
property near TJ’s restau-
rant, drew people to sur-
rounding parking lots, 
grassy fields and even to 
the side of the street in their 
cars.

As the show went on, 
guests were startled to see a 
fire break out near the site. 
People could be heard call-
ing nearby relatives to warn 
them of the flames.

The fireworks show con-
tinued for a few minutes 
after the fire caught, but Di-
vision Chief and Fire Mar-
shal Danny Solesbee, who 
was on site and witnessed 
the incident, said “We had 
fortunately planned for a 
‘worse-case scenario’ and 
knew that if the brush did 
catch fire it would not go 
very far. There was nothing 
of value threatened by this 
fire and it was quickly con-
tained.”

Indeed, after roughly an 
hour, there were no longer 
flames and just a plume of 
smoke floated into the sky. 

No one was injured and no 
one sustained property loss.

“The Chamber of Com-
merce, as well as the fire-
works technicians, had fol-
lowed the safety measures 
and we were standing by 
as planned,” says Solse-
bee. “Fire trails had been 
placed through the brush 
and briars and the area had 
been wet down prior to the 
event.”

The cause of the fire, he 
reported, was the misfire of 
a mortar which did not dis-
charge in the air but instead 
exploded on the ground, ig-
niting the brush.

Solesebee added that the 
fire agency is not allowed 
by law to cancel firework 
displays, but can only post-
pone them under extreme 
circumstances.

Earlier that day, Creswell 
had witnessed another 
flare up when an unautho-
rized parade made its way 
through town.

As the city’s traditional 
parade had been canceled, 
a makeshift parade was 

held in its place, organized 
by people affiliated with the 
Proud Boys, a loosely struc-
tured right-wing group 
with national presence.

Touted online as the 
“largest ‘patriot’ gather-
ing in Oregon,” the parade 
drew hundreds of people on 
Sunday and passed without 
incident, though police on 
the scene documented the 
event and the Lane County 
Sheriff ’s Office is expect-
ed to issue citations in the 
coming weeks.

With the Fourth of July 
parade over, The Sentinel 
has learned that Cottage 
Grove’s Bohemia Mining 
Days (BMD) Grand Min-
ers Parade has attracted 
the attention of the Cre-
swell parade’s organizers. 
This week, BMD officials 
received a request from the 
group to participate.

The BMD board will de-
cide on how to respond to 
this request at its meeting 
today (July 8).

News of the request has 
concerned some in the 
community over the orga-
nizers’ affiliation with the 
Proud Boys.

The Proud Boys organi-
zation has attracted con-
troversy and condemnation 
over its five-year existence 
with accusations of the 
group promoting white su-
premacy and political vi-
olence. These accusations 
have been challenged and 
rejected by spokesmen, 
however.

Ideologically, the group’s 
founder has described it a 
“pro-Western fraternity” 
and members subscribe to 
a range of libertarian or na-
tionalist ideas.

Several members were 
arrested for their role in the 
Jan. 6, 2021, storming of the 
United States Capitol.

The total number of 
Proud Boys members na-
tionally is not certain has 
been reported to be any-
where from the hundreds 
to the thousands.
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Magnolia Gardens invites you to join us for a fundraising...

Sunday, September 10, 2021
at Alton Baker Park, 100 Day Island Rd., Eugene, OR

For more information on our 
walk team, call Ruth Tracey at

541-942-0054All proceeds go to the Alzheimer’s Association.

Walk to EndWalk to End

Alzheimer’sAlzheimer’s

Sign up at
Magnolia Gardens and 
join our team in taking 

steps to find a cure.

When you join our team you’ll 
receive a free team t-shirt and 

invitations to fundraising events 
prior to the September walk.

Invite your friends and family 
and make a difference.

Walk With Us!

 brought to you by: 
Cottage Grove Sentinel

116 N. 6th • (541) 942-3325

Yards will be selected each week by nominations.

To nominate a yard you can call City Hall (942-5501)

or Chamber of Commerce (942-2411)

Yard of the WeekYard of the Week

Week of July 8th Winner is: 727 North 10th77380 Hwy. 99 South77380 Hwy. 99 South
www.shadyoaksplantsandproduce.com www.shadyoaksplantsandproduce.com 

Chicks* Chicks* 
Night Out!Night Out!

“Calling all farm chicks to get out

of your coops and join us for a fun

fi lled evening at the Farm”

Friday, July 9th 4-9pm
Saturday, July 10th 10am-4pm

A BEAUTIFULA BEAUTIFUL

 SELECTION OF  SELECTION OF 

FLOWERSFLOWERS

PERENNIALS-PERENNIALS-

ANNUALS ANNUALS 

BASKETS AND MOREBASKETS AND MORE

MANY VENDORS  

FOR RETAIL THERAPY   
Come and shop our local hand-crafted 
artisan booths, eat some delicious food 
and goodies, sip on your favorite 
beverages (adult and non), dance to live 
music and most importantly, have a 
blast with your gal pals or heck, bring 
your roosters along too!!

It’s the Place to Be!!!

Shady Oaks 
Plants & Produce

Shady Oaks 
Plants & Produce

Admission is $5 on Friday 

and just $3 on Saturday. 

Children 12 and

under are free.

Dragon Thunder Voodoo 

Friday, July 9th

Startin
g at 5:30pm

SOPHIA EDELBLUTE/COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL

After a mortar exploded on the ground, the underbrush caught fire near the 

fireworks site. It was quickly extinguished, however, and no one was injured.

SHOW from A1

DAMIEN SHERWOOD/COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL

SOPHIA EDELBLUTE/COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL


