water on hand inside your home.

  • Keep a 72 Hour Kit on hand inside your home that is easy to get to in the event of a disaster.

For more information and tips on disaster response and preparedness, contact your local emergency services center.

South Lane Fire & Rescue • 233 Harrison Ave, Cottage Grove 541-942-4493 • 55 South 1st Street, Creswell 541-895-2506
Twitter: @southlanefi re

Facebook: southlanecountyfi reandrescue

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS
Are you ready?

Planning ahead can help make adverse sit-

uations more manageable. Such is the case 

when storms strike and the power goes out. 

Extended power outages may not be pleas-

ant, but some proactive planning can make it 

easier to withstand blackouts.

• Establish a local support network.  

Support can be just as valuable as supplies 

when confronting power outages. The 

American Red Cross urges individuals to 

identify people who can help them during 

an extended power outage. Such individ-

uals may help you stay at home or evacu-

ate if the power will be out for a lengthy 

period of time. Support networks can 

include relatives who live in nearby towns, 

but also neighbors. A single street can be 

served by different substations and main 

power lines, so friends or neighbor across 

the street may keep their power when 

your house does not, or vice versa. When 

the power goes out, support networks 

can pool their resources in various ways, 

including sharing refrigerators or allowing 

neighbors without power to access the 

internet. Such support makes it easier for 

everyone to get through the outage with 

as little interruption to their lives as possi-

ble.

• Print a list of important contacts.  

If the power is out, it’s only a matter of 

time before smartphones lose their bat-

tery power. Phones can always be plugged 

into vehicles to get a quick power boost, 

but that’s not the most practical way to 

keep phones charged, especially if local 

roads are closed. A printed list of import-

ant contacts, including nearby relatives 

like seniors who may be incapacitated, 

doctors and school officials, ensures peo-

ple whose phone batteries have died can 

still contact their loved ones and other 

important individuals so long as they can 

use a neighbor’s or a loved one’s phone.

• Learn to use your generator.  

Consumer Reports notes that improper 

operation of a generator can quickly prove 

deadly. If carbon monoxide concentrations 

are too high, individuals can lose their 

lives in as little as five minutes. And 

this is no insignificant threat, as the 

Consumer Product Safety Commission 

estimates that 95 people died from 

generator-associated carbon monox-

ide poisoning in 2017. CR recommends 

operating generators at least 20 feet 

away from the house. Individuals 

should familiarize themselves with 

their generators upon purchasing 

them so they aren’t forced to endure a 

trial by fire when the power goes out.

• Stock up on essentials.  

The Red Cross recommends keeping a 

two-week supply of nonperishable food 

and water in the house, making sure to 

date each container of water and replace it 

every six months. Keep some extra cool-

ers in the house so food can be stored 

on ice before it spoils in the refrigerator 

or freezer. In addition, make sure there’s 

enough blankets in the house to keep 

everyone warm overnight, as it’s not safe 

to use outdoor heaters indoors. Stock up 

on battery-powered lights and candles to 

light the house at night, but make sure all 

candles are extinguished before going to 

bed.

Extended power outages can be a nuisance. 

Planning for such outages in advance can 

make blackouts more manageable. 

How to prepare for an extended power outage 

541-726-7689
Eugene/Springfi eld

541-942-9635
Cottage Grove

BATTERY POWER

MADE BY STIHL

We’ll make sure your system is 
running eff ectively and effi  ciently. 

Call for details and an appointment today, 
and beat the spring rush!

Complete Heating & Cooling System Service

Reasonable Rates • All Work Guaranteed

Only $129*

SPRING SPRING 
Tune-UpTune-Up
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Julie Nedele and the Haystacks performed at the 

WOE on Friday (Dec. 3).
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Christmas at the WOE featured a nativity scene with 

actors and live animals.
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About two dozen inside and outside vendors set up 

shop at the Christmas at the WOE event last week.
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Santa’s House welcomed attendees of the Christmas 

at the WOE event, where families could get photos 

with Santa.
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Many decorations were donated to make the WOE 

Christmas event successful.
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Decorated trees were lined up in Bohemia Park on 

Saturday (Dec. 4) for the Festival of Trees.


