
“They recognized the need 
for some extra educational 
opportunities for kids this 
summer.”

Singing Creek Educa-
tional Center develops 
historically-inspired edu-
cational programs. Its in-
teractive history programs 
(which include dressing 
in period costumes), field 
trips and crafts classes are 
designed to connect kids 
to history and nature in 
meaningful ways.

This summer’s camps 
are featuring some new 
elements and will include 
Oregon-centered activities 
and crafts as well as lessons 
derived from South Amer-
ican countries like Mexico 
and Guatemala.

Grant funding is al-
lowing the lessons to be 
taught in both English and 
Spanish with the hiring of 
multi-lingual instructors. A 
Mam language interpreter 
will also be on staff to help 
children from Guatemala.

Mam is a Mayan lan-
guage spoken in the west-
ern highlands of Guatemala 
and southwestern Mexi-
co and Cottage Grove is 
known to have a sizeable 
population of Mam speak-
ers. As the language is quite 
distinct from Spanish, Mam 
speakers can face some bar-
riers even when services in 
Spanish are offered.

“There are a lot of Gua-
temalan families locally 
and we’ve been wanting to 
reach out to that communi-
ty since we got here a cou-
ple of years ago,” said Rain-
song. “So this seemed like a 
perfect way to reach out to 
that community and offer 
a fantastic summer experi-
ence for these kids.”

To launch the camps, 

SCEC has been working 
closely with the Family Re-
source Center in Cottage 
Grove, said Rainsong.

The center is helping lo-
cate and register children 
ages six to 10 from low-in-
come families who could 
most benefit from the edu-
cational experience.

The summer camps will 
be during August only and 
run Monday through Fri-
day from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Three weeks will be ded-
icated to the Spanish lan-
guage camps with classes of 
10 different children served 
each week.

Singing Creek uses the 
historic Dr. Snapp House 
on River Road for classes. 
Typically, summer camps 
are held every other week, 
but grant funding has al-
lowed for weekly use during 
August.

“And with this grant, we 
were able to pay rent for the 
first time to the Prospectors 
and Gold Diggers Club,” 
said Rainsong excitedly.

The iconic Queen Ann 
Victorian Dr. Snapp house 
is also a museum main-
tained by the Prospectors 
and Gold Diggers Club 
meant to showcase early 
medical practices.

The regular summer 
camps at SCEC, with 
themes such as “Opal 
Whiteley Nature,” “Lewis 
and Clark Explorers” and 
“Pioneer Homesteaders” 
are already full and waiting 
lists are in effect.

The Spanish-oriented 
summer camps will be sim-
ilar to the Pioneer Home-
steading curriculum, said 
Rainsong, and will include 
geographical awareness les-
sons and Guatemalan tex-
tiles to learn about weaving 
and cloth-making.

Activities will also in-

volve a range of skills and 
lessons such as cooking, 
gardening, sewing, puppet 
making and nature explo-
ration, all with a focus on 
sustainable living.

Rainsong said she is ex-
cited to extend these op-
portunities to children who 
have language and econom-
ic barriers in order that they 
connect more fully with the 
community.

Aside from these sum-
mer camps, Singing Creek 
Educational Center fea-
tures year-round programs 
and events for children and 
families which bring the 
history of Oregon to life 
in unique ways, aiming to 
inspire children and fami-
lies toward an appreciation 
of local history through 
hands-on learning.

During (and due to) the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
center began exploring new 
avenues of education which 
could stick to the center’s 
central themes yet maintain 
social distancing require-
ments.

Rainsong came up with 
a small video series which 
she described as a kind of 
“kids’ history TV channel.”

The online videos feature 
locals and their specialties 
such as in a trip to an alpaca 
farm or storytelling about 
Opal Whiteley.

In addition to such de-
velopments, Rainsong sees 
more upcoming opportu-
nities for Singing Creek to 
grow and continue nurtur-
ing roots in the community.

For one, the center will 
host a booth at this week-
end’s Bohemia Mining 
Days festival, which Rain-
song encouraged the com-
munity to visit.

Then on Oct. 2, the cen-
ter will participate in the 
Green Living Fair, a free 

community gathering 
which will include work-
shops centered sustainable 
living. The event will be 
held in the Cottage Grove 
Armory.

The educational center 
has also recently become 
the fiscal sponsor for new 
project, the South Valley 
Farm and Food Network, 
which will help connect lo-
cal farmers and shoppers to 
help build food resiliency 

in the area.
Within the center’s own 

organizational structure, 
Rainsong said she was in-
terested in achieving more 
racial and ethnic diversity 
on the board of directors in 
order to better inform his-
torical educational oppor-
tunities in the curricula.

Rainsong also had effu-
sive praise for the support 
the center has received.

“We’re very indebted 

to Oregon Communi-
ty Foundation that we’re 
very thankful to them for 
the grant,” she said, add-
ing gratitude for Woodard 
Family Foundation and 
Banner Bank contributions 
as well.

For more information 
about Singing Creek Edu-
cational Center, visit online 
at www.singingcreekcenter.
org.
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COTTAGE GROVE:

6th & Gibbs Church of Christ 

195 N. 6th St. • 541-942-3822
10:00am
Christian Education: Pre-K through 5th
Tim Baker, Senior Minister
www.6thandgibbs.com

Calvary Baptist Church

77873 S 6th St • 541-942-4290
Pastor: Riley Hendricks
Sunday School: 9:45am
Worship: 11:00am
The Journey: Sunday 5:00pm
Praying Thru Life: Wednesday 6:00pm

Church of Christ 

420 Monroe St • 541-942-8565
Sunday Service:  10:30am

Cottage Grove Bible Church

1200 East Quincy Avenue
541-942-4771
Pastor:Bob Singer
Worship 11am
Sunday School:9:45am
AWANA age 3-8th Grade,
Wednesdays Sept-May, 6:30pm
www.cgbible.org

Cottage Grove Faith Center

33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851
Lead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tv
Full Childrenʼs Ministry available
Services: 9:00am & 10:45am

Delight Valley

Church of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend
Two Services:
9am -  Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the
 Auditorium

First Baptist Church

301 S. 6th st • 541-942-8242
Pastor: David Chhangte
Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:30am 
Youth Wednesday 6:30pm
cgfi rstbaptist.com

First Presbyterian Church

3rd and Adams St
541-942-4479
Rev.: Karen Hill
Worship: 10:00am
Sunday School: 10:00am
fpcgrove.com

Hope Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church
100 S. Gateway Blvd. 
541-942-2061
Pastor: Dave Bragg
Worship: 11:00am Sunday
Bible Study: 7:00pm Wednesday
www.hopefellowshipupc.com
“FINDING HOPE IN YOUR LIFE”

Living Faith Assembly

467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all 
ages welcome)
Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

Non-Denominational

Church of Christ

1041 Pennoyer Ave 
541-942-8928
Preacher:  Tony Martin
Sunday Bible Study:10:00am
Sunday Worship:10:50am & 5:30pm
www.pennoyeravecoc.com

Our Lady of Perpetual Help and 

St. Philip Benizi

Catholic Churches

1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420
Father John J. Boyle
Holy Mass: 
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pm
Sunday – 10:30 am
For weekday and Holy Day of 
Obligation schedule see website 
OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM 
Saturdays or by appointment
St. Philip Benizi, Creswell
552 Holbrook Lane
Sunday 8 am

St. Andrews Episcopal Church

1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050
Rev. Lawrence Crumb
“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”
Worship: Sunday 10:30am
All Welcome

Seventh-day Adventist Church

820 South 10th Street
541-942-5213
Pastor:  James D. Boram
Bible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 

Trinity Lutheran Church

6th & Quincy • 541-942-2373
Pastor: James L. Markus
Sunday School & Adult Education 
9:15am
Sunday Worship 10:30 am
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal Tue & Thur 
5:00pm TLC Groups
tlccg.com

United Methodist Church

334  Washington  541-942-3033
Worship 10am
umcgrove.org

“VICTORY” Country Church

913 S. 6th Street • 541-942-5913
Pastor:  Barbara Dockery
Worship Service:  10:00am
Message:  “WE BELIEVE IN 
MIRACLES”

CRESWELL:

Creswell Presbyterian Church

75 S 4th S • 541-895-3419
Rev. Seth Wheeler
Adult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.org

Our Worship Directory is a weekly feature.  

If your congregation would like to be a part of this directory,  

contact us today!
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This promotion assumes an estimated job cost of $7883. The advertised payment of $99 a month is an estimate only, and assumes that third-party 
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CAMPS from A1
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As well as crafts, Singing Creek offers a range of lessons in cooking, gardening, 

sewing and nature exploration.

DAMIEN SHERWOOD/COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL

Summer camps allow for outdoor activities, such as this 19th-century stick-and-

ring game Karen Rainsong introduced to students.


