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How to support local agriculture this fall

The global pandemic that has
upended daily life has exacted
a toll on many industries. Busi-
nesses have been asked to close or
temporarily scale back operations,
while organizers of recreational
gatherings have been tasked with
reevaluating the practicality and
safety of annual events.

Throughout the United States
and Canada, autumn fairs, ex-
hibitions and activities provide
revenue for many people. But due
to the outbreak of the COVID-19
virus, many of these annual events
have been postponed, adversely
affecting local agricultural indus-
tries as a result. Governments in
certain places have responded to
the cancellations and offered as-
sistance to local farmers and ag-
ricultural industries. For example,
the Province of Ontario is pro-
viding nearly $1 million to assist
organizations that had to cancel
fall events due to the coronavirus
pandemic. In addition to support-
ing such efforts, the general public
can pitch in to help offset some of
the financial losses accrued by lo-
cal farms.

o Check for virtual events. Some
fall fairs or livestock events have
been moved to the digital realm.
That means competitors who
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were entering livestock or even
home crafts into competitions
can still participate. Organizers
may ask for videos or photos of
entries and then a committee will
vote on the winners. This is one
way to keep entry fees and even
cash prizes moving along.

o Support local farms or or-
chards. Fall is harvest season in
many areas, making this a pop-
ular time of year to visit near-
by farms and to purchase fruits
and vegetables directly from the
source. Many farms have imple-
mented safety protocols that align
with COVID-19 health recom-
mendations to safely welcome
visitors. Things may look a little
differently at orchards and farms,
but smaller crowds and wearing
masks should not compromise
the fun of picking your own
foods.

o Explore farm-to-table. Private
individuals as well as restaurant
owners can develop relationships
with area agriculture producers to
increase the availability of farm-
to-table offerings. Restaurants can
revamp menus to include a greater
share of items sourced from near-
by farms. Individuals also can rely
on produce stands and farmers’
markets to stock their pantries.

Some farms may offer delivery
and mail-order as well.

o Offer financial services. Fi-
nancial advisors can help farmers
who are struggling with finances
work through their options. In-
stitutions may be able to extend

tensions. Lower interest rates have
created some new opportunities
farmers may not be aware of. Fi-
nancial advisors can help farmers
navigate an uncertain financial
time.

Farmers and agricultural orga-
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nizations are facing greater chal-
lenges as fall fairs and other events
are being canceled. The public can
support agriculture in different
ways to offset the financial losses
stemming from the pandemic.
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Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-557-1912
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7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!
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*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.
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o Family Atmosphere
e To-Go Orders
o Great Pizza
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Supporter
of Our
Community
Since 1983

A proud sponsor for the Kids Summer
Reading Program

Serving Cottage Grove, Creswell,
Lowell, Dexter, Pleasant Hill, Eugene, Springfield
& Junction City

* Property Cleanup
 Yard Service
* Moss Removal
* Pressure Washing
e Gutter Cleaning
* Brush Removal

 Bark Installation
e And Much More
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(541) 579-0454 - Call Today!
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is the permanent, clog-free gutter squtlon ' *
*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free
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CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATEI

e THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS SHEDDING
GUTTER SYSTEM.

* SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH
e LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY

e MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME ’

This promotion assumes an estimated job cost of $7883. The advertised payment of $39 a month is an estimate only, and assumes that third-party
financing is available for new customers at an estimated 9.99% annual percentage rate for 132 months. Promotion available to qualified buyers on approved
credit with $99 down payment. Not all buyers will qualify. Higher annual percentage rates apply for buyers with lower credit ratings. LeafGuard is neither a
broker nor a lender. Financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Leaffiuard, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the
customer and such lender, all of which are subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised
are estimates only. Leaffiuard does not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in
financing its customers. Expires 8/31/2021. All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift
card. Reteil value is $25. ffer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter
prorection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and
complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following
persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a
Company in-home consuliation within the past 12 months and all current.and former Company customers. Gitt may not be extended, transferred, or
substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gitt card will be mailed to the participant via first
class United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any
kind.  ffer not sponsored or promoted by Amazon and is subject to change..without notice prior to reservation. 8/31/2021. LeafGuard operates as
LeafGuard of Oregon in Oregon under license number 223377.




