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Downtown sprouts a “Garden of People

By SopHIA EDELBLUTE
SEDELBLUTE®@
CGSENTINEL.COM

On Tuesday, July 6,
downtown Cottage Grove
got a first peek at artist Uy-
en-thi Nguyen’s “Garden
of People.”

Through windows of lo-
cal businesses like Delight,
the Bookmine and Buster’s
Main Street Cafe, portraits
of the people of Cottage
Grove are on display.

After nearly a year of
painting, interviewing and
getting to know various
people in Cottage Grove,
Nguyen’s book, “Garden
of People, A Portrait of
Cottage Grove,” is nearly
finished. The paintings in
storefront windows along
Main St. are glimpses of
the contents of the book. A
paper with a title is in each
window, including a quote
that encapsulates the por-
trait and offers an excerpt
from the book.

Because of Nguyen’s
grant provided by the Lane
Arts Council, she was slat-
ed to do exhibitions in
Eugene and Springfield as
well. Unfortunately, both
of those exhibits were can-
celed due to COVID-19
safety concerns.

“So I decided, I wanted
to do it here,” says Nguy-

“I was gonna do it at
the library, the Bohemia
Mining Museum and stuff
so I was just like, window
fronts can’t close so we're
just gonna do that”

The paintings are strate-
gically placed in windows
which get relatively little
sun so they don’t fade,
though Nguyen mentions
that oil paints don’t suffer
as greatly. The drawings
she created are all in win-
dows that won’t get sun so
they can also avoid fading.

The windowfront ex-
hibitions are meant to go
through July 30 for Art
Walk, where Nguyen will
also be available to do pre-
orders at the Opal Center.

Each painted portrait
took nearly two or three
weeks. Oil paint also takes
a bit to dry “and some of
them are big,” says Nguy-
en, which means they take
longer to paint.

A lot of people were a bit
uneasy to do portraits be-
cause of COVID-19 con-
cerns, Nguyen recounted.
To help solve this problem,
she decided to meet people
where they wanted.

“When I talked to them
I wanted them to pick
somewhere they were
comfortable, so they were
in their element,” says

Nguyen. “Then they could

tell me something about
that and so sometimes I
would meet people in the

cemetery or sometimes
I'd meet them somewhere
they volunteer, sometimes
it was where they worked,
sometimes it was at their
house... I wanted them to
be in a place where they
were comfortable sharing

their story”

There will be something
close to 42 paintings fea-
tured in the book, which
will come out sometime
this summer, “maybe in
August” Nguyen says. It
still needs some proofing
and color corrections, but
it can be preordered on
her website. She’s also hop-
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Nguyen'’s paintings and sketches are on display until
the Art Walk on July 30. All feature people of Cottage
Grove and her book details a little bit more about

each person.

ing to be able to sell books
at local bookstores and
shops.

Nguyen is eager to see
the books in the hands
of the people of Cottage
Grove.

“Hopefully people will
get something out of it
she says, noting that peo-
ple shared some really

personal and important
things for the book. “Get-
ting a chance to talk to
them about things that
matter to them was really
cool”

To preorder her book,
“Garden of People, A Por-
trait of Cottage Grove,” go
to Nguyen’s Kickstarter
page under the same title.
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We have the
Top Quality Brands
you wani!

Everything For Your Outdoor Needs!

HORNER’S INC.
STIHL]

Sales and Service

79132 Hwy 99N. Cottage Grove, OR 97424
(541) 942-5781 Fax (541) 942-5404
Email: horners@epud.net
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Proud Sponsor of the

Summer Reading Program

~ Painting and Repair tici
Over 30 years of experience :
Schedule Now

For Spring and Summer
Interior and Exterior Painting

Call us for a Free Quote!

“We do small remodels,
home repairs and decks!

Serving Lane & North Douglas Counties

541-670-8172

ccb# 217560 sHEme -

Licensed
Bonded
insured

541-726-7689 541-942-9635
Eugene/Springfield  Cottage Grove

GROVE MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT

“BuiLbiNG A HEALTHY CommuniTY”
YouRr LocAL PROVIDER OF
Home MepicaL EQuiPMENT!

Sales & Rentals, Insurance Billing, CPAP/BIPAP,
Home Oxygen, Mobility, Walk Aids, Bath Aides,
Power Chairs, Power Scooters,

Aids to Daily Living.

Friendly & Knowledgeable Staff

148 Gateway Blvd ¢ivarricn
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

541-225-5443

grovemedical@outlook.com n FRAEE:
Join us on Facebook Facebook

A';wap &Shop

Buy - Sell - Trade

10:05 - 11am
Monday - Friday

3 Items - $500 limit

This is truly the place to find that hard
to find item or turn your unwanted
possessions in to other people’s treasure.

717 Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

Lobby Phone: 541.942.2468

Studio Line: 541.942.5548

Online requests: request@knnd.com

The Flower Basket

and Gift Boutique

“A Flower Shop and so much more”

Floral Arrangements

-, Boutique Clothing
Accessories

Jewelry

Balloons
Home Décor
Fine Gifts

Find us on

Facebook

Deliveries Locally and Worldwide
Locally owned and operated since 1984
Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed

119 South 6th Street ® 541-942-0505
www.cottagegroveflowerbasket.com

Comprehensive
Eye Care and
Optical Services

Dr. Lorenzen
offers patients
comprehensive
medical and
postoperative
care. He’s available
for consultation
and evaluation of
cataracts, glaucoma,
diabetic eye exams,
and dry eye care.

Visit
Bradley J.
Lorenzen, OD

Pacific —
ClearVision
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OREGON
Official LASIK and
Eye Doctors of the
Oregon Ducks and
Eugene Emeralds

Call 541-942-5000

257 N. 8th St. « www.pcvi.com
Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm




