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Arts & CultureArts & Culture

LANDSCAPE AND
BUILDING MATERIALS
Tues-Sat 8:30am-5:30pm

79149 N. River Road

541-942-4664

Drip Irrigation and 

Sprinkler Systems in Stock.
BATTERY POWER

MADE BY STIHL

541-726-7689
Eugene/Springfi eld

541-942-9635
Cottage Grove

Install, Service, and Replace 

Pumps and Water Filtration Systems

Test Water Quality And Water Flow Rate

Bonded Licensed Insured  

CCB# 225978

Brandon Ervin (Owner) Tel: 541.649.8100

24 Hr. Service: 503.991.9159

Email: ervinfamilypumpservice@gmail.com

For service after hours, Call (503)991-9159

“BUILDING A HEALTHY COMMUNITY” 

 YOUR LOCAL PROVIDER OF 

HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT!

G R O V E  M E D I C A L 

E Q U I P M E N T

148 Gateway Blvd (Bi Mart Plaza)

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

14141

CCo

541-225-5443
grovemedical@outlook.com

Join us on Facebook
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Sales & Rentals, Insurance Billing, CPAP/BIPAP, 

Home Oxygen, Mobility, Walk Aids, Bath Aides, 

Power Chairs, Power Scooters, 

Aids to Daily Living.  

Friendly & Knowledgeable Staff

We’ll make sure your system is 
running eff ectively and effi  ciently. 

Call for details and an appointment today, 
and beat the spring rush!

Complete Heating & Cooling System Service

Reasonable Rates • All Work Guaranteed

Only $129*

SPRING SPRING 
Tune-UpTune-Up

EVERYONE 
DESERVES 
A GREAT 
SMILE!
CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR INITIAL CONSULTATION • 541.686.1732

EUGENE

622 E. 22nd Ave Suite C

541.686.1732

CRESWELL

195 Melton Rd. 

541.686.1732

or visit us at www.thornton-ortho.com

541.640.7625
Contact our New Patient Coordinator at

1445 N Gateway Blvd

Your Partners in Wellness

NovaHealthPrimaryCare.com

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

Congratulations! to our

1425 Daugherty Ave. • Cottage Grove • 541-942-0054

Employees: Christine Sexton & Megan Thompson
Residents: Dan Oneil & Holly Campbell

For the month of August, 2021

Sophia Edelblute
sedelblute

@cgsentinel.com

Friday, July 30’s Art Walk saw a 
healthy variety of artists and mu-
sicians. From Lacie Strebe’s met-
alworking and beading to Lesley 
Strother’s abstract paintings to 
Samba Ja’s rhythmic drummers, 
there was something for every-
one.

“I’ve always made jewelry, even 
stringing beads like every kid 
does,” says Strebe.

Strebe is owner of Th e Jeweled 
Quail, a business named by her 
husband aft er a nickname for her. 
She makes jewelry that mimics 
the natural world, “I like things 
that look like maybe they were 
dug up,” she says.

She stands amidst a collection 
of her pieces, all wrought by hand 
and without any heat or glue. Na-
ture is her inspiration. Th e curves 
and spirals in nautilus shells and 
ferns are refl ected in swirls of 
copper and silver wiring wrapped 
around semi-precious gemstones 
and pearls.

“I’ve always collected rocks and 
shells and sea glass and things,” 
says Strebe, “so this has been a 
really good creative outlet for 
fi nding unusual pieces. I don’t go 
for the perfect pieces. I usually go 
for slightly lower grade pieces be-
cause they’re more interesting.”

Nearby, Lesley Strother sits 
near her abstract paintings, color-
ful works of art featuring geomet-
ric shapes and angles. She fi nds 
inspiration through meditation, 
dreams, personal psychological 
issues and her own formal art 
training.

With a history in architecture 

and design, she has learned to 
“play with the formal elements of 
line, shape, texture, value, color 
and space,” according to her in-
formational pamphlet.

She has been making art from 
a young age. Her mother was an 
artist and she recalls the presence 
of art everywhere growing up. She 
has since become a full-time art-
ist, “or as much as I can be,” she 
says.

“You make art for yourself,” 
Strother says. “It’s your way of be-
ing in the universe ... I’m respond-
ing to being here on this earth.”

Both Strother and Strebe’s 

works were on display at Imag-
ine It Framed. Strebe said she has 
been doing Art Walk since about 
2019 and took a break in between 
due to the pandemic. But now 
that Art Walk is up and running 
again, it’s a great opportunity for 
artists to show off  their work.

Organizer Michele Rose en-
courages artists who aren’t as 
established to contact her, or a 
business which participates. She 
hopes to get more businesses 
onboard to be able to showcase 
more artists.

Musical group Samba Ja were 
also showing off  their art, in a 

visual and audio context. As a 
group which specializes in sam-
ba reggae, it was hard not to hear 
the rhythmic beats coming from 
Opal Whitely Park in downtown.

People in the audience dance 
and tap their feet, having an all-
around good time, the intended 
eff ect of Samba Ja’s performanc-
es, says Musical Director Steven 
White.

“People can show up and be a 
part of it and that was kind of the 
appeal,” he says.

He grew up with drums around 
and when the group’s previous di-
rector moved to Portland in 2008, 

White naturally moved into the 
position. 

Much of what Samba Ja per-
forms is based on original music 
from Salvador, Brazil.

“Th ere’s like a balance of learn-
ing stuff  from teachers but also 
there’s a bunch of these [samba 
reggae] groups up and down the 
West Coast and we’ll share music 
and stuff  with each other,” says 
White. “Some of it we might’ve 
just learned on YouTube, watch-
ing videos of the groups in Brazil.”

It’s no easy feat to be ready for a 
performance. Most of the people 
in the group on Friday had been 
drumming with Samba Ja for over 
fi ve or six years. With practices 
once a week, Samba Ja’s members 
with more seniority have attended 
hundreds.

Despite the seemingly daunting 
numbers, there are beginner class-
es throughout the year for anyone 
wanting to take the fi rst step into 
samba reggae drumming.

“When you show up just do-
ing nothing, you’ve never even 
swung a stick before, getting to 
the point where you’re like ‘I feel 
good about doing this’ can be 
various for people. It’s a lot of just 
memorizing all these things,” says 
White.

One thing in common between 
Strebe, Strother and White is a 
love of what they do and lots of 
practice. White emphasized the 
best part about it all, fun.

“I don’t think there’s any profes-
sional musicians [in Samba Ja],” 
he says. “It’s all people who were 
into band, didn’t necessarily ever 
play an instrument before they 
joined. It’s about the fun.”
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Lacie Strebe’s jewelry is all about the natural feeling. She uses rougher-looking stones to make 

things unique and original.

Creativity finds variety at Art Walk


