
assignments through Goo-
gle Classroom and teach-
ers will be required to keep 
the service up to date.

One of the more con-
tentious issues for some 
has been masking. A small 
group of parents staged a 
light protest outside the 
district offi  ce on Monday 
regarding the mandates.

According to the man-
agement plan, masks are 
required on buses and in-
side school buildings for 
all people ages two and 
older when students are 
present, except when staff  
are alone in an enclosed 
workspace.

“So that means teach-
ers aft er school working 
in their classroom getting 
their lunch or their lesson 
plans done, you can close 
the door and take your 
mask off ,” said Curtis.

Th e mask policies are in 
compliance with a Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) order 
that remains in eff ect until 
lift ed by the federal gov-
ernment and cannot be 
waived by state or local au-
thorities.

However, there are ex-
ceptions.

In music classes, masks 
are not required when 
playing an instrument that 
is played with the mouth in 
practice or performance. 
Masks are required for 
choirs when practicing, 
but can be removed for 
performances.

Outdoors, masks are op-
tional but are strongly ad-
vised in crowded situations 
where social distancing 
cannot be maintained.

Students may also re-
move their masks when 
practicing or playing a 

competitive sport, per-
forming or delivering a 
speech to an audience. 
Indoors, this rule applies 
to those ages two and up. 
Outdoors, it applies to 
those fi ve and up.

Students will be asked 
and reminded to social 
distance, staying three feet 
away as much as possible, 
though Curtis admitted, 
“there are times when 
that’s not going to be pos-
sible. Sometimes kids are 
walking down the hall, 
they get a little closer than 
that.”

Social distancing re-
quirements do not apply 
to those who already live 
together and, in this vein, 
the management plan also 
encourages that students 
adopt a cohort strategy.

Cohorts refers to a con-
sistent group of students 
who stay together for the 
duration of the school 
day. Cohorts will be main-
tained to the extent pos-
sible, according the plan, 
and will be more prevalent 
at the elementary level.

Curtis noted that this 
would not look like the 
previous school year’s stag-
gered attendance, however, 
and this strategy will en-
able consistent in-person 
schooling to students.

“Th at is our goal: all day, 
every day, the entire year,” 
she said.

Other measures are be-
ing taken to mitigate the 
spread of the coronavirus 
on school grounds as well.

Drinking fountains will 
be turned off  and stations 
to fi ll water bottles will be 
off ered instead.

All staff  will be provided 
with cleaning products and 
will regularly sanitize ob-
jects which are frequently 
touched.

“Our custodial staff  will 

perform enhanced clean-
ing every night in all ar-
eas on all touched surfac-
es,” said Curtis. “When an 
individual is diagnosed 
with COVID-19, the areas 
where that individual has 
been in the building will 
be cleaned thoroughly by 
custodial staff .”

Th e district is also ask-
ing families to streamline 
the screening process by 
monitoring their own chil-
dren for signs of sickness 
at home before heading to 
school.

“Th at is what we’re ask-
ing of families: please help 
us this year. Help us get 
kids into school on time,” 
said Curtis. “Please do 
make them stay home if 
they have any sign of an 
illness just to make sure 
that they might not have 
COVID.”

Unlike last year, visi-
tors will be allowed in the 
schools. Th ough not re-
quired to be vaccinated, 
the district is highly en-
couraging it.

Volunteers, however, 
will be required to be vac-
cinated beginning Oct. 18, 
2021, per Governor Kate 
Brown’s order for K-12 
educators and healthcare 
workers.

Visitors as well as stu-
dents will be kept track of 
when they are on a cam-
pus to ensure that accurate 
contact tracing can take 

place in the event a posi-
tive case.

If a positive case is con-
fi rmed, the school district 
will notify parents and staff  
of the particular building.

Notifi cations will be sent 
out if a student has come 
into contact (which is de-
fi ned as 15 minutes during 
the day within three feet) 
with an individual diag-
nosed with COVID.

Th e communication will 
include what is being done 
in response to the inci-
dent, but will not include 
specifi cs about the people 
involved.

“A lot of times people 
want more information,” 
Curtis acknowledged, “but 
we have to be very careful 
about privacy. And we do 
want people to know who 
need to know.”

Testing will also be avail-
able at schools.

Th e Binax Now test will 
be provided to staff  and 
students when they are on 
campus and become symp-
tomatic or report symp-
toms of COVID. Testing 
will also be provided in re-
sponse to an outbreak. 

Screening of asymp-
tomatic staff  and students 
can be done with a local 
healthcare provider, and 
may be provided by the 
district. Th ese tests can be 
self-administered.

“But for students to be 
tested, we won’t do that 

until we’ve gotten permis-
sion from the parent,” not-
ed Curtis. “If the student is 
15 or older, students can 
give their own consent. 
But there must be consent 
in order to do the test.”

Neither staff  nor stu-
dents will be randomly 
tested, confi rmed adminis-
trators at the board meet-
ing.

Th e requirement to be 
vaccinated may pose a 
problem for staffi  ng as it 
is not yet clear how many 
will meet the requirement. 
Some students work in 
school facilities such as 
lifeguard positions at the 
pool and would fall under 
the state mandate.

Under the governor’s or-
der, there are religious and 
health exceptions to the 
rule.

A survey is currently un-
derway which will inform 
the district on the number 
of certifi ed staff  who will 
be vaccinated and who are 
asking for an exception. 
Th e results are expected by 
the end of this week, said 
Curtis during Monday’s 
board meeting.

Exactly how the year will 
pan out as these rules are 

implemented has been a 
salient point of uncertainty 
for many with the district.

“We have no idea what 
the future holds for us, just 
like we didn’t last year, but 
we’re now better at some 
things,” said Curtis.

During Monday’s meet-
ing, board member Gary 
Mort highlighted the diffi  -
cultly in creating a system 
to accommodate the novel 
challenge.

“I have an enormous 
amount of compassion for 
parents and kids, our teach-
ers, our staff , our adminis-
trators, our superintendent 
and actually our board,” he 
said. “I mean, none of us are 
supposed to be in this situ-
ation. We’re not supposed 
to be having to fi gure out 
how to run a pandemic at 
the classroom, or home, or 
school, or school district or 
town level.”

Board member Tay-
lor Wilhour said he was 
“hopeful,” yet “trepida-
tious” about the coming 
school year.

“We all want to have 
kids in person and let’s 
just hope we can make that 
work and keep it going all 
year,” he said.
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We’ll make sure your system is 
running eff ectively and effi  ciently. 

Call for details and an appointment today, 
and beat the spring rush!

Complete Heating & Cooling System Service

Reasonable Rates • All Work Guaranteed

Only $129*

SPRING SPRING 
Tune-UpTune-Up

The Jewelry Girl, LLC
LISA RUSSELL

Free Appraisals
I’ll Come to You!

BUY & SELL
Gold, Silver, Scrap, Men’s 

Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, 

Pieces & Parts. Even Junk!

25+ Years Experience
(541)556-9598

TURNING 65 AND NEED HELP WITH 

YOUR MEDICARE CHOICES?

Call Paul to

help simplify

the complicated.

541-517-7362
Paul Henrichs ~ Independent Agent

coverage4oregon@gmail.com

 SALES, SERVICE & REPAIRS

Complete 
tech, 
networking, 
security and 
IT solutions 
for your 
home or 
business.

711 E. Main Street | Cottage Grove

541-649-1073 |www.pcgargageoregon.com

Quality Cleaning
Certifi ed Green

Carpet Cleaning 

Specialists

541-942-0420

Call Today

541.942.3325
cgsentinel.com

“Your 1 stop place to buy & sell real estate in the region”

Real Estate Insurance Package!

Normal price is $45 for 4 issues, insurance is only $5.

Cottage Grove Sentinel Introduces...

GUARANTEED
HOME SALES

* Nov’18-Jan.’19 **Must be paid at time of placement

Weekly feature for an additional $20/per week
limit one listing

Sentinel
Cottage Grove

OLD MILL FARM STORE
-Est 1870-

Open: Mon-Fri 10-5

Saturday 10-4

327 South River Road

Cottage Grove, Oregon 97424

(541)942-3024

 Give us a call, we’ll chat.

ARE YOU AND YOUR PETS PREPARED?
*Prepare your trailer with emergency 

gear, 10 days of food, water, two buckets, 

medicines, and stress relief formula.

*Practice goat loading before an emergency, 

use a labeled leather harness with a 

minimum 10 ft. lead, and have a route 

planned or considered.

*Label hooves and horns with your goats 

name, owner name, and contact info with 

a permanent in marker.

Welding Supplies and Gases Sold Here 

LANDSCAPE AND
BUILDING MATERIALS

Tues-Sat 8:30am-5pm

7919 N. River Road

541-942-4664

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. 

The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide 

unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, 

clinically proven for stationary and portable use, during the day and at night, 

and can go virtually anywhere — even on most airlines. 

Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

e only  2The 
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group 
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 
41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 
176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Reg-

262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 7/14/21.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, 
Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR TV PRICE GUARANTEE

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6499

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-557-1912

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   
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