
next 17 years.
Casey said his father was 

able to reach the hotels 
highest occupancy rate for 
the hotel in 1968, a year 
which also saw around 
40 statewide conventions 
come through the facility.

“In some ways, I really 
think that was kind of the 
high-water mark,” he said.

By 1971, it had won the 
Five-Star Award for seven 
consecutive years from Mo-
bil Travel Guide. It was the 
first time a hotel had won 
the top rating seven years in 
a row. It was also only one 
of three motels in the coun-
try receiving the award that 
year among 24,000.

Walter Woodard died 
that same year, living long 
enough to see his dream 
come true.

Even after his passing, the 
award trend continued and, 
in its 14th consecutive year 
in 1978, The Village Green 
became the only motor ho-
tel country to be honored 
so often. It was honored in a 
two-day event which made 
national news.

At the time, there were 
only 32 “Five-Star” hotels 
in the United States. For 
the five previous years, The 
Village Green and Salishan 
Lodge on the Oregon Coast 
had been the only motor 
hotels to receive the honor.

That same year, The Vil-
lage Green also earned the 
American Automobile As-
sociation’s “Five Diamond” 
award, effectively finding 
itself a top-rated facility 
in both gold standards of 
restaurant, hotel and resort 
ratings.

In 1977, it was listed 
among the country’s top 11 
resorts by The Sunday Star 
out of Honolulu.

Nothing lasts forever, 
though, and 1981 was the 
last year The Village Green 
received a five-star rating.

A few factors may have 
played into this.

For one, vacation travel 
was hampered by the oil 
crises of 1973 and 1979.

And by the 1980s, Ca-
sey noted, conventions had 
started looking for bigger 
venues than The Village 
Green offered. It was part 
of the reason the Woodard 
family built Eugene’s Valley 
River Inn in 1973, a venue 
more capable of keeping up 
with market demand.

Also, the cost of main-
taining a hotel at a five-star 
level was a heavy invest-
ment.

“I can tell you that the 
economy of scale of The 
Village Green never was 
conducive to being a profit 
center,” said Casey. “It was 
successful, but it was not an 
economic powerhouse and 
it never really was a huge 
moneymaker.”

Casey chalked it up to a 
business decision.

“And probably the right 
one, that, ‘We won’t ca-
ter to the five-star crowd. 
We’ll cater to the four-star 
crowd,’” he said.

Besides its far-reaching 
fame, the motor hotel also 
had local impact.

When The Village Green 
first opened, it employed 
around 100 people and 
budgeted a $500,000 pay-
roll — money which would 
have trickled back into the 
community.

The Village Green is also 
to thank for the Cottage 
Grove State Airport across 
the street, though perhaps 
indirectly.

While the Woodards had 
purchased 30 acres from 
a family friend, this friend 
still owned a substantial 
plot of adjacent land which 
included a dairy farm. The 
tendency for strong, un-
pleasant farm odors to waft 
toward The Village Green 
made for a less than de-
sirable atmosphere for es-
teemed guests.

Thus, Walter offered to 
swap with his friend some 
land farther north in Sag-
inaw, relocating the dairy 

farm and saving the air 
quality around the hotel.

Now owning this land 
which spanned along the 
Row River, Walter made it a 
gift to the State of Oregon. 
That gift would transform 
the property into the Cot-
tage Grove State Airport.

As generous as the act 
was, establishing an air-
port in Cottage Grove also 
served the Woodards busi-
ness interests. The taxiway 
at the airport allowed pi-
lots to pull in just across 
the street from the hotel, 
bringing in a new brand of 
clientele.

By the early ‘80s, how-
ever, the Woodards began 
to feel much of the steam 
had evaporated from the 
endeavor.

“Changing times, com-
petition and steady decline 
of tourists led my family to 

sell the property in 1985,” 
said Casey.

The buyer wasn’t just 
the first person who came 
knocking, however. Casey 
recalled that Gordon Get-
ty, son of oil tycoon J. Paul 
Getty, “would walk into my 
father’s office once a sum-
mer and say, ‘I want to buy 
this place.’”

For the first few years, 
Getty was told the property 
was not for sale. However, 
an agreement was final-
ly made and The Village 
Green changed ownership 
to the Zed Group, a divi-
sion of the Getty empire, in 
1986 for $2.1 million.

“He really enjoyed the 
Oregon summers and he 
enjoyed the art scene in Eu-
gene,” Casey remembered 
of Getty.

Ownership later shifted 
to the Kims, a local couple, 

before moving on to Dirk 
Winter, an owner of Moon-
stone Hotels out of Cam-
bria, Calif., in 2001.

“It was initially my desire 
to bring back The Village 
Green as a prominent hos-
pitality property in Cottage 
Grove,” said Winter. “For 
many reasons we were nev-
er able to accomplish those 
goals.”

The Village Green never 
did return to its glory days, 
however — something Ca-
sey pointed out is under-
standable as the hotel works 
best in the modern climate 
as quaint roadside motor 
hotel, not as an elegant, Old 
World establishment.

For all its national fame 
and acclaim and eventual 
fading into the background, 
the facility still holds a spe-
cial place in the hearts of 
Cottage Grove locals.

Rumors of its sale and 
possible demolition have 
caused some upset on so-
cial media threads.

This isn’t the first time 
Grovers have had an emo-
tional reaction to change at 
The Village Green, though.

In the ‘80s, before the 
Woodards sold the proper-
ty, the owners talked openly 
of turning it into a retire-
ment community, stating 
that the motor hotel had 
lived past its prime.

“There were articles with 
people who were shocked 
and aghast that we would 
consider doing that,” re-
called Casey.

This plan was scrapped, 
but under the next 
regime of ownership, the 
community spoke out again 
when antiques from the 
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• Property Cleanup

• Yard Service

• Moss Removal

• Pressure Washing

• Gutter Cleaning

• Brush Removal

• Bark Installation

• And Much More

MARTINEZ YARD SERVICES, LLC

(541) 579-0454 • Call Today!

Serving Cottage 
Grove, Creswell, 
Lowell, Dexter, 

Pleasant Hill, Eugene, 
Springfi eld 

& Junction City

Francisco Martinez, Owner

OLD MILL FARM STORE
-Est 1870-

Open: Mon-Fri 10-5

Saturday 10-4

327 South River Road

Cottage Grove, Oregon 97424

(541)942-3024

 Give us a call, we’ll chat.

ARE YOU AND YOUR PETS PREPARED?
*Prepare your trailer with emergency 

gear, 10 days of food, water, hay, 

medicines, stress relief formula.

*Practice horse loading before an 

emergency, use leather halters, have 

a route planned or considered.

*Label hooves with your horses name, 

owner name, and contact info with a 

permanent ink marker.

1205 N. PACIFIC HWY #3, Cottage Grove, OR
541-942-7799 • mccoyspharmacy@mccoyspharmacy.com

√ Immunizations
√ Medication Synchronization
√ Rx Compounding
√ Prescription & 
   OTC Medication Counseling
√ Convenient Drive-Th ru

MCCOY’S 

PHARMACY 

IS BACK!
Free Delivery Within 
Cottage Grove City Limits

David Debysingh, R.Ph. Mike Hankins, R.Ph.

Open M-F 9AM-6PM
Saturday 9AM-1PM

1324 E. Main St. | Cottage Grove

541-942-0500 |rogersandsonfl oorcovering.com

Let us help you select the right wood fl ooring for any room!
Stop by our showroom for a free design consultation and estimate.

An Unparalleled Selection of

Quality Wood Flooring

Rogers and Son Floor Covering

Natural Hardwood | Engineered Hardwood
Pine Flooring | Sustainable Bamboo
Distressed Hardwood | Vinyl | Tile

In Print & Online
Call Today

541.942.3325
cgsentinel.com

Cottage Grove Classifi ed MARKETPLACE
“Your 1 stop place to buy & sell merchandise in the region”

We know how much work you put into preparing for a garage sale.
Then it rains! We want to help you with our new...

Garage Sales Insurance Package!
If bad weather aff ects your Garage Sale call us within 7 days and 

we will re-run your ad in our paper 1x and online 5x more 

Guranteed Garage Sale Package Includes:

✔ 15 Words in 8 ads

✔ 1 in paper and 7 online

✔ 2 Signs & Tip Sheet

✔ Only $15
Normal price is $12 with 2 signs, insurance is only $3 for a complete additional 8 ad run!

Cottage Grove Sentinel Introduces...

GUARANTEED
GARAGE SALES

SSentinelentinel
Cottage Grove

I know life doesn’t come with a 

schedule. That’s why at State Farm 

you can always count on me for 

whatever you need – 24/7, 365.

GET TO A BETTER STATE™.

CALL ME TODAY.

Anytime.
Anywhere.
Any day...
That’s when you can count 
on State Farm®.

1101198.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Matt Bjornn, Agent

Bus: 541-942-2623
www.bjornninsurance.com

EVERYONE 
DESERVES 
A GREAT 
SMILE!
CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR INITIAL CONSULTATION • 541.686.1732

EUGENE

622 E. 22nd Ave Suite C

541.686.1732

CRESWELL

195 Melton Rd. 

541.686.1732

or visit us at www.thornton-ortho.com DENTAL Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers 
and Preventive Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of 
this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer 
is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A 
(ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). 
Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

Get your FREE Information Kit

If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get 
back on track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company now for inexpensive dental insurance. 
Get help paying for the dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY

1-844-328-1291
Dental50Plus.com/cgs

Handguns
Long Rifles

Concealed carry classes 

Call for Schedules

LANDSCAPE AND
BUILDING MATERIALS

Tuesday-Saturday 9am-5pm

7919 N. River Road

541-942-4664

Family owned and operated for over 50 years.

We’ve got the 

nails, nuts & 

bolts, screws 

and more 

for your next 

repair or 

project. 

Stop in today!

GREEN from A8
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The Iron Maiden’s removal caused such a stir among 

locals that it was eventually brought back.

see LEGACY on A11


