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A magical time at BMD

By Sophia Edelblute
SEDELBLUTE
@CGSENTINEL.COM

A small group of kids
watches in awe as Jay
the Magician, otherwise
known as Jay Frasier, plac-
es a large die in a metal
box, insisting it’s about to
disappear.

He opens one side of the
box - no die. He closes
that side, shakes the box,
and opens the other side -
no die. He shakes the box
again.

One kid pipes up, shout-
ing that of course the box
is empty one side at a time,
the die is just shifting to
the closed side.

“Well I guess I've never
been that good at magic,”
says Frasier, and then he
opens both sides, but of
course, neither side holds
the die. It has been in the
silk hat to Frasier’s right
the whole time. The kids
shout in surprise.

“When I was four years
old, our minister showed
me a card trick, and he
would not explain how he
did it,” Frasier says.

From that moment on-
ward, he wanted to find
out the secret. He went
with his mom to the li-
brary to check out all the
kids’ magic books, and
when he couldnt find it
in those, he asked her to
check out all the adult
magic books. Because he
was four at the time, “I
had her read them to me,
he says.

“I think I figured out
how he did that trick but
I still don’t know because

he was actually a minis-
ter trainee and so he was
there in our area for may-
be a couple months and
then he moved away. So I
never got to find out for
sure exactly how he did
that trick,” Frasier says.

He’s now been doing
magic professionally for
about 30 years, perform-
ing at private birthday
parties, local libraries and
school assemblies, among
other things. Bohemia
Mining Days this year was
his first two public perfor-
mances in over a year.

“It is weird and cool all
at the same time,” says
Frasier. “It's cool to get
back in front of an audi-
ence. It is weird that I find
that I've forgotten comedy
bits I would normally do”

He knows he’ll start get-
ting back into the groove
after a couple more per-
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Jay the Magician performs a trick for a crowd of people at BMD. Kids stare on in
amazement as he miraculously makes a die disappear from a box and reappear
into a silk hat.

formances though. “I fig-
ure, by my fifth or sixth
show I should be back to
normal again, that’s what
I'm thinking,” he says.

The shows help make
magic a self-maintain-
ing hobby. “T really loved
magic, I love learning the
secrets but it can be an ex-
pensive hobby, so I do it in
some ways as a hobby to
pay for itself. The money I
make goes right back into
buying books,” says Frasi-
er.

In the next few months
Frasier looks forward

to libraries opening up
again and the potential for
school assemblies again
so he can perform. In the
end though, magic is a fun
thing to do and he recom-
mends anyone wanting to
check it out head to their
local library.

“That’s how I got started
and that’s still, I think it’s
the best way to start. You
don’t have to invest a lot of
money if it’s a hobby that
you enjoy and it’s usually
that most libraries have
some pretty good books in
there,” he says.
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Eugene Symphony
returns next week

The Eugene Symphony
will be returning to per-
form at the Bohemia Park
Amphitheater on Monday,
July 26 at 7:30 p.m.

Pandemic  restrictions
prevented the symphony
from performing last year
and the musical ensemble is
excited to be able to return.

Now in its 55th season,
the Eugene Symphony is
recognized as a cornerstone
of the performing arts in
Oregon’s southern Willa-
mette Valley.

Under the leadership of
Music Director and Con-
ductor  Francesco  Lec-
ce-Chong, the Eugene Sym-
phony pursues its mission
of enriching lives through
the power of music by pre-
senting annual classical,
pops and community en-
gagement  performances,
regularly commissioning
and premiering new Amer-
ican works, and dissem-
inating its performances
via radio broadcasts and
recordings.

Harpies seek local writers

The Harpies, a writing
group based in Cottage
Grove, plan to put together
an anthology of local au-
thors, scheduled for publi-
cation in early 2022.

Short stories and essays
should be a maximum of
2,000 words. Poems should
be a maximum of 50 lines.
Up to three poems may be
submitted.

The deadline for submis-
sion is Aug. 15, 2021.

Submissions are open to
South Lane County resi-
dents age 16 and up. Digital
submissions are preferred.

Hard copies will be accept-
ed at the Harpies Antholo-
gy, ¢/o The Bookmine, 702
Main St., Cottage Grove,
OR 97424.

All submissions are eval-
uated by the Harpies and
all writers will be contacted
by Nov. 15, 2021, whether a
submission is accepted for
publication or not.

For more information,
check the website www.
cgharpies.com.

Please send additional
questions, concerns and
submission to cgharpies@
gmail.com

Are you a Chamber Member?
Ask us how you can become a
member today!

Contact the Cottage Grove Area

Chamber of
Commerce
(541) 942-2411
info@
cgchamber.com

OPINION!

Write a Letter to the Editor today.

EDITOR@CGSENTINEL.COM

Licensed
Bonded
insured

541-726-7689  541-942-9635

Eugene/Springfield ~ Cottage Grove

We'll make sure your system is
running effectively and efficiently.
Call for details and an appointment today,

and beat the spring rush!

Complete Heating & Cooling System Service
Reasonable Rates * All Work Guaranteed

www.jamesheating.com
115 Lawrence St., Eugene, OR 97401
CCB #47396
Bus. (541) 461-2101 = Fax: (541) 686-4820

For More Information: 541-623-0513

WE HAVE THE TOP QUALITY BRANDS
YOU WANT!
EVERYTHING FOR YOUR
OUTDOOR NEEDS!

STIHL

POWER EQUIPMENT
HORNER’S INC.

STIHL

Sales and Service

79132 Hwy 99N. Cottage Grove, OR 97424
(541) 942-5781 Fax (541) 942-5404
Email: horners@epud.net

GROVE MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT

“BuiLbING A HeALTHY ComMunNITY”
YouRr LocAL PROVIDER OF
Home MebicaL EQuiPMENT!

Sales & Rentals, Insurance Billing, CPAP/BIPAP,
Home Oxygen, Mobility, Walk Aids, Bath Aides,
Power Chairs, Power Scooters,

Aids to Daily Living.

Friendly & Knowledgeable Staff

148 Gateway BIVd (Bi Mart Plaza)
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

541-225-5443

grovemedical@outlook.com n Finduson
Join us on Facebook Facebook:

The FHower Basket

and Gt Boutique

“A Flower Shop and so much more”

Floral Arrangements
-, Boutique Clothing
| Accessories
\ Jewelry
Balloons
Home Décor
Fine Gifts
Facebook
Deliveries Locally and Worldwide
Locally owned and operated since 1984

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed

119 South 6th Street ® 541-942-0505

www.cottagegroveflowerbasket.com

Comprehensive
Eye Care and
Optical Services

Dr. Lorenzen
offers patients
comprehensive
medical and
postoperative
care. He’s available
for consultation
and evaluation of
cataracts, glaucoma,
diabetic eye exams,
and dry eye care.

Visit
Bradley J.
Lorenzen, OD

Pacific —
ClearVision

I NS TITUTE

OREGON
Official LASIK and
Eye Doctors of the
Oregon Ducks and
Eugene Emeralds

Call 541-942-5000

257 N. 8th St. « www.pcvi.com
Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm




