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DOWNTOWN from Al

ects such as the hanging
of high school graduation
banners, downtown holi-
day events and Art Walk.

“It’s a great concept, but
it was always a chicken or
the egg,” said Linoz of the
program. “How do you
find the money to sup-
port the programs that
will benefit the communi-
ty, and who’s going to do
the work? Because youre
a volunteer board and it
was full of already busy
people”

Members initiated a
stopgap measure by work-
ing with the University of
Oregon’s Resource Assis-
tance for Rural Environ-
ments (RARE) Program
to establish a Main Street
coordinator, allowing
them to get a lower cost,
but higher skilled staff
person full time.

The latest coordinator,
Molly Murai, has recently
finished her term with the
program.

EBID,

on the other

hand, was launched in
2001 and, as the name
suggests, focuses on both
economic and business
improvement projects be-

yond a purely downtown
focus.

The nonprofit main-
ly gains revenue for its
projects through a fee
system akin to a tax dis-
trict drawing from prop-
erty and business owners
within its jurisdiction and
has been a partner in im-
provement projects such
as the archway welcoming
people to downtown, the
All-America City Square,
Opal Whiteley and Buster
Keaton murals and Bohe-
mia Park’s amphitheater
saddle span.

It generates the rest of
its finances from fundrais-
ing events, donations and
grants.

Within its jurisdiction,
there are three types of
fees. Two are based the lo-
cation of property owners
within a two-tier system
and the other is a flat fee
of $50 for businesses.

The district's tiered
fees are based on the
square footage of proper-
ty owners. Tier 1, which
essentially encompasses
the Historical District,
charges five cents per
square foot with a cap of
$500 while Tier 2, which
covers the rest of the busi-

ness improvement dis-
trict, bills at two cents per
square foot with a cap of
$300.

EBID’s Tier 2 jurisdic-
tion extends its influence
beyond downtown to in-
clude the rest of Main
Street as far east as Gate-
way Boulevard and north
and south along High-
way 99 and Ninth Street,
roughly spanning from
Knecht's Auto Parts to
Dairy Queen.

The precise boundaries
of the district under the
Downtown Cottage Grove
umbrella were still being
worked out as of The Sen-
tinel’s press time, however.

Payment is optional
for those within the dis-
trict, but contracts, once
signed, are binding.

EBID’s revenue has of-
ten been funneled into
Main Street Cottage Grove
projects, but the group has
also partnered with the
Chamber of Commerce or
the City of Cottage Grove.

“So we had these rela-
tionships, but it was hard
to tell whose project it was
and people in the com-
munity couldn’t tell what
their money was paying
for and what programs

had value,” explained Li-
noz. “So it was interesting
that while we were strug-
gling with EBID, realiz-
ing they had the funding
but lack staffing, here was
Main Street Cottage Grove
with staffing, but didn’t
have consistent, meaning-
ful funding in order to do
programs.”

The Merger

In September last year,
the two entities formally
merged to create Down-
town Cottage Grove,
bringing the full scope
projects and missions un-
der one roof, with EBID
serving as a sort of par-
ent organization to Main
Street Cottage Grove.

“We had to actually
change the registration of
Main Street to dissolve as
its own entity and then be
under the listing of EBID
doing business,” Linoz
said.

As the two groups al-
ready shared many of the
same goals and values and
even some board mem-
bers, the merger now al-
lows for the ability to ex-
pand the boundaries of
impact and access more
resources to realize shared

visions.

EBID’s original district
boundaries have recently
expanded, for instance, to
include businesses along
10th Street across from
Bohemia Park.

Most of the origi-
nal members of the two
groups have stayed on
as well, shifting duties as
redundancies were iden-
tified. By reducing the
number of meetings, the
group is hoping to work
on shared goals more effi-
ciently.

Following the decision
to merge the programs,
Danny Solesbee was ini-
tially appointed chair of
the nonprofit.

“Main Street, now, is
bigger,” Solesbee told The
Sentinel last September
after the merger. “It allows
the people east of [High-
way] 99 and Ninth Street
to be part of programs na-
tionwide — education and
grants and so forth — so
we increased that foot-
print”

This in mind, main-
taining both Main Street
Cottage Grove and EBID
as listed entities allows
for eligibility to a broad-
er spectrum of grants and

programs.
A Dbusiness such as
Covered Bridge Brewing
Group, for example, which
is situated technically out-
side the Historical District
yet still nested prominent-
ly on Main Street, may
be unable to apply for a
particular grant, but now
could have access to it un-
der the expansion.
Among elements of
the broader Main Street
America program, semi-
nars and educational tools
are provided to businesses
and its hoped opportuni-
ties such as these may be
extended to more business
owners in the area.
Operationally, the non-
profit is revising its ap-
proach as well.
Downtown Cottage
Grove’s bylaws state that
there are 11 board of di-
rectors, five from Tier 1
and four from Tier 2, and
two at-large directors.
The organization has
a long list of objectives
including increasing its
collaboration with other
local organizations, en-
couraging physical
provements to downtown
and developing strategies

im-
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Cottage Grove Sentinel Introduces...

GUARANTEED

Moving is one of the most stressful things we do in life, now add to it selling your

house! We want to help you with our new...

Real Estate Insurance Package!

We will run your online ad until it sells, for one low price.

Guranteed Home Sale Package Includes:

v 50 Words + Photo under featured
Homes for sale page online

v 50 word ad under classifieds online.

v Over 21,000* unique visitors online.

v Only $50** and it runs until its sold.

Normal price is $45 for 4 issues, insurance is only $5.

Weekly feature for an additional $20/per week

limit one listing

SALES

o

The Flower Basket

and Gilt Boutique

“A Flower Shop and so much more”

Floral Arrangements
-, Boutique Clothing

Accessories
Jewelry
Balloons
Home Décor
Fine Gifts

Find us on

Rotary unites problem solvers around the globe to do more good. Likeproviding job training and

supporting local entrepreneurs to help revitalize the pl s we call home. Connecting to make

communities stronger — that's what people of action do. Learn more at rotary.org /action.

Sy
Rota ry {>:©:4\ PEOPLE 0F ACTION

To learn more about the Rotary Club of Cottage Grove
contact Karol Kuhn Simons 541-554-6946

Cottage Grove Classified MARKETPLACE

“Your 1 stop place to buy & sell real estate in the region”

Call Today
341.942.3325

cgsentinel.com

Cottage Grove

entinel

* Nov’18-Jan.’ 19 **Must be paid at time of placement

Facebook

Deliveries Locally and Worldwide
Locally owned and operated since 1984
Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed

119 South 6th Street ® 541-942-0505
www.cottagegroveflowerbasket.com

Events and special

To promote your September

event on this page contact
at 541-942-3325 or email
gmanly@cgsentinel.com

promotions happening
locally this month!

AUGUST

Featured Events

August 24 ~
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August 18

6:30 p.m. Concert in the Park at the Bohemia Park
Amphitheatre featuring Dusty Herd Band

August 4

6:30 p.m. Concert in the Park at the Bohemia Park
Amphitheatre featuring Calvary Creek

August 6

5:00 p.m. American Legion BINGO! 826 W. Main
Street For additional info call Jerry Kerns at 541-
942-0234

August 7

12pm South Lane Mental Health - Dia de La
Familia, Bohemia Park

12pm Sol Path Music Festival, All America City
Square

August 11

6:30 p.m. Concert in the Park at the Bohemia Park
Amphitheatre featuring Annie Mae Rhodes Band

August 13

5:00 p.m. American Legion BINGO! 826 W. Main
Street For additional info call Jerry Kerns at 541-
942-0234

August 17

7:30 p.m. Third Tuesday Poetry Night at Axe &
Fiddle, hosted by Kalapuya Books at The Cottage
Events Venue 2915 Row River Rd, Cottage Grove

A\ T F S

9:30am Cottage Grove High School

10th Grade Registration

1pm - Cottage Grove High School 11th 1
Grade Registration

August 25

9am Cottage Grove High School 9th
Grade Registration

1pm Cottage Grove High School 12th
Grade Registration

6:30 p.m. Concert in the Park at the
Bohemia Park Amphitheatre featuring
The United States Air Force Band

August 27

5:00 p.m. American Legion BINGO!
826 W. Main Street For additional info
call Jerry Kerns at 541-942-0234

August 31

10am Lincoln Middle School Student Registration
& Picture Day

2pm Lincoln Middle School Student Registration &
Picture Day

August 19

5:30 p.m. Dementia Support Group for Care Givers
~ Spouses ~ Family members First Presbyterian
Church 216 S 3rd St, Cottage Grove. Please call to

;aferve your _Eeﬁ 6uth Tracey 541-942-0054

ugus

9am W.O.E. Fair at the Fairgrounds
5pm - Meet the Lions Cottage Grove High School

August 21

9am W.O.E. Fair at the Fairgrounds
9am KNND'’s Rock Roll and Rumble, Downtown
Cottage Grove

August 22

9am W.O.E. Fair at the Fairgrounds

August 23

5:00 p.m. American Legion BINGO! 826 W. Main
Street For additional info call Jerry Kerns at 541-
942-0234
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YOU'RE MORE THAN WELCOME.

3660 Gateway St., Springfi eld 541.747.4231 =
__COMMUNITY $000 MiainS, Spingfeid 541747.4231 =

- r 600 Jefferson Ave., Cottage Grove 541.942.3371
Credit Union

www.nwcu.com

: ‘é"% Old Mill Farm & Pet Store

327 South River Rd. * Cottage Grove

¢ 942-3042

Get your LOCAL news How you want it...
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