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Canceled Clinic
I am an RN who signed up to vol-

unteer for the Lane County Public 
Health vaccine clinic at Harrison 
Elementary School which was 
scheduled for Nov. 16. That clinic 
was canceled due to protestors.

If you don’t want the vaccine, 
don’t get it. But why keep it from 
those who want it?

Grovers, can we please be more 
kind to each other?

  
—Christine Heritage

Cottage Grove

SLSD Dismissal of
Employees

It is with sadness that I read the 
article “SLSD votes to dismiss staff 
over compliance” in the Nov. 11 is-
sue. In a small town, these actions 
have serious repercussions for ev-
eryone involved, and the loss of the 
combined experience and knowl-
edge of these five educators will be 
felt. 

Despite that, I still support the 
South Lane School District deci-
sion because the primary duty of 
public servants (as a person who 
has worked in public service most 
of my adult life) is about the pub-
lic – not just the healthy, insured, 
well-off public, but all of the public.

If the five SLSD employees can-
not put the needs of their most 
vulnerable students and vulnera-
ble family members first, then they 
should not hold jobs working with 
the public.

The staff cited in the article 
spoke at length about their rights 
but not about their responsibility 
to protect their students, and their 
students’ families. They do not 
wish to disclose their “vaccination 
status” but would force their im-
mune-compromised students to 
suffer for their choices and put the 
elderly families of their students at 
risk.

This is not an outlook aligned 
with public service. Whatever their 
potential contribution to educa-
tion, it is not worth the life of one 
student, or one parent or grand-
parent of a student. It is my hope 
that these employees will recon-
sider their choices and that should 
they do so, SLSD agrees to reinstate 
them.

As is common in a small town, 
these connections are also person-
al; one of the workers who testified 
is a long-time friend and someone 
for whom I have a deep respect and 
affection. 

Despite my desire to see them 
happily employed doing a job for 
which they are truly talented, I 
have a greater desire to ensure our 
public schools are safe for all who 
attend.

—Duncan Newberry

Cottage Grove

Shock and
Disappointment at the 

Vaccine Clinic
I’m writing this because I believe 

the way people acted at the free 
vaccine event last Saturday at the 
Cottage Grove Chamber of Com-
merce was unacceptable.

First, let me say I am not against 
peaceful protests. Everyone has ev-
ery right to protest anything. This 
event had protestors who were 
against the vaccine. They had signs, 
blow horns, and masks.

The clinic was held to help both 
the Hispanic people and others in 
our community receive vaccines. It 
was lovely inside.

Outside, however was not as 
lovely — far from it. Having to 
walk through the protestors I was 
okay with. I didn’t hear anyone say-
ing anything to me or my husband 
directly. We had already decided in 
our car that we were not going to 
engage. Just in and out.

While waiting the 15 minutes af-
ter receiving my booster, I noticed 
a man in a wheelchair asking if 
there was a back exit that he could 
leave through. I watched a lady 
walk him to the back exit. She then 
came around and asked us if we felt 
safe or needed the back entrance. 
We said we were okay.

Upon leaving the event, there 
was discussion between my hus-
band, a prominent member of 
the community, and myself. I was 
shocked and disappointed at the 
exchange. The more my husband 
and I spoke about what happened 
regarding someone in that posi-
tion, I knew this was not okay.

When engagements like this 
happen with even our most trust-
ed members of the community, we 
know we have turned a corner.

Due to people feeling scared at-
tending this past Saturday’s event, 
Lane County Public Health can-
celed the event at Harrison Ele-
mentary School on Tuesday, Nov. 
16.

It seems to me and others I have 
spoken to that the protestors are 
getting more aggressive. I would 
like to say this to them: “We hear 
you. We know your feeling on the 
matter. We get it. We got it. Can we 
just be done? We agree to disagree, 
so can we please put the posters 
down, hang up the masks, and turn 
off the blowhorns?”

We need to stop all of this before 
it escalates anymore, and people 
start getting hurt. Cottage Grove is 
better than this. None of our fellow 
neighbors should feel fear, but they 
do. We need leaders to step up to 
the plate and be leaders. We need 
to stop scaring the children, and we 
need to end this crusade. 

—Carmen Dowell

Cottage Grove

LETTERS

OpinionCottage Grove Sentinel
1498 E. Main St., STE 104

Cottage Grove, Ore. 97424

  USPS#133880      Copyright 2021 © COTTAGE GROVE SENTINAL 

The First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press, or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.

“I never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)
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As someone who lives 
in unincorporated Lane 
County, I’ve been a long-
time advocate for inter-
net connectivity in ru-
ral areas. Our beautiful 
Oregon landscape with 
hills, trees and bedrock 
features make it hard for 
those internet signals to 
reach much further out-
side city limits. We know 
that bringing affordable, 
stable internet to our en-
tire region is now as ba-
sic a need as the electri-
fication of America was 
almost a hundred years 
ago.

The pandemic has 
helped to bring a nation-
al spotlight on the need 
for broadband internet 
access to all residents 
and businesses. During 
the last two years, Lane 
County internet service 
providers have received 
$2.5M from the state for 
emergency broadband 
infrastructure expansion 
in our rural communities 
and many Federal Com-
munications Commis-
sion (FCC) Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund areas 
within the region were 
awarded and moving for-
ward with coverage plans.

There have also been 
grants awarded to the 
McKenzie River area for 
broadband connectivity 
rebuilding efforts, such 
as the $300K grant be-
ing used for connectivity 
to the McKenzie River 

school district and local 
students living upriver.

Our regional internet 
service providers have 
done a lot of infrastruc-
ture expansion during 
the first two years of the 
pandemic, despite the 
supply chain delays that 
have caused some need-
ed material like fiber or 
conduit being continu-
ally pushed out further 
and further for delivery. 
There are more fund-
ing options that will be 
coming down the pipe-
line within the next two 
years from the federal 
and state governments 
and Lane County, along 
with other local and re-
gional partners who are 
working together to have 
shovel-worthy projects 
for when these funds are 

released.
The state Broadband 

Office received funding 
from the July 2021 legis-
lative session and is cur-
rently hiring new staff to 
prepare for the deploy-
ment of $100M that will 

go towards improving 
internet access and infra-
structure development. 
Additionally, the recent-
ly signed Infrastructure 
Investment & Jobs Act 
(IIJA) includes signifi-
cant investment in rural 
broadband.  There will 
be strong competition for 
those funds.

Data collection is very 
important for helping 
to direct funding to ar-
eas that are unserved or 
underserved. The cur-
rent FCC form 477 data 
used for federal funding 
has some problems that 
are currently being ad-
dressed and the new data 
mapping will likely roll 
out sometime in 2022. 

There is a multi-state 
mapping effort website 
called SpeedUpAmerica.

com, which records in-
ternet speed tests down 
to the census block lev-
el to help show the on 
the ground truth for the 
current internet speeds 
being experienced by 
consumers. Lane Coun-
ty, in cooperation with 
community partners, 
have completed two 
Broadband Measure-
ment Week marketing 
campaigns using the 
SpeedUpAmerica.com 
open-sourced platform.

Feel free to go to the 
website and test out your 

internet speed. When you 
see your results you can 
also zoom out on the map 
and see how you compare 
to the rest of the state and 
a few states surrounding 
us. This information is 
critical when advocating 
with our congressional 
and state awarding agen-
cies to prioritize project 
areas left out of the digi-
tal era.

If you want to chat 
about this or any other 
subject feel free to con-
tact me at Heather.Buch@
LaneCountyOR.gov, call 
at 541-682-4203 or come 
by and see me at my Cot-
tage Grove office hours 
on the third Monday of 
every month located at 
City Hall from 10 a.m. to 
early afternoon.

Rural Connectivity

From Your Commissioner’s Desk

Heather Buch
Lane County Commissioner

District 5


