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offense was moving the
ball down the field and was
within eight yards of the
endzone to start the second
quarter. A minute into the
second quarter, Camden
Galen took a pitch on the
outside for Newport and ran
in a score from eight yards
out (7-0 Newport).

Nelson and the Lions got
the ball back near midfield
and were able to move the
ball down to the goal line
again.

But Nelson would lose
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the ball and the Cubs would
recover the fumble at their
own four-yard-line. Two
plays later Tyler Mattson
connected with his receiver
Kaden Bruns for a 64-yard
score, growing the Newport
lead in the second quarter
(14-0 Newport).

On the next Cottage
Grove drive Nelson would
find his receiver Hayden Pe-
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terson for almost a 30-yard
gain and a penalty against
the Newport defense put
the ball at the Newport
9-yard-line.

Nelson ran three times
and successfully capped off
a score for Cottage Grove
(14-7 Newport).

The Cottage Grove de-
fense would force a turn-
over on the next offensive
series for Newport with
Myles Julien intercepting
the Newport quarterback.

Nelson connected on an-
other deep pass, this time
with Brayden Crump for a
28-yard gain down to the
Newport 17. Nelson again
would have success running
the ball against the Cubs
defense as he ran in anoth-
er score tying the game just
before halftime (14-14).

With less than 30 seconds
left in the half Mattson
heaved a pass and found his
receiver running down the
sideline for a 70-yard score
to end the half with a New-
port lead (21-14 Newport).

After Newport stopped
Cottage Grove to open
the second half the Cubs
had the ball at their own
33-yard-line. That didn't
phase them much as Car-
son Braxling took a pitch
on the outside and ran up
the field for a 67-yard score
(27-14 Newport).

On the ensuing kickoff,
Nelson returned the kick
deep into the Newport ter-
ritory and Tucker two plays
later would rush for a five-
yard score (27-21 New-
port).

Following a Newport
interception, the Cubs
had the ball at the Lion’s
42-yard-line and it would
take only two runs from
Braxling to put up anoth-
er Newport score (34-20
Newport). Nelson connect-
ed with Peterson again on
the next drive for a gain of
16. Nelson would run for a
gain of 23 down to the Cubs
11-yard-line as the third
quarter came to a close.

Cottage Grove scored on

the first play of the fourth
quarter with a short 3-yard
run by Nelson then Nelson
would also pass success-
fully to Chase Cordin for
the two-point conversion
(34-28 Newport). Newport
would waste no time in re-
sponse as Bruns returned
the next kickoff for a Cubs
score (41-28 Newport).

Later in the quarter Cot-
tage Grove scored off of a
double pass as Nelson threw
horizontally left to Crump
then Crump threw the ball
down field to Peterson for
the last Lions score of the
evening (41-34 Newport).

The Cubs seized con-
trol the rest of the game as
they added two more scores
from Galen and intercep-
tion for a score from Brax-
ling ending the Newport
night with their first victory
of the season.

Cottage Grove will be
back in action Saturday,
Oct. 29 for senior night and
homecoming as they face
North Eugene at 7 p.m.
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helping cut the Siuslaw lead
to four at 20-16. But Siu-
slaw wouldn’t get rattled as
they responded with back-
to-back points of their own
making the Vikings lead
22-16.

Peyton Kidd and Senters
both had aces near the end
of the set keeping the score
tight at 24-21. Senters’ last
serve of the set went out of
bounds to give Siuslaw the
first set win 25-21.

Siuslaw’s Rhianna Lane
had a big block on Arnold
giving the Vikings an ear-
ly 8-4 lead in the second
set. But the Lions would
respond in a massive way;
scoring eight in a row and
snatching the lead back at
12-8. Senters would later
contribute an ace and a big
hit pushing the Lions lead
to 17-11.
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The offensive onslaught
would continue for the
Lions as Senters, Arnold,
and Dazjah Tinsley would
all contribute to an insur-
mountable lead for Siuslaw.

Kidd set up Arnold very
nicely near the end of the
set and Siuslaw would have
no answer for that combo
as Cottage Grove ran away
with the second set 25-15.

Cottage Grove seemingly
had their momentum carry
over to the third set after
they grabbed an 11-10 lead
and never gave the lead
back. Taylor McKay had a
quality serve to make the
Cottage Grove lead 15-11.
Arnold would put up three
points in a row followed by a
timely point by Kidd would
increase the Lions lead even
more at 23-17.

A Siuslaw hit out of
bounds and a Cottage Grove
block at the net would close
the third set for the Lions
at 25-18, who were on the
verge of their league title
with a two to one set lead.

Siuslaw  weathered the
storm and rallied in the
fourth set behind some big
hits from Mylee Blake, Ash-
ley Hennessee, and Hailee
Outlaw taking a command-
ing 15-6 lead.

Coach Ladd called a
timeout trying to stop the

momentum after Desiree
Tupua increased the Vi-
kings’ lead to 19-8.

The Lions could not get
anything going offensively
as Siuslaw would prove to
be too much in the fourth
set as an ace from Brynlee
Manues closed out the set
win for the Vikings 25-12.

“I said, we have an op-
portunity here that we can
take a hold of, and we can
make history and we can
do the things that we set out
to do,” said Ladd. “Or we
can focus on other things,
we can get frustrated with
our mistakes. We can be
intimidated by the other
team, and we can walk away
like, ‘What if?” Ladd add-
ed. “They walked back out
there and they decided to
fight and to take the oppor-
tunity that was in front of
them and they really owned
it in a lot of ways.”

With positive momentum
still on their side, Siuslaw
got an early 6-3 lead after a
hit by Blake and an ace from
Manues. The Lions refused
to let the game get away
from them as Arnold served
two aces in a row tying the
set back up at six.

After a mistake by Siu-
slaw, the Lions had a 9-6
lead looking to close out the
set, but the Vikings again

would rally and score three
points of their own to tie the
set again at nine. Both teams
would not give an inch as
the scoring went back and
forth until 12-12. However,
Siuslaw had a serve go out of
bounds and Arnold made a
huge hit, giving the Lions a
14-12 lead.

The Vikings were able to
score, putting even more
pressure on the Lions with
a one-point lead. In the
next rally, Arnold would get
blocked at the net but the
Lions recovered; Kidd was
able to set up Arnold one
more time, who hit the ball
off the Siuslaw block for the
game-winning point and
bringing in a 15-13 set win
for the Lions.

“This group of seniors
were my first JV team that
I coached on my own,” said
Ladd. “Tve been with this
group of seniors and all of
the other girls on the team
since their first day. And so
I am just overflowing with
joy and pride in how they
have grown over the past
four years as volleyball play-
ers and people”

Next for Cottage Grove,
they will host a playoff game
with a game on Saturday,
Oct. 30 with their time and
opponent still to be deter-
mined before press time.
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