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A Shameful and

Embarrassing Protest
Last week’s Sentinel article about 

protests at the Pediatric Vaccina-
tion Clinic held at the Chamber of 
Commerce did not report about 
the harassing and intimidating be-
haviors directed at people of color.

Four of us were called to help es-
cort families and provide a protec-
tive presence. Collectively we saw 
and heard:

• Protesters crowding in front 
of the Chamber entrance on Main 
Street intimidating mothers and 
children. Some families were seen 
to be walking away from the clinic 

before entering.
• Protesters blocking the side-

walk and forcing families with 
small children into the street.  

• Saying things like “you have 
just killed your children” to parents 
leaving the clinic.

• A protester with a bullhorn at 
full volume saying, “Why are you 
pandering to those people who ar-
en’t from here?”

•  Veiled threats like: “We have to 
stop these people. We need to take 
our community back. This isn’t 
your town. Go home.”

The pro-choice/anti-vax protest 
poster invited people to protest 

peacefully and respectfully.  Ev-
eryone has a right to peacefully as-
semble and protest. Responsibility 
comes with that right. Organizers 
had the responsibility to maintain 
peaceful and respectful standards 
and behaviors.

Harassing and intimidating be-
haviors against people of color and 
others occurred. What happened 
was shameful and embarrassing for 
Cottage Grove and should not have 
been allowed.

  
—Duncan Newberry and 

Bruce Kelsh
Cottage Grove
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The First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press, or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.

“I never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)
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(Editor’s Note: Viewpoint sub-

missions on this and other topics 

are always welcome as part of our 

goal to encourage community dis-

cussion and exchange of perspec-

tives.)

I am writing this because 

I feel it is important for our 

community to know that 

many of Cottage Grove’s 

small businesses, especially 

those in the bar, restaurant, 

and retail industries are struggling 

and some barely hanging on.

In conversations with other 

business owners and staff around 

town (in passing and not sought 

out), the consensus is the same 

“business is unusually slow these 

days – where is everyone and why 

aren’t they coming out to support 

local businesses?”

Our community has already lost 

the Village Green, Koffee Kup, and 

most recently Jack in the Box due 

to the pandemic. If a large cor-

poration is choosing to close up 

shop, how much longer can our 

small-town small businesses hang 

on?

Stores, restaurants and bars 

should be bustling with families 

and friends being together while 

they enjoy shopping for gifts and 

a bite to eat while out. I am very 

concerned for all of our local busi-

nesses, especially as we near win-

ter and the slowest months of the 

year ahead.

I implore everyone in our com-

munity to get out and support as 

many local businesses as possible 

as often as possible. Some-

thing as simple as buying a 

gift card can go a long way 

in helping our local small 

hometown businesses sur-

vive the upcoming slow 

winter season.

Please shop small and shop local 

this holiday season! Saturday, Nov. 

27 is Shop Small Saturday.

Finally, I want to wish everyone 

a very safe and happy holiday sea-

son, from our family to yours.

Keep your community afloat: shop local

Guest Viewpoint
By Chrissy Chapman

Covered Bridge Brewing Group Owner/Operator


