
among the teams.
“I had this old raggedy 

cart that needed use which 
made me want to do this,” 
said Heather Lawson, a 
member of The Golden 
Gamblers team. “I just like 
having a good time, so I just 
wanted to come down and 
have fun and enjoy the fes-
tivities.”

After the first round of 
trials, four carts moved 
on to the winners bracket 
while the other four went to 
the losers bracket. Of those 
carts in the losers bracket, 
Bohemia Mining Owners 
Association (BMOA) and 
Lemati Enforcer were elim-
inated in just two races, a 
BMOA member suffering a 
minor injury on their final 
run.

As the trials progressed 
and the contestants began 
to get the hang of the new 
competition, unique strate-
gies were unleashed in the 
race.

“I tried to get the best 
bearings I can get so I can 
have as little resistance as 
possible,” said DJ Wyrick, a 
member of The Bookmin-
ers team. “Plus being heavy 
with a light cart means that 
the cart will be technically 
faster than us, so we hope to 
use the weight to our advan-
tage.”

The carts that tended to 
have the most success in 
the trials were the ones who 
were quickest while picking 
up the sacks and turning 
around.

Tommyknockers would 
pick up all three sacks at 
once to save time and even 
took to diving headfirst 
back into carts.

Whatever the strategy 
was, contestants agreed that 
the time put into making 
the cart was well worth it 
once the starting gun fired.

“We got two-inch steel 
angle irons, reclaimed cedar, 
steel axles, and about 100 
hours into this cart,” Wyrick 
said. “I even made outfits 
for the competition, so I’m 
all in. It’s been a lot of fun.”

With the trials winding 
down and the bracket be-
coming clearer with each 
race, two carts stood out 
from the rest: D&D Min-
ing Co. and Covered Bridge 
Brewing Group. The two 
teams employed the quick-
est and most efficient strat-
egies of the first day of trials, 
as they were the only two 
undefeated carts heading 
into Sunday’s final.

Just based on the smiles, 
excitement and laughter 
from the crowd, it was evi-
dent that the first day of the 
Ore Carts racing tourna-
ment was a grand success.

The Finals
The competitors returned 

on Sunday to crown a cham-
pion of the inaugural run-
ning.

As the excitement rolled 
over from a fun-filled Sat-
urday, the best teams re-
mained in the winners side 
of the bracket on Sunday 
with two teams still holding 
onto an undefeated record.

As the tournament inched 
near the final race, some 
confusion was spurred in 
one of the semi-final races 
with E Clampus Vitus con-
fusing when to start, either 
on the sound of the gun or 
with someone saying ‘Go,’ 
which allowed the Covered 
Bridge Brewing team to get 
the initial win.

After some conversa-
tion among the official cart 
race rule committee it was 
decided to have a rerun of 
the semi-final between E 
Clampus Vitus and Covered 
Bridge Brewing teams. 

While Covered Bridge 
Brewing Group still ad-
vanced to the final after the 
rerun, all parties involved 
wanted to make certain of 
the integrity of the compe-
tition and allow the proper 
teams to advance fairly.

Subsequently, the bracket 
was examined as the final 
race approached with team 
D&D Mining still hold-
ing an undefeated record 
throughout the whole week-
end.

Team Covered Bridge 
Brewing had sustained one 
loss and needed to win the 
next two races to proclaim 
the title.

After a close champion-
ship race, team D&D Min-
ing held on to their per-
fect record all the way and 
ran the table to the final, 
crowned the champions of 
the inaugural Ore Cart rac-
es during Bohemia Mining 
Days.

A member of the D&D 
Mining told The Sentinel af-
ter the race, “Well, it’s what 
we set out to do and we 
accomplished our goals by 

winning and it feels good 
[going undefeated].”

The double elimination 
caused confusion at times 
but was the most fun and 
fair option giving teams a 
chance to bounce back and 
advance after suffering one 
loss.

At the awards ceremony, 
the top three winners were 
bestowed with mining tro-
phies and plaques which will 
be displayed in the Bohemia 
Gold Mining Museum until 
next year when the titles will 
be challenged again.

D&D Mining received 
the first-place pickaxe tro-
phy and $100 in Sacajawea 
coins, which the team do-
nated back to the BMD or-
ganization to help maintain 
the ore cart races as a feature 
of the festival.

Covered Bridge Brewing 

Group came in second with 
the mining pan trophy and 
$75 in coins.

Lastly, E Clampus Vitus 
received the third-place 
sharpened shovel trophy 
and donated their $50 win-
nings to the Bohemia Gold 
Mining Museum.

All top winners received 
mining claims as well.

With a less than typical 
amount of planning due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
for this inaugural competi-
tion, there were moments 
that felt impromptu.

Looking forward to this 
event next year, volunteers 
are optimistic about the 
growth of these races, and 
are eager to make this fun 
and engaging event a staple 
in future Bohemia Mining 
Days.

Please Don’t Text 
& Drive.

Protect your own life and the lives of others 
by making a pledge to never text or talk on the 
phone while driving. If you are in the car with a 
distracted driver, let them know it bothers you 
and encourage them to drive phone-free. 

Text messaging while driving increases your 
risk of a car crash or near-crash by 23 times*, 
and the five seconds it takes to send or read a 
text message takes your eyes off the road long 

enough to cover the distance of a football field 
when driving at 55 miles per hour.**

These community sponsors urge you to drive phone-free and responsibly: 

Because It Only Takes a Second to Change a Life Forever…

* Virginia Technical Transportation Institute  ** National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)

Starfire Lumber 
Company

Pinocchio’s Pizza
795 E Main St
Cottage Grove

541-942-5531

Hitch Pro & Tow
4701 W 11th Ave

Eugene

541-434-2403

Ray’s Towing
1000 W 1st Ave

Eugene

541-342-3344

Cottage Grove Police 
Department     

400 E Main Street                  
Cottage Grove

541-942-9145

Jim Downing Realty
616 E Main Street

Cottage Grove

541-942-6077

Emerald People’s Utility 
District (EPUD)

541-746-1583

www.epud.org

South Lane Wheels
1450 Birch Ave
Cottage Grove

541-942-0456 x1

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. 
Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate 
of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific 
offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate 
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK;  
TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL Insurance

Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance 

Company. It helps cover over 350 procedures — from 

cleanings and fillings to crowns and dentures.

• See any dentist you want,  

 but save more with one in our network

• No deductible, no annual maximum

• Immediate coverage for preventive care 

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-844-328-1291
or visit dental50plus.com/cgs

FROM
$2,549*

$2,299*

TM

1-866-523-0103
promo code N7017

*. Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. 
Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 9/30/21. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant 
for details.

Oahu • Hawaii Island • Kauai • Maui — Enjoy a fully 

guided 4-island Hawaiian vacation with centrally 

located lodging in Waikiki on Oahu, and beachfront 

lodging on the “Big Island” of Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui. 

Guided throughout by our friendly Tour Directors—

your local experts. Includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs year-round

BEST OF HAWAII FOUR-ISLAND TOUR
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